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PREFACE. 


When  any  one  offers  his  own  Memoirs 
to  the  world,  it  is  very  natural  to  afk  what 
are  his  claims  to  the  notice  of  the  Public  ? 
To  this  the  Author  of  the  following  fheets  can 
juftly  reply,  that  perhaps  there  exifls  not  an- 
other individual  who  has  been  fo  much  the 
play-thing  of  Fortune  as  himfelf ;  and  he  can 
boldly  add,  that  few  have  been  fo  unjuftly 
calumniated.  With  fhame  he  acknowledges 
that  there  have  been  parts  of  his  life  he  can 
neither  juftify,  nor  means  to  defend ;  but  this 
Work,  the  truth  of  which  refts  not  upon  his 
own  teftimony  only,  but  upon  that  of  cha- 
racters whom  fufpicion  itfelf  would  not  dare 
to  doubt,  will  prove  that  his  life  has  been,  by 
no  means,  a  feries  of  difgraces. 
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Such  as  it  has  really  been,  he  lays  it  before 
the  world,  ready  to  receive  from  the  impartial 
voice  of  the  Public  that  praife  or  that  cenfure 
to  which  he  may  be  found  entitled. 

To  the  republic  of  letters  he  feels  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  apologizing  for  any  inaccuracies 
which  may  be  found  in  the  compofition.  Born 
a  foldier,  though  happy  in  an  excellent  edu- 
cation, the  profeffion  of  arms  engaged  his  en- 
tire foul ;  fomething  muft,  therefore,  be  al- 
lowed for  the  production  of  one  no  way  in  the 
habit  of  writing  beyond  private  correfpon- 
dence  or  military  orders.  Befides,  ever  ac- 
cuftomed  to  execute  his  ideas  with  rapidity, 
he  confeffes  his  want  of  patience  to  touch,  re- 
touch, and  ponder,  words  and  fyllables ;  but 
though  his  periods  may  want  that  harmonious 
chime  which  amufes  the  ear,  they  fhall  never 
be  deficient  in  truth  and  candour. 

The  many  exalted  characters  whofe  names 
are  introduced  in  this  work,  will,  the  Author 
trufts,  excufe  the  freedom  he  has  ufed  with 
them  -,  he  has,  indeed,  had  the  honour  of 
ftanding  by  their  fides  in  the  field  of  battle 
and  in  the  drawing-room  j  and  he  hopes,  that 

not 
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not  one  of  them  will  be  afhamed  of  appearing 
along  with  him  on  paper. 

In  fome  parts  he  has,  however,  fupprefled 
circumftances  which,  though  highly  honour- 
able to  himfelf,  are  neverthelefs  improper  for 
publication ;  but  when  his  readers  reflect,  as 
he  hopes  they  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  do, 
that  he  has  been  entrusted  with  important 
ftate  fecrets,  by  the  mofr.  potent  Princes  in 
the  world,  they  would,  he  is  fure,  confider 
him  as  far  loft  to  all  honour^  indeed,  mould 
he  fuffer  them  to  efcape  him,  merely  to  gra- 
tify his  own  vanity. 

Finally,  mould  any  material  fact  be  mif- 
tated,  which  may  eafily  happen  to  any  one 
who  writes  from  memory  only,  he  will  rea- 
dily and  thankfully  rectify  his  miftake  on 
being  informed  of  it.  Of  thofe  defpicable 
fcriblers,  who,  without  knowledge  of  him  Or 
his  hiftory,  have  dared  to  publifh  their  anony- 
mous libels,  he  mall,  at  prefent,  take  very 
little  notice;  though,  perhaps,  fome  future 
day  he  may  recompence  them  as  they  de- 
ferve. 
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Page    65,  Line    5,  for  was,  read  were. 

^9»  3>  for  high  juftice,  raz</  the  executioner  of 

high  juftice. 
00,  9  from  bottom,  dele  to  them. 

—  -,  after  they,  read  all. 

105  2,  It  was  not  Majfena  who  commanded, 

but  another  General  whofe  name  I 
cannot  recollect. 
112  4,  for  Brunfwic,  read  Orange, 

1  a  1  5,  for  from,  ra*^  for. 

126  5,  /xr  drawn,  read  driven, 

273  10,  df/*  and. 

311  9  from  bottom,  after  they,  read  therefore, 

313  4,  dde  and. 

314  4,  aftei  long,  read  ftrait. 

315  2,  /or  friends,  >yW  my  friends. 


CHAPTER  I. 

The  author's  birth,  education,  and  military  debut  in 
America  in  1775. — Return  to  England  in  1777. 
— Rencvntre  with  the  well  known  Mrs.  Gooch.—- 
Goes  to  Lijle  in  Flanders. — Adventure  there,  which 
obliged  him  to  go  to  Toumay,  the  frontier  town  of 
the  empire* 

Among  the  throng  of  fcribblers,  who,  with- 
out any  perfonal  knowledge  of  me,  or  my 
family,  have  done  me  the  honour  to  write  my 
hiftory,  there  is  a  prodigious  variety  of  afler- 
tion  concerning  my  parentage.  Some  have  af- 
ferted  that  my  father  was  a  farmer,  fome  a 
tradefman,  fome  a  clergyman,  and  fome,  I  be- 
lieve, Will  hardly  allow  me  any  father  at  all. 
Had  my  family  no  more  reafon  to  be  afhamed 
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of  me  than  I  have  of  it,  I  might  here  produce 
a  long  roll  of  honourable  and  virtuous  anceftry: 
fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  my  defcent  is  too  well 
known  to  every  family  of  diftinction  of  my 
country  to  render  it  neceflary  to  refute  the  ca- 
lumnies of  anonymous  libellers. 

My  education  was  what  Jome  of  my  biogra- 
phers have  condefcended  to  allow,  of  the  gen- 
teeleft  fort ;  and  my  friends  gave  me  that  en- 
couragement which  is  naturally  given  to  lads  of 
parts,  an  encouragement  that  too  often  leads 
into  unconquerable  habits  of  expence  and  diffi- 
pation ;  and  a  too  liberal  fupply  from  my  opu- 
lent connexions  made  me  equally  carelefs  and 
extravagant.  With  the  advantage  of  at  Jeaft  a 
tolerable  figure,  great  activity,  and  a  perfect: 
knowledge  of  all  the  polite  manly  exercifes,  I 
very  early  was  initiated  into  the  gay  world. 
My  fkill  in  arms  introduced  me  to  the  moll 
celebrated  profefTors  of  that  art;  as  a  horfeman, 
I  Jikewife  received  the  higheft  praifes ;  and  na- 
turally gay,  fiery,  and  haughty,  my  vanity  was 
proportionably  inflated,  till  it  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  my  fubfequent  misfortunes  and  dif- 
grace. 

It  would  be  mere  impertinence  to  take  up 
the  time  of  my  readers  with  details  of  juvenile 
amufements  and  juvenile  amours :  and  it  would 
be  downright  cruelty  to  expofe  names  yet  un- 
polluted 
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polluted  by  the  peftilent  breath  of  flander ;  I 
ihall  therefore  confine  myfelf  to  obferving,  that 
my  military  debut  was  made  in  America,  in  the 
year  1775,  at  the  age  of  fixteen. 

My  adventures  there  were  not  much  varied 
beyond  thofe  of  my  brethen  of  the  fame  rank. 
I  was,  however,  taken  prifoner  in  1776;  but 
was  relieved  early  in  1777,  by  Lord  Percy,  whofe 
retirement  from  the  army  his  country  may  juft- 
\y  regret,  and  Sir  Peter  Parker,  then  com- 
manding at  Rhode  I  Hand.  I  was  foon  after 
wounded;  and  was  in  confequence  fent  home 
from  New  York,  in  the  Bridget  of  Liverpool, 
Captain  Gilbody. 

I  landed  in  Ireland,  and  came  from  thence 
to  Wales  and  to  Bath ;  where  I  met  with  the 
beautiful,  but  unfortunate,  Mrs.  Gooch.  I 
was  in  the  rooms ;  but  as  my  wound  rendered 
dancing  impoflible,  a  party  at  picquet  was  pro- 
pofed,  which  laid  the  foundation  of  a  connec- 
tion that  induced  me  to  retire  to  Lille  in  Flan- 
ders. My  amour  with  Mrs.  Gooch  having  been 
related  by  the  lady  herfelf,  in  her  Memoirs, 
tliough  not  quite  corre5ilyy  I  leave  as  it  is :  never- 
theless, my  reader  may  perhaps  fmile  with  me 
at  her  boaft  of  *  then,  and  not  till  then,  I  fell," 
when  they  are  informed  that  our  pint  ages  did 
not  amount  to  forty. 
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Had  fhe  not  mentioned  uncandidly  a  tranfao 
tion  which  I  cannot  think  upon  without  regret, 
I  mould  have  wifhed  it  to  have  been  buried  in 
eternal   filence;    I  mean   where   Mr.    K.    and 
myfelf  are  reported  by  her  to  have  ufed  unfair 
conduct  to  a  young  Irifhman  in  a  duel.     The 
young  gentleman,  who  was  about  my  own  age, 
undoubtedly    fell;    but    nothing    unfair    took 
place:  the  whole  bufinefs  palled  in  the  prefence 
of  Mr.  D.,  a  refpectable  inhabitant  of  London, 
who  is  yet  alive;  and  him  I  expect  and  entreat 
to  expofc  me  as  a  villain  if  there  was  any  foul 
play  on   my  fide.     Befides,    if  there  needs   a 
ftronger  proof  of  my  conduct,  I  myfelf  carried 
the  unfortunate  man  to  his  lodgings,  where,  at 
his  own  requefT,  I  remained  with  him  feveral 
hours,  till  prudence  obliged  me  to  provide  for 
my  own  fafety  from  the  effedts  of  the  law,  by 
leaving   Lifle,  and   retiring  to  Tournay.     The 
procefs  was  carried  on  in  Mr.  K.'s  abfence  and 
mine;  arid  we  were,  as  Mrs.  G.  juftly  relates, 
hung  in  effigy,  the  form  of  declaring  outlawry 
there ;  a  ceremony  which  I  was  rafh  enough  to 
come  into   Lifle  to  fee;  a  ramnefs  which  had 
nearly  coft  me  dear,  for  I  was  difcovered,  and  had 
much  difficulty  to  effectuate  my  retreat  to  the 
Imperial   territory:  and  after  remaining  fome 
time  at  Tournay,  I  went  to  BrufTels.     ' 

CHAP. 
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Goes  to  Bruffch. — Inicrviezv  zvith  Mr.  Litzherbert, 
nozv  Lord  St.  Helens. — Leaves  Brujfels,  and  ac- 
companies the  army  of  Frederic  the  Great,  and 
the  Emprefs  Queen  of  Hungary  to  the  field.— 
Returns  through  Holland  to  England. — Marries. 
— Goes  to  France ;  and  from  thence,  at  the  injlance 
of  the  Duchefs  of  Kingjlon,  to  Ruffia. — Adven- 
ture at  Riga  in  Livonia. — His  arreft  there. — 
Goes  to  St.  Peterfburg,  and  is  introduced  to  Prince 
Potemkin  and  the  Emprefs. — Curious  particulars 
of  the  Duchefs  of  K.'s  family. 

xVt  BrufTels,  in  the  beginning  of  1778,   I  met 

with  General  Lockhart  and  the  Earl  of  F r, 

by  whom  I  was  prefented  to  Mr.  Fitzherbert, 
now  Lord  St.  Helens,  then  Refident  at  that 
court.  I  remained  in  Brabant  till  Frederic  the 
reat  marched  againft  Maria  Terefa,  the  Em- 
prefs Queen :  I  followed  thefe  armies  during 
that  little  war,  which  as  the  Germans  them- 
felves  call  the  u  Kartoffel  Kreig,"  or  Potatoe  IVar, 
I  pafs  over  as  of  no  importance  to  my  readers. 
I  held  no  confiderable  (ituation  at  that  time; 
but  I  gained  fome  experience  by  obferving  the 
manoeuvres  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  and  the  cele- 
brated Laudhon. 
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In  1779  I  returned  to  England,  by  the  way 
of  Holland ;  and  pafTing  immediately  again  to 
the  continent,  I  met  at  Harwich  with  an  amia- 
ble and  accomplifhed  young  lady,  of  a  highly 
refpectable  family,  then  with  her  mother  and 
fifter,  going  to  the  Hague :  with  her  I  formed 
a  connection  of  the  tendereft  nature,  which  in 
a  fhort  time  terminated  in  our  marriage,  and 
return  to  Britain.  After  fojourning  fome 
months  in  London,  I  went  with  my  wife  to 
France ;  where  I  was  prefented  by  her  to  the 
Duchefs  of  Kingfton.  I  remained  in  that 
country  fome  time ;  when  being  folicited  by  the 
Duchefs  to  go  to  Ruflia,  I  confented  to  follow 
her,  as  I  was  obliged,  by  affairs  of  my  own,  to 
take  a  circuitous  route  to  Pruflia  ;  from  whence 
I  went  through  Courland  to  Riga,  the  frontier 
town  of  the  Ruffian  territory,  where  I  had  let- 
ters of  recommendation  to  all  the  principal 
merchants. 

At  Riga,  according  to  my  ufual  bufy  fate,  I 
met  with  an  adventure  worth  relating,  as  it, 
perhaps,  ferved  as  the  foun&tion  of  my  future 
fortune  in  that  country.  A  perfon  of  the  name 
of  SanvagCy  a  Hanoverian,  and  who  had  been 
employed  by  the  Britifh  government,  during 
the  adminiftration  of  Lord  North,  to  recruit  in 
Germany,  was  then  in  that  city ;  where  he 
pafTed    for  a  Major  *i  the  Britiih  army,   and 
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wore  the  uniform  of  the  Guards.  Owing  to 
fome  improprieties  of  his  conduct,  which  I 
confidered  as  incompatible  with  the  character  of 
a  Britilh  foldier,  I  found  myfelf  obliged  to  call 
upon  him  for  an  explanation ;  which  he  was  not 
only  unable  to  give,  but  behaved  with  fuch  in- 
folence  that  I  was  reduced  to  appeal  to  the  mi- 
litary judicature  of  the  fword.  His  wife,  who 
was  in  an  inner  apartment,  (for  this  happened 
in  a  large  anti-chamber  at  an  inn,)  hearing 
what  was  going  forward,  fprung  out;  and,  with 
all  the  fury  of  a  tygrefs,  entangled  me  in  a  no 
very  loving  embrace.  Swords  being  already 
drawn,  there  was  no  time  to  trifle;  fo,  fome- 
what  roughly  difengaging  myfelf  from  the  la- 
dy's arms,  I  beckoned  her  hufband  into  the 
flreet,  and  fairly  locked  her  into  the  room.     1 

I  was  making  the  belt  of  my  way  to  the  ramparts, 
when  he  told  me  there  was  a  fhorter  cut;  on 
which  I  followed  him  till  he  flopped  oppofite 
a  guard,  when,  without  further  ceremony, 
he  began  to  roar  out  for  afliftance.  I  went 
home  to  my  inn,  jvhere  I  had  not  long  been 
when  the  Deputy-Governor,  (who  commanded 
in  the  abfence  of  the  Governor-General  of  Li- 
vonia, Brown,)*  fent  a  guard  for  me,  at  the  in- 
ftance  of  the  Fort-Major,  who  was  a  country- 
man of  Sauvage's.  The  officer  of  the  guard 
acted  with  great  poHten^fs ;  and  took  my  word 
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that  I  would  attend  at  the  Governor's  houfe :  I 
went  accordingly,  and  found  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  talking  with  fome  officers  in  the  yard. 
His  behaviour  to  me  was  rude^  which  did  not 
produce  any  excefs  of  politenefs  on  my  iide ; 
he  did  not  take  off  his  hat  to  me,  and  I  refufed 
to  do  fo  to  him;  in  fine,  without  any  examina- 
tion had,  I  was  put  under  an  arreft. 

My  recommendations  to  the  Britifh  mer- 
chants had  been  of  the  (trongeii  kind;  and  they 
no  fooner  heard  of  my  adventure,  than  they 
offered  and  became  my  fecurities  until  the  GoT 
vernor-General,  who  was  daily  expected,  mould 
return.  I  then  fent  off  an  exprefs  to  the 
Duchefs  of  Kingfton,  at  her  feat  near  Narva  in 
Livonia;  and  Sauvage's  wife  fet  off  in  perform 
for  St.  Peterlburgh. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor,  finding  me  fo  re- 
pectably  fupported,  and  that  I  was  provided 
with  the  neceffary  paffports  for  entering  the 
country,  made  little  objection  to  leaving  me  at 
large  in  the  town  until  the  Governor-General 
fhould  return.  Mrs.  Salvage,  who  in  the 
feu  file  had  received  fome  flight  hurt  in  her  face, 
having  procured  recommendations  from  the 
Fort  Major,  (who  himfelf  began  to  be  appre- 
henfive  for  his  own  fafety,  from  the  Heps  he  had 
taken  againit  me,)  laid  her  complaint  before 
the   Emprefs,   through  the    Chancellor   Count. 

Ofterman. 
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Overman.  The  Emprcfs  heard  it  with  atten- 
tion ;  and  as  Mrs.  Sauvage  had  fuffered  by  the 
froft  in  her  journey,  by  which  fhe  had  nearly 
ioft  one  of  her  ears,  fhe  had  an  apartment  or- 
dered for  her  at  an  hotel ;  and  one  of  the  Em- 
prefTes  phyficians,  Dr.  Rogerfon,  to  attend  her. 
In  the  mean  time,  General  Brown,  the  Gover- 
nor-General, arrived,  examined  into  the  bulinefs 
between  Sauvage  and  myfelf,  and  fent  a  true 
Statement  of  the  facts  to  the  court ;  the  confe- 
rence of  which  was,  that  Sauvage  and  his  fa- 
mily were  conducted  out  of  the  country,  and  I 
received  permiflion  to  proceed  to  St.  Peterf- 
burgh,  which  I  immediately  did ;  and  the 
Duchefs  of  Kingston's  houfe  laying  in  my  way, 
I  paid  my  refpects  en  pajjant  to  her  Grace. 

On  reaching  the  capital  of  RuiTia,  I  waited 
on  Sir  James  Harris,  then  his  Majefty's  Envoy 
at  that  court,  who  had  been  made  acquainted 
with  my  adventure  at  Riga;  and  who  was  fo 
plcafed  with  my  conduct,  that  he,  without  a 
moment's  delay,  prefented  me  to  Prince  Po- 
temkin.  After  fome  converfation  with  that  il- 
luftrious  general  on  my  affair,  and  on  general 
military  Subjects,  he  afked  me  if  I -would  ferve 
in  the  Ruffian  army,  which  I  confented  to  do ; 
and  was  that  fame  evening  appointed  Captain. 
My  appointment-  was  extremely  rapid,  for  the 
frince  having  called  for  his  Secretary,  fpoke  a 

few 
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few  words  to  him  in  Ruffian,  which  I  did  not 
then  underftand ;  the  latter  retired,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  returned  with  my  commiflion  ready 
made  out,  which  he  handed  to  the  Prince,  who 
immediately  prefented  it  to  me,  acquainting  me 
at  the  fame  time,  that  he  had  done  me  the 
honour  to  place  me  in  his  fuite,  and  that  he 
gave  mc  two  months  leave  of  abfence  to  pre- 
pare myfelf  for  the  enfuing  campaign. 

I  remained  a  few  days  in  town  to  be  prefented 
to  her  Majefty  the  Emprefs,  and  then  returned 
to  the  Duchcfs  of  Kingfton  to  acquaint  her  with 
my  good  fortune.  I  took  with  me  Thomas 
Mackenzie,  Efq.  Brigadier  of  Marines,  and  Cap- 
tain of  the  Ruffian  navy,  an  officer  who,  both, 
as  a  private  gentleman  and  a  foldier,  has  ever 
held  the  higheft  place  in  the  efleem  of  all  that 
have  the  happinefs  to  know  him;  he  had  not 
before  been  introduced  to  her  Grace. 

I  was  a  good  deal  furprifed,  that  the  Duchefs 
did  not  receive  the  news  of  my  fudden  and 
honourable  appointment  with  all  the  warmph 
I  expected ;  but,  as  I  afterwards  found,  that 
fhe  wifhed  to  retain  me  about  her  perfon,  the 
myftcry  was  cleared  up.  The  night  of  our 
arrival  at  the  Duchefs's  feat  was  fortunate  to 
Mackenzie ;  for  as  we  were  enjoying  our  bottle, 
a  meffengcr  brought  him  down  a  brevet  of 
Rear-Admiral,  and  the  intelligence  that  he  was 

appointed 
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appointed  to  command  in  the  Black  Sea :  he 
therefore  immediately  repaired  to  |  St.  Peterf- 
burgh,  and  foon  afterwards  to  his  ftation. 

I  continued  with  the  Duchefs.  In  her  com- 
pany were  a  French  lady  Mad.  de  Porquet, 
lifter  to  Monf.  de  Cocove,  and  a  French  Secre- 
tary, whofe  name  I  do  not  recollect.  At  my 
arrival,  I  found  they  had  all  quarrelled,  and 
were  not  upon  fpeaking  terms.  Mad.  de  Por- 
quet was  in  fact  fo  much  chagrined,  fhe  kept 
her  room.  On  which  the  Duchefs,  in  all  the 
native  violence  of  her  difpofition,  locked  her  in, 
and  actually  detained  her  a  prifoner  in  that 
ftate  for  fome  days,  in  fpite  of  all  my  remon- 
ftrances. 

The  poor  French  Secretary  was  fo  much 
terrified  at  thefe  tyrannical  procedings,  that 
he  ran  away  the  fame  night,  without  even 
venturing  to  take  a  great  coat  with  him.  In 
an  almoft  defolate  country,  in  the  dead  of 
winter,  and  without  the  fmalleft  knowledge  of 
the  language,  he  had  to  travel  twenty  miles  to 
the  Baron  Rofen's,  who,  in  that  dreary  fpot,  is 
ailed  a  neighbour.  He  luckily  overcook  a 
peafant  with  a  fledge  by  the  way,  to  whom, 
by  repeating  the  name  of  Rofen,  he  fortunately 
made  known  his  wifhes ;  and  being  placed  in 
the  vehicle,  and  covered  with  a  fheep  fkin,   he, 

at 
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at  length,  reached  the  Baron's  more  dead  than 
alive. 

As  foon  as  we  arrived,  the  Baron  fent  a  fer- 
vant  to  rne  with  a  letter,  wherein  he  ftates  that 
he  could  not  refufc  the  poor  Secretary  the 
rights  of  hofpitality;  adding,  that  he  could 
wifh  the  Duchefs  would  abftain  from  fuch  acts 
of  violence;  and  concluded,  by  defiring  me  to 
endeavour  to  effect,  a  reconciliation  between 
them.  I  laid  this  letter  before  the  Duchefs, 
who  fent  me  to  the  Baron's ;  but  the  French- 
man would  not  liften  to  the  propofals  I  was 
authorized  to  make,  which  were  to  pay  him 
his  wages,  but  perfifted  in  his  intention  of  going 
to  Peterfburgh  to  intereft  the  French  Minifter 
in  his  caufe. 

I  returned  next  morning,  and  prevailed  upon 
the  Duchefs  to  permit  Mad.  de  Porquet  to  go 
where  me  would.  This  lady,  who,  it  feems, 
had  preconcerted  matters  with  her  lover,  the 
Secretary,  went  to  St.  Peterfburgh,  and  laid 
her  complaint  before  the  Marquis  de  Verac, 
the  French  Minifter  there.  The  Marquis 
apprifed  the  Duchefs  of  the  complaint,  and  I 
was  fent  to  St.  Peterfburgh  to  negotiate  for 
her  with  them  ;  the  confequence  of  which  was, 
that  the  Duchefs  was  to  pay  Madame  de  Por- 
quet fix  hundred  ducats  in  fpecic,  on  condition 

of 
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of  immediately  returning  to  France;  and  I  was, 
at  the  expence  of  the  Duchefs,  to  conduct  her 
to  Dantzic,  whether  I  was  going  to  meet  my 
own  family,  to  bring  them  to  the  houfe  which 
the  Duchefs  had  given  me  on  her  eftate,  within 
a  fhort  league  of  that  (lie  inhabited. 

The  Duchefs  had  taken  my  receipt  for  the 
money  with  which  fhe  had  entrufted  me  to  pay 
Madame  de  Porquet  on  her  arrival  at  Dantzic, 
charging  me  to  take  her  receipt  there ;  a  fecm- 
ing  reconciliation  then  took  place,  and  Ma- 
dame de  Porquet  ftaid  a  few  days  at  her  Grace's 
feat  to  pack  up  her  effects.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  Duchefs  ordered  her  fie  ward  Mr.  Wilkinfon 
to  prepare  one  of  thofe  carriages,  which  are 
ufed  in  Ruffia  in  time  of  fnow,  and  which 
refembles  the  body  of  a  coach,  only  much  long- 
er, to  be  got  ready.  Thefe  carriages  aie  fur- 
nifhed  with  beds;  and  when  Mr.  Wilkinfon 
informed  her  Grace  that  the  machine  was  ready 
with  two  beds,  fhe  fmartly  enough  replied: — 
"  You  have  done  well,  Mr.  Wilkinfon,  but 
"  your  precaution  was  unneceffary ;  I  will  an- 
1  fwer  for  it,   one  bed  will  ferve  them  before 

they  reach  Dantzic." — 

Having  obtained,  with  my  commiflion,    two 

onths  leave  of  abfence,  and  permiflion  to  leave 
the  country,  I  fet  forward  without  any  further 
pplication  to  court. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  III. 

The  author  performs  bis  miffion  to  Dantzic,  and  re- 
turning is  met  by  a  meffenger  to  hajlen  his  journey. 
— Arrives  at  St.  Peterjburg,  and  is  ordered  to 
wait  the  Empnfs's  difpatches. — The  Duchefs  of 
King/Ion's  conduct. — Determines  to  remove  his  fa- 
mily to  Narva,  on  account  of  the  Duchefs' 's  tyran- 
nical difpofition. — Leaves  the  capital,  with  per- 
miffion  to  go  to  the  Duchefs' s  houfe. — Laws  re- 
f peeling  travellers  in  Rujfia. — Quarrels  zvith  the 
Duchefs. — Removes  bis  family  to  Narva,  and 
fets  out  for  Cherfon. 

1  paid  the  money  on  my  arrival  at  Dantzic  to 
Madame  de  Porquet,  and  took  her  receipt  for 
it,  according  to  the  Duchefs's  directions.  My 
family  were  waiting  for  me ;  I  however  found 
it  neceffary  to  remain  fome  days  there ;  and  I 
was  further  fo  delayed  by  the  badnefs  of  the 
weather  and  roads,  that  my  two  months  had 
fome  time  expired.  In  the  mean  time,  Prince 
Potemkin,  finding  himfelf  obliged  from  cir- 
camftances  to  fet  oif  immediately  for  the  army, 
had  applied  to  Sir  James  Harris  to  know  where 
I  was.  In  confequence  an  exprefs  was  fent  off 
for  me,  (whom  I  met  in  Livonia,  about  a" hun- 
dred 
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dred  miles  from  the  Duchefs's),  to  acquaint  me 
with  the  Prince's  orders,  and  to  haften  my 
journey. 

The  inftant  I  met  the  courier  I  left  my  fa- 
mily to  come  forward  as  their  heavy  carriages 
would  permit  them ;  and  proceeded  with  the 
utmoft  rapidity  to  the  Duchefs's  houfc.  She* 
exprefled  much  fatisfaction  at  my  arrival,  and 
the  great  anxiety  the  length  of  my  abfence  had 
given  her  on  account  of  the  Prince's  want  of 
me.  Without  more  lofs  of  time  I  fet  off  for 
St.  Peterlburgh.  I  immediately  went  to  Sir 
James  Harris,  who  feemed  hurt  at  my  delay, 
and  told  me  that  there  were  inftructions  for  me 
at  the  War  Office,  but  that  Potemkin  was  gone: 
he  prefled  my  departure  to  follow  the  Prince, 
adding,  (for  I  will  ufe  his  own  words,)  u  You 
"  may  make  your  own  terms  with  him ;  he 
"  cannot  do  without  you." 

I  went  immediately  to  court,  and  received 
inftructions  to  wait  her  Majefry's  difpatches, 
with  which  I  was  to  follow  the  Prince  to  Cher- 
fon,  who  had  taken  the  circuitous  road  of 
Warfaw.  Having  received  thefe  directions, 
and  not  being  able  to  leave  St.  Peterlburgh 
without  the  commands  of  the  Emprefs,  I  wrote 
a  letter  to  my  wife,  to  endeavour  to  fopthe  the 
feelings  which  an  amiable,  virtuous,  and  affec- 
tionate woman  muft  naturally  feel  at  the  depar- 
ture 
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turc  of  the  hufband  flie  loved,  and  who  doated 
upon  her:  nor  was  it  an  eafy  talk  to  frame  a  letter 
capable  of  producing  fuch  an  effect,  in  a  coun- 
try where  lhe  knew  not  a  face  except  the  Du- 
chefs,  nor  could  make  her  defires  known  in  the 
language  of  the  place.  I  reprefented  to  her 
that  my  ftay  at  the  army  would  be  but  fhort ; 
that  my  being  in  the  fuite  of  the  Prince  would 
infure  me  from  much  danger,  even  fuppofing 
there  mould  be  any  war,  which  I  did  not  ima- 
gine there  would,  for  that  certainly  the  Crimea 
would  be  taken  pofTeifion  of  without  a  fhot 
being  fired:  finally,  I  promifed  to  fee  her  pre- 
vious to  my  departure,  and  bring  her  to  Narva, 
where  I  had  already  fent  to  take  a  houfe. 

The  fame  courier  carried  a  letter  to  the  Du- 
chefs,  in  a  fomewhat  more  military  ftyle :  I 
dwelt  upon  the  valour  of  Potemkin,  and  his 
turn  for  enterprize ;  I  declared  that,  not  con- 
tented with  following  where  he  would  lead,  I 
would  endeavour  to  be  foremoft  in  the  field  of 
glory  ;  for  that  I  was  determined  to  fhew  the 
Ruffians  that  a  Scot  was  neither  their  inferior  in 
fupporting  fatigue,  nor  encountering  danger. 

The  Duchefs  betrayed  the  confidence  I  had 
repofed  in  her;  for  when  my  wife  mewed  her 
the  letter  fhe  had  received  from  me,  and  even 
which  was  hardly  enough  to  enable  her  to  fup- 
pqrr.  my  departure,  her  Gracex  with,  that  hypo- 
critical 
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Critical  cant  (he  fo  well  knew  how  to  affume, 
inveighed  againft  my  falfc  reprefentations  ;  and, 
by  way  of  completing  her  cruelty,  concluded 
by  mowing  the  letter  me  had  received  from 
me. 

The  effect  of  this  frightful  ecclaircifferr.ent, 
upon  the  fenfibility  of  a  delicate  woman,  may 
be  ealier  conceived  than  expreffed.  She  wrote 
a  letter  to  Sir  James  Harris,  and  another  to 
myfelf,  in  the  moft  pathetic  terms  that  affec- 
tion could  poflibly  fuggeft.  She  expreffed  the 
moft  anxious  folicitude,  left  the  impetuofity  of 
my  temper  mould  hurry  me  into  unneceffary 
dangers ;  in  fine,  fhe  wrote,  to  ufe  Sir  James's 
own  words,  <r  as  none  but  an  Englijhwoman  could 
"  write." 

It  will  be  readily  believed  that  the  Duchefs's 
behaviour  to  Mad.  Porquet  had  not  contributed 
to  raife  in  my  mind  any  high  veneration  for 
her  character,-  and  the  idea  of  leaving  a  wife 
and  children,  whom  I  loved  with  the  tendered 
affection,  in  the  power  of  a  woman,  who  alrea- 
dy had  fported  in  the  moft  unfeeling  manner 
with  her  forrows,  became  unfupportable.  I 
had  in  fact  dreaded  fomething  of  the  kind,  and 
had  taken  a  houfe  at  Narva,  diftant  between 
twenty  and  thirty  miles  from  the  Duchefs's 
eftate,  to  ferve  as  a  retreat  to  my  family;  and  I 
low  refolved,  without  lofs  of  time,  to  remove 
C  them 
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them  thither.  I  therefore  wrote  to  my  wife  id 
confole  her  as  well  as  I  was  able,  telling  her, 
that  Sir  James  Harris  had  acquainted  me  with 
fome  paffages  of  her  letter,  and  defiring  her  to 
prepare  for  her  departure  without  giving  a  hint  of 
it  to  the  Duchefs,  till  I  mould  come  down.  In 
the  courfe  of  a  couple  of  days  I  was  fent  for  to 
court  to  receive  the  difpatches  of  the  Emprefs 
for  Potemkin  ;  it  was  then  evening  :  my  orders- 
were  to  leave  St.  Peterfburgh  that  night.  A  furrr 
of  money  was  paid  me  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
for  the  expenccs  of  fo  long  a  journey,  and  a 
Serjeant  of  the  Guards  (who  bears  the  rank  of 
Lieutenant  in  the  armyj  and  who  fpoke  the 
French  and  German  languages,  was  ordered  to 
attend  me.  My  route  to  the  army  lying  through 
Narva,  and  my  difpatches  requiring  no  hafte 
(as  it  was  expecled  I  mould  be  at  Cherfon  be- 
fore the  Prince  got  there,)  on  taking  leave  of 
her  Majefty,  I  folicited  permiffion  to  go  off  my 
road  to  the  Duchefs's  houfe  for  twenty-four 
hours ;  this  favour  was  benevolently  granted ; 
and  I  went  to  take  leave  of  Sir  James  Harris, 
and  then  to  the  hotel  where  my  carriage  and 
iervants  were,  from  whence  I  meant  to  have  fet 
off  immediately.  While  my  equipage  was  pre- 
paring, I  was  prevailed  on  by  fome  officers  to 
gamble  ;  at  which  we  continued  till  it  was  an- 
nounced to  me  that  all  was  ready.     Unfortu-^ 

nately- 


MAJOR    SEMPLE     LISLE.  J  9 

nately,  however,  I  had  not  only  loft  all  the  Em- 
prefs's  money,  but  all  my  own  ;  and  had  nd 
other  refource  but  to  fend  immediately  to  Sir 
James  Harris  to  acquaint  him  with  my  embar- 
raffment ;  who  immediately,  though  he  was  then 
in  bed,  difpatched  his  butler  to  mc  with  five 
hundred  roubles.  Thus  reinforced,  I  inftantly 
fet  off. 

When  I  reached  Narva,  I  left  there  my  mili- 
tary equipage,  and  went  in  a  fmall  carriage  of 
the  country  to  the  Duchefs's  feat.  I  found  my 
wife  and  family  already  in  the  houfe  her  Grace 
had  given  us.  I  then  began  to  explain  the  mo- 
tives of  our  intended  removal ;  I  told  her  Grace 
that,  confidering  the  hazardous  fervice  I  was 
going  upon,  and  that  no  military  man  who  was 
going  to  the  field  of  action  could  ever  fay  his 
return  was  certain,  I  thought  it  necelfary  my 
wife  fhould  have  fome  eftablifhment  to  call  a 
home ;  that  though  Ihe  could  as  often  and  as 
long  as  Ihe  chofe  take  up  her  abode  with  her 
Grace,  ftill,  fhould  any  thing  happen  to  me, 
Narva  would  always,  particularly  in  the  event 
of  the  Duchefs  leaving  Ruflia,  prove  a  retreat 
where  fhe  would  find  friends  of  her  own  na- 
tion ;  whereas,  in  her  prefent  fituation,  fhe  was 
an  entire  ftranger  to  every  one,  nor  had  more 
than  one  fervant  who  underftood  the  language 
of  the  country.  To  this  the  Duchefs  replied; 
G  2  jfirft 
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firir  with  a  flood  of  tears,  and  a  complaint  that  I 
was  depriving  her  of  her  only  companion  ;  and 
then  (finding  me  unmoved)  with  a  torrent  of 
abufc  that  would  have  done  credit  to  Billings- 
gate, concluded  with  faying,  we  might  both  go 
to  the  d — 1. 

It  is  neceflary  to  inform  my  readers  that,  by 
the:  laws  of  Ruflia,  no  perfon  can  travel  from 
the  capital  without  a  paflport  defcribing  his 
route,  which  he  is  not  at  liberty  to  alter  ;  in  the 
country,  travellers  muft  have  a  pais  from  the 
perfon  whofe  enate  they  may  have  been  upon, 
before  they  quit  it,  or  no  port-matter  dare  fur- 
nifh  them  with  horfes.  On  my  application  at 
the  poft-houfe,  which  was  not  above  half  a  mile 
from  the  Duchefs's,  I  was  not  only  told  that 
they  durft  not  fupply  me  with  horfes,  but  that  they 
had  her  Grace's  exprefs  prohibition  t»  that  ef- 
fect. I  anfwercd  the  port-matter,  that  I  mould 
remove  that  difficulty  by  taking  his  or  her  horfes 
by  force.  I  inftantly  removed  my  family  to  the 
polt-houfe.  I  juft  then  recollected  that  I  had 
given  the  receipt  I  had  obtained  from  Madame 
dc  Porquet  at  Dantzic  to  the  Duchefs,  without 
her  Grace  having  returned  me  that  which  fhe 
required  of  mc,  when  fhe  entrufted  the  money 
to  my  charge.  I  begun  to  be  apprehenfive  of 
her  making  a  bad  ufe  of  it ;  I  therefore  wrote 
a  note  to  Mr.  \Y  ilk  info  n  her  tteward,  requeft- 
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ing  my  receipt.     The  Duchefs  muffled  with  ex- 


-cufes,  that  fhe  could  not  come  at  it ;  that  fhe 
would  give  it  to  my  wife,  and  fuch  like  eva- 
fions  ;  and  inftantly  jumping  into  her  carriage* 
drove  into  the  woods,  to  prevent  further  appli- 
cations on  my  part.  I  fent  one  of  her  own  fe-r- 
vants  after  her  Grace  to  tell  her,  that  unicfs  I 
had  my  own  receipt,  or  a  difcharge  from  her  in 
one  hour  from  that  time,  that  I  would  force  my 
way  into  her  houfe,  and  carry  off  her  cajjcttet 
which  I  would  lay  at  the  Prince's  feet,  and  in- 
treat  him  to  judge  between  us.  In  a  few  mi- 
nutes, Mr.  Wilkinfon  brought  me  the  receipt 
I  demanded,  and  I  fet  out  for  Narva,  where  I 
refred  fcarcely  one  moment  before  I  proceeded 
&qi  Cherfon  to  join  the  Prince. 


c3 
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CHAP.  IV. 

-  ■iihor  arrives  at  Cherfon,  and  delivers  bis  dif- 
patches  to  Prince  Potemkin. — An  exprejs  arrives 
from  the  Duchefs  of  Kingjlon  complaining  of  him 
to  the  Prince,  zcbicb  is  received  and  anfisuered  in  a 
very  mortifying  manner. — Some  acconnt  of  Cher/on. 
— The  Corfes  Expulfcs,  a  corps  of  them  given  to 
the  author  to  organize. — Ajlonifhing  atchievement 
of  the  Emprefs  in  building  Jhips. — Mode  of  launch- 
ing and  navigating  them  down  the  river  Nieper. — 
Admiral  Mackenzie  and  Captain  Taitc. — Mili- 
tary arrangements. — Mutiny  among  the  Corfes 
Expulfes. 

In  fpite  of  my  delays,  and  the  heavinefs  of  my 
equipage,  having  with  me  all  my  baggage  for 
the  field,  I  reached  Cherfon  in  twelve  days 
from  the  time  of  my  leaving  St.  Peterfburgh.  I 
there  found  the  Prince,  who  had  not  arrived 
many  hours  before  me.  I  delivered  to  him  the 
packet  I  had  received  from  the  Minifter  of  War 
Count  Moufchkin  Poufchkin,  and  the  letter 
from  her  Majefiy,  the  contents  of  which  was 
not  lefs  pleafing  to  myfelf  than  the  Prince,  as 
the  Emprefs  fpeaking  of  me,  concluded  by  fay- 
ing, "  May  you  in  battle  always  have  a  man 

"  like 
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c<  like  him  by  your  fide,  and  a  friend  like' me 
-"  wherever  you  go." 

Next  day  an  exprefs  arrived  from  the  Duchefs. 
for  the  Prince,  with  heavy  complaints  of  my 
conduct  to  her,  my  delays  upon  the  road,  and  a 
long  firing  of  &c.'s.  This  furnifhed  matter  of 
amufement  to  the  Prince,  who  could  not  en- 
dure her;  forfhe,  partly  through  her  ignorance 

f  the  Emprefs's  permiffion  for  me  to  go  out  of 
my  route,  and  partly  through  malice,  had  fo 
caricatured  the  ftory,  that  it  became  the  fubjccl 
of  laughter  to  all  who  heard  it.  To  add  to  her 
mortification,  he  made  me  not  only  read  it  to 
him,  but  anfwer  it  forthwith ;  which  I  did  in 
French  to  the  following  efFecT,  fometime  in  the 
month  of  July  1783:  "  Madam,  I  had  the  ho- 
Cf  nour  to  receive  yourdifpatch  from  his  High- 
"  nefs ;  I  had  alfo  the  honour  to  read  it  to  him; 
"  and  am,  by  his  Highnefs's  commands, 
"  Madam,  &c.  &c.  &c." 
Cherfon  is  a  town  which  the  Emprefs  built 
on  the  river  Nieper  feveral  leagues  above  its 
mouth,  with  the  view  of  forming  a  new  colony 
there;  for  this  purpofe  me  iffued,  by  her  Mini- 
iter  at  Leghorn,  a  proclamation  to  the  exiled 
Corficans,  by  the  title  of  Les  Corfes  Expulfes ; 
under  which  name  perfons  of  all  nations  affem- 

Ied  at  her  rendezvous,  and  were  tranfported  by 

the  way  of  the  Dardenelles  and  Black  Sea  to 

C  4  Cherfon. 
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Cherfon.     Of  the  real  Corlicans>    about    25Q, 
who  w  ere  all  military,  fhe  formed  a  corps,  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  appellation  of  Royal  Corfi- 
cans,  which  I  was  directed  to  organize.     Here 
it  was  the  Emprefs  put   in  practice  the  exalted 
fcheme  of  building  (hips  of  war  for  the  expedi- 
tion on  the  .Black  Sea.     They  were  conftructed 
upon  a  river  fcarcely  navigable  for  a  fmall  floop, 
the  wood  and  iron  for  their  conftruction  brought 
from  a   diftance  of  700  miles  up  the  country, 
fome  of  it  much  farther,  and  every  gun  came  not 
much  lefs  than  1000  miles  by  land.  The  mode  of 
launching  and  navigating  thefe  veileis  down  to 
the  fca  was  curious  ;  the  Nieper,  as  before  ob- 
fcrved,  being  extremely  fhallow,  and  not  very 
broad,  a  fort  of  pool  was  firft  formed  in  the  bed 
of  the  river  oppofite  to  the  dock,  then  two  large 
rafts,  which  were  called   Camels,  were  placed  fo 
as  to   receive   the  veflel    as    fhe  Aid  from  the 
flocks,  from  which  Hie  was  eafed  down  without 
much   rapidity;    being  feated  between  the  ca- 
mels, as   in  a  cradle,  fhe  was  thus  floated  down 
the  river  paft  the  Turkifh  fortrefs  of  Ofchacow, 
and  into  the  Black  Sea.     Had   not  I   been  an 
eye-witnefs   to  this  ftupendous  work,  I  fhould 
hardly  have  ventured  to  have  related  it ;  it  was 
truly  worthy  the  comprehenfive  mind  of  fuch  a 
fovtreign ;     it   completely    formed  a  maritime 
farrier  againft  her  troublefome  neighbours   the 

Turks,, 
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Turks,  and  opened  a  channel  for  trade  from  her 
territories  to  the  Mediterranean. 

Admiral  Mackenzie,  whole  name  may  truly 
be  faid  to  have  graced  an  early  part  of  this  nar- 
rative, had  gone  round  to  the  harbour  of  A&i- 
are,  now  called  Sebaftapole  ;  he  had  there,  with 
the  rapidity  which  diflinguifhed  all  his  move- 
ments, begun  to  build  a  houfe  for  himfelf,  ma- 
rine barracks,  hofpital,  ftore-houfes,  erccl:  bat- 
teries, and  put  the  harbour  in  a  refpectable  jftate 
of  defence. 

A  vice-admiral  remained  at  Cherfon  with  fe- 
vcral  captains,  among  whom  was  Captain,  now 
Admiral  Taite,  who,  at  the  time  I  am  writing 
this,  is  lying  with  a  Ruflian  fleet,  which  he  com- 
mands, at  Yarmouth,  a  molt  amiable  man  and 
intelligent  officer;  for  whom,  in  common  with 
all  who  knew  him,  I  entertained  the  highefr.  ef- 
teem ;  an  efteem  which  I  exhibited  in  my  ufual 
imprudent  manner,  by  vifiting  him  at  a  time 
when  we  were  directed  not  to  go  near  his  houfe, 
becaufe  he  was  lick  (fuppofed  to  be  of  the 
plague,  which  had  broke  out  among  us)  a  pre- 
caution ufed  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  the 
infection  :  but,  independent  of  his  focial  quali- 
ties, he  had  another  ftrong  claim  on  me,  he  is  a 
Scot.  For  this  vifit  I  was  feverely  reprimanded 
by  the  General  of  the  day,  Solticoff,  and  dared 
pot  to  approach  the  Prince  for  feveral  days. 

The 
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The  now  well-known  Field- Marfhall  Suwar- 
row,  and  Ramfay  Count  of  Balmain,  were  al- 
ready in  the  Crimea,  whither  Potemkin  follow- 
ed, leaving  me  behind  to  organize  the  corps  of 
Royal  Corficans,  and  then  to  join  him.  The 
Prince  of  Wirtemberg,  whofe  fifter  was  mar- 
ried to  the  Grand  Duke  of  Ruffia,  arrived  at 
Cherfon  about  this  time;  he  was  then  Lieute- 
nant-General,  and  was  left  there  by  Potemkin 
to  command  the  refervc. 

My  Corficans,  though  brave  fine  fellows, 
were,  as  is  their  character,  quite  undifciplined ; 
and,  as  they  were  the  objedls  of  curiofity  to  the 
whole  army,  our  manoeuvres  were  interrupted 
by  the  numbers  thus  drawn  together ;  I  there- 
fore retired  with  them  from  the  ground  where 
the  Ruffians  lay  to  a  little  fpot  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  town,  between  that  and  the  Bifhop's  pa- 
Jace,  where  I   daily  trained  them. 

To  ihew  the  turbulent  difpofition  of  the  Cor- 
ficans, I  fhall  give  the  following  inftance  :  1 
had  given  them  permiffion  to  fell  fome  old 
ftores  and  copper  kettles  which  they  had  brought 
with  them  in  the  fhips,  and  for,  which  we  had 
no  ufe.  About  the  produce  of  thefe  articles 
they  difagreed.  One  evening,  while  I  was  at 
the  Ruffian  camp,  on  a  vifit  to  the  Command- 
ing General,  a  letter  was  delivered  to  me  from 
the  officer  I  had  left  on  command,  which  I  in- 

inftantly 
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fiantly  read.     By  this  I  was  informed  that  my 
camp  was  in  confufion,  and  that  the  men  were 
firing  upon  each  other.     Without  faying  one 
word  to  the  general,   I  inftantly  rofe  from  table, 
and  having  previoufly  requefteda  colonel  of  in- 
fantry, whofe  regiment  lay  nearefl  me,  to  fend 
a  detachment   of  his   men  before  day-light  to 
furround  my  camp,   I  galloped  home  as  faft  as 
I  was  able.     The  night  was  dark ;  and  I  had  a 
vaft  open  common  to  pafs  :  however,  I  reached 
my  camp,  being  partly  guided  by  the  flames 
and  reports  of  the  mufkets.     On  my  arrival  I 
inftantly  began  to  fire  among  them  with  my 
piftols ;  and,  as  my  voice  was  perfectly  known, 
all   was   prefently  quiet,  and  each  in  his   tent. 
I  gave  orders  to  be  called  at  day-break;  when 
afking  the  officer  of  the  guard  if  he  faw  any 
thing  near  the  camp,  he.  told  me  there  were 
fome  fmall  bodies   of  infantry  on  three  fides, 
the   fourth   being   covered    by   the  river  ;    on 
which   I  ordered  the  drums  to  beat  to  arms. 
As  foon  as  my  men  were  on  the  parade,  they 
were  difarmed,  and  the  caufe  of  the  quarrel  en- 
quired into ;  when  the  kettles,  &c.   appearing 
to  be  all  they  had  fought  about,  the  leaders 
were    feverely    and   inftantly   punifhed  :    thus 
tranquillity  was  reftored. 
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CHAP.     V. 

Improvements  tn  the  Ruffian  army  by  the  author. — 
Remarks  oh  military  uniforms. — RuJJian  pea/ants. 
— Remarks  on  the  proper  ufe  of  the  bayonet  in 
txercife.—A  refutation  of  an  anonymous  libeller. 
— The  author  having  compleated  the  organization 
of  the  CorficanSy  fets  off  to  the  army  in  the  Cri- 
mea.—-His  flattering  reception. — Character  of  the 
commanders,  Potemkin  and  Suivarrow. — Ruffian 
foldierst  their  characler  and  hardinefs. 

JL/uring  my  firft  converfations  with  Potemkin 
at  Peterfburgh,  he  had  afked  my  opinion  of  the 
Ruffian  army;  and  I  frankly  told  him  that  im- 
provements might  be  made,  in  both  their  drefs 
and^  manoeuvres. 

The  Ruffian  uniform  confifted  of  a  green 
coat,  lined  and  faced  wi,th  red,  very  tight,  and 
fo  long  that  it  incommoded  the  wearer,  by 
beating  on  the  calves  of  his  legs ;  the  breeches, 
which  were  alfo  tight,  did  but  barely  cover  the 
knee-joint;  and  as  the  Ruffian  foldiers,  both 
cavalry  and  infantry  wear  boots,  though  of  a 
different  form,  a  vacancy  between  the  knee- 
welt  of  the  breeches  and  the  boots  became  una- 
voidable ;  the  hat  was  very  fmall,  and  unfit  for 
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d  covering  in  a  cold  country ;  on  which  account 
the  foldiers  added  a  piece  of  flannel  on  each 
fide  to  cover  the  ears,  and  guard  againft  the  fe- 
verity  of  the  weather.  This  cloathing  being  ve- 
ry  inconvenient,  to  (hew  the  Prince  my  ideas 
on  the  fubject,  I  had  dreffes  made  for  myfelf 
and  a  private,  of  the  uniform  which  is  frill  re- 
tained, without  any  material  alteration;  and 
which  was  alio  we'd  to  be  at  once  elegant,  con- 
venient, and  well  adapted  to  the  feverities  af 
the  climate.  I  mult  here  remark,  that  elegance 
mould  always,  in  forne  degree,  be  confulted  in 
the  formation  of  a  military  uniform  ;  for  if  we 
wifh  the  foldier  to  keep  up  that  nicety  of  ap- 
pearance which  is  fo  becoming  in  military  men, 
we  mud  make  him  proud  of  his  own  figure. 
In  Ruflia  this  was  more  than  any  where  necefla^ 
ry,  for  the  peafantry,  (who  fupply  the  recruits 
for  the  army),  are  the  moft  fiovenly  of  mortals ; 
their  outfide  drefs  being  made  of  fheep-fkin, 
which  they  wear  with  the  woolly  fide  inwards, 
unlefs  here  and  there,  in  the  vicinity  of  noble- 
men's feats,  fome  have  them  of  coarfe  cloth : 
yet  fuch  is  the  effecl:  of  making  men  pteafed 
with  themfelves,  that  at  prefent  the  Ruffian  ar- 
my may  vie  with  any  in  the  world,  for  appear- 
ance and  fubordination.  The  Prince,  thinking 
to  improve  upon  me,  put  in  orders,  (without  my 
knowledge)   that  the  hair  of  the  foldiers  Ihould 

te 
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be  cropped,  and  that  the  bayonet  fhould  only 
be  fixed  when  they  were  about  to  charge  the 
enemy.  As  I  was  the  acknowledged  author  of 
the  alteration  in  the  uniform,  thefe  novelties 
were  likewife  attributed  to  me,  and  I  was  hearti- 
ly abufed  for  all.  The  cropping  of  foldiers' 
hair,  (unlefs  occafionally  for  a  parrifan's  corps) 
I  always  difapproved,  as  by  giving  an  opening 
to  negligence,  it  ferves  to  introduce  flovenli- 
nefs ;  and  whoever  will  reflect  for  a  fingle  mo- 
ment on  the  different  poife  of  a  mufket  with 
and  without  the  bayonet  fixed,  as  well  as  on 
the  abfolute  neceflity  of  learning  to  load  and 
fire  with  fixed  bayonets,  will,  I  truft,  fuppofe 
me  incapable  of  proceeding  on  fo  erroneous  a 
principle  ;  and  will,  with  me,  think  that  the 
mufquet  and  bayonet  fhould  be  infeparable. 
Accordingly,  in  a  few  days,  the  crops  were 
fupplied  with  falfe  tails;  but  I  had  fome  diffi- 
culty to  prevail  upon  the  Prince  to  reinftate  the 
bayonet  in  its  proper  place. 

I  did  not,  till  this  moment,  know  what  the 
author  of  the  Life  of  the  Emprefs  Catherine  II. 
(publilhed  by  Longman  of  Patcr-nofter  Row, 
and  Debrett  of  Piccadilly)  has  thought  proper 
to  fay  of  me  (vol.  iii.  p.  20.  2d  edit.)  refpecling 
my  fituation  with  Prince  Potemkin  and  the  Du- 
chefs  of  Kingfton: 

"  By  bis  advice  the  Prince  introduced  feveral 

n  new 
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'•'  new  regulations  into  the  army,  both  in  regard 
**  to  drefs  and  manoeuvres  ;  and  had  it  not  been 
"  for  fome  manoeuvres  of  another  nature,  fuch  as 
:<  writing  to  the  Duchefs  of  Kingfton,  that  he 
'(  would  come  by  night  with  fome  foldiers,  and 
**  break  into  her  houfe,  unlefs  fhe  fent  him  a 
ct  certain  fum  of  money,  &c.    there  is   not  a 

*  doubt  but  he  would  foon  have  been  raifed  to 
t(  the  rank  of  a  general  officer,  or  appointed 
"  conful  at  whatever  place  he  chofe." — He 
goes  ©n  to  fay,  that, <f  After  his  difmiflion  from 

*  the  confidence  of  Prince  Potemkin,  on  his 
**  way  to  England,  Major  Semple  laid  the  mer- 
**  chants  of  Peteriburgh,  Narva,  Riga,  &c.  un- 
w  der  contribution  by  a  variety  of  impoftures." 

It  is  the  eternal  fate  of  falfhood  to  contradict 
itfelf :  and  though  I  have  given  in  the  preced- 
ing pages  an  account  of  my  affair  with  the  Du- 
chefs of  Kingfton,  which  I  challenge  earth  or 
hell  to  contradict,  flill,  as  this  worthlcfs  fcrib- 
bler,  who  would  tremble  at  my  very  fhadow,> 
may  gain  credit  with  fome,  I  will,  in  one  mo- 
ment, point  out  his  abfurdities.  Had  I  dared 
to  have  threatened  the  Duchefs  of  Kingfton,  as 
he  has  afferted,  a  well-founded  complaint  (to 
which  my  own  letter  muft  have  given  an  irre- 
fiftible  weight,)  would  have  procured  me  a  ba- 
nifhment  for  life  to  Siberia  ;  befides,  this  quar- 
rel happened  before  I  joined  the  Prince  at  Cher- 

fon ; 
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fon :  and  was  it,  I  will  afk,  probable,  that  he  would 
have  received  me  into  his  favour,  intruded  rhe 
with  the  organizing  of  a  new  corps,  and  after- 
wards treated  me  as  will  appear  hereafter,  had  I 
been  frained  with  robbery  ?  As  to  my  frauds 
on  the  merchants,  while  I  ivas  in  favour,  they 
might  have  been  poffible  ;  but,  for  a  man  difgra- 
iedt  they  would  have  been  an  utter  impoffibility. 
Befides,  I  did  not  pafs  through,  or  near  Riga  ; 
for  I  went  from  Petersburgh  to  Narva,  where  I 
embarked,  and  went  down  the  Eaft  Sea  to  Co- 
penhagen. 

Such  peftilent  libellers  are  unfit  to  be  fuffered 
in  the  world.  Such  have  been  my  ruin ;  and 
the  author  of  the  above,  who,  I  am  informed, 
is  a  prielt,  certainly  affords  a  mocking  proof 
of  that  depravity  which  perhaps  may,  if  ever  I 
live  to  meet  him,  render  his  gown  but  an 
infecure  protection.  If  he  has  any  honour,  let 
him  contradid  his  unfounded  affertions :  but 
why  ihould  I  afk  him  ?  Had  he  any  honour,  he 
would  not  have  wrote  it.  One  good,  however, 
refults  from  his  fcurrility :  I  am  enabled  by 
thefe  anecdotes  of  myfelf,  to  judge  of  the  au- 
thenticity of  thofe  parts  of  his  hiffory  which  I 
have  not  yet  had  time  to  look  at. 

Having  trained  and  difciplined  my  Corfkans, 
I  proceeded  to  the  army,  and  joined  the  Prince 
>n  the  heights  above  the  town  of  Karafu-bafar, 

in 
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in  the  Crimea;  where  my  pride  was  not  a  little 
flattered  by  feeing  the  uniform  of  which  I  had 
given  the  model  worn  by  an  immenfe  army, 
and  my  manoeuvres  adopted  and  applauded. 
I  was  then  about  twenty-five,  and  with  my 
natural  vanity,  this  diftinction  almoft  turned 
my  brain,  as  it  perhaps  might  have  done  to 
men  much  older  and  wifer  then  myfelf;  and  if 
I  had  no  very  great  fhare  of  prudence  in  pecu- 
niary matters  before,  this  made  me  quite  re- 
gardlefs  of  them. 

I  was  now  at  the  Prince's  right-hand  day  and 
night ;  he  loaded  me  with  honours,  and  I  left 
nothing  in  the  line  of  duty  undone  to  deferve 
them.  Potemkin  was  juftly  placed  among  the 
firft  characters  of  this  or  any  other  age ;  brave, 
open,  rough,  and  impetuous,  he  was  firft  in 
every  exploit  of  danger  ;  fudden  in  his  manoeu- 
vres, his  plans  were  conceived  and  executed 
with  unparalleled  rapidity  ;  in  the  field  he  knew 
no  character  but  a  foldier,  nor  could  age  or 
rank  plead  with  him  any  excufe  for  relaxation 
from  the  rules  of  duty. 

Suwarrow  was  with  us,  already  acting  a 
diftinguifhed  part.  Bold  and  impetuous  as 
his  commander,  he  was  indefatigable  in  duty, 
and  feemed  to  afpire,  by  copying  fo  great  a 
mafter,  at  that  rivallhip  of  glory  to  which  he 
has  now  arrived. 

D  The 
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The  Ruffian  foldiers  feem  fitted  by  nature 
for  war;  their  hardinefs  is  unparalleled,  as 
eafily  may  be  imagined  from  the  manner  in 
which  they  live.  Their  magazines  are  not  as 
with  other  armies*  depofited  with  even  a  finical 
care ;  their  provision,  which  is  rye  meal,  is 
piled  up  like  pyramids  in  bags  in  the  open 
air,  where,  by  alternate  expofure  to  rain  and 
fcorching  fun,  I  have  fecn  it  fo  baked  toge- 
ther that  it  was  obliged  to  be  hewed  out  with 
axes.  The  raw  meal  is  ferved  out  to  the  com- 
panies ;  and  where  they  have  no  wood,  (as  was 
the  cafe  with  us  while  in  the  environs  of  Cher- 
fon  where  no  wood  grows,  (and  the  chips  of 
the  dock-yard  hardly  fupplied  the  hofpital 
and  General  Officers,)  they  Collect  weeds  and 
the  dung  of  the  cattle,  with  which  they  heat 
it  as  well  as  they  are  able,  and  eat  it  half  raw. 
They  are  not  lefs  hardy  in  their  tents  than 
in  their  eating;  draw  or  blankets  are  never 
thought  of  by  a  Ruffian  foldier :  his  cloak 
ferves  him  at  once  for  bed  and  for  covering ; 
and  wrapped  up  in  this,  he  lies  down  con- 
tented on  the  bare  cold  ground.  As  an  inftance 
of  their  contempt  for  thefe  luxuries,  I  had  en- 
trusted a  foldier  with  the  care  of  a  considerable 
number  of  valuable  articles,  at  a  time  when  I 
was  at  a  diftance  from  the  Prince.  I  had  got 
a  trench  dug  in  the  earth  to  ferve  as  my  cellar  ; 
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and  over  it  a  tent  was  erected,  partly  to  ferve 
as  a  ftorehoufe,  and  partly  as  an  habitation 
for  the  faithful  veteran  who  was  to  guard  my 
itores.  Willing  to  make  him  in  love  with 
his  duty,  I  had  got  raifed  for  him  a  wooden 
bench,  with  a  mattrafs  to  deep  on,  which  in*, 
deed,  though  a  moft  vile  one,  coft  me  no  fmall 
trouble  to  procure ;  but  bad  as  it  was,  I  con*, 
eluded  that  he  would  efteem  it  a  luxury.  I 
was  however  miftaken ;  for  about  a  week  after, 
going  to  look  at  my  waggons,  &c.  I  faw  a 
mattrafs  laying  like  a  piece  of  lumber.  En- 
quiring how  it  came  there,  I  was  informed, 
that  it  belonged  to  the  foldier  I  had  placed  on 
my  cellar,  whom  I  inftantly  fent  for.  Upon 
afking  him  how  he  came  to  throw  away  his 
mattrafs,  he  cooly  faid,  that  it  was  not  fit  for 
a  foldier,  and  that  he  could  not  fleep  upon  it. 
I  then  went  to  fee  what  he  had  fubftituted 
for  this  defpifed  couch,  and  found  a  hard 
common  ftraw  mat  of  his  own   twilling. 

Such  is  the  real  character  of  a  Ruffian  fol- 
dier, and  to  the  portrait  I  can  only  ad'd,  that 
their  fidelity  is  equal  to  their  other  qualifi- 
cations, for  defertions  are  hardly  known  among 
them :  they  are  in  ihort  formed  by  nature  and 
education  for  the  trade  of  war:  for  while  they 
acquire  hardinefs  by  their  ufual  mode  of  living, 
their  minds  are  not  eftranged  from  the  paths 
D  2  '  of 
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of  obedience  by  thofe  fmatterings  of  knowledge 
which  only  ferve  to  lead  to  infubordination 
and  mutiny. 


CHAP.     VI 

Mr.  Fitzherbert  %  now  Lord  St.  Helens,  arrives  at 
St.  Peterjburgh. — The  author  fent  from  Karazu- 
bazar  to  Affiare,  where  he  again  meets  Admiral 
Mackenzie. — Vifits  a  curious  old  building  there. 
— Mackenzie  and  he  receive  prefents  from  Jome 
of  the  Tartar  Chiefs. — Returns  to  head-quarters, 
and  has  a  narrow  efcape. — Potemkin  retires  to 
Kremenichuck  on  account  of  his  health. — The  ar- 
rival of  a  CircaJJian  Prince  there  as  hofiage. 
— Plain  where  the  battle  of  Pultowa  was  fought. 
— Splendour  of  the  Viceroy  of  Mofcow. — Anec- 
dotes of  Potemkin ,  the  Emprefs  Catharine,  and 
other  remarkable  perfons. — The  author  prepares 
to  leave  Rujfia ;  quits  the  Ruffian  fervice,  and 
fails  for  Copenhagen. 

As  it  is  my  intention  hereafter  to  publifh  a 
hiftory  of  my  campaigns,  I  fhall  hear  fay 
very  little  on  that  fubjeeT:.  Some  time  in 
Auguft  1783,  we  learnt  at  the  army  that 
Mr.  Fitzherbert,  (now  Lord  St.  Helens,)  had 
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arrived  at  St.  Peterfburgh  to  replace  Sir  James 
Harris.  The  Prince  was  mod  particularly  cu- 
rious to  know  his  character,  and  I  had  many 
converfations  with  him  on  the  fubjecl: ;  for  Sir 
James  had  been  among  the  moft  peculiar  friends 
and  intimates  of  Potemkin.  No  ceremony,  no 
drefs,  no  etiquette  was  obferved,  however  much 
the  Prince  might  be  engaged.  Sir  James  in 
his  pelice  and  cap  always  found  immediate 
accefs,  even  though  other  foreign  minifters  had 
been  fome  time  in  the  anti-chamber,  and  per- 
haps after  all  could  not  obtain  an  audience. 

From  Karazu-bazar,  I  was  fent  on  military 
bulinefs  to  A&iare,  where  I  met  my  old  friend 
Admiral  Mackenzie,  with  his  little  fleet.  His 
fortifications  and  other  works  were  in  great 
forwardnefs,  and  every  thing  bore  the  afpedl 
of  improvement.  We  went  to  vifit  an  antient 
building,  called,  I  think,  the  antient  Cherfo- 
nefe,  which  is  near  Acliare,  and  lays  in  a  cove 
almoft  inacceffible.  We  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  reach  it  by  fea,  the  rocks  were  fo  perpendi- 
cular that  they  defied  our  attempts,  and  with 
much  difficulty  we  fcrambled  over  the  top  of 
them  from  the  land  fide.  The  building,  if  it 
can  be  fo  called,  is  compleat,  and  is  almoft  in- 
tirely  cut  out  of  the  rock ;  but  it  is  uninhabited, 
•except  by  one  man ;  and  whether  he  lives  there 
from  motives  of  religion,  or  of  concealment,  1 
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cannot  fay.  The  few  remaining  natives  however 
fhewed  him  much  refpecl,  and  fupplied  him 
with  all  necefTaries ;  and  Admiral  Mackenzie 
gave  ftricT  orders  that  he  mould  not  be  mo- 
lefted. 

While  I  was  at  Actrare,  Mackenzie  and  my- 
felf  received  the  compliments  offome  of  the 
Tartar  Chiefs  of  that  country,  together  with 
a  prefent  of  each  a  horfe.  Mine  was  very  richly 
caparifoned  indeed,  but  his  was  almoft  covered 
with  filver.  The  faddle  was  of  purple  cloth, 
all  ftudded  over  with  filver  nails,  and  from 
each  fide  depended  a  huge  ftirrup  of  the  fame 
metal,  made,  as  is  the  fafhion  of  the  country, 
the  fize  and  fhape  of  the  fole  of  the  foot;  nor 
were  the  crupper  and  bridle  left  without  their 
due  (hare  of  ornaments,  which  at  every  Hep 
made  almoft  as  much  noife  as  the  fore-horfe 
of  an  Englifti  waggoner's  team.  Mackenzie 
eyed  the  gawdy  beaft  with  much  pleafure,  and 
in  the  prefence  of  the  whole  company  jogged 
my  elbow,  and,  poifing  a  ftirrup  in  his  hand, 
faid,  "  Take  you  the  horfe,  I  will  have  the 
"  ftirrups,  by  G— d  j  each  of  them  will  make 
"  a  pair  of  candlefticks:"  had  he  faid  two  pair, 
k  I  do  not  think  his  calculation  would  have  been 
extravagant. 

I  had  been  taken  ill   at  Actiare  with  a  fort 
of  ague,  whjch  prevaile4  in  the  army,  and  on 

my 
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my  return  to  Karazu-bafar,  my  diforder  was 
very  much  increafed ,-  however,  as  I  found  the 
Prince  juft  changing  his  pofition,  great  part 
of  the  army,  and  moft  of  my  own  baggage  al- 
ready gone,  I  determined  not  to  be  left  behind. 
Being  too  ill  to  mount  my  horfe,  I  got  a  bed 
put  into  one  of  thofe  carriages  which  are  com- 
monly ufcd  there,  and  ordered  horfes.  I  could 
get  none  but  thofe  of  the  irregular  Cofiacs,  which 
were  totally  wild,  and  had  hardly  ever  feen,  much 
lefs  drawn,  a  carriage  before.  My  harnefs  was 
of  rope,  fuch  as  I  could  pick  up,  and  I  was  to 
be  driven  by  a  fellow  equally  unufed  to  his 
bufinefs.  My  curious  equipage  had  nearly  made 
me  violate  a  general  order,  by  which  we  were 
forbidden  to  enter  any  houfe  or  town  on  account 
of  the  plague;  for  being  laid  in  my  bed  with  my 
valet,  (an  honeft  faithful  Wirtemburgher,  whom 
I  had  from  the  prince  of  that  name,  then  along 
with  us,)  our  cattle  fet  off  at  a  moft  furious 
rate.  For  fome  time  they  galloped  along  the 
precipice  that  almoft  overhangs  the  town  of 
Karazu-bazar,  till  at  length  the  carriage  over- 
turned, and  we  all  tumbled  down  the  fteep ; 
and  had  we  gone  a  little  further,  mould  have 
fairly  tumbled  into  the  town.  Of  three  horfes 
which  drew  the  carriage,  two  were  killed  on 
the  fpot,  and  my  poor  valet  de  chambre  broke 
his  arm ;  I  efcaped  by  being  fairly  turned  out 
D  4  with 
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with  my  bed  into  a  bufh ;  my  Ruffian  driver,  who 
had  received  no  hurt,  comforted  me,  as  he  would 
have  done,  had  we  all  broken  our  necks,  with 
Nebos!  Nebos!  'tis  nothing  !  'tis  nothing  !  The 
Coflacs  galloped  on  without  taking  the  leaft 
notice,  and  fuppofing  we  mull  be  all  infallibly 
killed,  cooly  informed  the  officers  at  head- 
quarters, that  the  Englifh  Adjutant  with  his 
Kebeetky  had  fallen  down  the  precipice.  This 
news  reached  the  Prince's  ears,  and  an  officer 
with  one  of  his  Highnefs  carriages  was  fent  to 
my  affiftance.  I  met  the  officer  upon  the  road  j 
for,  relblved  to  fhew  the  Ruffians  that  I  was  as 
indifferent  to  accidents  as  themfelves,  I  lay 
quietly  in  the  bulh  till  a  new  carriage  could 
be  procured,  and  then  remounting  with  my 
unfortunate  valet,  I  refumed  my  journey  with 
all  the  fang  froid  I  could  mufter. 

In  the  end  of  the  winter  of  1783  the  Prince, 
whofe  fatigues  had  much  exhausted  him,  retired 
from  the  Crimea  to  Krementchuck,  to  recruit 
his  ftrength.  In  the  mean  time,  Prince  Alex. 
Potemkin,  who  had  been  fent  againfl;  the  Circaf- 
fians,  forced  them  to  conclude  a  peace.  They 
had,  together  with  other  petty  ftates,  been 
waging  a  pilfering  war  againft  Ruffia  ;  but  were 
now  compelled  to  fend  the  young  Prince,  fon 
to  the  reigning  Prince,  to  Potemkin  as  a  hoft- 
agc.     He  was  accordingly  put  under  the  care 
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of  an  officer  of  dragoons,  and  conducted  to- 
wards Krementchuck,  near  which  place  I  was 
appointed  to  receive  him.  On  meeting  him, 
then  a  boy,  {even  or  eight  years  old,  I  informed 
him,  through  the  medium  of  the  interpreter, 
that  the  Prince-General,  though  much  indif- 
pofed,  and  even  confined  to  bed,  meant  to  fee 
him  on  his  arrival ;  adding  fuch  other  blandim- 
ments  as  were  likely  to  foothe  his  mind.  As 
we  approached  his  Highnefs's  quarters,  which 
I  pointed  out  to  him,  this  young  Circaflian 
feemed  quite  diitrefled  at  the  noife  of  the  bell, 
worn  by  the  lhaft-horfe  of  his  carriage;  and 
which  is  the  diitinguifhing  mark  of  an  officer 
and  the  Imperial  port.  The  amiable  boy  had 
no  fervant  near  him,  and  was  too  mild  to  afk 
fuch  a  thing  of  me ;  he  therefore  requefted,  by 
the  interpreter,  that  I  would  allow  him  to 
alight  and  take  off  the  bell,  leaft  it  might  dis- 
turb the  Prince  who  was  lick.  Immediately  on 
my  arrival  I  related  this  puerile  anecdote  to  the 
Commander,  who  inftantly  received  the  young 
Tartar  into  his  favour ;  and  continued  to  {hew 
him  every  mark  of  regard  and  attention. 

We  remained  at  Krementchuck  fome  time  in 
cantonments;  when  the  affairs  of  the  Crimea 
being  fettled,  Potemkin  returned  to  the  capital. 
As  I  wifhed  to  vilit  fdme  parts  of  the  country, 

he 
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he  gave  me  leave  to  proceed  as  I  pleafed.  In 
my  progrefs  I  again  patted  through  Pultowa ; 
and  being  more  at  leifure  than  when  I  came  to 
the  army,  I  vifited  with  increafed  intereft  and 
attention  the  plain  where  the  famous  battle  was 
fought  between  the  Czar  Peter  the  Great  and 
Charles  of  Sweden.  The  mound  ftill.  remains 
that  was  built  with  the  bodies  of  the  (lain.  On 
being  dug  into,  it  exhibits  an  awful  -melange  of 
fkeletons  of  men  and  horfes,  with  the  iron  heels 
of  boots,  rufty  fpurs,  and  broken  weapons. 

Here  it  was  that  Charles  XII.  difmounted  to 
charge  a  body  of  Ruffians,  at  the  head  of  his 
own  regiment  of  infantry.  His  orders  were 
not  to  fire  till  he  fhould  command  them;  how- 
ever, on  approaching  the  enemy,  they  fired: 
but,  though  fuccefsful,  the  Swedifh  hero  was 
fo  mortified  at  their  difobedience,  that  he 
mounted  his  horfe,  and  rode  away  without 
fpeaking  one  word. 

On  my  arrival  at  Mofcow,  I  paid  my  refpecls 
to  Count  Chernecheff,  the  Viceroy,  who  lived 
in  a  ftyle  of  incredible  magnificence.  I  had  the 
honour  of  dining  with  him  the  day  after  my 
arrival.  -About  a  hundred  guefts  fat  down  to 
table,  behind  each  of  whom  flood  one  of  the 
Count's  own  fervants,  in  very  fplendid  liveries ; 
he  himfelf  was  furrounded  by  a  hoft  of  upper 
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fervants,  drefled  in  the  moft  fuperb  manner : 
indeed,  belide  a  body  guard,  he  kept  no  lefs 
than  three  hundred  domeftics. 

At  Mofcow  I  met  feveral  cart-loads  of  Eng- 
lifh  midlhipmen ;  who  being  thrown  out  of 
employ  by  the  conclufion  of  the  American  war, 
had  entered  into  the  Ruffian  fervice.  They 
were  under  the  care  of  a  ferjeant  and  two  ma- 
rines, and  were  going  to  join  Admiral  Macken- 
zie on  the  Black  Sea. 

After  having  fpent  a  few  days  at  Mofcow,  I 
continued  my  route  to  St.  Peterfburgh;  and, 
having  taken  up  my  family  at  Narva,  I  reached 
the  capital  about  the  beginning  of  the  fum- 
mer  1784. 

As  it  may  probably  intereft  my  readers  to 
learn  a  few  authentic  particulars  of  the  great 
Potemkin,  I  (hall  here  prefent  them  with  fome 
which  are  not  known  to  the  common  herd  of 
fcribbling  travellers,  but  my  fituation  in  his 
fuite  enabled  me  to  collect. 

His  levee  commenced  about  eight  in  the 
morning;  at  which  time  a  little  fhabby  anti- 
chamber,  and  a  billiard  room  adjoining,  were 
crowded  with  general-officers.  Thefe  apart- 
ments, with  a  bed-room,  were  all  he  ufually 
inhabited,  though  he  had  feveral  magnificent 
ones  in  the  fame  houfe :  the  way  to  thofe  he 
occupied  led  through  a  fuite  of  large  rooms.  . 

The 
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The  fir  It  enquirymade  by  thofe  who  appeared 
in  the  anti-chamber  was,  c<  In  what  humour  is  the 
Prince  ?"  If  it  was  known  he  was  out  of  temper,  it 
was  not  unufual  for  many  of  the  vifitors  to  de- 
part immediately,  well  knowing  that  no  good  was 
to  be  done  that  day.  Prince  Serge  Galitzin, 
who  married  one  of  the  Prince's  nieces,  had 
the  greateft  influence;  for  his  great  livelinefs, 
added  to  the  high  favour  in  which  he  flood, 
and  which  enabled  him,  like  Sir  James  Harris,, 
to  make  a  vilit  any  hour  without  ceremony, 
feldom  failed  to  cure  the  gloom  of  Potemkin. 

Nor  was  the  drefs  of  this  renowned  comman- 
der on  thefe  oecafions  lefs  extraordinary  than 
his  apartments.  It  confifted  of  a  loofe  robe  de 
chambrcy  which  in  winter  he  wore  of  velvet,  and 
in  fummer  of  (ilk  or  chintz,  flowing  round 
him  ;  his  neck  and  bread  were  bare.;  and  his 
filk  ftockings  hung  about  his  heels.  No  High- 
lander had  a  more  cordial  hatred  to  a  pair  of 
breeches ;  thefe  he  never  wore  but  when  he  drefT- 
td.  His  hair  flowed  about  his  head  in  a  mod  dis- 
orderly ft  ate ;  and  in  this  naked  floveniy  trim  he 
would  fit  down  to  table  with  all  the  princes  or 
general  officers  of  Ruflia, 

His  behaviour  at  table  was  as  far  removed 
from  the  common  road  of  life  as  his  drefs  ; 
fometimes  he  would  lit  fullenly  without  faying 
a  word;  and  this  was  not  without  its  due  effect. 

on 
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on  the  countenance  and  appetites  of  his  guefts : 
at  others  he  was  all  gaiety,  and  kept  the  table 
in  a  roar,  fo  that  nobody  could  eat  for  laugh- 
ing; and  I  have  feen  him  more  than  once,  after 
eating  a  few  morfels,  fuddenly  ftart  up,  as  if 
fome  important  idea  had  ftruck  him,  and  go 
into  his  bed-room.  This  was  the  fignal  for 
riling  from  table,  for  no  one  would  fit  when  he 
he  was  up;  and  the  guefts  were  expected  to  fol- 
low  the  Prince  to  take  coffee :  very  often,  in- 
deed, when  he  retired  with  a  louring  afpecl, 
many  of  his  vifitors  had  not  courage  to  follow, 
but  took  coffee  in  the  anti-chamber;  his  fa- 
vourites, however,  never  failed  to  flick  clofe  to 
him. 

He  was  paflionately  fond  of  mimicry,  and 
was  himfelf  a  tolerable  mimic.  He  actually 
raifed  a  genius  of  this  kind  from  Lieutenant  to 
Lieutenant-Colonel  for  no  other  merit.  This 
man  was  conftantly  kept  attending  in  the  anti- 
chambers  ;  and  was  occafionally  called  upon  to 
divert  his  patron  by  taking  off,  as  the  phrafe  is, 
all  his  acquaintance.  I  alone  efcaped  ;  for  ha- 
ving plainly  told  the  filly  buffoon,  that  if  he 
prefumed  to  take  any  liberties  with  me,  I  would 
chaftife  him,  he  prudently  abflained,  even 
though  the  Prince,  (who  had  heard  of  my  me- 
naces, and  wifhed  to  get  him  into  a  fcrape,) 
often  defired  him. 
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He  had  an  extraordinary  and  whimfical  man- 
ner of  punifhing  his  aides  de  camp,  when  they 
exhibited  any  thing  unmilitary  in  their  drefs 
and  behaviour.     Inftead  of  verbal  reproof,  h< 
ufed  to  fend  them  long  difagreeable  journeys 
and  would  take  care  they  mould  fet  off  wher 
leafl  prepared.     As  an  inftance,  a  young  gen- 
tleman who  had  lately  been  appointed,  and  whe 
had  no  dther  recommendation  than  his  being 
protected,  appeared  at  dinner  dreffed  in  all  the 
frivolity  of  a  coxcomb :    Potemkin  looked  at 
him  with  a  louring  obliquity  of  countenance, 
and  ordered  his  fecretary  to  prepare  fome  dis- 
patches.    When  thefe  were  ready,  and  before 
dinner  was  ended,  the  young  beau  was  called 
for,  and   commanded   inftantly  to  ftep   into  a 
carriage  that  was  waiting  to  carry  them  to  the 
Viceroy  of  Mofcow.     There  was  no  refufing  or 
hefitating;    and    without    even    the    neceffary 
cloathing  for  the  feafbn,  he  had  feven  hundred 
verfles,  (five  hundred  Englifh  miles)  to  travel  in 
the  dead  of  winter. 

After  the  Prince's  return  from  the  Crimea, 
the  firft  of  the  nobility  gave  him  entertain- 
ments, in  which  invitation,  his  fuite  was  always 
fuppofed  to  be  included.  The  Duchefs  of 
Kingfton,  willing  to  immitate  thofe  of  the^moft 
diffinguifhed  rank,  and  wifhing  at  the  fame  time 
to  affront  me,  fent  an  invitation  to  Potemkin  5 

but 
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but  inftead  of  faying  nothing  about  his  fuite, 
fhc  fent  letters  of  invitation  to  every  indivi- 
dual officer  except  myfelf. 

The  Prince,  who  hated  her,  was  refolved  to 
take  the  fame  opportunity  to  mortify  her  that 
ihe  had  deftined  to  gratify  her  malice  to  me; 
fo  contriving  that  I  mould  be  on  his  duty  that 
day,  he  told  me  he  would  give  me  my  revenge, 
for  I  fhould  not  only  go  with  him,  but  I  mould 
fit  next  her  at  table. 

Being  on  duty,  I  was  obliged  to  attend  him 
every  where,  and  accordingly  attended  him  to 
the  Duchefs's,  where  I,  with  the  reft,  proceeded 
to  pay  our  compliments  to  her  Grace.  My  bro- 
therofficers  me  received  with  politenefs,  but  when 
I  approached  to  make  my  bow,  fhe  turned 
afide  from  me.  When  we  went  to  be  feated  at 
table,  the  Prince,  under  pretence  of  fpeaking 
to  me  on  bufinefs,  kept  me  near  him,  and  fo 
arranged,  that  he  feated  me  at  the  Duchefs's 
elbow.  It  would  be  difficult  to  depict  the 
manner  in  which  fhe  fate  fretting  and  fuming 
all  the  time  of  dinner  ;  however  I  was  feated, 
and  Ihe  could  not  move ;  Hie  had  therefore 
nothing  to  do  but  conceal  her  anger,  and  that, 
to  a  woman  of  her  violence,  was  no  eafy  talk. 

Though  Potemkin  had  long  ceafed  to  be  the 
lover  of  the  Imperial  Catherine,  he  ftill  con- 
tiaued  to  govern ;  and  though  he  was  no  longer 

an 
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an  inhabitant  of  the  palace,  his  houfe  had  a 
private  communication  with  the  Emprefs's  a- 
partments.  Potemkin  had  fucceeded  Orloff  in 
her  affe&ions ;  and  Lanfkoi,  who  had  been  a 
Chevalier  Garde,  with  the  intervention  of  a  few 
fhort  lived  favourites,  fucceeded  Potemkin.  It 
would  however  be  an  endlefs  talk  to  enume- 
rate all  the  lovers,  who  fucceflively  occupied 
the  favourite's  apartments.  Thefe  confift  of 
a  fuite  of  rooms  on  the  entre  Jolt  very  magni- 
ficent, in  which  the  Favourite  (for  fo  he  is  always 
called,)  is  little  better  than  a  ftate  prifoner, 
as  he  cannot  mix  in  fociety,  and  all  his  mo- 
tions are  clofely  watched. 

Such  was  the  afcendancy  of  Potemkin,  that 
I  have  feen  him  tear  an  order  ligned  by  the 
Emprefs,  and  which  only  wanted  his  fignature, 
becaufe  it  had  not  been  obtained  by  his  means. 
The  Emprefs  frequently  vifited  him  in  his  own 
apartments,  at  which  time  we,  (the  officers  of 
his  fuite)  were  ordered  to  attend  in  the  anti- 
chambers  ;  fome  times  (he  came  unawares,  and 
then  all  fled  hclter-fkelter,  and,  without  waiting 
orders,  repaired  to  our  ports. 

Befides  the  houfe  where  he  ufually  lived,  he 
had  fcveral  rich  palaces  in  the  town,  to  which 
he  occafionally  went,  and  where  he  kept  fer- 
vants  ;  he  had  alfo  fome  fplendid  apartments 
in  the  houfe ThaVejult  defcribed,  but  thefe  he 

feldom 
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feldom  ufed  unlefs  by  chance  in  an  evening, 
when  he  meant  to  receive  vifits  in  Tome  fort 
of  form,  but  ftillfans  cullottes. 

Notwithstanding  he  treated  officers  in  general 
very  roughly,  I  always  experienced  politenefs 
from  him,  nor  was  he  even  offended  with  me 
when  I  out-manoeuvred  him,  which  I  once  did 
as  follows. 

A  Colonel  who  wifhed  to  have  his  regiment 
removed  from  the  place  where  it  was,  to  an- 
other province,  applied  to  the  Prince  for  an 
order,  the  Prince  who  had  no  favourable  opi- 
nion of  the  Colonel,  felt  no  wifh  to  oblige  him; 
neverthelefs  he  told  him  to  direcl  the  fecretaries 
in  the  office  to  make  out  the  order;  this  was  ac- 
cordingly done,  and,  in  the  routine  of  bulinefs, 
prefented  with  a  mafs  of  other  papers  to  the 
Prince  for  his  fignature,  which  his  Highnefs 
however  evaded,  and  continued  to  do  fo  for 
feveral  months  together,  till  at  length  it  begun 
to  look  fomewhat  dirty  and  was  eafily  diftin- 
guifhed. 

When  papers  of  this  nature  were  brought 
before  the  Prince,  it  was  cuftomary  with  the 
officers  to  arrange  them  in  fuch  manner  as  they 
thought  fit ;  and  as  the  Colonel  had  applied  to 
me,  I  endeavoured  to  place  it  uppermoft ;  but 
the  Prince  continually  difappointed  me^  by 
muffling  the  papers  together  like  a  pack  of  cards, 

E  and 
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and  whenever  he  came  to  this,  he  always  threw  it 
alide  u  aligned. 

Anxious  to  ferve  the  gentleman  who  had  fo 
long  waited  for  it,  I  procured  it  to  be  new 
drawn  out  and  fomewhat  altered  in  form ;  when 
placing  it  near  the  top,  I  prefented  the  whole 
together.  The  Prince  muffled  them  as  ufual, 
but  not  expecting  to  fee  his  old  friend  with  a 
new  face,  and  it  happening  to  fall  into  his  hands, 
he  flgned  it  without  difcovering  what  he  had 
done;  nor  was  he  difpleafed  when  I  told  him 
(which  I  did  fome  time  after)  how  he  had  been 
tricked. 

I  was  likewife  treated  with  much  diftinction 
by  the  Emprefs,  from  whom  I  received  many 
prefents;  one  in  particular  I  mention,  not  from 
its  value,  but  becaufe  it  does  away  every  idea  of 
my  having  left  Ruflia  in  difgrace ;  me  gave  me, 
for  ibme  little  fervices  I  had  rendered,  a  prefent 
of  500  ducats  of  Holland  in  fpecie,  a  very  few 
days  before  my  departure.  The  court  of  the 
Emprefs  was  very  fplendid,  but  (he  was  herfelf 
a  wonder  of  regularity  and  exertion.  Every  morn- 
ing at  five  her  Secretary  (Befborodko)  attended 
her,  at  fix  the  intendant  general  of  police  and 
others  had  their  audience  and  received  their 
orders.  She  dined  precifely  at  twelve,  and  every 
evening  at  nine  there  was  a  fupper  for  the  party 
at   court.     The   Emprefs   amufed  herfelf  with 

walking 
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Walking  about,  till  fhe  faw  the  guefts  feated,  and 
then  retired  without  faying  a  word  or  being  ob- 
ferved  by  the  company. 

The  great  encouragement  I  had  hitherto  re- 
ceived, had  haturally  encouraged  me  to  fplendid 
living ;  few  can  bear  the  idea  o'f  retrenching,* 
and  I  am  unfortunately  not  one  of  that  felf-de- 
nying  clafs.  While  I  had  the  Duchefs  of 
Kingfton's  houfe,  it  faved  me  much  money,  but 
now,  though  I  myfelf  had  a  lodging  and  tabic  at 
the  Prince's,  I  was  obliged  to  provide  quarters 
for  my  family  at  an  enormous  expence,  for 
houfes  are  not  eafily  to  be  hired  at  St.  Peter  f- 
burgh.  Befides,  the  day  of  active  fervire  was 
over,  and  the  Prince,  though  he  trea  J 
me  with  much  politenefs,  did  not  find  me  the 
indifpenfible  officer  I  once  was;  I  therefore  ob- 
tained leave  to  retire  to  Narva)  and  foon  after 
from  the  fervice. 

I  immediately  failed  from  Narva  to  Copen- 
hagen, furnifhed  with  letters  of  recommenda- 
tion for  Pruflia  from  feveral  of  the  molt  diftin- 
guiihed  characters  at  the  Ruffian  court;  parti- 
cularly from  the  Count  de  Goertz,  minifter  frotn 
Berlin,  to  his  brother,  then  Major-General  of 
cavalry  and  Aid-du-Camp  General  to  Frederic 
the  Great. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

The  author  arrives  at  Copenhagen  juji  after  the  re- 
volution there. — Anecdotes  of  the  King  of  Den- 
mark.— Goes  to  Pru(fia. — Ceremony  of  entering  Potf- 
dam. — Frederic  the  Great's  mode  of  receiving  re- 
ports.— Waits  on  Comte  de  Goertz. — Etiquette  of 
prefentation  to  the  King. — Meets  fever al  dijlin- 
guifhed characters. — TheHereditary Prince's  apart- 
ments dcfcribed. — Receives  permiffion  from  the 
King  to  attend  his  manoeuvres. — Prefented  to  the 
£$uecnt  at  the  palace  of  Shoen  Haufent  near  Ber- 
lin.— Ac  company's  the  Prince  on  fome  private  ex- 
peditions.— Is  ordered  to  leave  Potfdam. — The 
order  revoked  next  day. — Defcription  of  Potfdam, 
— Defcriptions  and  anecdotes  of  Frederic  the  Great. 
i — Excellence  of  the  Pruffian  troops. 

I  arrived  at  Copenhagen  in  September  1784, 
and  was  received  in  a  very  flattering  manner  by 
feveral  perfons  of  diftintflion-;  here  I  met  that 
worthy  and  exalted  character,  Hugh  Elliot, 
Efq.  the  Britifh  Minifter  at  the  court  of  Den- 
mark. To  this  gentleman's  friendfliip  I  have 
the  higheft  obligations ;  his  praifcs  I  need  not 
write,  they  are  in  the  mouths  of  all  who  knew 
him;  but  I  mould  be  even  more  loft  to  honour 

and 
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and  gratitude  than  calumny  has  dared  to  repre- 
fent  me,  did  I  not  here  in  the  moft  public  man- 
ner return  him  my  moft  iincere  thanks  for  the 
almoft  innumerable  favours  he  has  done  me, 
though  I  will  not  pain  his  generous  mind  by  a 
recapitulation  of  them. 

The  little  revolution  of  Denmark,  if  indeed 
it  merits  that  name,  had  juft  taken  place,  and 
the  Queen-Mother,  to  whofe  tyranny  the  late 
Oueen  owed  her  misfortunes,  had  been  banifh- 
ed  to  an  eftate  fome' miles  from  Copenhagen. 
Affairs  had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  cele- 
brated Bernfdorff,  and  a  law  was  paffed  (on  ac- 
count of  the  King's  weaknefs,  which  had  indu- 
ced him  to  give  his  (ignaturc  to  any  thing  laid 
before  him)  that  no  edict  fhould  be  valid  unlefs 
counterfigned  by  the  Prince  Royal. 

The  King  whofe  derangement  had  rather  re- 
duced him  to  the  ftate  of  boyhood  than  deprived 
him  of  reafon,  c|id  not  much  relifh  this  arrange- 
ment, though  he  knew  it  would  b,e  in  vain  to 
make  complaints.  He  however  contrived  to 
ihew  his  dilTatisfaction;  for  one  evening  having  a 
number  of  papers  to  fign,  he  defirepl  they  might 
be  left  till  morning,  when  they  mould  be  ready. 
In  the  morning  the  Minifter  went  to  receive 
them,  but  to  his  great  furprize,  he  found  the 
King  had  fomewhat  exceeded  his  promifej  the 
papers  were  indeed  figned,  but  his  Majcfty  had 
E  3  made 
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made  an  addition  to  his  name,  and  figned  them 
Chri/Uan  and  Company.      A  thoufand  droll  anec- 
dotes might  be  related  of  this  monarch,  but  I 
cannot  confent  to  raife  a  laugh  at  the  expenfe  of 
fallen  worth  and  greatnefs. 

Having paiTed  fome  time  at  Copenhagen,  and 
the  time  of  the  King  of  Pruflia's  evolutions  being 
at  hand,  I  fet  off  for  Berlin.  I  crofted  the  Belt, 
and  went  through  Pomerania  to  Potfdam,  the 
refidence  of  Frederic  the  Great. 

Knowing  the  cuftomary  mode  ofprefentation, 
and  the  difcipline  praclifed  here,  I  was  not  furT 
prifed  at  the  ftrictnefs  with  which   I  was  ex- 
amined at  the  gate  of  the  garrifon.   Every  ftran- 
ger  is  afked  his  name,  his  age,  to  whom  recom- 
mended, his  bufinefs  in  the  garrifon,  and  feveral 
other  queftions  of  the  fame  nature.     On  being 
afked  "  What  are  you  ?"     I  anfwered  f*  A  Scots 
Highlander."     "  Whence  came  you?"    "From 
theBlack  Sea."    <c  What  is  your  rank?"    cf  Ma- 
jor of  the  Ruffian  Army  and  Aid-du-camp  to 
Potemkin."     "  What  is  your  bufinefs  here?" 
"  To  compleat  my  education  as  a  foldier  under 
the  fir  ft  mailer  in  the  world,  your  King."  u  Have 
you  any  letters  for  the  King?"     "  No;  but  I 
have  for  feveral  officers,  particularly  Count  de 
Goertz,  his  Majefty's  Aid-du-Camp  General." 
"  What  inn  do  you  go  to?"     Having  anfwered 
all  thefe  queftions,  I  was  fuffered  to  proceed. 

The 
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The  accounts  given  by  all  ftrangers  are  laid 
before  the  King;  and  are,  if  there  is  any  thing 
extraordinary  in  the  report  or  perfon,  noticed 
by  his  Majefty.  The  old  warlike  monarch  ufed 
to  receive  reports  in  the  moil  perfect  military 
ftyle;  for  however  engaged  in  ftudy  or  bufinefs, 
his  paraphernalia  of  fword,  cane,  hat,  and  gloves, 
always  lay  fo  that  he  could  reach  them  in  a 
moment.  A  fingle  page  waited  in  the  anti- 
chamber;  and  when  any  reports  were  brought, 
announced  them  to  the  King,  who  putting  on 
his  hat,  cane,  and  gloves,  and  flicking  his 
fword  by  his  fide,  made  a  military  hobble,  (for 
age  at  that  time  prevented  him  from  railing  his 
boots,)  into  the  anti-chamber.  Here  the  great/ 
Frederic,  with  all  martial  form,  flood  witMis 
hat  in  his  hand  till  the  officer  had  made  Ws  re- 
port ;  and  then  facing  about,  he  retrear-d  in  the 
fame  manner  he  had  before  advanced 

As   foon  as   I   had  dreffed  rnyfj,  which  in 
compliment  to  the  King,  I  did  ir.  fie  Pruflian 
ftyle,  with  boots  half  way  up  m//  t^gh,  and  a 
queue  down  to  my  rump,   I   waAed  f1  thofe.  to 
whom  I  had  letters,  particularly  tP  Count  df, 
Goertz,  his  Majefty's  Aid-da-Cam;     I  ffi$t 
him  how  I  might  accompl;m  the  o.iec\P^ 
voyage  to  Potfdam.     He/.nformed  i1^"^' 
perfons  who  came  recon  mended  it^^^ 
quette  to  write  to  the  King,  and  ^  * 
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miflion  to  be  prefented  to  him,  and  to  appear 
at  his  parades  and  manoeuvres. 

I  immediately  went  Jiomc,  wrote  a  few  lines 
to  the  King,  add  retted,  (as  the  Count  de  Goertz 
had  jnftrucjted  mej  fimply  an  Rot ;  and  fent  my 
letter  by  my  own.  fervant,  in  the  ufual  way. 
Next  morning,  at  fix  o'clock,  I  received  an 
anfwer,  brought  to  me  at  my  hotel  by  the  King's 
running  footman.  The  letter  was  iij  amount 
as  follows  : 

"  Major  Semple, 

"  It  is  with  pjeafure  I  permit  you  to 
follow  me  to  the  manoeuvres  of  my  troops.  As 
to  the  prefentation,  you  muft  addrefs  yourfelf 
to  Count  de  Goertz,  my  Aid-du-Camp  General, 
who  is  charged  with  fuch  affairs.  Upon  which, 
(Major  Semple)  I  pray  God  to  have  you  in  his 
holy  keeping. 

"  Frederic" 

This  laconic  epiftle  was  fomewhat  curious  ir> 

i  form,  for  it  was  begun  fo  clofe  to  the  top  of 

■  paper  that  there  was  hardly  room  for  the 

ts.     About  an  hour  after  it  reached  me,  I 

ved  a  vifit  from  Count  de  Goertz,  to  whom 

ajefty  had  wrote  concerning  me,  fignify- 

intention  of  receiving  me  that  fame  day, 

at 
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at  eleven  o'clock ;  and  at  the  parade  I  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  Prince. 

When  thefe  prefentations  were  over,  and  the 
parade  ended,  the  King's  running  footman  met 
me  in  my  way,  giving  me  an  invitation  to  dine 
with  the  Prince.  This  was  the  etiquette  at 
Potfdam  ;  for  though  you  are  entertained  at  the 
Prince's,  the  invitation  is  really  the  King's. 
The  Marquis  de  Bouille,  Monfieur  De  CufHne, 
(lince  guillotined  at  Paris,)  and  feverai  other 
officers  were  the  fame  day  prefented,  and  receiv- 
ed fimilar  invitations. 

Notwithstanding  the  King  had  feverai  empty 
palaces,  the  Prince  was  obliged  to  content  him- 
felf  with  a  lodging  at  a  brewer's  houfe.  Here 
we  all  met,  in  a  fmall  dining-room ;  where  we 
had  an  elegant  entertainment,  very  handfomely 
ferved. 

This  fuite  of  apartments  might  be  called  the 
Prince's  oftenfible  lodgings  ;  but  he  had  extended 
them  far  beyond  the  brewer's  houfe,  by  occu- 
pying parts  of  two  or  three  adjacent  houfes. 
His  Majefty  was  equally  niggardly  with  refpect 
to  fervants,  of  which  he  allowed  the  Prince 
very  few;  but  feverai  handfome  young  fellows, 
who  had  no  warlike  inclinations,  were  glad  to 
purchafe  the  Prince's  livery,  and  wear  it  with- 
out wages,  as  a  protection  from  being  forced 
into  the  army.     Though  the  enlargement  of  the 

apartments 
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apartments  might  poflibly  be  concealed,  forty 
or  fifty  ftout  handfome  domeftics  could  not 
efcape  the  penetrating  eye  of  Frederic  :  he  knew 
in  fact  every  body  in  Potfdam;  and  when  he 
met  any  of  thefe  volunteer  lacqueys,  never 
failed  to  beftow  reproachful  epithets  on  them. 

The  King,  whofe  curiofity  was  raifed  by  the 
exploits  of  Potemkin  in  the  Crimea,  honoured 
mc  with  fome  marks  of  attention ;  and  thus  I 
obtained  a  fort  of  indirect  leave  to  relide  at 
Potfdam,  (a  favour  very  rarely  granted,  parti- 
cularly to  military  men)  ;  nor  was  I  unnoticed 
t)y  the  Prince,  at  whofc  parties  I  frequently 
made  one.  Having  {cen  the  King,  and  having 
attended  different  manoeuvres  where  that  in- 
imitable foldier  commanded  in  perfon,  I  was 
recommended  by  my  friends  to  go  to  Berlin,  in 
order  to  be  introduced  to  the  Oueen. 

I  went  accordingly  •  and  Prince  Dolgorouki, 
the  Ruffian  Envoy  there,  having  introduced  me 
to  the  reft  of  the  foreign  minifters,  I  was  on  the 
firft  public  day  prefented  to  her  Majefty,  by  her 
fir  ft  Chamberlain,  Pritwitz.  It  was  on  this 
vifit  to  Berlin  that  I  had  the  good  fortune  to 
become  acquainted  with  the  amiable  Duke 
Frederic  of  Brunfwick,  and  General  Mollen- 
dorff,  Governor  of  the  capital. 

After  having  remained  a  few  days  to  enjoy 
the  pleafures  of  Berlin,  I  returned  to  Potfdam, 

not 


MAJOR    SEMPLE     LISLE.  59 

not  without  feeling  fome  reluctance  at  leaving 
certain  connections  I  had  formed.  On  my  re- 
turn to  Potfdam  I  waited  on  the  Prince,  who 
now  admitted  me  more  frequently  into  his  pri- 
vate parties.  The  Prince  conftantly  attended 
the  King's  military  manoeuvres,  and  I  always 
accompanied  him:  his  Royal  Highnefs  had, 
however,  certain  private  manoeuvres  of  his  own, 
at  which  I  alfo  attended,  and  with  which  the 
King  was  not  acquainted.  The  great  Frederic, 
as  is  perfectly  known,  had  no  high  veneration 
for  the  fair  fex  in  general; 'while  the  Prince 
Frederic  William  was,  like  myfelf,  their  devo- 
ted flave.  Though  it  was  no  eafy  matter  to 
elude  the  vigilance  of  the  old  warrior,  the 
Prince,  Baron  Groothaufen,  and  myfelf,  con- 
trived now  and  then  to  fteal  to  Berlin  without 
his  knowledge. 

Though  thefe  fallies  were  fome  time  conceal- 
ed from  the  brave  old  King,  it  was  impoffible 
they  fhould  be  hid  for  ever;  in  fact  they  were 
detected,  and  I  had  the  honour  of  an  intimation 
from  the  Governor  of  Potfdam,  acquainting 
me  that  my  prefence  was  no  longer  neceffary  in 
that  garrifon.  He  would  in  fact  have  ufed  his 
oldeft  general  the  fame  way  or  worfe.  This 
happened  on  the  parade,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
Prince,  of  whom  I  immediately,  took  .leave; 
and  repaired  to  my  hotel,  in  order  to  prepare 

for 
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for  my  journey.  The  Prince,  well  acquainted 
with  my  extreme  extravagance,  and  fufpecting 
I  might  want  money,  though  he  feldom  had 
fufficient  for  his  own  purpofes,  fent  a  fervant 
to  me  with  a  handfome  fupply.  I  then  took 
horfe,  and,  attended  by  one  fervant,  left  Potf- 
dam. 

I  flopped  at  the  houfe  of  a  friend,  with  the 
intention  of  paffing  the  night,  and  waiting  the 
arrival  of  my 'baggage  and  fervant.  I  wrote 
from  hence,  by  a  mefienger,  to  the  Governor, 
acquainting  him  that  I  had  obeyed  his  Majefty's 
orders  with  the  alacrity  and  difpatch  I  owed 
to  fo  great  a  monarch  ;  that  I  hoped  he  would 
facilitate  the  departure  of  my  fervant,  by  furnifb- 
inghim  the  neceffary  paffport  :  I  added,  that  the 
keys  of  Spandau  *  had  made  a  man  tremble 
who  would  ftand  undaunted  before  all  the  ar- 
tillery of  the  Houfe  of  Brandenburgh. 

The  Governor  granted  my  requeft,  inti- 
mating at  the  fame  time  that  I  might,  when  I 
pleafed,  return  to  Potfdam.  After  pafling  fome 
time  at  Berlin,  where  I  had  now  a  numerous 
acquaintance,  I  accepted  the  invitation,  and 
returned  to  that  grand  military  academy,  though 
not  as  a  permanent  residence. 

*  Spandau  is  a  garrifon  not  far  diftant  from  Potfdam,  where 
Frederic  the  Great  frequently  fent  officers  who  gave  him  of- 
fence, and  kept  thera  as  long  as  he  thought  proper. 

Potfdam, 
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Potfdam,  though  certainly  the  flrft  fchool  fof 
war,  was  in  fact  no  very  pleafant  place  to  in- 
habit. The  itriclnefs  of  the  difcipline  rendered 
every  man  no  better  than  a  (lave ;  nobody  could 
pafs  or  repafs  the  gates  without  being  reported; 
and  to  the  very  garrifon  it  nearly  was  intolera- 
ble, as  the  foldiers  had  there  no  opportunity, 
as  elfewhere,  of  earning  any  thing  by  their  la- 
bour, as  there  was  no  trade  or  commerce  what- 
ever in  that  town,  its  inhabitants  being,  to  a 
very  few  exceptions  indeed,  military. 

The  King  endeavoured  to  amend  their  con- 
dition, by  ordering  numbers  of  houfes  to  be 
built  every  year:  (till  the  foldiers  were  refera- 
ble; but,  though  fuicide  was  frequently  the  re- 
fult  of  diftrefs,  the  veteran  monarch  was  abfo- 
lutely  idolized  by  them. 

Frederic  the  Great  had  in  his  younger  days 
been  a  very  active  man  ;  but  when  I  faw  him, 
he  had  upon  him  much  of  the  infirmity  of  age. 
That  (harp,  penetrating  look,  which  would  have 
marked  him  as  an  extraordinary  man,  even  at  a 
glance,  frill  remained;  but  he  ftooped  much, 
and  his  legs  were  fcarcely  able  to  fupport  his 
weight,  which,  however,  was  not  enormous. 

He  wifhed,  as  far  as  poflible,  to  conceal  every 
appearance  of  decay ;  and  would  have  felt 
himfelf  hurt  had  any  one  obferved  him  mount- 
ing his  horfe.     Unable  to  vault  into  his  faddie 

as 
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as  he  ufed  to  do,  he  always  got  between  his 
horfe  and  a  wall.  This  was  a  fignal  for  all,  ex- 
cept thofe  employed  in  mounting  him,  to  look 
another  way.  As  foon  as  he  had  got  his  foot  into 
the  ftirrup,  a  powerful  huzzar,  in  a  twinkling, 
hoifted  his  Majefty  into  his  faddle;  once  there, 
he  galloped  off  immediately. 

Perhaps,  lince  the  time  of  Charles  XII.  of 
Sweden  no  prince  ever  paid  lefs  attention  to 
drefs  than  Frederic  the  Great.  His  coat  was 
always  military,  and  feldom,  I  believe,  had  its 
nap  difturbed  by  the  officious  intrufion  of  a 
brum:  this  he  wore  buttoned  tight  round  him  ; 
and  his  legs  were  cafed  in  a  pair  of  large  ftrong 
boots.  Thefe  laft,  the  date  of  whofe  antiquity 
I  am  not  chronologift  enough  to  fix,  had  been 
held  facred  from  brum  and  blacking ;  but  when 
overloaded  with  mud,  having  been  warned  with 
a  fponge,  had  gradually  deferted  the  fable,  and 
aflumed  a  mahogany  hue. 

His  hat  was  no  way  calculated  to  put  the  reft 
of  his  drefs  out  of  countenance;  it  feemed  their 
coeval  fellow-foldier,  and  was  fharp  before.  As 
he  never  fpoke,  even  to  a  private  foidier,  with- 
out uncovering  and  holding  it  in  his  hand,  the 
right  corner,  by  which  he  always  held  it,  fhew- 
cd  evident  marks  of  hard  duty. 

His  fnuft-box,  the  only  gaudy  thing  about 
him,  was  of  gold,  of  an  enormous  iize,  and  to 
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this  he  was  almoft  perpetually  referring,  not  for 
pinches,  but,  I  had  almoft  faid,  handfulls. 

•  Such  was  the  exterior  of  Frederic!  In  fuch 
a  homely  cafket  was  contained  a  foul  capable  of 
conquering  and  governing  the  univerfe !  This 
was  the  truly  great  man  who,  arnidft  all  the 
hurry  of  war,  cultivated  arts  at  home!  The 
companion  of  a  Voltaire,  the  avowed  enemy  of 
kings  i  he  efteemed  this  philofophical  republi- 
can, and  was  beloved  in  his  turn  by  philofo- 
phers  of  all  defcriptions.  This  was  he  who  in 
the  midft  of  difafters,  rofe  in  proportion  to  his 
fufferings,  and  not  only  refcued  his  kingdom 
from  ruin,  but  raifed  it  to  a  pitch  of  greatnefs 
unparalleled  in  Europe!  Invincible  in  war, 
indefatigable  in  exertions,  and  inflexible  in  juf- 
tice,  he  never  had  a  fuperior,  hardly  an  equal. 

At  Potfdam  this  incomparable  Prince  occu- 
pied but  three  fmall  apartments,  and  thofe  in  a 
corner  of  the  vaft  palace  there.  They  confifted 
of  a  Salle  a  Manger,  which  ferved  like  wife  as  an 
anti-chamber,  a  bed-chamber  and  a  library; 
thefe,  like  all  the  other  apartments  he  ufed,  were 
hung  with  blue  fatin.  It  muft  be  confeffed  that 
the  hangings  were  fomewhat  worfe  for  wear, 
the  moths  having  made  free  with  fuch  parts  as 
beft  fuited  their  palates;  the  very  curtains  of 
the  King's  own  bed  were  fo  full  of  holes,  that 
he  might  have  pretty  tolerably  reconnoitred  the 

approach 
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approach  of  a  vifitor,  without  the   trouble  of 
withdrawing  them. 

He  lived  however  but  little  in  this  palace,  as 
his  principal  refidence  was  at  Sans  Souci,  amort 
diftance  from  the  gates  of  Poifdam.  Here  was 
his  favourite  retirement ;  here  he  unburthened 
himfelf  from  the  cares  of  ftate  ;  here  he  was  the 
philofophcr,  the  polifhed  fcholar,  and  he  may  be 
properly  ftyled  the  father  of  the  Pruflian  belles 
lettres.  His  company  at  Sans  Souci  was  ex- 
tremely feJect;  it  confifted  of  the  firft  literary 
characters  and  a  few  diftinguimed  generals \ 
with  thefe  he  pafled  his  time  in  converfation 
and  mufic,  in  which  his  excellence,  both  as  a 
compofer  and  performer,  is  admitted  by  all  the 
world. 

While  I  was  in  Pruflia,  his  Majefty  had  a 
violent  illnefs,  a  little  before  the  time  appoint- 
ed for  the  Sileiian  manoeuvres;  his  attendance 
was  thought  to  be  impoflible,  a  circumftance 
the  more  remarkable,  as,  during  his  long  and 
glorious  reign,  he  had  never  been  difappointed 
of  any  military  operation  for  which  he  had  fixed 
the  time,  either  by  ficknefs  or  bad  weather. 

However,  juft  as  the  feafon  approached,  and 
as  iffuch  was  decreed  to  be  the  unchangeable 
fortune  of  the  Great  Frederic,  he  recovered, 
contrary  to  all  expectation,  and  was  perfectly 
able  to  review  his  gallant  troops  as  ufual. 

During 
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During  his  illnefs  he  was  fo  reduced,  that  a 
lufty  ftrong  huzar  was  obliged  to  lift  him  from 
his  bed  to  his  chair,  and  back  again.  One  day, 
when  this  faithful  domeftic  was  lifting  his  royal 
mafter  from  his  bed,  the  iron  heel  of  his  boot 
flipped  on  the  wax-rubbed  boards,  fo  that  he 
found  he  muft  unavoidably  fall  j  he  had  however 
the  prefence  of  mind  to  tofs  his  Majefty  on  the 
bed,  while  he  himfelf  meafured  his  length  on 
the  floor.  Frighted  to  death,  the  huzar  did  not 
venture  to  raife  his  head,  and  the  King  who  was 
hardly  able  to  fpeak  from  debility,  was  rendered 
perfectly  fpeechlefs  with  laughter  at  the  droll 
accident.  As  foon  as  he  recovered  his  fpeech, 
he  encouraged  the  honeft  foldier  to  rife,  and 
conceived  fuch  a  liking  to  him  for  his  fudden 
refource  of  thought,  that  he  never  would  part 
with  him  from  about  his  perfon. 

From  Sans  Souci,  the  King  ufed  to  gallop  al- 
moft  full  fpeed  to  Potfdam  to  the  parades, 
which  he  feldom  miffed ;  he  was  attended  only 
by  two  pages,  who  not  being  fo  well  mounted, 
had  frequently  much  difficulty  to  keep  up  with 
him.  When  he  arrived  there,  he  rode  brifkly 
along  the  line,  fometimes  without  fpeaking  a 
word,  and  fometimes  he  would  converfe  with 
the  Governor,  the  other  general  officers,  and 
fuch  ftrangers  as  had  been  prefented. 

F  It 
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It  is  impoilible,  without  having  feen  the  Pruf- 
fian  troops,  to  form  an  idea  of  their  appearance 
and  difciplinc;  no  miftakes  ever  happen,  no 
awkwardnefs  is  to  be  feen;  they  feem  rather  dif- 
ferent branches  of  the  fame  grand  machine  than 
diftindr.  beings.  Every  thing  is  perfect,  every 
thing  is  m  a  ftate  of  readinefs  -,  (o  that  were  it 
neceffary  to  fend  the  whole  army  to  the  frontiers, 
or  further,  in  an  infrant  they  would  begin  their 
march. 

The  Great  Frederic  ufed  to  pay  vifns  on  horfe- 
back,  with  little  ceremony  ;  of  which  an  inftance 
happened,  in  the  beginning  of  the  winter  1784, 
when  the  then  reigning  Duke  of  Courland  came 
to  Potfdam,  to  pay  his  refpects  to  his  Pruffian 
Majelly.  The  Duke  had  taken  up  his  refidence 
at  an  hotel  clofe  to  the  parade,  but  by  no  means 
the  bell  in  the  plaee.  Here  in  a  little,  fhabby 
parlour,  was  his  Serene  Highncfs,  drelfed  in  the 
mod  fplendid  ftyle,  blazing  with  diamonds,  and 
covered  with  the  richer!:  embroideries.  In  this 
place,  immediately  on  his  arrival,  he  had  the 
honour  of  a  vifit  from  the  King,  who  in  his  old 
uniform  coat  and  other  ufual  accoutrements, 
rode  up  to  the  door  of  the  hotel,  alighted  in  a 
moment,  and  without  further  ceremony  went 
into  the  parlour;  he  flopped  a  few  minutes  in 
converfation,  when  he  took  leave,  remounted  his 
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horfe,  and  rode  away  with  as  little  ceremony  as 
he  had  approached. 

The  Prince  and  Princefs  was  kept  under  fuch 
rertraint  by  the  King,  that  it  was  next  to  impof- 
fible  for  them  to  enjoy  any  plcafure.  But  when 
his  Majefry  was  gone  to  any  diitance,  which  pre- 
cluded the  poiTibility  of  his  return  for  a  day  or 
two,  the  Princefs  never  failed  to  give  a  ball,  at 
the  palace  of  Charlottenburgh,  in  the  park  of 
Berlin.  To  thefe  aflemblies,  which  were  very 
gay,  the  officers  of  the  Gens  d' Amies,  and  variety 
of  the  moff.  fafhionable  and  noble  perfonages 
were  admitted  ;  but  the  Princefs  was  obliged  to 
be  at  home  before  the  King's  return  to  Potf- 
dam. 


CHAP.  VIII. 

The  author  leaves  PruJJia  and  returns  to  Denmark. — 
Sets  out  for  England  >  where  he  arrives  in  Decem- 
ber i«784- — Frequently  vifits  the  Continent  in  the 
courfe  of  the  two  following  years. — Befpeaks  a 
travelling  pojl-chaife  of  Mr.  Lycet. — Mr.  Lycett 
not  being  able  to  arrefl  him  for  the  debt,  twelve 
months  after  the  delivery  of  the  carriage^  proceeds 
criminally  againjl  him. — The  unhappy  confe- 
rences. — Sends  a  ?nodel  of  a  J addle  and  accoutre- 
F  2  ment 
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ment  to  the  King  of  Pruffia. — Obtains  his  pardon, 
and  goes  to  France. — Forms  an  intimacy  with  fome 
of  the  mojl  dijlinguifhed  characlers  there. — Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Convention,  and anecdotes  of  the  per- 
fons  principally  concerned  in  the  maffacre  of  the 
King,  icith  the  proceffion  to  his  trial. 

In  November  1784,  I  left  Pruflia,  and  by  the 
way  of  Lubeck,    went  again  to  Copenhagen; 
here  I  ftaid  a  few  days.  I  then  fet  out  for  Eng- 
land, charged  with  letters  for  government  from 
Mr.  Elliot,  and  arrived  on  the  23d  of  Decem- 
ber.    I  delivered  the  packet,  with  which  I  was 
intrufted,  according  to  inftructions,  and  having 
*  fpent  fome  little  time  in  London,  I  returned  to 
the  Continent,  partly  to  gratify  my  turn  for 
military  operations,  and  partly  on  confidential 
bufinefs.     I  continued  to  go  backward  and  for- 
ward as  bufinefs  or  inclination  led  me,  till  an 
event  took  place,  which  firft  fitted  my  name  for 
the  mouth  of  calumny,  and  which  has  humbled 
me  in  my  own  eyes,  more  than  in  thofe  of  the 
public.     Though  this  has  been  told  and  retailed 
a  thoufand  times,  and  though  I  am  far  from  ac- 
cufing  either  a  judge  or  a  jury,  of  willing  injuf- 
tice,  dill  will  I  boldly  affirm,  that  it  is  not  only 
poflible  for  both  to  be  miftaken,  but  that  it  is 
often  impoffible  for  any  but  the  man  himfelf  to 
judge  of  his  own  intentions.     The  cafe  flood  thus 

with 
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with  me :  I  had  befpoke  a  travelling  pofl-chaife 
of  a  coach-maker,  Mr.  Lycet.  -It  was  ordered 
to  be  finifhed  on  a  particular  day,  and  on  that 
day  he  fent  it  home.  My  then  fituation  render- 
ed fuch  a  carriage  neceflary  for  me,  and  I  was 
at  that  time  able  to  pay  for  it ;  but  my  fatal 
turn  for  extravagance  foon  put  that  out  of  my 
power.  After  remaining  fome  time  in  town,  I 
went  again  to  the  Continent,  and  during  twelve 
months,  paired  and  repaired  very  frequently;  ori 
which  occafions  feveral  attempts  were  made  to 
arreft  vie  for  the  debt>  nor  was  there  any  idea  of 
calling  it  a  fraud,  till  a  year  after  the  carriage  was 
delivered  to  me  at  my  lodgings  at  Knights -Bridge. 
I  am  far  from  vindicating  the  non-payment  of  a 
juft  debt,  but  I  folemnly  declare  that  I  had  not 
the  fmallefl  idea  of  defrauding  the  coach-maker. 
I  had  occafion  for  a  carriage ;  I  was  in  a  good 
fituation,  though  very  carelefs  and  extravagant. 
But  were  every  fafhionable  young  man,  who  buys 
a  pofl-chaife,  without  conlidering  how  it  is  to 
be  paid  for,  as  flri&ly  dealt  by  as  I  was,  the 
Newgate  Calendar  would,  I  fear,  become  an  al- 
moftindifpeniiblefupplement  to  the  Red  Book. 
It  is  true,  Mr.  Lycet  fwore  that  I  had  hired 
the  carriage  only  for  a  week ;  but  had  he  not 
fworn  it,  would  it  have  appeared  credible,  that 
he  would  fit  up  a  new  carriage  for  a  week's  hire? 
The  attempt  to  arreft  me  was  admitted;  befides, 
r  F  3  in 
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in  his  books  there  appeared  an  erafurey  where 
the  word  hired  was.  Had  it  been  originally  To, 
what  need  to  alter  it?  If  it  was  not,  fome 
other  word  muft  have  occupied  that  place. 
What  that  word  was,  or  when  erafed,  Mr.  Ly- 
cet  beft  knows. 

It  is  further  remarkable,  that  he  produced 
no  perfon  in  court  to  whom  he  had  complained 
of  the  robbery  ;  he  had  applied  to  no  magiftrate, 
nor  had  he  even  entertained  an  idea  ofcommen- 
cing  a  criminal  profecution,  till,  as  himfelf 
confeiTed,  he  had  been  advifed  to  it.  Contrary 
however  to  the  expectation  of  e.very  Lawyer  in 
court,  the  judge  who  tried  me,  was  of  opinion 
that  the  jury  mould  find  me  guilty  of  a  felonious 
intention. 

After  fuch  a  charge  delivered  by  the  Judge, 
it  cannot  excite  much  furprife,  that  I  was  found 
guilty, -and  that  I  was  fentenced  to  feven  years 
tranfportation. 

Notwithstanding  this  had  been  the  opinion  of 
the  Judge,  and   the  determination   of  the  Juryt 
it  weighed  very  little  with  thofe  who  knew  me, 
and*  who  exerted   thcmfelves    to    extricate  me  • 
from  my  difficulties. 

I  was  of  courfe  committed  to  the  charge  of 
the  keeper  of  Newgate,  by  whom  I  was  lodged 
in  the  flate  apartments  of  that  prifon.  Here  I 
had  a  room  to  myfelf;  and  having  much  fpare 

time, 
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time,  I  invented  a  faddle  and  accoutrement  fo£ 
cavalry,  which  faddie  I  find  recently  adopted 
in  the  Britim  army,  with  little  alteration. 

My  model  I  lent  to  his  Majefty  Frederic 
William  of  Pruilia,  who  had  then  juft  fucceeded 
the  immortal  Frederic  the  Great,  accompanied 
>y  a  letter,  of  which  atranflation  is  here  annex- 
ed, and  which,  at  that  time,  appeared  in  mod  of 
the  periodical  prints,  in  French  and  Englifh. 


(TRANSLATION.) 

(The  or- 'giiml  being  wrote  in  French. J 

1 

"To  the  KING.  Potsdam. 


"  S/R£, 

"When  I  had  the  honour  of  being 
prefented  to  your  Majefty,  on  my  return  from 
the  invaiion  of  the  Crimea,  the  gracious  recep- 
'  tion  which  I  met  with,  and  the  ftrong  proof 
■which  your  Majefty  deigned  to  give  me,  (in  a* 
moment  of  difgrace,)  of  your  uncommon  gene- 
rofity  and  condefcenfion,  rivetted  thofe  chains, 
by  which,  as  a  man  devoted  to  the  profeffion  of 
war,  I  was  already  attached  to  your  perfon. 


S.ee  Page  60. 
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"  Such,  Sire,  is  my  paflion  for  martial  affairs, 
and  fuch  mv  veneration  for  the  Pruflian  arms, 
that  even  in  difgrace  and  bondage,  while  afflic- 
tions are  dealt  to  me  with  more  than  common 
liberality,  Hill  my  whole  foul  is  occupied  by  the 
glorious  fcenes  I  have  feen,  and  ft  ill  my  diffract- 
ed imagination  holds  to  my  view  your  Majefty's 
godlike  troops. 

"  Your  cavalry,  the  fineft  in  the  world,  I 
have  often  gazed  on  with  rapture,  and  the  par- 
ticular attention  which  I  payed  to  their  accou- 
trements, occafioned  me  to  make  fome  remarks, 
which  I  now  beg  leave,  with  the  moft  refpectful 
fubmiflion,  to  lay  before  your  Majefty,  along 
with  an  accoutrement  for  lignt-horfe,  an  in- 
vention of  my-  own,  and  which  I  had  prepared 
to  lay  in  perfon  at  your  Majefty's  feet,  when  I 
was  prevented  by  the  difgrace  and  deftruclion, 
into  which  I  was  plunged,  by  unbounded  extra- 
vagance, and  ungoverncd  pafuons.  Unable  to 
adorn  my  tale,  I  will  without  further  apology, 
proceed  in  the  plain  language  ofafoldier,  to 
point  out  the  difadvantages  which  your  Majef- 
ty's, and  indeed  all  the  cavalry  on  the  Conti- 
nent of  Europe,  labour  under  by#  the  prefent 
mode  of  faddling. 

"  It  is  an  eftablifhed  cuftom  in  your  Maje- 
fty's cavalry  to  place  the  faddle  on  the  moul- 
der 
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der  of  the  horfe,  by  which  means  he  is  confined 
in  his  movement,  travels  with  great  inconve- 
nience to  himfelf,  is  foon  fatigued,  is  fubject  to 
have  fiftulas  from  the  continual  motion  of  his 
moulders  under  the  faddle ;  and,  when  be  be- 
comes fatigued,  having  the  weight  of  his  rider 
fo  much  forwards,  is  fubjecr.  to  ftumble.  Was 
the  faddle  placed  in  fuch  manner  as  to  expofe 
entirely  to  view  the  moulder,  it  would  add 
grace  to  the  appearance,  give  eafe  to  the  horfe, 
render  him  more  active,  lefs  fubjecl:  to  an  ulce- 
rated back,  lefs  apt  'to  ftumble,  and  when  he 
did  ftumble,  would  be  eafily  recovered  by  his 
rider,  who,  being  feated  about  the  middle  of  his 
horfe's  back,  would  fit  firm,  and*  have  great 
command. 

"  My  prefent  fituation  renders  it  impracti- 
cable for  me  to  convey  my  accoutrement  for 
light-horfe  to  your  Majefty  by  any  other  means 
than  that  of  your  Majefty's  Miniftcr  at  London, 
To  enter  into  a  defcription  of  this  accoutre- 
ment would  exceed  the  bounds  of  a  letter.  My 
earneft  prayer  is,  that  your  Majefty  would  fuffer 
it  to  be  laid  before  you,  when  I  lope  its  ap- 
pearance will  fay  more  in  its  favour  than  I  could 
fay  in  a  volume.  I  will,  however,  fo  far  ob- 
ferve,  that  it  is  well  calculated  for  parade,  for 
eafe,  for  fervice,  and  to  encourage  the  men  to 
clofe  to  the  enemy,  the   only  means   by  which 

cavalry 
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cavalry  can  be  redoubtable  or  fuccefsful.  Should 
it  meet  with  your  Majefty's  approbation,  and 
fhould  it  be  found  to  pofTefs  the  qualities  which 
I  have  attempted  to  defcribe,  I  (hall  efteem 
myfelf  the  moil:  fortunate  man  on  earth. 

"  The  hour  in  which  I  muft  be  liberated, though, 
alas!  'tis  too  diftant,  neverthelefs  advances  ;  and 
as  it  approaches,  I  tremble  for  the  difficulties 
which  I  fhall  have  to  encounter:  that  averiion 
which  mankind  in  general  have  for  the  unfor- 
tunate, will  throw  unfurmountable  difficulties  in 
my  way,  unlefs  your  Majefty,  as  confpicuous  for 
compalTion  as- for  military  talent,  will  fuffer  me 
to  ftand  as  a  volunteer  in  the  ranks  with  your 
grenadiers ;  there  I  may  find  an  opportunity  of 
pcrifhing  as  I  ought ;  further  I  do  not  expect. 
I  have  forfeited  all  claim  to  confidence,  of 
courfe,  to  command;  and  only  feek  fuch  a  grave, 
as  (in  fpite  of  myprefent  difgrace)  the  hard  fer- 
vice  which  I  have  fccnt  and  the  dangers  which  I 
have  braved,  give  me  fome  title  to  demand. 

"  If  it  is  a  fact,  Sire,  that  men  of  courage  are 
ever  pofielTed  of  the  moft  tender  feelings,  I  can 
ncf  where  look  for  companion,  for  pity,  or  par- 
don, with  fuch  hopes  of  fuccefs,  as  to  your  Ma- 
jefty, and  your  gallant  army  !  Have  mercy  on 
me,  Sire,  and  command  your  brave  General  de 
MollendorfF  to  announce  to  me,  that  you  will 
fuffer  me   to   carry  arms   with   your  Majefty's 

grenadiers, 
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gren'adiers,  I  fhall  be  happy  !  will  wait  the 
hour  of  my  enlargement  with  refignation,  and, 
when  it  comes,  fly  to  your  Itandard. 

"  With  anxious  impatience  I  attend  the  fen- 
tence  which  your  Majefty  will  pronounce.  On 
it  depends  my  fate  ! 

'*  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sire,  with  all  that 
enthufiafm  which  fo  great  a  Captain  as  your  Ma- 
jefty  can  infpire  in  the  foul  of  a  foldicr, 

"  Your  Ma j  esty's 

"  Mod  humble, 
Sept.  1790.      . 

"  Faithful  and  devoted  fervant." 

I  remained  a  prifoner  in  the  (late  apartments 
of  Newgate   a  considerable  while.       I  was  then 
fent  to    Woolwich,  where,  after  fome   time,   I 
received  his  Majefty's  pardon,  on  condition  of 
going  abroad. 

The  encouragement  I  had  formerly  received 
on  the  Continent,  and  the  protection  that  I  had 
fome  reafon  to  expect  from  the  King  of  Pruilia, 
inclined  me  to  go  to  Germany  ;  but  my  friends 
advifed  me  rather  to  go  to  France,  then  at  peace 
with,  and  receiving  fupplies  of  every  thing  from 
England.  They  very  properly  fupported  their 
arguments  by  truths  which    I, could  not  deny; 

that 
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that  the  bare  pay  was  too  fmall  for  my  turn  of 
mind,  and  that  France  then  deprived  of  her  belt 
officers  wanted  men  of  tried  fkill  and  experience, 
and  therefore  held  out  a  fairer  profpeel  to  me.  I 
yielded  to  thefc  reafons  and  went  to  France, 
where  I  remained  fome  time  an  inactive  fpecta- 
tor,  till  want  of  fubfiftehce  forced  me  to  apply 
to  the  Committee  of  War  for  employment.  But 
already  difgufted  by  their  villainous  proceedings, 
I  declined  accepting  any  fituation,  though  my 
advice  was  frequently  taken  reflecting  the  new 
corps  they  were  forming.  Curious  however  to 
fee  the  event  of  the  King's  trial,  J  determined 
to  remain  on  the  fpot  until  that  was  over,  and 
was  accordingly  obliged  to  conceal  m'y  fenti- 
ments. 

I  had  now  formed  a  Uriel:  intimacy  with 
General  Bcruyer,  Commandant  of  the  interior, 
a  fituation  often  miftaken  for  that  of  Comman- 
dant of  Paris,  whereas  in  truth  they  are  very 
different:  the  General  has  the  command  of  all 
the  troops  in  the  interior,  but  the  Commandant 
of  Paris  has  only  the  command  of  the  national 
guard  in  that  city;  the  former,  Beruyer,  was  an 
old  and  excellent  foldier  ;  the  latter,  Santerre, 
was  a  brewer.  With  Beruyer  I  went  upon  all 
his  Utile  excuriions.  I  was  likewife  very  inti- 
mate with  Paclie,  the  mimfter  of  war,  Pethion^ 

Roland 


MAJOR     SEMPLE     LIS  IE.  J"J 

Roland,  and  feveral  others  of  the  then  leaders  of 
France,  mod  of  whom  have  fince  been  guillo- 
tined. 

During  my  abode  in  Paris,  I  was  .an  eye-wit- 
nefs  of  many  mocking  maffacres,  and  I  cannot 
help  wondering  at  my  own  efcapes;  for  at  a 
time  when  liveries  were  forbidden  to  all  but  the 
foreign  minifters,  and  brilliant  equipages  wholly 
out  of  ufe,  I  had  both  of  the  moft  fplendid 
kind,  and  was  generally  called  an  arijhcrate,  a  re- 
proach I  did  not  take  much  pains  to  contradict. 

The  time  fixed  for  the  trial  of  the  unfortunate 
Louis  now  drew  near,  and  vaft  preparations 
were  made  for  that  purpofe.  During  this  time 
the  violence  of  the  Jacobin  party  daily  increafed, 
though  it.  had  not  then  reached  its  height  of 
wanton  and  indiscriminate  murder. 

When  the  day  arrived  for  the  King  to  appear 

before  the  ConventLn,    I,  with  Mr.    Maxwell, 

went  in  the  fuite  of  Beruyer,  to  fetch  him;  the 

whole  way  was  lined  with  troops,  and  the  con- 

courfe  of  people  was  immenfe.     The  unhappy 

monarch  was  found  drefled  in  a  morning  coat 

of  grey  Bath  coating,  a  waiftcoat,  and,  I  think, 

breeches  of  the  fame;  his  hair  rolled  up,  and  his 

beard  long,    not  expecting,   as  we  imagined,    a 

vifit  of  that  kind.* 

A  lingular 

*  Clery  fays  that  the  King  had  received  private  intelligence, 
and  defcribes  the  means  by  which  iuch  intelligence  was  ob- 
tained* 
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A  lingular  delay  happened,  and  for  a  time  re- 
tarded the  proccilion.  The  *  decree  of  the  Con- 
vention, ordering  the  King  to  be  brought  before 
them,  had  been  forgotten  ;  a  mefTenger  was  there- 
fore difpatched  for  ir,  and  on  his  return  it  was 
read  to  his  Majefty,  who  bowed  and  complied. 
Though  there  had  elapfed  fufficient  time  from 
the  hour  of  Chambon's  arrival  at  the  Temple 
for  him  to  have  changed  his  cloaths,  he  went 
dreffed  as  I  have  jtift  defcribed. 

From  the  King's  wavering  conduct,  in  his 
attempt  to  efcape  from  the  country,  and  on 
other  occalions,  I  had  formed  the  idea  of  his 
being  a  very  weak  and  irrefolute  character  ;  but 
1  was  far  miilakcn,  for  his  examination  con- 
vinced me,  that  he  wanted  neither  courage  nor 
talents,  and  indeed  from  that  day.  I  became  de- 
voted to  him. 

With  the  utmoft  coolnefs  and  intrepidity,  he 
anfwered  interrogatories,  which  he  could  not 
pofiibly   forefee,  and   while   his   whole  conduct 

tained.     But  at  that  time  this  circumftan.ee  was  unknown,  to 
any  except  thofe  immediately  concerned. 

*  Clery  mentions,  that  though  Chambon,  Maire  of  Paris, 
Mas  announced  before  eleven  o'clock,  as  being  with  the  coun- 
cil below,  and  coming  up  immediately  to  fpeak  with  the  King, 
he  did  not  appear  before  one  ;  as  the  caufe  of  this  delay  was 
only  uhifpered  among  the  general  ftaff,  it  could  not  well  come 
u>  Mr.  Clery's  knowledge. 

evinced 
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evinced  firmnefs  of  mind,  his   anfvvers   mewed 
that  he  pofleffcd  a  clear  understanding,  far  above 

rthe  ftandard  of  mediocrity. 
When  the  King  arrived  at  the  hall  of  the 
Convention,  he  alighted  from  his  carriage,  and 
the  general-officers  quitted  their  horfes.  San- 
terrc  and  the  municipal  officers  led  the  van ; 
the  King  walked  next,  clofe  followed  by  Be- 
ruyer.  They  pafTed  along  the  Corridor  till  they 
came  oppofite  a  fmall  chamber,  into  which 
Santerre  informed  the  King  he  muft  got  while 
his  arrival  was  announced  to  the  Convention. 

The  King  then  addrefling  himfelf  to  Beruyer, 
who  always  treated  him  politely,  defired  to 
have  fome  refremment ;  on  which  the  General 
told  him  he  might  have  bread  and  wine,  and  he 
immediately  fent  for  a  bottle  of  the  belt  claret, 
"  vin  de- la  fete." 

His  Majefry  had  drank  a  goblet  of  wine, 
eaten  a  morfel  of  bread,  and  was  filling  his  glafs 
again,  when  Santerre  entered  the  room,  faying, 
' '  Louis  Qipet  I  la  Convention  Nationale  vous  de- 
mande  a  fa  barrel'  To  this  rude  addrefs  the 
King  replied  with  a  bow,  and  inftantly  obeyed. 

The  firm  conduct  of  this  unfortunate  mo- 
narch I  have  already  remarked  :  it  was  fuch  as 
difarmed  many  of  his  enemies ;  and  every  friend 
to  humanity  entertained  hopes  of  the  moil  fa- 
vourable  kind.      The  examination  ended,  the 

King 
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King  returned  with  the  fame  guards.  The 
whole  was,  however,  thrown  into  cdnfulion,  by 
fome  battalions  refufing  to  let  Santerre,  (who 
had  been  delayed  at  the  hall  of  the  Convention,) 
pafs  them,  in  order  to  get  into  his  proper 
place,  next  to  the  King's  carriage.  Santerre 
rode  very  badly ;  and  the  guards,  who  were 
without  difcipline,  were  afraid  of  his  horfe, 
they  therefore,  after  great  diforder,  obliged  him 
to  difmount,  and,  with  much  ado,  permitted 
him  to  force  his  way  through  the  mob,  leading 
his  charger. 

The  confufion  ftili  continuing,  he  no  fooner 
got  near  the  carriage  of  the  King,  than,  with  a 
fquadron  of  the  regiment  of  the  Dragons  de  la 
RepubliqiiCy  and  a  battalion  of  artillery,  he  rode 
off  with  his  royal  prifoner,  leaving  the  guards 
to  follow  as  they  could.  This  procured  him  a 
public  reprimand,  as  it  was  alledged  that  he 
might,  for  want  of  ftrength,  have  had  his  charge 
raken  from  him  by  fupcrior  force. 
.  *The  King  was  left  fome  time  before  he  was 
brought  up  to  make  his  defence,  of  which  he  had 
regular  notice:  counfellors  were  alfo  allowed 
accefs  to  him,  and  he  chofe  Maljherbes  and 
¥ronchet  to  defend  him;  De  Sezew&s  afterwards 
added.  Target  had  been  applied  to,  but  infa- 
moufly  refufed. 

On   the   26th  of    December  the   King  was 

again 
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again  brought  to  the  Convention,  with  the  fame 
ceremony  as  before ;  but  as  he  was  apprifed  of 
it,  he  appeared  drefled,  though  very  plainly. 
About  ten  in  the  morning  he  left  his  prifon.  I 
had,  however,  feparated  from  General  Beruyer, 
in  order  to  introduce  the  Princefs  Alexandre 
Luboumerfky  and  Mr.  Ellis,  an  Englifh  gen-, 
tleman,  into  the  hall  of  the  Convention,  which 
was  at  that  time  a  matter  of  no  fmall  difficulty. 
When  I  had  placed  them,  I  took,  together  with 
Mr.  Maxwell  and  two  fervants,  the  (horteft  cut 
acrofs  the  city  to  join  the  line  of  march ;  but 
coming  to  a  ftreet  that  opened  into  the  Boule- 
vards, we  were  flopped  by  a  cannon  and  a  fe- 
male cannonier,  who  guarded  the  pafs.  As  I 
knew  it  was  to  little  purpofe  to  argue  with  a 
poiffarde,  I  turned  my  horfe,  and  palTed  through 
another  ftreet.  Having  gained  the  rear  of  thofe 
who  lined  the  road,  I  made  up  to  the  Com- 
mander, and  defired  leave  to  pafs  his  line  when 
the  head  of  the  march  mould  reach  him  :  he  in- 
(lantly  confented ;  but  in  the  mean  time,  and 
to  cool  our  horfes,  we  walked  them  about  in 
the  rear.  Here  I  was  accofted  by  a  patrol, 
who  afked  me  who  I  was?  I  told  him,  an 
Englifhman,  waiting  to  join  the  General 
Staff,  with  whom  I  had  permiiTion  t©  ride,  but 
had  been  left  behind.  He  anfwered,  "  You  are 
not,  you  are  a  Ci-devant  ;"•  and  pointing  a  muf-» 

G  kct 
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ket  at  me,  we  were  inftantly  furrounded  by  a 
crowd  of  pikes,  and  a  general  outcry  of  *  Ce 
font  des  ci-devant  s." 

All  we  could  fay  availed  nothing;  we  were 
carried  before  the  Commiffaries  of  the  fectioft -of 
the  Temple;  but  not  being  able  to  fatisfy  them, 
I  was  obliged  to  write  to  Beruyer  in  their  pre- 
sence, who  no  fooner  received  my  note  than  he 
came,  with  his  whole  General  Staff,  and  deli- 
vered us, 

A  very  pacific  perfon,  not  yet  mentioned,  who 
was  impelled  by  curiofity  alone,  was  involved 
in  this  adventure,  which,  as  Beruyer  obferved, 
made  him  haften  to  my  adiflance,  leaft,  by  the 
fmalleft  delay,  he  might  have  met  my  head  on 
a  pike.  This  was  no  other  than  Mr.  Newcomb, 
the  Boot -maker >  mounted  on  my  be  ft  charger ',  which, 
at  his  own  requeft,  I  had  lent  him,  that  he 
might  follow  me  to  fee  the  proceflion  of  the 
unhappy  monarch  to  that  tribunal  which  even- 
tually deprived  him  of  life. 

In  his  way  to  his  former  attendance  the  King 
had  received  fome,  though  not  much  infult,  yet 
enough  to  difgrace,  before  all  mankind,  the  un- 
feeling wretches  who  could  be  bafe  enough  to  ufe 
it;  but  now  a  gang  of  fervants  belonging  to  that 

UNIVERSALLY        DETESTED       ARCH      TRAITOR, 

Orleans,  together  with  a  hireling  crew  devo- 
ted to  him,  uttered  fuch  fhocking  abufe,  fuch 

inhuman 
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uman  taunts,  as  could  not  fail  of  exciting 
horror  in  any  bofom.  not  callous  to  every  fenfe 
of  mercy  and  decency* 

So  much  has  been  faid  on  the  fubjecl  of  the 
King's  trial  and  defence,  that  I  fhall  be  fi- 
lent  upon  it,  farther  than  that  I  was  individu- 
ally prefent.  I  fhall  therefore  proceed  to  the 
time  of  his  execution,  wifhing  only  to  lay  be- 
fore my  readers  particulars  that  are  not  gene- 
rally known. 


CHAP.     IX. 

The  Convention  orders  that  the  decree  pronunclng  the 
King's  death  fhould  be  made  known  to  him  within 
twenty-four  hours. — His  counsellors  refuftd  admif- 
Jion  to  him. — His  fentence  announced  to  him. — 
Proceedings  the  evening  previous  to  his  execution: 
— The  author  attends  at  the  Temple  with  General 
Beruyer. — Santerre's  brutal  behaviour  at  the  Tem- 
ple the  morning  of  the  King's  death. — The  Queen 
and  Royal  Family  refufed  to  fee  the  King,  by  the 
GommiJfarieSy  with  an  explanation  of  the  reafon. — 
Santerre's  fpeech  to  his  Majefly  when  be  came  to 
fetch  him,  not  related  by  Clery. — More  brutality 
ef  Sanferre* — A  man  murdered  for  pitying  the 
G  2  King. 
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King. — Preparations  at  the  place  of  execution.-— 
The  King's  behaviour,  and  the  involuntary  refpeEt 
paid  to  him. — New  inf tilts  of  Sa^turre. — The 
king's  death  and  burial. 

Ir  had  been  decreed  by  the  Convention,  on  Sa- 
turday January  191b,  1793,  that  the  executive' 
body  mould,  within  twenty  f~>ur  hours,  announce 
the  King's  fate  to  him.  This,  however,  was  not 
done  till  the  lateft  hour  of  the  time  limited, 
though  the  Municipality  did  not  neglect  to  take 
an  account  of  the  few  trifles  then  remaining  in 
the  pofleflion  of  a  once  great  fovereign,  even 
before  the  decree  was  paffed. 

For  many  days  the  fufferings  of  the  unfortu- 
nate Louis  had  been  wantonly  aggravated  by  a 
feries  of  unneceflary  and  unprovoked  cruelties ; 
the  Queen,  his  children,  and  fitter  had  been  in- 
humanly torn  from  him;  but  now  even  his 
counfellor,  the  venerable  Malefherbes,  was  re- 
fufed  admiflion. 

'  On  Sunday  the  20th  of  January  the  decree  of 
the  Convention  was  brought  to  the  King,  with 
equal  formality  and  rudenefs :  it  was  bluntly 
announced  by  Garat,  Minifter  of  Juftice,  and 
read  by  Grouvelle,  Secretary  to  the  Council, 
who,  I  have  been  allured  by  thofe  prefent,  feem- 
ed  more  terrified  at  i:*  contents  than  the  royal 
fufferer. 

The 
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The  King  had  prepared  a  paper,  which  he 
delivered  to  Garat,  defiring  three  days  delay  in 
the  execution  of  the  fentence,  that  he  might 
prepare  himfelf  for  the  awful  fcene  he  was  to 
undergo;  he  alfo  requefted  to  have  a  catholic 
clergyman,  of  his  own  chufing;  to  be  freed 
from  inceffant  infpeclion,  and  to  fee  his  family 
without  witnelTes.  He  added  an  earned  en- 
treaty for  permiflion  to  his  family  to  go  where  - 
ever  they  would;  and  that  the  nation  would 
confider  the  cafes  of  fome  diftrefTed  perfons, 
chiefly  old  people,  widows,  and  children,  for- 
merly fupported  by -his  bounty. 

The  fame  evening,  about  fix,  the  Convention 
returned  an  anfvrer  to  this  requeft  of  the  King, 
purporting  that  he  mould  fend  for  any  clergy- 
man he  pleafed ;  that  he  mould  fee  his  family 
freely,  and  without  witnefs ;  that  they  fhould  be 
taken  into  consideration;  that  the  creditors  of 
his  houfehold  fhould  be  indemnified ;  but  the 
delay  of  three  days  was  poflltively  refufed. 

Before  the  clofe  of  the  evening  drums  went 
through  the  feveral  diftricts,  with  the  Sectional 
Commiflaries,  who  publicly  read  a  proclama- 
tion ordering  all  windows  to  be  fhut  next  day; 
that  no  women  or  children  fhould  be  feen  in  the 
ftreets ;  and  that  the  men  fhould  repair  to  their 
refpedtive  fedtions  :  they  alfo  vifited  hotels 
where  ftrangers  took  up  their  refidence,  order- 
G  3  ing 
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ing  them  either  to  march  with  the  fedlion,  op 
to  remain  at  home ;  queftioning  them  at  the 
fame  time  concerning  their  fituation,  employ- 
ment, and  buftnefs  in  town.  Among  others 
they  came  to  me,  when  I  told  them,  that  I  had 
obtained  General  Beruyer's  leave  for  myfelf  and 
Mr.  Maxwell  to  march  with  his  Staff;  and  that 
I  was  to  hold  myfelf  in  rcadinefs  at  his  quarters 
at  four  next  morning. 

I  attended  as  was  appointed,  and  rode  with 
the  General  to  the  Temple.  During  our  march 
he  feveral  times  obferved  to  me,  that  he  was 
furprifed  at  my  curiofity  ;  that,  for  his  own  part, 
Were  he  not  apprehenfive  that  his  declining  to 
attend,  (though  no  part  of  his  duty,)  would  en-t 
danger  his  own  head,  he  could  not  have  been 
induced  to  be  witnefs  of  fo  awful  a  fcene.  I 
reueat  this  in  refpecl  to  the  memory  of  the 
amiable  Beruyer,  who  lince  paid  his  life  as  the 
price  of  his  unfhaken  loyalty  j  and  who,  though 
forced  to  difguife  his  thoughts,  was  ever  in  his 
heart  the  devoted  advocate  of  the  King.  When 
I  add  that  he  had  a  wife  and  fix  children,  and 
no  fortune,  his  difguife  will  be  thought  very 
excufeable. 

Though  I  had  hitherto  avoided  going  into 
the  prifon  of  the  Temple,  I  now  went  with 
Beruyer  and  his  Staff  into  the  apartment  where 
the  Committee  of  the  Commune  was  fitting.     In 

a  little 
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a  little  time  the  Municipal  Officer  then,  on  du- 
ty with  the  King  entered,  with  a  requeft  from 
his  Majcfty  that  he  might  have  a  pair  of  fciffars 
allowed  him  to  cut  his  hair,  as  he  expe&ed 
every  moment  to  be  led  forth.  No  oppolition 
was  made  by  any  of  the  Council,  only  one  mem- 
ber afked  the  officer  who  brought  the  meflage,  if 
he  thought  the  King  might  fafely  be  trufted 
with  them  ?  On  his  anfwering  in  the  affirma- 
tive,  and  that  it  was  impoflible  for  any  man  to 
be  more  calm  or  collected,  the  voice  of  every 
member  concurred  without  hefitation  in  grant- 
ing this  requeft. 

Santerre,  however,  who,  with  his  Staff,  was 
prefent,  but  had  no  fort  of  concern  or  authori- 
ty in  the  affairs  of  the  council,  as  foon  as  he 
heard  the  permiflion  granted,  brutally  exclaim- 
ed, u  I  oppofe  that!  he  wants  to  cut  his  hair 
*i  to  give  it  to  his  confeffor,  to  be  handed  about : 
*  I  will  not  have  a  relic  of  the  tyrant  left." 
The  Committee,  over-awed  by  the  opinion  of 
the  General,  adopted  his  decifion ;  and  the 
CommifTary,  laying  down  the  fciffars,  returned 
to  his  duty. 

Some  time  after  a  CommifTary  came  down  to 
the  Council  with  a  mefTage  from  the  Queen, 
purporting,  (to  ufe  his  own  words)  that  the 
women  wanted  to  fee  Louis  Capet.  The  decree  of 
the  Convention,  allowing  the  King  to  fee  his 

G  4  family 
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family  zvhen  he  pleafed,  was  then  read  ;  but  being 
found  not  to  enjoin  that  they  might  fee  him  when 
they  plcafed,  the  Council  pafTed  to  the  order  of 
the  day.  The  Prefident,  as  foon  as  this  was 
fettled,  probably  willing  in  compaflion  to  evade 
the  decree,  afked  if  the  king  had  cxprelTed  any 
defire  to  fee  them ;  the  officer  faid  he  had  noty 
(a  circumftance  confirmed  by  Clery,)  and  there 
the  bufinefs  ended. 

About  half-paft  eight  Santerre  went  up  flairs 
to  bring  his  Majefty  down;  he  was  attended  by 
feveral  municipal  officers  and  foldiers,  fome  of 
whom  entered  the  King's  apartment,  while 
others  took  their  ports  upon  the  ftairs.  I  fol- 
lowed them,  and  went  fo  far  that  I  could, 
through  the  legs  of  thofe  that  were  at  the  door, 
fee  all  that  palTed  between  Santerre  and  the 
royal  prifoner. 

His  Majefty  appeared  as  if  coming  out  of  an 
inner  apartment,  with  two  perfons  behind  him, 
whom  I  was  told  were  his  confefTor  and  Clery. 
Santerre  immediately  addreffed  him  to  this  ef- 
fect :  *  "  Louis  Capet,  I  am  come  by  order  of 
"  the  National  Convention  to  take  you  to  the 
"  Place  de  la  Revolution^  formerly  Place  de  Louis 

*  Clery  fays  nothing  of  this  addrefs  ;  but  the  anguifh  and 
confufion  of  that  faithful  and  affe&ionate  fervant  might  well 
prevent  him  from  attending  to  the  difcourfe  of  thofe  from 
whom  he  had  nothing  but  barbarity. 

u  ghiinze, 
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"  ghtinzCy  there  to  deliver  you  into  the  hands  of 
"  high  juftice."  I  did  not  hear  his  Majefty 
fay  a  word. 

Before  Santerre  went  up  to  bring  down  the 
King,  he  had  propofed  to  the  Council  of  the 
Commune,  to  tie  him  j  but  this  was  rejected,  and 
one  of  them  exclaimed,  f<  Why  fhould  we  tie 
"  him,  are  we  not  all  his  enemies."  Santerre 
vexed  at  having  his  cruelty  thus  difappointed, 
told  them,  that  fince  they  had  refufed  to  tie  him, 
inftead  of  two  Commiflaries,  he  {hould  put  two 
gens  d'  armes,  in  the  coach  with  him. 

Before  his  Majefty  reached  the  carriage,  he 
had  to  pafs  through  the  garden  of  the  Temple, 
and  along  a  narrow  paflage,  at  the  end  of  which 
Ghambon's  lhabby  old  coach  was  waiting  for 
him.  On  reaching  this  he  looked  round,  as  for 
fome  one  to  give  him  a  hand  to  help  him  in; 
but  no  one  came  near,  and  the  infulted,  fallen 
monarch,  was-  forced  to  get  in  without  affift- 
ance. 

Santerre  performed  his  promije;  for  he  put 
two  gens  d'  armes  into  the  coach,  while  the  Com- 
miflaries,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  guard  the  King, 
were  obliged  to  follow  on  foot  as  well  as  they 
could;  this  was  however  only  the  prelude  to 
thofe  fcenes  of  anarchy  when  no  fafety  was  to  be 
found,  and  when  nothing  was  more  ufual  than 

for 
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for  the  tyrant  of  yeftcrday,  to  become  the  vic- 
tim of  to-day. 

The  proceflion  went  on  very  flowly,  with 
little  infultj  yet  there  were  not  wanting,  fome 
whom  this  awful  fcene  could  not  fofien  into 
decency ,  a  decency  due  to  the  feelings  of  even 
the  worft  of  criminals.  In  the  principal  frreets, 
through  which  the  fad  proceffon  was  to  pafs, 
not  a  window  was  open,  and  fome  pcrfons  who 
imprudently  looked  out  at  windows  in  the  bye 
ftreets,  were  inftantly  fired  at. 

After  we  had  proceeded  fome  diftance,  a 
Ihocking  affair  took  place,  which  mult  have  fil- 
led with  horror  any  heart,  not  loft  to  humanity. 
A  man  as  the  King  paifed,  exclaimed  "  Quel 
trifle  changement  /"  *f  what  a  fad  change  I"  He 
had  no  fooner  uttered  the  words,  than  he  was 
literally  torn  to  pieces,  and  parts  of  his  mang- 
led body  held  upon  pikes  before  the  carriage, 
to  ihe\v  the  unhappy  Louis,  the  end  of  what 
they  arrogantly  called  the  I  aft  of  his  friends. 

The  *  proceflion  met  with  no  more  interrup- 
tion, till  we  arrived  at  the  place,  de  la  Revolution, 

*  The  ftrcets  were  compleatly  lined  with  foldiers,  cannon 

were  placed  at  every  avenue,  leading  into  the  line  of  march, 

field  pieces  and   heavy  artillery  were  likewife  drawn  in  the 

effion,  both  before  and  behind  the  carriage,  and  the  guards, 

pj>p  led  and  clofed  the  whole,  were  im.menj.cly  numerous. 

the 
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the  deftined  theatre  of  regicide.  Here  the  fatal 
machine  was  erecTed  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the 
illuftrious  fufferer,  could,  from  the  fcaffold  fee 
at  one  view,  the  once  pleafmg  palace  of  the 
Tuillerics,  and  the  pcdeftal  and  fragments  of 
his  predeceffor's  ftatue. 

The  guillotine  was  furrounded  by  troops,  of 
which  the  Marfeiilois  held  the  molt  confpicuous 
Situation,  as  it  was  between  them  and  the  fcaf- 
fold that  the  King  mult  pafs.  A  place  on  the 
right  was  kept  open  for  the  General  Staff,  and 
the  cannon  filed  round  into  the  front  of  the  ma- 
chine, where  they  were  kept  primed,  with  mat- 
ches lighted,  and  one  in  particular  was  pointed 
at  the  place  of  death,  with  orders  on  the  fmalleft 
cry  for  mercy  from  the  people,  to  fire  and  put 
at  once  an  end  to  all  hopes. 

When  the  carriage  drew  up  oppofite  the 
ladder  of  the  fcaffold,  M.  de  Frimont  the 
King's  confeffor  alighted,  and  his  Majefty  was 
likewife  preparing  to  do  fo,  but  was  (topped  as 
foon  as  he  put  his  head  out  of  the  door  by  San- 
terre,  who  imperioufly  bade  him  go  back  ;  this 
order  was  inftantly  obeyed,  and  the  King  being 
heavy,  fhook  the  coach  when  he  fate  down ; 
hence  arofe  the  report  that  he  had  fainted  on 
feeing  the  machine,  than  which  nothing  could 
JDe  more  falfe. 

Santerre 
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Santcrre  then  called  to  fome  of  the  gens 
d'  armes,  and  ordered  fix  of  them  to  draw  up, 
three  on  each  fide  of  the  way,  from  the  coach 
door  to  the  ladder,  which  was  not  more  than 
two  yards  diflant.  In  this  place,  the  King  who 
had  been  made  to  alight  as  foon  as  thefe  gens 
d'  armes  were  pofted,  undreffed  himfelf;  firft 
throwing  off  his  hat,  which  was  inftantly  cut  to 
pieces  and  diftributed  among  thofe  prefent ;  he 
then  threw  off  his  coat,  which  was  treated  in 
the  fame  manner,  nor  did  he  receive  any  aflift- 
ance,  except  that  fome  perfon  folded  his  fhirt 
under  the  collar  of  his  waiftcoat,  which  feemed 
to  me  to  be  of  white  cotton  flannel. 

He  then  prepared  to  afcend  the  fcaffold,  but 
was  told  that  his  hands  muft  be  tied;  to  this  he 
quietly  fubmitted,  only  faying  it  was  not  necej- 
fary.  Mr.  Frimont  was  going  along  with  him  to 
adminifter  the  laft  offices  of  religion,  but  he  was 
torn  away,  and  another  pried,  a  meer  raggamuf- 
fian  in  appearance,  was  put  in  his  place,  as  a 
parting  infult  to  the  dying  monarch. 

Whether  he  had  thus  far  attempted  to  fpeak, 
I  cannot  fay;  for  the  drums  and  trumpets, 
which  by  the  exprefs  order  of  Santerre,  were 
placed  in  immenfe  number  in  the  front  of  the 
guillotine,  to  ufe  his  language,  "  to  prevent  Louis 
*'  Capet  from  being  heard  Jfoould  he  attempt  to  /peak" 

made 
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made  fuch  a  noife  as  rendered  it  impofiible  to 
hear  a  word.  As  foon  as  the  King  came  upon 
the  fcaffoid,  he  looked  at  the  fatal  machine,  and 
then  walked  towards  the  front,  bowing  to  the 
people  as  if  he  meant  to  fpeak.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  drums  and  trumpets  had  been  placed 
for  the  purpofe  of  drowning  his  voice,  no  fooner 
did  his  Majefty  appear  to  be  preparing  to  ad- 
drefs  the  fpeclators,  than  the  noife  ceafed  in  an 
inftant,  and  the  moft  profound  and  folemn  ii- 
Ience  prevailed.  He  attempted  to  fpeak,  but 
inftantly  Santerre  called  to  the  executioner  to 
do  his  duty,  who  going  behind  his  Majefty,  at- 
tempted to  pull  him  away  by  the  arms  ;  but 
not  being  able,  his  afiiftant  got  before  him,  and 
pufhing  againft  his  breaft,  they  together  forced 
him  near  to  the  centre  of  the  fcaffoid,  in  a  line 
with  the  guillotine,  he  likewife  called  immedi- 
ately to  the  drums  and  trumpets,  who  again 
began  to  make  a  noife. 

The  pried  now  approached;  but  the  King 
faid  fomething  to  them,  on  which  they  retired 
a  ftep,  and  he  continued  uttering,  probably  a 
prayer,  for  a  few  feconds.  He  then  laid  him- 
felf  voluntarily  on  the  board  of  the  guillotine, 
which  was  inftantly  put  in  its  place;  the  execu- 
tioner immediately  proceeded  to  tie  him,  and 
his  afiiftant  to  fix  the  collar  that  was  to  fecure 
his  neck.     While  he  was  doing  this  with  one 

hand 


g£  THE     LIFE    OF 

hand,  and  before  his  matter  had  done  his  part, 
he  with  the  other  hand  held  the  firing  that  was 
todifcharge  the  machine,  and  ere  the  collar  was 
fattened,  pulled  it,  and  put  a  period  to  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  the  once  great  fovereign  of  France, 
who  fo  lately,  and  fo  juftly  was  idolized  by  all 
the  people  of  that  nation. 

No  fooner  had  the  guillotine  performed  its 
dreadful  office,  than  the  executioner  made  a 
pretext  to  prefs  the  knife  down,  as  if  it  had  not 
gone  quite  through  the  neck,  and  that  the  head 
was  taken  off  by  bis  hands;  but  this  was  unne- 
cessary, as  the  fall  of  the  machine  did  its  duty 
compleatly. 

The  afliftant  caught  up  the  bleeding  head,  as 
foon  as  it  was  fevered  from  the  body,  and  hold- 
ing it  by  the  hair,  expofed  it  to  view,  on  every 
fide  of  the  fcaifold,  crying  out,  <c  Vive  la  repub- 
"  lique,  le  tiran  ny eft  plus;"  he  then  threw  it  down 
at  his  feet,  and  went  to  affift  his  matter  to  put 
the  body  into  a  long  bafket,  which  was  already 
bloody  with  the  gore  of  numerous  victims.  The 
ruffian  then  again  held  up  the  head  as  before, 
and  after  expofing  it  fome  little  time,  (landing 
a  few  paces  from  the  bafket,  tofTed  it  in  with  an 
air  of  difdain. 

Many  now  prefTed  round  to  dip  their  hand- 
kerchiefs in  the  King's  blood,  and  the  city  rc- 
founded  with  fhouts  of"  vive  la  republiquei"  nay, 

fo 
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fo  eager  were  fome  for  blood,  that  (I  blufti  to 
relate  it  J  thefon  of  an  eminently  rich  Yorklhire 
clothier  gave  to  a  Marfeillois  fifty  crown's,  to 
itain  his  handkerchief  in  that  of  the  murdered 
King. 

The  body  of  the  unfortunate  Louis  was  then- 
taken  to  the  church-yard  of  St.  Magdalen, 
where  it  was  put  into  a  hole  fifteen  feet  deep, 
amidft  a  large  quantity  of  quick-lime  ;  a  guard 
was  fetover  it  for  feveral  days,  that  (to  ufe  their 
own  expreffion,)  not  a  relique  of  royalty  might  be 
left. 


CHAP.    X. 

S  ant  err e  fends  a  letter  to  the  Convention^  announcing 
the  King's  death>  which  the  Prefident  declined 
reading  aloud.  — 'The  city  overwhelmed  with  for- 
row. — The  author  fends  an  account  of  the  King's. 
death  to  London. — Refolves  to  leave  France ,  and 
receives  a  pajjport  for  that  purpofe. — In  danger 
of  being  arrejled  as  a  fpy. — Makes  his  efcape 
from  Paris. — Paffes  feveral  garrifon  towns  by  ftra- 
tagemy  and  reaches  Brujfels. — Difficulty  of  pajftng 
the  Cordon,  and  the  method  he  took  to  avoid  Ant- 
werp, where  Dumourier  then  was. — Arrives  at 
Hoogjlraten. — Stops  for  refrefhment  at  Baal-Her- 

tog. 
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tog. — Reaches  Bois  le  Due. — Propofes  an  enter- 
prize  which  is  approved,  and  occajions  him  to  go 
to  the  Hague. — Returns  with  power  to  carry  bis 
plan  into  execution. 

Oanterre  difpatched  one  of  his  Aides-du- 
Camp  to  announce  to  the  Convention  the  death 
of  the  King,  as  foon  as  his  head  was  (truck  off; 
he  himfelf  (laid  to  fee  the  body  interred,  and 
then  rode  to  the  hall  of  the  Convention. 

The  letter  he  had  fent  by  his  Aid-du-Camp 
contained  fo  many  boafts  of  his  own  (hocking 
brutalities,  that  the  Prefident  refufed  to  read  it 
aloud,  and  contented  himfelf  by  announcing  the 
event  to  the  Convention.  The  whole  city  feem- 
ed  quite  melancholy  :  for  fome  days  hardly  any 
one  was  to  be  feen  in  the  fireets,  and  the  few 
that  (Hired  out,  wore  evident  marks  of  grief 
and  difmay  in  their  countenances.  On  the  night 
of  the  King's  death  I  went  into  feveral  of  the 
theatres  :  they  were  empty;  and  I  am  well  con- 
vinced that  nine-tenths,  not  only  of  the  people 
of  Paris,  but  of  all  France,  at  that  time  were 
dill  devoted  to  their  fovereign,  but  they  wanted 
a  leader  and  confidence  in  each  other,  to  enable 
them  to  prevent,  or  to  avenge  his  fall. 

Mr.  Ncwcomb,  before-mentioned,  who  had 
only  waited  in   Paris   to  fee  whether  the  Con- 
vention would  dare  to  put  their  threat  in  exe- 
cution, 
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cution,  remained  with  me  that  night  till  I  wrote 
an  account  of  the  mocking  bufinefs,  with  which 
he  and  his  fon  immediately  fet  off  for  London. 

The  following  evening,  the  theatres  ft  ill  con- 
tinuing empty,  the  traiterous  Orleans  hired  a 
mob  to  fill  them,  and  to  give  to  the  place  the 
air  of  chearfulnefs ;  but  all  was  in  vain ;  an 
evident  gloom  overfpread  the  once  gay  metro- 
polis; nor  was  it  till  feveral  days  had  elapfed 
that  joy  rc-appeared. 

Difgufted  to  the  higheft  degree  with  the  ex- 
ceffes  I  daily  WrtnefTed  in  a  country  to  which  I 
had  gone  merely  by  the  advice  of  my  friends, 
and  expecting  wTar  to  be  declared  by  my  own 
fovereign,  I  determined  to  join  the  allies.  I 
therefore  addrefTed  the  Convention,  telling  them 
that  my  circumftances  had  induced  me  to  offer 
them  my  fervices  when  they  were  at  peace  with, 
and  receiving  fuccours  from  my  country ;  but 
that  as  firmly  devoted  to  Britain  as  Frenchmen 
were  to  France,  and  perceiving  war  *  at  the  eve 

*  I  was  fo  far  right  in  my  prediction,  that  before  I  had  time 
to  leave  Paris,  the  Convention  declared  war,  (to  ufe  their  own 
words,)  "  Non  contre  le  fcuple  Anglais  et  Hollandois t  mais 
**  tontre  let  tirant  George  et  le  Statbouder."  Neverthelefs, 
fhey  commenced  by  waging  wa?  againft  the  people,  for  they 
immediately  laid  an  embargo  on  all  Britifh  veffels,  feized  all 
Britilh  property  in  France,  and  in  every  way  harrafled  and  im- 
£rifoned  fuck  of  his  Majefty's"  fubjetts  as  had  not  left  .the 
Gantry, 

H  of 
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of  breaking  out,  I  begged  they  would  grant  me 
a  pafTport,  that  I  might  hafte  to  my  pod. 

This  rcqueft  they  complied  with,  and  even 
fcemed  pleafed  with  my  boldnefs.  I  was,  not- 
withstanding, under  fome  apprehenfion  of  being 
arretted  as  foon  as  I  fhould  begin  my  journey, 
and  therefore  refolved  to  depart  unawares.  In 
the  mean  time  I  paid  vifits  to  all  my  friends, 
telling  them  that  I  fhould  leave  France  in  ten 
or  twelve  days. 

The  precautions  I  took  were  not  without 
reafon;  for  the  fame  day,  while  dining  at  the 
houfe  of  a  lady  where  it  was  known  I  part  all 
my  leifure  moments,  a  perfon  belonging  to  the 
Convention,  whofe  fole  ftudy  has  invariably 
been  to  do  good,  and  to  whofe  kind  offices  many 
fubjects  of  all  nations  owe  their  exiftence,  came 
in  difguife,  and  acquainted  me  that  I  was  de- 
nounced to  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  as 
a  fpy,  and  as  going  to  join  the  enemy,  by  Max- 
well*, Le  Brun,  and  my  landlord;  and  that  the 

order 

*  This  gentleman,  I  afterwards  learned,  was  the  Dr.  Max- 
well who  had  fled  from  Portland  Road,  on  account  of  fome 
improper  meetings  held  at  his  houfe.  1  firft  met  him  at  Pache's 
oince.  ^  He  attended  there  for'months,  offering  fome  rifle  bar- 
rels, which  he  brought  from  England,  and  foliciting  the  com- 
mand of  a  company  of  rifle- men.  He  had  been  protected  by 
Servan,  the  former  Minifter  of  War;  but  Servan  having  refu- 
ined  the  poll  of  General,  Maxwell's  intereft  was  at  an  end;  and 

the 
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order  for  my  arreftation  had  juft  been  ifllied. 
I  talked  of  furrendering  myfelf,  but  he  ftrong- 
ly  difluaded  me,  as  faction,  not  j  iftice,  then 
prevailed.  As  I  had  for  fome  days  been  pre- 
paring to  fet  off  from  that  lady's  houfe,  I  had 
removed  nearly  all  my  baggage  thither  piece- 
meal ;  and  had  ordered  my  valet,  who  remained 
at  home,  and  on  whofe  fidelity  I  could  depend, 
to  leave  fome  of  my  cloaths,  maps,  arms,  &c. 
in  confufion,  as  if  I  had,  as  ufual,  gone  out; 
and  to  fay  to  any  one  that  might  enquire  for 
me,  that  he  could  not  tell  when  I  mould  come 
in,  but  that  I  might  certainly  be  found,  as  was 
my  common  practice,  at  eleven  the  next  morn- 
ing. It  was,  however,  my  intention  to  have 
fet  out  that  night,  and  to  have  taken  him  with 
me. 

A  groom  whom,  from  not  fufficiently  know- 
ing, I  had  fufpedted  to  be  capable  of  betraying 
jne,  I  kept  conftantly  near  me  j  I  would  not  fuffer 
him  to  go  out  of  the  lady's  houfe ;  and  when  her 
fervant  had  prepared  her  cabriole,  with  which  I 
meant  to  efcape,  I  made  him  get  into  it,  and 
then  followed  myfelf.  I  drove  to  St.  Dennis ; 
where  I  told  the  Poft-Mafter  that  I  was  going 
upon  military  duty,  defiring  him  to  furnilh  me 

the  firft   Secretary  having  introduced  him  to  me  as  my  coun« 
try  men,  I  recommended  him,  arid  his  fervices  were  accepted« 

H  2  with 


iOO  tHE    LIFE    OF 

•with  horfes,  and  to  take  care  of  mine  until  I 
came  back;  with  which  requeft   he  complied, 
I  then  judged  it  proper  to  explain  myfelf  to  my 
fervant,  who  declared  himfelf  determined  to  fee 
me  fafe  over  the  frontiers,  or  to  die  by  my  fide. 
By  ftratagem  I  panned  Cambrai  and  Valen- 
ciennes.    Arriving  at  the  gates,  I  called  loudly 
for   the   officer  of  the  guard,  and  telling  him 
that  I   came  from  Paris  on  urgent  bufinefs,  I 
demanded,  in  great  feeming  hafle,  that  he  would 
give  me  one  of  his  guard  to  conduct  me  to  the 
Commandant's  houfe ;  and  leaping  out  of  my 
chaife,  directed  my  fervant  to  drive  to  the  poft, 
and  get  frelh  horfes  put  to  the  carriage  immedi- 
ately.    By  this  means  I  prevented  interrogation 
at  the  gates  j  and  when  we  came  to  the  Com- 
mandants, who  were  then  men  without  military 
knowledge  or  experience,  I  pretended  to  have 
been  ordered  to  join  the  army  of  the  North  by 
the  Convention,  and  to  inform  him  that  fome 
troops  of  the  line  were  on  march  to  join  Du- 
mourier,  whom  he  might  expect  in  his  garrifon 
in  a  few  days. 

A  plaufible  ftory  was  all  that  was  necefTary; 
and,  inftead  of  demanding  my  pafs,  I  was  only 
afked  queftions  about  the  death  of  the  King 
while  the  horfes  were  preparing. 

Thus  I  reached  Bruflells,  where  I  confidered 
myfelf  as  fafe,  having  fo  many  acquaintances  5 

but 
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but  the  greateft  difficulty  lay  in  palling  the  cor- 
don formed  by  the  army  :  I  therefore  applied  to 
Prince  Louis  d'Aremberg,  who  accompanied 
rne  to  the  quarters  of  General  Moreton,  then 
commanding  at  BrufTells. 

From  Moreton  I  folicited  a  paflport,  which 
Jie  readily  gave  me,  but  informed  me  at  the 
fame  time  that  his  pafs  was  but  of  little  ufe, 
for  that  an  Englifh  General,  to  whom  he  had  given 
one  fome  little  time  before,  had,  neverthelefs, 
been  detained  at  Oftend.  Upon  confulting  with 
D'Aremberg  it  was  refolved,  that  I  mould  pur- 
chafe  a  couple  of  horfes,  and  endeavour  to  go 
round  Antwerp,  as  Dumourier,  with  a  large 
body  of  his  army,  was  then  there  ,•  and  I  was 
well  known  to  that  General  and  moft  of  his 
officers. 

I  immediately  purchafed  the  horfes,  and  fet 
put  in  a  few  hours  from  my  arrival,  contriving 
to  reach  Antwerp  a  little  after  the  gates  were 
fhut.  This  precaution  was  neceflary,  to  furnifh 
me  a  pretext  for  flopping  in  the  village ;  for 
had  I  arrived  there  before  the  gates  were  lock- 
ed, I  muft  either  have  gone  in,  or  have  made 
myfelf  the  object  of  fufpicion,  by  remaining  at  a 
paltry  cabaret  when  I  might  have  been  elegantly 
accommodated  in  the  town.  To  have  reached  the 
gates  any  eonfiderable  time  after  their  being 
fhut  would  have  excited  as  much  fufpicion  as 
H  3  to 
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fo  have  flopped  in  the  village  while  the  town 
was  open :  I  was  therefore  obliged  to  calculate 
very  nicely,  and  to  affume  the  appearance  of 
having  rode  furiouily  to  reach  the  town  in  time. 
I  managed  this  manoeuvre  fo  fuccefsfully  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  fuburbs,  concluding  that 
I  was  in  as  great  haite  as  I  appeared  to  be,  of- 
ficioufly  called  to  me  as  I  pafTcd,  that  I  might 
moderate  my  fpeed,  for  that  I  was  too  late  to 
pafs  the  gates.  I  however  galloped  on, 
with  feeming  anxiety,  to  the  barrier,  which  I 
found  fhut.  This  was  what  I  wanted;  fo,  with 
apparent  disappointment,  I  returned  to  the 
fuburbs,  and  went  into  the  nrft  public-houfe  I 
faw. 

Here  I  ordered  refrefhment  for  my  horfes  and 
myfelf,  pretending  that  I  mu(t  be  ready  to  go 
into  the  town  as  foon  as  I  could  obtain  admif- 
fion;  but  having  during  the  evening  met  with  a 
perfon  who  had  formerly  ferved  ine,  and  in 
whom  I  could  place  confidence,  I  opened  my 
mind  to  him,  and  he  confented  to  be  my  guide 
round  the  town.  In  the  dead  of  night  there- 
fore, when  all  was  quiet,  I  again  mounted  my 
horfe,  and  fet  out,  accompanied  by  my  guide, 
who  conducted  me  fo  well,  that  before  day-light 
he  left  me  within  fight  of  my  direct  road. 

As  the  day  approached,  I  confulted  with  my 
feryant,  when  we  determined,  that  if  we  fell  in 

with 
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With  a  centinel  of  the  troops  of  the  line,  we 
fhould  endeavour  to  approach  and  {hoot  him; 
but  if  he  were  a  Garde  Nationale,  (whom  we 
knew  at  that  time  to  be  wholly  unacquainted 
with  the  bufinefs  of  fervice,  and  whom  we  could 
at  once  diftinguifh  from  the  (Iriking  difference 
of  the  uniform,)  that  I  mould  endeavour  to  get 
the  counteriign  from  him;  fortunately  the  firft 
we  encountered  was  a  Garde  Rationale.  He 
challenged  me;  I  anfwered  that  I  was  of  the 
General  Staff,  fent  to  vifit  the  ports,  and  to  ex- 
amine the  centinels,  fome  of  whom  had  fuffered 
Aultrian  fpies  to  pafs,  and  were  fuppofed  to 
have  forgot  the  counterfign.  He  replied  that  it 
was  not  him,  and  after  fome  altercation  gave  it 
to  me.  I  thereupon  pretended  great  fatisfaction, 
and  exprefhng  the  uneafinefs  it  would  have  given 
me,  to  have  been  obliged  to  have  ordered  fo 
fine  a  young  man  to  have  been  mot,  I  rode  on. 
Having  obtained  this,  I  had  no  difficulty  to  pafs 
another  centinel,  whom  I  foon  afterwards  met, 
and  early  in  the  forenoon,  found  myfclfin  the 
Dutch  village  of  Hoogftraat en>  which  lies  about 
half-way  between  Antwerp  and  Bois  le  Due ;  hi- 
ther I  learnt  the  enemies  parties  frequently  camCj 
even  before  the  declaration  of  war. 

My  flay  in  this  village  was  confequently  very 

fhort;  and  from  thence  I  went  toBaerle-Hertog, 
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but  even  here  I  was  told  I  was  by  no  means 
fafe.  However  both  my  horfes  and  my felf  being 
much  fatigued,  I  went  to  fleep  in  a  part  where 
I  thought  I  mould  not  be  readily  found:  my 
horfes  were  likewife  difpofed  of  fo  as  not  to  be 
eafily  come  at,  and  I  had  directed  my  fervant, 
in  cafe  of  alarm,  to  turn  them  adrift.  After  a 
few  hours  reft,  but  before  day-light,  I  again 
fet  forward,  and  without  any  interruption,  ar- 
rived at  Bois  le  Due  the  fame  forenoon. 

The  whole  appearance  of  this  place  indicated 
nothing  but  the  profoundeft  peace;  the  Gover- 
nor, the  reigning  Prince  of  HefTe  Phillipfthal, 
and  the  Commandant,  Major  General  Douglas, 
feemed  unconfeious  of  the  prefence  of  war.  Ths 
French  army,  which  under  Dumourier  had  inva- 
ded the  empire,  had  juft  been  defeated  near  Aix 
la  Chapelle,  by  Saxe  Coburgh,  and  the  Duke, 
Frederic  of  Brunfwick,  the  former  of  whom 
purfued  the  flying  army  into  the  country,  be- 
tween Maeflricht  and  Leige,  while  the  latter  with 
his  ufual  promptnefs,  marched  immediately 
from  Aix  into  Holland  by  the  way  of  the  Rure, 
and  was  then  advancing  towards  Bois  le  Due,  to 
prevent  it  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  an  event  which  the  garrifon  did  not 
feem  to  apprehend,  though  they  were  not  pre- 
pared to  refirt,  and  though  a  large  army  of  the 

French 
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French  under  General  Maflfena,  lay  at  Ant- 
werp, and  were  already  preparing  to  attack 
Williamitadt  and  Breda. 

This  was  not  a  time  for  a  man  of  any  activity 
to  be  idle.  I  had  not  palled  the  French  lines 
without  making  fome  obfervations  on  their  po- 
rtions. I  therefore  immediately  propofed  an 
enterprize,  which  was  highly  approved  by  the 
Governor  and  Commandant  of  Bois  le  Due,  I 
was  indeed  received  and  attended  to  by  them 
with  the  utmoft  refpedt,  as  the  Hereditary 
Prince  of  Hejfe  Phillipfthal,  fon  to  the  Governor, 
had  ferved  in  Ruflia,  and  had  conceived  a  high 
regard  for  me,  and  a  favourable  opinion  of  my 
r.alent  as  a  foldier. 

This  enterprife  which  was  deemed  practica- 
ble by  all  the  military  men  of  experience,  was 
to  furprife  one  of  the  enemy's  Generals,  ancl 
carry  him  off  from  his  quarters,  a  bufinefs 
which  only  wanted  a  fmall  fhare  of  refolution 
and  fome  ingenuity;  for  that  General,  at  that 
period,  expofed  himfelf  to  fuch  an  accident,  by- 
placing  his  quarters  in  a  fituation  totally  de- 
tatched  from  his  army,  and  having  no  other 
guard  than  a  few  orderly  commiilioned,  and 
non-commiflioned  officers. 

The  Governor  and  Commandant  not  having 
the  power  to  carry  my  propofal  into  effect, 
neverthelefs  judged  it  proper  to  lay  it  before  tne 

Stadtholder, 
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Stadtholder.  This  delay  though  probably  fhort 
was  too  much  for  my  impatience,  and  I  was  on 
the  eve  of  fetting  out  to  join  the  Duke  Frederic 
of  Brunfwick,  when  I  received  a  letter  directing 
me  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  Hague. 

I  accordingly  fet  off  without  delay,  and  had 
an  interview  with  the  Stadtholder,  and  fome  of 
his  Generals,  who  finding  my  plan  practicable, 
gave  me  an  order  to  the  Prince  of  HefTe  Phil- 
lipfthal,  instructing  him  to  give  me  from  the 
Cavalry,  in  the  garrifon  of  Bois  le  Duct  fuch  a 
detatchment  as  I  might  judge  neceflary. 


CHAP.  XL 

Change  in  the  operations  of  the  French,  zvhicb  defeats 
the  author's  plan. — He  goes  to  cut  off  fome  forage 
belonging  to  the  French,  in  the  vicinity  of  Alpben. 
— Perfectly  fucceeds. — Employs  a  bold  ftratagem 
to  reconnoitre  Breda. — Finds  the  Duke  Frederic 
of  Brunfwick  j uft  leaving  Bois  le  Due ,  and  fdlozvt 
him  to  the  village  of  Oofterzvyk. — Without  time  to 
reft  or  take  refrejhment,  difpatched  to  Saxe  Co- 
bourgh. — Is  prcfent  at  the  memorable  battle  of  St. 
Tronde,  zvhicb  lajled  three  days. — The  defperate 
taking  ofOoftmaaL — Account  of  the  battle,  ziith  an 
anecdote  of  the  Arch  Duke. — Returns  to  the  Duke 

of 
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ef  Brunfwick,  after  a  mofl  extraordinary  journey  of 
fatigue  and  danger. — Without  flopping  proceeds  to 
the  Hague,  and  gives  a  defcription  of  the  battle  to 
the  Stadtholder. 

.During  my  abfencc  from  that  city,  the 
French  had  invefted  Williamjladt.  Breda  had 
furrendered  to  them  without  a  blow,  and  the 
Duke  Frederic  of  Brunfwick,  at  the  head  of  a 
fmall  Pruflian  army,  had  already  reached  Bois 
le  Due.  The  approach  of  this  Prince,  induced 
the  French  to  be  fomewhat  more  circumfpect, 
and  to  make  a  retrograde  movement;  by  this 
change  of  affairs,  my  plan  neceffarily  fell  to  the 
ground.  Neverthelefs,  I  had  no  fooner  ex- 
plained myfelf,  with  the  illufrrious  Pruflian 
General,  whom  I  found  in  the  houfe  of  the  Prince 
of  HcfTe  Phillipfthall,  than  he  difpatched  me  at 
the  head  of  a  detatchment  of  huzzars,  to  pene- 
trate as  far  into  the  country  as  I  could,  and  to 
prevent,  if  poflible,  the  tranfport  of  fome  forage, 
which  the  French  had  collected  near  Alphen, 
into  Breda. 

I  left  Bois  le  Due,  with  my  detatchment,  on 
the  night  of  the  13th  of  March  1793,  directing 
myfelf  upon  Tilbourgh,  a  Dutch  village, 
where,  though  only  three  leagues  from  the  gar- 
rifon  I  had  left,  I  found  the  tri-coloured 
cockade  difplayed.     I  collected  the  magifirates, 

and 
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and  ordered  them  topublifh  immediately  through 
the  town,  that  wherever  I  found  the  cockade  of 
the  French,  in  one  hour  from  that  moment,  I 
would  treat  it  as  an  enemy. 

I  here  learnt  that  the  French  General,  com- 
manding in  Breda,  had  fent  out  detatchments 
into  the  country,  towards  Hoogftraaten,  to  force 
the  farmers  to  fend  all  their  waggons  during  that 
night  to  Baerle-Hertog,  for  the  purpofe  of  tranf-» 
porting,  on  the  following  day,  the  forage  they 
had  been  able  to  collect  into  the  garrifon.  This 
appeared  a  meafure  of  too  great  importance  to 
be  overlooked  :  notwithstanding  therefore  there 
was  much  to  rifque,  by  penetrating  fo  far  into 
the  country,  ftill  the  object  was  worthy  an  at- 
tempt, even  though  I  was  forced  to  pafs  the 
garrifon  of  Breda,  and  confequently  expofe  my- 
felf  to  the  danger  of  being  cut  off.  After  having 
dctatched  an  officer,  with  fome  huzars  to  Kaam 
to  deftroy  fome  forage  I  could  not  carry  off,  I 
marched  by  Rett  to  Alphen,  a  league  from  Baerle- 
Hertog.  Here  I  lay  upon  my  arms,  till  about 
two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  watching  the  vil- 
lage, leaft  intelligence  of  my  approach  fhould 
go  to  the  enemy  j  leaving  an  officer  and  fome 
huzars  to  occupy  Afphen.  I  then  proceeded  to 
Baerle-Hertog,  where  I  knew  the  Comminaries. 
had  di  reded  the  waggons  and  carts  to  afTemble 
the  preceeding  night.    I  reached   that  village 
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early  in  the  morning,  which  I  entered  full  fpeed 
in  almoft  every  direction. 

The  effects  of  this  well  concerted  furprize 
were  fuch  as  I  expedted;  the  CommifTaries  and 
their  guard  fled  with  the  greateft  precipitation 
towards  Breda%  infomuch  that  I  was  only  able  to 
take  two  prifoners  of  the  huzars  de  la  liberie. 
I  however  prevented  the  waggons  from  putting 
in  execution  the  buiinefs  for  which  the  French 
had  collected  them;  and  after  cutting  down  the 
Bonnet  Rouge  planted  by  the  regicides,  I  began 
my  retreat  in  the  forenoon  of  the  15th  of  March 
towards  Bois  le  Due.  When  I  left  Tirlebourgb 
on  the  14th,  I  had  difpatched  a  meffenger  to 
the  Due  Frederic,  acquainting  him  that  I  found 
it  neceffary  to  go  on  to  Alphen  that  day,  and 
might  perhaps  be  obliged  to  go  on  Mill  further ; 
I  therefore  folicited  his  Serene  Highnefs  to  fend 
out  a  detatchment  of  infantry  to  fecure  my  re- 
treat, otherwife  my  return  would  become  prob- 
lematic. I  delayed  no  time  in  regaining  the 
village  of  Alphen,  where  I  found  the  detatch- 
ment I  left  there  forming  en  baltaille,  in  confe- 
quence  offome  of  the  enemy's  fcouts  having  ap- 
peared at  a  diftance. 

After  having  reconnoitred  the  country  and 
given  fome  refrefhment  to  my  huzars,  I  con- 
tinued my  march  under  fome  anxiety,  ufing 
ey^ry  precaution   to  prevent  furprife   by   the 
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enemy,  who  I  was  confident  muft  have  learnt 
the  nature  of  my  expedition,  and  the  fmalinefs 
of  my  force,  and  would  probably  attempt  to  cut 
off  my  retreat.  I  had  not  however  proceeded 
far  on  my  route,  when  I  was  met  by  a  meffen- 
ger,  whom  the  Duke  Frederic  had  fent  to  re- 
call me,  and  to  inform  me  that  that  very  morn- 
ing, the  firft  column  of  his  army  had  left  Bois 
Ic  Due,  and  part  of  it  would  that  evening  reach 
Tilbourgb,  whether  I  was  directed  to  repair, 
and  where  my  detatchment  was  to  return  under 
the  command  of  its  proper  officers,  after  which 
I  was  myfelf  to  join  his  Serene  Highnefs. 

This  cheering  intelligence  removed  all  ap- 
prehensions of  danger,  and  in  the  evening  I 
reached  T'ilbourgb  without  having  met  with  any 
oppofition,  there  I  found  the  officer  who  I  had 
detatched  to  Kaam,  and  who  had  executed  the 
purpofe  of  his  million.  Here,  in  confequence  of 
the  Duke's  order,  I  gave  up  my  charge;  but  in- 
ftcad  of  going  immediately  to  Bois  le  Due,  I 
conceived  the  idea  of  reconnoitring  the  polls 
occupied  by  the  French  in  the  environs  of 
Breda.  To  effect  this  purpofe,  when  midnight 
had  fcarcely  yielded  to  the  morning  of  the  16th 
of  March  1793,  taking  with  me  a  non-commif- 
lioned  officer  and  a  trumpet,  on  my  own  authority, 
I  fet  out  to  fummons  Breda,  about  four  or  five 
leagues  diftant.  I  well  knew  that  garrifon  could 

be 
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be  no  Grangers  to  the  advance  of  the  Pruflian 
army,  a  circumftance  which  would  give  an  air 
of  truth  to  the  Rufe  de  Guerre  I  meant  to  play 
upon  them. 

At  day-light  I  approached  the  garrifon,  and 
fummoned  it  to  furrenderto  the  Duke  Frederic 
of  Brunfwick,  for  the  King  of  Pruflia  with  the 
ufual  formalities.  My  fummons  of  courfe  was 
but  little  attended  to,  but  I  had  obtained  all  I 
wanted,  a  knowledge  of  the  out-pofts  held  by 
the  enemy.  It  was  now  about  feven  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  and  I  returned  to  B$is  le  Due  fo 
much  fatigued,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  I 
could  lit  my  horfe.  I  there  found  the  Duke 
preparing  to  follow  his  fecond  column  to  the 
village  of  Oojierwyk  about  a  league  diftant,  which 
he  had  appointed  for  his  head-quarters.  I  re- 
ported to  his  Serene  Highnefs  the  fuccefs  of  my 
expedition;  he  was  but  juft  fetting  off,  and  de- 
iired  that  I  would  dine  with  him  at  his  new 
quarters. 

This  invitation  was  a  command  which  I  could 
not  evade.  I  therefore  haftened  to  my  apart- 
ments to  change  my  drefs,  which  I  had  not  been 
able  to  do  for  three  days  before ;  but  my  horfes 
were  no  longer  able  to  carry  me,  and  my  fer- 
vants  were  fo  much  fatigued,  that  I  found  they 
could  not  follow  :  I  therefore  borrowed  a  groom 
belonging  to  the  Chevalier  d'Antras>  formerly  a 
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page  to  the  pre  fen  t  King  of  France;  for  him  I 
alfo  borrowed  a  horfe ;  and   I   myfelf  mounted 
one  which  the  Prince   Frederic   of  BrunfwicK 
had  lent  me  fome  time  before,  and  then  follow- 
ed the  Duke  Frederic  to  Oojierwyk.     I  found  his 
Serene  Highnefs  about  to  fit  down  to  table,"  he 
placed  me  by  him,  and  then  informed  me  that,  du- 
ring my  abfence,  he  had  received  different  letters: 
from  Prince  Saxe  Gobourgh,  who,  with  the  Au~ 
ftrian  army,  lay  then  between  Maeftrich  and  St. 
Tronde^nd  Which  rendered  it  indifpenfiblynecef- 
iary  for  him  to  fend  to  that  Prince.  His  S.  H.  fur- 
ther obferved,  that,  as  I  had  been  for  fome  time  iA 
that  country,  and  knew  better  than  any  of  his 
officers  could  do  the  exact  fituation  of  the  ene- 
my, the  Britifh,  the  Dutch,  and  his  own  army, 
that  he  had  a  defire  to  fertd  me,  though  he  had 
felt  much  regret  at  impofing  a  tafkon  me  whicK 
could  not  but  be  irkfome  to  one  who  had  been 
on  horfeback    fince  the   night  of  the  12th.     I 
told  his  S.  H.  that  on  the  day  of  fervice  neither 
fatigue  or  danger  were  confederations  with  a' 
Briton,  and  that  he  would  always  find  me  ready 
to  execute  whatever  he   could  command.     To 
thofe  who  knew  the  gallant  and  amiable  Duke^ 
it  is  unnccefTary  to  defcribe  the  effect  which  my 
anfwcr  had  upon  him  ;  and  to  thofe  who  have 
not  the  happinefs  to  know  him  it  is   a   matter 
of  little  import.     I  will  therefore  only  fay,  that 
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before  his  S.  H.  rofe  from  table,  I  was  dif- 
patched,  attended  by  a  huzar  and  the  groom  of 
d'  Antras.  I  took  peafants  horfes  and  a  guide, 
from  village  to  village,  making  a  ftraight  line 
upon  St.  Tronde.  Arriving  at  Heftell  on  the 
night  of  the  17th  of  March,  I  learnt  that  Saxe 
Coburg  was  near  St.  Trondey  and  that  Dumourier 
in  three  numerous  columns  commanded  by  him- 
felf,  Valence  and  Miranda  were  preparing  to 
attack  him,  the  fituation  of  the  Auftrians  was 
defcribed  to  me  as  extremely  critical;  their 
numbers  far  inferior  to  that  of  the  enemy,  much 
fatigued  by  harrafling  marches  and  almoft  with- 
out cannon;  in  fhort,  it  was  the  general  opinion 
that  they  would  be  defeated, 

Asfoonas  the  Mayor  of  Hejlell  could  procure 
me  horfes  and  a  guide,  I  continued  my  march 
on  the  poft  road  to  *S7.  Tronde.  As  I  approached 
that  town,  (very  early  on  the  18th  of  March,} 
I  heard  very  diftinftly  a  heavy  cannonade,  and 
I  met  part  of  the  Auftrian  baggage  coming  away 
in  fome  diforder.  I  found  the  town  in  the  ut- 
mod  confulion,  full  of  carriages,  fome  driving 
off  as  faft  as  they  could,  and  others  waiting  for 
horfes ;  I  then  found  that  the  two  armies  were 
ferioufly  engaged,  and  the  defeat  of  the  Auftri- 
ans from  the  great  difparity  of  numbers  was 
deemed  unavoidable.  With  the  afliftance  ofthe 
magiftrates,  I  procured  frefh  horfes  and  a  pof- 
I  tilliofc 
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tillion  for  a  guide,  and  then  went  forth  to  look 
for  Sixe  Coburg  in  the  field  of  action. 

Being  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  poiition 
of  the  armies,   I  left  it  to  my  guide  to  conduct 
mc,     which  he  did,    until,    to  my  furprife,    I 
found  myfelf  in  the  rear  of  a  French  column. 
In  fuch  a  position,  there  was  little  time  for  re- 
flection, and   I  determined  inftantly  to  pafs  be- 
tween this  and  another  column,  which  I  per- 
ceived at  fome  diftance  on  the  right ;  the  enter- 
prize   feemed   fraught  with  danger,  but  it   was 
authorifed  by  ncceflity,   as  I  could  not  tell  whe- 
ther there  was  not  another  French  column  to 
the  left:  in  fhort  it  feemed  to  me,  that  the  moll 
certain  and  evidently  the   fhortefr.  road  to  the 
Auftrian  army,  was  through  the  French  columns; 
this   plan    I   adopted;    I   therefore  directed  my 
guide  to  look  to  his  own  fafety:  and  telling  the 
fcrvant  of  d' Antra s  that  it  was  not  his  buiinefs 
to  die,   I  advifed  him  to  accompany  the  guide, 
(my  huzar   I   had  already  difpatched  the  night 
before,  towards  Diefl>)  but  this  intrepid  boy  re- 
fufed  to  leave  me.     We  then  rode  on  at  an  eafy 
pace,  until  we  were  on  a  line  with  the  head  of 
the  columns  mod  advanced.   I  could  then  per- 
ceive fome  part  of  the  Auflrians  at  a  diftance  oh 
my  right  front,  and  nearer  and  almoft  directly 
before  me  a  body   of  cavalry  ;  to   thofe  then  I 
fled  with  all  the  fpeed  the  wretched  horfe  on 

which 


MAJOR     SEMPLE     LISlE.  I15 

which  I  was  mounted  was  capable  of.  In  the 
buftle  of  action,  I  was  not  perceived  by  the 
French,  but  as  I  approached  the  front  of  the 
Auflrians,  an  officer  rode  up  to  examine  me, 
and  a  very  few  paces  behind  him,-  I  perceived 
on  foot,  coming  towards  me,  the  gallant  young 
Prince  of  IVirtemberg,  who  commanded  that 
body  of  troops.  I  acquainted  his  S.  H.  that  I 
was  charged  with  a  letter  for  Saxe  Coburg, 
from  the  D.  of  B.  and  begged  he  would  inform, 
me,  in  what  part  of  the  battle  I  fhould  find  him; 
he  allured  me  it  was  impoflible  to  determine 
where  he  might  be  found,  but  to  render  it  more 
eafy  for  me,  and  to  prevent  me  from  falling  into 
any  of  the  politions  occupied  by  the  French,  he 
fen t  an  orderly  officer  with  me.  Between  ten 
and  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  18th, 
I  found  Saxe  Coburg  at  the  head  of  one  of  his 
columns ;  after  being  announced  in  the  brief 
manner  of  the  field,  I  prefented  to  him  my  let- 
ter, which  he  immediately  read;  and  after  afk- 
ing  me  a  few  queftions,  begged  1  would  attend 
the  event  of  the  day,  that  at  night  he  hoped  to 
have  more  time  to  fpeak  to  me.  I  of  courfe 
joined  the  croud  of  officers,  by  whom  he  was 
furrounded,  and  from  them  I  learnt  that  Colo- 
nel (then  Captain)  Crawfurd,  Aid-du-Camp  to 
his  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  York,  had  arrived  before 
me,  and  was  ftill  there;  indeed  I  perceived  him 
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at  a  little  diftance.  Having  a  letter  of  recom- 
mendation from  the  Duke  Frederic,  for  General 
(then  Colonel)  Mack,  I  neceffarily  enquired  for 
him;  and  on  being  told  that  indifpofition  had 
forced  him  to  go  to  a  fhort  diftance  in  the  rear, 
where  he  was  laying  upon  fome  ftraw,  I  inti- 
mated a  defire  to  go  to  him;  and  an  officer  of  the 
Prince's  fuite  offered  his  fervices  to  conduct 
me.  I  found  this  eminently  diftinguifhed  officer 
extremely  ill,  neverthelefs  he  quitted  his  ftraw, 
and  remounting  his  horfe,  accompanied  me  back 
to  Saxe  Coburg.  After  a  fhort  converfation 
with  his  Highnefs,  partly  on  the  fubject  of  the 
letter,  which  I  had  juft  delivered  to  Colonel 
Mack,  the  Colonel  had  the  goodnefs  to  propofe- 
to  defcribe  to  me  the  order  of  battle.  We  rode 
towards  a  height  occupied  by  Imperial  troops, 
from  whence  I  could  diftinclly  fee  the  heads  of 
the  enemies  columns,  and  the  various  pofts  they 
held.  I  vifited  different  parts  of  the  pofltion  of 
the  Auftrians,  and  was  filled  with  admiration, 
at  the  determined  countenance  which  that  hand- 
ful of  men,  though  almoft  exhaufted  by  excef- 
live  fatigue,  and  labouring  under  every  incon- 
venience to  which  a  foldier  can  be  expofed, 
mewed  to  an  enemy,  each  of  whofe  columns 
was  nearly  equal  to  their  whole  force,  and  whofe 
front  feemed  covered  with  well  ferved  artillery. 
The  battle  about  this  time,  (the  noon  of  the 
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1 8th  of  March,)  became  very  active  in  fome 
parts;  we  rejoined  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
who  was  then  at  the  head  of  a  column,  that  bore 
at  lean:  its  fhare  in  the  fervice  of  that  memorable 
day.  As  I  had  not  then  been  prefented  to  the 
Archduke,  whom  juft  then  Colonel  Mack  per- 
ceived to  have  quitted  his  horfe,  and  to  be  walk- 
ing at  a  little  diftance  from  us,  apparently  to 
warm  himfelf,  he  propofed  to  me  to  alight  and 
he  would  prefent  me.  I  difmounted  immedi- 
ately, and  we  walked  towards  his  R.  H.  to  whom 
the  Colonel  prefented  me,  as  a  man  recom- 
mended by  the  Duke  F.  of  Brunfwick.  Some 
cannon  fhot  at  that  moment  finking  the  ground 
very  near  us,  this  gallant  Prince  addrefling  him- 
felf to  me,  faid,  "  This  is  a  rude  drawing-room, 
"  Major." 

A  fort  of  paufe  in  this  part  of  the  battle  pre- 
fently  took  place,  which  induced  Saxe  Coburg 
himfelf  to  difmount  and  join  us  for  a  few  mo- 
ments. One  of  the  Archduke's  fervants  then 
produced  a  fmall  quantity  of  bread  and  cold 
meat,  with  a  iingle  bottle  of  wine,  which  he 
laid  upon  a  napkin  fpread  on  the  ground ;  ha- 
ving haftily  partaken  of  this  military  repaft,  we  re- 
mounted our  horfes.  I  then  learnt  that  Captain 
Crawfurd  had  left  the  field,  immediately  after 
my  arrival,  in  the  forenoon,  and  was  gone  back 
to  his  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  York,  then  with  the 
I  3  Hereditary 
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Hereditary  Prince  of  Orange,  at  Dortrecbtt  where 
the  Britifh  and  Dutch  guards  lay. 

The  battle  Hill  continued  doubtful,  alter- 
nately  raging  and  flackening  in  the  different 
pofitions.  The  village  of  Orfmacl  had  for  fome 
time  been  occupied  by  the  enemy.  Saxe  Co- 
burg  now  determined  to  force  it,  and  a  body 
of  troops  was  fcledted  for  that  purpofc  ;  I  was 
ftill  mounted  on  the  miferable  port- horfe,  which 
had  brought  me  to  the  field,  neverthelefs  anxi- 
ous to  (hare  in  the  daring  entcrprize  about  to 
be  put  in  execution,  I  folicited  leave  to  accom- 
pany the  dragoons,  and  that  a  horfe  might  be 
furnifhed  me;  but  no  horfe  was  at  hand,  and 
there  was  no  time  for  delay,  I  therefore  rode  on 
mounted  as  I  was. 

The  affair  though  very  fhort  was  inconceiv- 
ably defperate.  Our  way  to  the  village,  was  the 
high  road  from  St.  Tronde,  to  Tirlemont,  (en- 
clofed  by  trees  and  a  deep  ditch  on  each  fide.) 
The  enemy  had  planted  fevcral  pieces  of  cannon 
to  defend  the  entrance,  and  kept  up  a  very  heavy 
fire  along  the  avenue;  we  however  advanced  un- 
difmayed,  though  nearly  every  horfe  of  the  firft 
fquadron  was  either  killed  or  difabled  by  an 
unuafually  furious  difcharge  of  artillery.  There 
was  no  flopping,  and  thofe  who  weredifmount- 
ed,  were  forced  to  move  forward  on  foot,  to 
avoid  being  rode  over;  for  fuch  was  the  confu- 
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fion,  owing  to  the  inc'eflant  firing  and  fmckc, 
which  the  clofenefs  of  the  trees  and  drizly  wea- 
ther would  not  fuffer  to  afcend,  that  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  diftinguifh  any  object.  For  my  own 
parr,  my  poor  poft-horfe  having  literally  been 
blown  from  under  me,  I  ruined  forward  with 
the  croud,  unable  to  know  where  I  was,  until 
I  actually  run  againfi:  a  cannon,  which  had  bee*n 
overfet,  and  which  the  thicknefs  of  the  fmoke 
hindered  me  from  perceiving,   till  I  touched  it. 

The  French  being  drove  from  this  village, 
and  fome  other  pofitions  they  occupied,  and 
being  overthrown  in  another  quarter,  by  Ge- 
neral Glair  fa  it,  declined  engaging  further,  and 
retired  to  the  pofition  they  had  left. 

Thus  the  bufincfs  of  that  day  clofed,  juft 
before  fun-fct,  in  a  manner  highly  honourable 
to  the  Imperial  troops.  The  approach  of  night 
and  the  fuperior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  pre- 
venting Saxc  Coburg  from  attempting  to  pur- 
fue.  His  army  remained  on  the  field  of  battle 
underarms,  himfelf  and  the  General  Staff  re- 
tiring to  their  quarters,  at  the  villages  of  Lan- 
den  and  Neerwindcn. 

No  fooner  had  the  dawn  of  day  appeared  on 
the  19th,  than  the  French  columns  were  per- 
ceived in  order  of  battle;  the  action  confequent- 
ly  recommenced,  and  continued  during  that 
whole  day  with  much  obftinacy  and  various  fuc- 
I  4  cefs. 
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cefs.  The  cool  and  determined  bravery  of  the 
Auflrians  however  prevailed  over  the  rude  num- 
bers and  impetuofity  of  the  French;  about  four 
or  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  they  gave  way, 
and  were  purfued  to  Tirlemont,  but  night  com- 
ing on,  prevented  them  from  being  further  an- 
noyed. By  this  compleat  victory,  fo  truly  glo- 
rious to  Auftria,  Holland,  was  for  that  vear, 
j 

(1793)   refcued   from  the  deftruclive  fraternal 
hug  of  the  Conventionalifts. 

1  cannot  avoid  relating  an  anecdote  of  the 
brave  Archduke,  which  will  fhew  more  than 
any  defcription  I  can  give,  the  neceflity  in  which 
the  Auftrian  army  were  for  bread.  Riding  over 
the  field  of  battle,  his  Royal  Highnefs  obferved 
a  fine  dreffed  Frenchman  laying  dead;  the  un- 
ufual  fmartnefs  of  the  dead  man's  appearance, 
firft  attracted  his  notice ;  but  perceiving  a  black 
loaf  In  his  havrefacy  he  inltantly  alighted,  and 
feizing  the  valuable  prize,  he  exclaimed,  "  That 
"  gentleman  did  not  fuppofe  he  was  carrying 
<c  this  loaf  for  me." 

The  defeat  of  the  enemy  being  perfectly  af- 
certained,  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
Saxe  Coburg  ordered  a  feu  de  joye  the  whole 
extent  of  his  front.  The  army  as  the  night  be- 
fore remained  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  Saxe 
Coburg,  the  Archduke,  and  the  Staff,  retiree] 
again  to  the  villages  of  Neerwinden  and  Landen ; 

to 
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to  the  latter  I  accompanied  Saxe  Coburg,  we 
reached  his  quarters  about  ten  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  and  while  ibme  refrefhment  was  pre- 
paring I  received  my  letters  from  the  Duke 
Frederic  of  Brunfwic,  and  his  Serene  High- 
nefs  the  Stadtholder ;  I  then  fupped  with  the 
Field  Marfhal,  and  at  midnight  on  the  19th, 
almoft  unable  to  carry  my  own  weight,  fet  off 
on  my  return  to  the  village  of  Oojlerwyky  where 
I  had  left  the  PruMian  head-quarters. 

I  had  now  pafTed  eight  days  almoft  continu- 
ally on  horfe-back,  and  without  once  having 
had  time  to  undrefs :  the  ftate  I  was  in  can  be 
conceived  much  better  than  related;  but  my 
zeal  for  the  good  of  the  fervice,  and  my  anx- 
iety to  carry  the  firft  intelligence  of  this  fo 
efTential  victory  to  the  Duke  Frederic,  and  to 
the  Hague,  enabled  me  to  fuftain  the  fatigue 
of  the  journey.  I  took  the  fame  road  back, 
by  which  I  had  come  to  the  Auftrian  army ; 
and  after  much  trouble  to  obtain  horfes,  I 
reached  Oojierwyk  about  ten  o'clock,  on  the 
night  of  the  20th.  I  found  Duke  Frederic  ii\ 
his  bed-room,  ftanding  and  converling  with 
Captain,  now  Colonel  Crawfurd,  who  had  but 
a  few  moments  before  me  arrived  there,  and 
who  had  acquainted  his  S.  H.  with  the  dan- 
gerous fituation  in  which  he  left  the  Imperial 
army  on  the  18th. 

I  de- 
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I  detailed  the  circumftances  of  the  victory  to 
his  S.  H.  and  then  obtained  his  permiffion  to 
continue  my  journey  to  the  Stadtholder  at  the 
Hague.  I  was  by  this  time  almoft  unable  t( 
move,  I  could  no  longer  ftand  ftraight,  and.il 
had  become  neceflary  for  me  to  be  lifted  off 
and  on  my  horfe  ;  while  wc  were  taking  fome 
refrcfhment  in  the  Duke  Frederic's  anti-cham- 
ber, horfes  were  preparing  for  me,  but  Colonel 
Crawfurd,  who  was  going  to  the  Duke  of  York 
at  Dortrecht,  confequently  a  confiderable  part 
of  my  road,  and  who  had  a  cart  and  fir  aw  y  very 
politely  offered  me  a  place  in  his  equipage;  I 
accepted  it,  for  even  fuch  a  conveyance  was  an 
indulgence  to  me,  and  we  inftantly  departed. 

We  went  through  Bois  le  Due,  the  gates  of 
that  town  having  been  opened  to  let  us  in,  I 
fuppofe  about  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
we  drove  immediately  to  a  houfe  where  a  car- 
riage had  been  previoufly  ordered  for  Colonel 
Crawfurd;  and  though  in  this  town  I  had  ap- 
partments,  my  fervants,  and  my  horfes,  I  did 
not  go  near  them,  but  contented  myfelf,  while 
the  chaife  was  preparing,  to  write  a  line,  which 
I  delivered  to  the  ftable-kecper  for  General 
Douglas  the  Commandant,  announcing  to  him 
the  victory  gained  by  the  Auftrians.  The  in- 
itant  the  chaife  was  ready  we  continued  our 
rout;  when   near  the  pafTnge  to  the  ifland  of 

Dortrecht) 
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Dvrtrecht,  I  par  led  with  Colonel  Crawfurd,  and 
continued  my  journey  to  the  Hague,  where  I 
arrived  about  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  2  2d.  I  went  immediately  to  Major  General 
Bentinck,  Aide-de-camp  to  his  S.  H.  the  Stadt- 
holder,  and  with  him  to  the  palace.  The  Prince 
was  informed  of  our  arrival,  and  immediately 
rofe  to  receive  us.  After  giving  his  S.  H.  an 
accurate  defcription  of  the  battle,  I  was  per- 
mitted to  retire  to  a  hotel,  and  to  reft. 


CHAP.   XII. 

The  author  fent  for  io  court  next  morning,  and  for- 
ced to  go  dirty  as  he  came  from  his  journey. — 
Returns  to  Duke  F.  of  Brunfwic — Capitulation  of 
Breda. — Saxe  Coburg's  great  aclions. — Thofe  ex- 
cite fufpicions  in  the  Convention ,  who  fent  to  re- 
call Dumourier. — Dumourier  fends  the  Com- 
mifjiarieSy  and  his  intended  fucccjfor,  Bournonvile, 
prif oners  to  Saxe  Coburg. — The  author  -arrives  at 
Saxe  Coburg's  head-quarters. — Dumourier  deferts 
with  fever al  others. — The  author  returns  to  Duke 
F.  of  Brunfwic  at  Bois  le  Due. — Finds  the 
Duke  indifpofed. —  Receives  a  mojl  extraordinary 
and  honourable  commiffion  in  the  Dutch  fervicc 
at  the  Hague. — Returns  to  Bois  le  Due  and 
■prepares  to   take  the  field. — Is  fent  on  political 

bufinefs 
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bufirttfs  to  Brujfells. — Is  induced  to  leave  that 
army,  and  go  to  the  army  of  the  Upper  Rhine. — 
Situation  of  the  army,  and  Characters  of  the  Gene- 
rals.— The  King  of  Pruffia  leaves  the  field. — The 
reigning  Duke  of  Brunfwic  fucceeds  him. — The 
author's  diflreffcd  fit  ut  at  ion. — Retires  to  a  f mall 
town  in  the  interior. 

-De fore  I  went  to  bed  I  had  purified  myfelf 
as  well  as  I  was  abJ.e  from  the  inconveniences 
natural  to  my  almoft  incredible  exertions ;  I 
had  in  fact  neither  enjoyed  the  comfort  of  a 
bed,  a  change  of  linen,  nor  a  razor,  for  a  week, 
during  which  I  was  hardly  an  hour  out  of  my 
faddle.  Once  laid  down  I  had  refolved  to  recruit 
my  ftrength  with  fleep,  and  had  given  orders 
that  I  mould  not  be  difturbed  ;  about  eleven, 
however,  a  melTage  came  from  the  Court,  com- 
manding my  attendance  there,  and  inviting  me 
to  dinner;  though  fcarcely  able  to  crawl,  I 
obeyed  this  honourable  fummons,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  drefs  myfelf,  but  perhaps  in  fuch  a 
fafhion  as  never  before  appeared  at  that  Court  ; 
I  had  only  an  old  blue  jacket  and  pantaloons, 
which,  fullied  with  the  dirt  I  had  collected  in 
nine  days,  were  proof  againft  every  effort  of 
a  brufh,  and  I  was  forced  to  borrow  a  fhirt  of 
the  perfon  who  kept  the  hotel ;  thus  equipped, 
however,  to  Court  I  went,  but  fatigue  made 
a  moft  awkward  courtier  of  me. 

The 
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The  Stadtholder  molt  kindly  did  every  thing 
to  render  me  comfortable  after  this  immenfe 
exertion;  for  though  he  himfelf  fet  out  to  vilit 
fome  forts  the  fame  afternoon,  he  recommended 
me  to  remain  at  the  Hague  to  recover  my 
ftrength,  offering  to  anfwer  to  the  Duke  of 
Brunfwic  for  my  abfence  for  three  days. 

I  remained  only  two  days,  when  I  returned 
to  the  Duke,  by  whom  I  was  employed  on 
different  millions,  chiefly  to  reconnoitre  the 
enemies  politions.  The  Duke  of  York  had  left 
Dortrechty  and  was  at  that  time  approaching 
Antwerp  by  water,  and  the  Prince  of  Orange 
with  a  fmall  Dutch  army  was  marching  upon 
Breda,  (till  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  French. 

About  the  end  of  March,  or  lit  of  April, 
he  fummoned  it  to  furrender,  and  the  garrifon 
entered  into  a  capitulation  for  that  purpofe; 
at  this  time  the  Duke  Frederic  fent  me  to  Saxe 
Coburg,  to  know  how  affairs  were  going  on 
in  that  quarter  he  commanded  :  me  to  pafs  by 
the  way  of  the  Dutch  army  lying  before  Breda, 
to  receive  the  orders  of  the  Hereditary  Prince 
of  Orange,  who  rcqueftcd  me  to  go  to  Bergen- 
op-Zoom,  to  the  Duke  of  York  who  was  then 
at  that  harbour  on  his  way  to  Antwerp ;  and  to 
inform  his  Royal  Highnefs  that  Breda  had  capi- 
tulated :  I  obeyed  his  directions,  and  then  took 

the 
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the  road  for  BrufTells,  in  which  neighbourhood 
1  expected  to  find  Saxe  Coburg. 

In  the  fhort  fpace  of  hardly  a  month  had 
that  gallant  Prince  drawn  the  immenfe  army 
of  the  Convention  through  all  Brabant;  he  had 
already  purfued  them  beyond  Mons,  and  was 
preparing  to  invert  Velencicnnes.  Thefe  victories 
occasioned  the  fall  of  Dumourier,  and  indeed 
feemed  fo  extraodinary,  that  the  Convention 
fent  four  commillioners  to  direct  him  to  appear 
before  them;  and  appointed  Bournonville,  who 
accompanied  them,  to  command  provifionaily 
in  his  abfence. 

Dumourier,  who  forefaw  what  would  be  the 
event  of  his  journey  to  Paris,  and  was  un- 
willing to  have  his  conduct  made  rhe  fubjeel  of 
enquiry  by  thofe  that  were  ignorant  of  military 
operations,  without  delay  feized  on  the  com- 
millioners, together  with  his  deftined  fucceffor, 
Bournonville,  and  fent  them  to  Saxe  Coburg: 
I  met  them  at  Brufiells,  on  the  evening  of  the 
4th  April,  under  the  charge  of  an  Auftrian 
officer,  who  was  conducting  them  to  Macjlrkht. 

From  this  officer,  I  learnt  that  the  head-quar- 
ters were  at  Mons,  whither  I  immediately  re- 
paired ;  and  on  my  arrival,  about  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  April,  feeing  a 
centinel  fUnding  at  the  gate  of  the  inn  where  I 
alighted,  I  enquired  who  lodged  there.     To  my 

great 
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great  furprife  I  was  told  the  French  General 
Valence.  I  aflced  whether  he  was  a  prifoner,  but 
was  anfwered  that  he  had  dejerted,  and  had  ar- 
rived there  a  few  days  before,  and  that  he  re- 
ceived all  the  honours  of  an  Auftrian  General. 
I  then  went  to  Saxe  Coburg's  head-quarters; 
he  was  in  bed,  but  I  was  immediately  introdu- 
ced to  him;  while  I  was  yet  by  his  bed-fide, 
one  of  his  Aid-du-Camps  came  into  the  room, 
to  announce  that  Dumourier,  Egalite,  (alias 
Due  de  Chartres,)  Sullivan,  Baptijle,  and  ano- 
ther, {Mont joy,  I  think)  were  then  in  the  anti- 
chamber,  fent  in  by  General  Clairfait,  to  whom 
they  had  deferted ;  they  were  immediately  ulh- 
ered  into  the  Field-Marfhal's  prefence,  and  I 
withdrew.  Their  interview  lafted  fome  time, 
and  the  event  was,  that  in  a  few  hours,  a  fort  of 
proclamation  appeared,  which,  as  it  is  fo  well 
known,  I  will  pafs  over.  . 

At  the  Field-Marfhal's  table,  I  that  day  met 
thefe  extraordinary  deferters,  each  wearing  the 
three-coloured  cockade.  After  dinner  the 
Prince  called  me  afide,  and  telling  me  that  in 
half  an  hour  he  would  give  me  a  letter  for  the 
Duke  F.  of  Brunfvvic,  and  that  he  wifhed  me 
to  haften  back  to  inform  his  Serene  Highnefs, 
and  the  other  Commanders,  that  Dumourier 
had  come  over,  and  that  he  meant  to  bring  him 

to 
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to  Antwerp,  where  a  meeting  of  the  Command- 
ing Generals,  and  fome  minifters  of  the  allies, 
was  to  be  held  on  the  7th  of  April. 

In  confequence  of  my  orders,  I  fet  out  im- 
mediately to  carry  my  intelligence  to  the  Duke 
Frederic  of  Brunfwic,  at  Bois  le  Due,  who  being 
prevented  by  indifpofition  from  attending  the 
meeting  at  Antwerp,  had  deputed  General  Kno- 
belfdorff  in  his  place.  Breda  laying  very  little 
out  of  my  road,  I  went  that  way  to  announce 
Dumourier's  change  of  pofitiont  to  the  Hereditary 
Prince  of  Orange,  By  the  road,  as  I  expected,  I 
met  the  Stadtholder  on  his  way  to  the  confer- 
ence, to  whom  I  communicated  the  welcome 
intelligence  in  his  carriage,  and  then  proceeded 
to  the  place  of  my  deftination. 

I  found  the  Duke  ftill  indifpofed,  and  feem- 
ingly  difatisfied  ;  he  talked  of  retiring,  and  I 
fancied  he  was  rather  chagrined  than  fick.  I 
remained  with  him,  going  on  fuch  expeditions 
as  he  chofe  to  command,  until  perfifting  in  his 
refignation,  he  prepared  to  depart.  I  then  ap- 
plied to  his  Serene  Higncfs  the  Stadtholder,  to 
place  me  in  the  Staffof  his  army.  I  was  immedi- 
ately appointed,  and  received  the  commiflion  of 
Major,  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  on 
the  6th  of  A4ay  1793  ;  but  on  account  of  my  ex- 
ertions on  the  expedition  at  Baerle-Hertog,  my 

commiflion 
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rommillion  bears  in  its  body  the  date  of  March 
15th,  from  which  day  my  rank  in  the  Dutch 
army  takes  place. 

I  remained  at  the  Hague  for  a  few  days,  and 
then  returned  to  Bois  le  Due,  to  prepare  my 
equipage  for  taking  the  field.  The  Dutch  army 
was  collecting,  and  advancing  towards  the  more 
active  theatre  of  war.  After  being  employed  on 
different  fervices,  I  was,  at  length,  while  the 
Dutch  lay  at  Menin,  and  its  environs,  fixed  for 
a  time  at  BrufTels,  for  a  political  purpofe.  On 
my  return  from  thence  to  head-quarters,  an  e- 
vent  happened,  which  induced  me  to  leave  that 
army  immediately,  even  without  permiflion, 
though  not  without  announcing  my  departure, 
nor  did  I  conceal  the  place  of  my  retreat;  it  was 
to  the  army  on  the  Upper  Rhine; 

The  King  of  Pruftia  was  there  at  the  head  of 
his  own  army.  Mayence  had  fallen,  after  an 
bbftinate  refiftancej  and  was  taken  pofTeflion  of 
in  his  own  name;  he  afterwards  prepared  to 
invert  Landau  in  Alface,  and  was  before  it  at-  the 
time  I  arrived. 

I  acquainted  his  Majefty  candidly,  with  my 
reafons  for  having  left  the  army  of  the  Low  Coun- 
tries. I  did  not  at  the  fame  time  conceal  the 
very  hafty  mode  of  my  departure  ;  to  all  which 
my  relation,  this  illuftrious  Prince  attentively 
and  gracioufly  liftened.  Full  of  the  higheft  con- 
K  &tence 
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fidence  in  his  juftice,  generofity,  and  difcern- 
ment,  I  ventured  to  implore  his  royal  protec- 
tion, and  permiffion  to  flay  with  his  army.  This 
I  the  more  boldly  did,  as  I  well  knew  him  to 
be  a  foldier,  and  perfectly  incapable  of  any  thing 
but  great  and  benevolentaclions.  He  was  indeed 
endued  with  a  foul  which  was  worthy  the  ex- 
alted Itation  he  held. 

I  likewife  made  my  fkuation  known  to  the 
gallant  veteran  General  Wurmfer,  who  com- 
manded the  Aultrian  army,  and  who,  though  far 
advanced  in  years,  feemed  to  lofe  all  fenfe  of  his 
age  in  the  hour  of  exertion;  he  then  indeed 
fhewed  all  the  fire  of  youth  j  and  if  he  fell 
fhort  in  activity,  his  knowledge,  his  fkill,  and 
the  maturity  of  his  judgment,  more  than  com- 
penfated  for  the  deficiency. 

The  reigning  Duke  of  Brunfwick  was  with  the 
Pruffian  army,  and  was  left  to  command,  when 
his  Pruflian  Majefty  took  the  refolution  to  retire 
to  his  own  territories.  The  brave  Conde  was 
there  with  his  little  army  of  heroes,  but  never 
was  General  better  qualified  to  command  the 
mo  ft  numerous.  When  he,  from  power,  from 
extreme  wealth  and  fplendor,  was  with  the 
whole  of  the  nobility  of  France,  fwept  away 
from  his  habitation,  by  the  revolutionary  tor- 
rent, he  did  not  difpair.  Deprived  of  his  riches, 
he  abridged  his  expences;  from  a  truly  princely 

board 
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board  reduced  his  dinner  to  a  few  difhes,  and 
invited  always  a  certain  number  of  his  followers 
in  rotation.  In  the  field  with  his  little  army  he 
did  every  thing  that  could  be  performed ;  and 
fo  compleatly  matter  is  he  of  every  part  of  the 
fcience  of  war,  that  he  commanded  the  good 
wifhes  of  all  who  knew  how  to  appreciate  his 
merits.  His  private  life  was  in  the  higher!  de- 
gree amiable;  a  fincere  friend,  a  polifhed  and 
cheerful  companion;  the  evennefs  of  his  difpo- 
fition,  and  the  benignity  of  his  heart,  attached 
to  him  all  who  approached  him. 

Soon  after  the  affair  of  Pirmafens  and  IVeiJfcm- 
bourgy  the  King  of  PrufHa  withdrew  from  the 
field,  and  returned  to  his  own  dominions,  leav- 
ing (as  I  before  obferved,)  the  gallant  reigning 
Duke  of  Brunfwick  to  command  the  Prufiian 
army.  This  diftinguifhed  General's  aftoniihing 
talents  I  will  not  attempt  to  defcribe,  as  they 
far  tranfcend  my  abilities;  but  to  him,  and  to 
every  other  General,  I  have  endeavoured  to  do 
ample  juftice  in  a  publication  I  now  do  my- 
felf  the  honour  to  announce,  and  of  which  I 
have  already  given  fome  intimation.  This 
will  contain  a  complete  account,  illuftrated  with 
the  rnoft  accurate  maps  and  plans  of  every  re- 
markable movement  made  by  the  allied  armies 
during  the  three  firft  campaigns  of  the  war. 
As  accurate  plans  are  not  eafily  forced  to  de- 
K  2  ceive, 
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ceive,  military  men,  who  were  not  there,  will 
then  have  an  opportunity  of  judging  whether  the 
Generals  I  have  nanred,  did  or  did  not  deferve 
my  praife. 

When  the  King  of  PrufTia  retired,  all  my 
hopes  vanifhed  into  air;  ruined  in  my  fortunes, 
without  home,  without  expectation  of  employ 
whichever  way  I  turned  my  eyes,  the  profpect 
was  equally  dreary  ;  and,  as  if  the  hand  of  fate 
was  lifted  to  my  deltrudion,  I  juft  then  re- 
ceived a  defperate  wound,  under  the  pain  of 
which  I  long  languilhed. 

Worn  out  with  fatigue,  fainting  with  the 
lofs  of  blood,  and  flill  more  tortured  with  the 
anguifh  arifing  from  the  contemplation  of  the 
immenfity  of  my  undeferved  misfortunes,  a  re- 
treat was  neceflary;  but,  alas !  where  was  I  to 
find  it  ?  or  who  would  open  a  hofpitablc  door 
to  a  poor  wounded  foldier,  though  I  hope,  at 
Jcaft,  in  that  capacity  not  degraded?  Thefe 
melancholy  reflections  had  reduced  me  to  a 
ihadow,  and  I  looked  forward  to  death  as  the 
moll:  delirable  of  events.  Thus  circumftanced 
I  was  induced  to  take  up  my  refidence  in  a 
little  town  of  the  interior,  till  my  health  mould 
again  enable  me  to  draw  my  fword. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XIII. 

The  author's  affair  with  Mrs.  S  .—Charatler  of 
Col.  S. — The  author  fets  out  for  Augfburgin  Sua- 
biat  accompanied  by  Mrs.  S. — Becomes  acquainted 
with  Baron  D'Ompteda. — Reaches  Aug/burg. — 
Suddenly  arrejled  therey  on  the  requifition  of  the 
the  Baron  D'Ompteda. — The  Baron  arrives  at 
Aug[bnrgy  and  makes  fome  vague  general  charges. 
— Demands  all  the  author's  papers  in  the  name  (f 
his  Britannic  Majejly. — The  author  writes  to  Mr. 
Dundas. — Was  extremely  well  treated  during  his 
confinement. — Receives  a  letter  from  Mr.  Walpole 
with  an  official  denial  on  the  part  of  the  Briiijb 
government^  of  any  knowledge  of  the  tranfaclion. — 
Decree  of  the  Senate  of  Augjburg. — Remarks  on 
the  decree  of  the  Senate. — Kind  behaviour  of  Mr. 
Walpole. 


I 


t  has  been  hitherto  my  ftudy  to  conceal  female 
frailties ;  for  though  I  by  no  means  pretend  to 
the  character  of  a  ftoic,  there  is  a  bafenefs  in 
publifhing  any  thing  which  can  hurt  the  feelings 
ofthofe  whom  heaven  meant  us  to  protect, 
which  my  foul  abhors.  Yet  I  am  now  obliged 
to  bring  forward  to  the  public  an  amiable  wo- 
man, who  owes  her  misfortunes  to  her  hufbands 
K  3  brutally  ; 
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brutality ;  a  woman  who,  adorned  by  very  po- 
lite accomplishment,  and  calculated  by  nature 
to  charm,  would  be  an  everlafting  fund  of  hap- 
oinefs  to  the  man  who    had  fcnCc  to  efteem  her 

ionel  S.  was  the  huiband  of  this  lady  ; 
and  he  of  all  men  lead  knew,  and  leaft  deferved 
female  merit  in  a  companion  ;  infeniible  alike 
to  love  and  honour,  he  regarded  a  wife  only 
for  what  flie  brought  him  ;  if  her  purfe  was  but 
to  his  mind,  he  cared  not  for  her  perfon.  This 
lordinary  Colonel  having  publifhed  a  moft 
fcurrilou's  pamphlet  concerning  me,  I  fhall  give 
the  public  fome  opportunity  of  judging  between 
us  :  not  that  I  mould  notice  any  of  his  libels 
fo  far  as  I  am  alone  concerned ;  but  as  his  wife, 
and  even  her  relations,  or  thofe  whom  he  thought 

»pet  to  call  fo,  came  in  for  fo  large  a  fhare 
of  mifreprefentation  and  abufe,  that  the  fale  of 
his  work  was  flopped  for  fear  of  a  profecution  ; 
I  feel  myfelf  called  upon  to  refute  his  calum- 
nies. However,  we  are  not  the  only  objects' of 
his  fcurrility,    as   fome   time   before,    without 

nving  how  to  write,  he  publifhed  a  pam- 
phlet in  which  he  abufes  almoft  every  man 
whofe  name  he  knows,  and  has  even  the  impu- 
dence to  level,  particularly  the  low  flander  of 
his  malignant  pen,  at  that  illuftrious  character 

the 
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the  Earl  of  Elgin  ;  fortunately  for  the  author, 
the  blackguard  ftupidity  of  the  performance 
took  away  its  Iting- 

His  origin  is  not  worth  tracing,  but  he  firft 
ranked  as  a  Colonel  in  1786,  among  the  revol- 
ters  in  Brabant ;  whence  after  their  defeat  he 
fled  to  Paris.  He  there  became  acquainted 
with  his  wife,  who  ufed  to  vifit  a  family  of  re- 
fpectability,  with  whom  he  Mas  in  fome  degree 
of  intimacy.  The  lady  was  not  then  quite  fe- 
venreen,  and  through  his  pcrfualions,  was  in- 
duced to  confent  to  a  private  marriage.  This 
ftep,  as  might  be  expected,  much  offended  her 
father,  who  refufed  to  give  any  fortune  to  the 
Colonel,  but,  confented  to  allow  her  a  yearly 
jncome  for  her  own  ufe ;  which  the  Colonel 
however  turning  to  his  purpofes,  fhe  became 
obliged  to  fend  her  little  bills  for  millinary  and 
fuch  like  to  the  old  gentleman.  Finding  how 
the  money  he  allowed  was  employed,  he  with- 
drew that  fund,  but  continued  to  pay  her 
bills. 

This  gallant  Colonel  next  applied  himfelf  to 
the  Princes  of  France,  who  were  juft  then  gone 
to  Coblentz,  foliciting  leave  to  raife  a  regi- 
ment for  them.  As  he  knew  the  effects  of  beauty 
on  men ofprofefled  gallantry,  he  conftantly  made 
his  wife  the  bearer  of  his  mefTages ;  thus  at  once 
expoling  her  to  every  temptation,  and  plainly 
K  4  proving 
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proving  to  the  world  that  he  did  not  think  her 
virtue  a  price  by  any  means,  too  high  for  his 
own  promotion.  Still  however  her  fame  re- 
mained unfpotted  ;  nor  was  it  till  fhc  was  moll 
cruelly  treated  by  him,  till  blows  were  added 
to  infults  of  every  other  kind,  and  till  fhe  was 
left  unprotected  in  a  garrifon  town,  amidft  fe- 
veral  hundred  officers,  each  of  whom  was  driving 
to  fhew  himfelf  as  far  as  poflible  the  contrail 
of  her  hufband,  that  fhe  fell. 

That  fhe  fell  into  my  hands,  was  more  owing 
to  the  gentlenefs  of  her  own  heart  than  my  de- 
fert.  True  it  is  that  I  left  nothing  undone  that 
I  could  devife ;  but  though  fhe  fecmed  to  view 
my  fituation  with  pity,  for  I  was  then  fick  and 
diftrefTed,  and  fhe  had  feen  me  in  highly  ho- 
nourable circumfiances,  and  the  favourite  of  the 
great,  it  was  long  before  a  tender  pafllon  £ook 
place. 

After  fome  time  I  went  to  Augfburg  in  Sua- 
bia,  and  in  my  road  thither,  'paffed  through  Ra- 
tifbon.  Here,  among  others,  1  became  acquaint- 
ed with  the  Baron  D'Ompteda,  Hanoverian  En- 
voy to  the  diet ;  I  like  wife  had  the  pleafure  or 
finding  the  Count  de  Goertz,  who  had,  as  I  be- 
fore mentioned,  given  me  a  letter  of  recom- 
mendation, while  Prufllan  minifter  in  Rufiia, 
to  his  brother  at  Potfdam,  who  was  Aid-de- 
camp 
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camp  to  Frederic  the  Great,  when  I  vifited  tha^ 
celebrated  garrifon  in  the  end  of  the  year  174. 

The  feverity  of  my  indifpofition  had  delayed 
me  many  weeks  upon  the  road,  and  my  expences 
had  already  far  exceeded  my  calculation;  the 
r.rifling  fum  too,  which  was  yet  due  to  me  fiorn. 
the  army,  was  by  my  own  appointment  to  be 
remitted  to  me,  at  the  place  of  my  deftination: 
I  therefore  at  leaving  Ratifion,  borrowed  33 
louis  of  the  Baron  D'Ompteda,  for  which  I 
gave  him  my  bill. 

I  continued  my  journey,  and  reached  Augjburg 
without  any  material  occurrence;  but  I  had  not 
been  many  days  there,  before  I  met  with  an  ad- 
venture difagreeable  enough  for  the  time.  As 
foon  as  I  was  fixed  at  my  hotel,  I  communica- 
ted to  the  Right  Honourable  H.  Dundas  a  plan 
which  I  had  formed,  and  which  though  a  very- 
bold  one  had  been  honoured  with  the  approba- 
tion of  feveral  diftinguifhed  military  characters. 
For  its  execution  I  had  found  near  three  hun- 
dred volunteers;  the  majority  of  them  had  been 
officers  under  Louis  XVI.  and  all  afked  no  other 
•reward  than  the  fandion  of  the  Britifh  govern- 
ment, and  to  proceed  to  the  attack  under  my 
direction.  I  was  now  fo  far  recovered,  that  I 
felt  myfelf  ready  to  bleed  again;  and  I  once 
more  ventured  to  cherifh  hopes,  that  I  mighr  be 
fuffered  to  profit  by  my  exertions  without  fur- 
ther 
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thcr  moieftation,  or  perfecution;    promptnefs, 
courage,  and  my  fword  were  my  only  fortune, 
nor  ccuid  I  fo  thriftily  employ  it  as  in  the  har-" 
veil  of  danger. 

I  flattered  myfelf  with  vain  expectations,  for 
at  that  moment,  a  new  perfecution  was  levelled 
at  me,  from  a  quarter  whence  I  lead  expected 
fo  bafe  an  attack. 

It  was  I  believe  on  the  firft  of  December  1 793, 
I  was  lifting  on  a  fopha,  in  the  room  I  occupi- 
ed, in  my  hotel,  in  the  very  act:  of  fealing  a  fe- 
cond  letter  to  Mr.  Dundas,  renewing  my  folici- 
tations  to  be  employed  in  the  enterprife  I  had 
already  defcribed  to  him.  Mrs.  S.  was  fitting 
by  me,  little  fufpecting  that  any  evil  awaited 
us — when  in  a  moment,  two  different  folding 
doors,  which  opened  into  my  room,  at  oppolite 
angles,  were  violently  burft  open,  and  I  was 
inftantaneoufly  encircled,  by  a  detachment  of 
infantry,  to  the  number  of  thirty-fix.  They 
were  commanded  by  a  Lieutenant,  who  told  me 
I  was  his  piifoner;  I  afked  him  on  what  ac- 
count, but  this  he  refufed  to  tell  me,  or  by  what 
authority  he  came  to  at  reft  me;  I  therefore  re- 
fufed to  obey,  and  affumed  a  pofition  of  refiil- 
ance,  till  I  mould  be  fatisfkd  by  what  right  he 
prefumed  to  act  in  fuch  a  manner.  The  acting 
Burgomafter  was  at  hand,  and  immediately  en- 
tering the  room,  afTured  me  that  the  magillrates 

were 
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were  themfelves  ignorant  of  the  caufet  but  that 
my  arreft  was  in  confequence  of  arequeft,  made 
by  Baron  D'Ompteda,  the  Hanoverian  Envoy, 
at  Ratijbon,  in  the  name  of  his  Britannic  Majcfty. 

His  letter  having  been  read  to  me,  I  furren- 
dered  immediately,  as  I  knew  that  the  city  of 
Augfhurg,  at  the  requeft  of  any  Sovereign 
Prince  of  the  Empire,  is  bound  by  law  to  arreft. 
any  perfon  and  detain  him  for  areafonable  time, 
to  fee  if  any  charge  is  brought  forward  againft 
him.  Neverthelefs  I  could  by  no  means  com- 
prehend for  what  caufe  his  Britannic  Majefty 
had  defired  my  arreft,  and  I  was  equally  at  a 
lofs  to  know  how  the  Hanoverian  Envoy,  could 
act  in  the  name  of  the  Court  of  Great  Britain, 
when  there  was  a  Britifh  Envoy  then  actually 
refident  at  Ratifbon.  Befides,  my  confcience 
told  me  that  I  had  never  by  any  act  whatever 
done,  or  meant  to  do,  the  fmalleft  harm  to 
the  perfon  or  interefts  of  my  Sovereign,  towards 
whom  I  .had  ever  borne  the  mod  unfhaken  af- 
fection and  loyalty. 

With  thefe  reflections  I  confoled  myfelf;  at 
the  fame  time  that  I  endeavoured  to  affuage  the 
alarm  of  the  unfortunate  lady,  who  had  accom- 
panied me;  I  allured  her  that  there  muft  be  fome 
miftake  in  the  bulinefs,  that  a  few  days  mufl 
clear  the  whole  up,  and  then  I  fhould  be  fet  at 
liberty. 

That 
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That  night  I  remained  at  the  hotel,  under  2 
£uard  of  thirty-fix  men;  but  as  fuch  a  croud  oc- 
casioned much  confufion  and  trouble  in  the 
houfe,  and  I  was  unwilling  to  put  the  matter  to 
fuch  inconvenience,  I  was  next  morning,  at  my 
own  requeft,  removed  to  the  town-houfe.  Two 
very  comfortable  apartments  were  prepared  for 
me;  an  officer  attended  me,  and  there  were  con- 
stantly four  foldiers  in  the  anti-chamber;  I  was 
likewife  refufed  the  ufe  of  pen  and  ink,  and  my 
papers  were  all  fcizcd ;  but  Mrs.  S.  was  per- 
mitted to  come  to  me  every  morning,  and  re- 
main till  evening,  but  always  in  the  prefence  of 
the  officer. 

The  moment  of  my  arrelt,  an  exprefs  had 
been  fent  off  to  Ratiibon,  to  Baron  D'Omptcda, 
and  we  waited  with  fome  impatience  the  charges 
he  was  to  exhibit  againft  me.  In  a  few  days  the 
Baron  arrived,  and  came  to  the  very  hotel  where 
I  had  lodged,  and  where  Mrs.  S.  ftill  continued 
to  refide;  he  found  fault  in  a  very  high  tone,  at 
the  permiffion  fhe  had  to  vifit  me,  myiterioufly 
pretending  that  my  crimes  were  of  great  magni- 
rude,  but  ftill  without  condefcending  to  parti- 
cularize even  one. 

Augjhiirg  being  a  free  imperial  city,  governed 
by  its  own  fenate,  in  whom  the  fovereignty  re- 
fides,  he  was  obliged  to  give  fome  fort  of  account 
of  the  authority  under  which  he  demanded  me 

to 
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to  be  arretted  and  detained  in  tlofe-cujlody.  He 
now  dared,  in  the  name  of  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
to  require  that  all  my  papers  mould  be  delivered 
to  him  and  his  advocate,  whom,  (the  more  to 
fhew  that  he  acted  in  an  official  capacity,)  he 
fryled  his  charge  d' affairs,  for  their  infpection. 

The  confequence  of  his  making  this  demand 
in  fuch  a  high  official  ftyle,  and  in  the  name  of 
the  King,  was  my  arreftation,  a  tranflation  of 
the  decree,  for  which  purpofe,  I  here  annex,  the 
original  in  German  being  depofited  with  the 
publifher. 

TRANSLATION. 

EXTRACT. 

PROTOCOLLI    CONSULARIS. 

(Done  at  Augjburgh  nth  December  1793J 

"His  Excellency BaronD'Ompteda,w/«/y?/fr^/, 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  and  Elector  of  Brunfwick 
Luneburgy  at  the  diet  of  Ratifbone,  after  having 
examined  the  papers  of  Mr.  Lille,  declares,  in 
the  quality  of  requirer,  in  the  name  of  his  Britifh 
Majefly,  for  the  imprifonment  of  Mr.  Lifle, 
calling  himfelf  a  Dutch  Major,  as  a  Scotch  fub- 
jedl;   and  being  under  the  neceflity  of  going 

from 


14-  THE     LIFE     OF 

from  hence,  in  the  courfe  of  to-morrow,  heap- 
points  Mr.  Kcphalides,  I.  U.  D.  prefent  at  the 
peruiing  of  the  aforefaid  papers,  for  his  charge 
d\ffaire  in  the  whole  caufe." 

My  confinement  was  therefore  continued  in  a 
Hill  clofer  manner.  Mrs.  S.  was  denied  the  li- 
berty of  feeing  me,  and  even  my  two  fervants 
were  from  the  firft,  as  clofely  confined  as  my-* 
felf.  A  croud  of  circumftances  now  prelfed 
upon  my  mind,  and  a  kind  of  elucidation  of  my 
myflerious  imprifonment,  feemed  to  glim- 
mer before  me.  I  recollected  that  Baron  D' 
Ompteda,  had  always  attempted  to  be  particular 
with  Mrs.  S.  and  he  might  pfobably  think  that 
my  confinement,  and  his  threats  would  ftarve 
and  intimidate  her  into  compliance.  In  my  own 
conduct  I  could  find  nothing  of  which  his  Bri- 
tannic Majefty  had  any  reafon  to  complain.  I 
therefore  applied  to  the  magiftrates  for  leave  to 
write  to  the  Britifh  Government,  which  being 
granted,  I  fent  the  following  letter  to  Mr. 
Dundas,  to  whom  I  had  indeed  before  found 
means  of  privately  writing  a  few  lines. 

**  To  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Dundas. 
"  SIR, 

"  Augsburg,  jfa/i.  7,  1794. 
"  I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  ac- 
quaint you,  with  the   very   lingular  manner  in 

which 
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which  I  have  been  arretted  and  confined  an 
ferret  by  the  Baron  D'Ompteda,  in  the  name  of 
the  King,  without,  however  the  Baron  having 
(hewn  any  order  for  fuch  conduct ;  that  arreft 
flill  continues,  to-morrow  it  is  five  weeks  fmce 
it  commenced. 

"  As  a  Britifh  fubject,  Sir,  permit  me  to  re- 
queft  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  fay,  whether 
the  Britifh  Government  has  any  demands  on 
my  perfon?  And  whetherthe  Baron  D'Ompteda 
has  been  charged  to  arreft  me  in  the  name  of  his 

ajefty  ?  And  if  fuch  an  order  has  been  given, 
at  what  time  it  was  forwarded  to  the  Baron  ? 
This  is  a  juflice  which  a  Britifh  Minifter  will 
not  deny,  and  which  will  enable  me  to  expofe 
^nd  punifh  a  man,  who  I  am  convinced  fearches 
my  deflruction,  in  hopes  by  that  means  to  re- 
move a  barrier,  which  lays  between  him  and 
the  pofleffion  of  a  woman,  by  whofe  charms  he 
is  captivated. 

"  The  unrelenting  fury  with  which  he  perfe- 
cutes  me,  and  the  act  of  oppreflion  with  which  he 
difgraces  himfelf,  and  the  diplomatique  body,  by 
committing,  prove  that  he  is  actuated  by  fome 
motive  which  touches  him  nearly,  and  that  mo- 
tive muft  be  what  I  fufpect. 

"  You  well,  know,  Sir,  that  in  fpiteofthedif- 
advantages  which  I  labour  under,  no  man  has 
been  more  indefatigable  than  I  have  been  to  re- 
cover 
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cover  myfelf  j  I  have  continually  folicited  ihd 
moft  defperate  expeditions  from  yourfelf.  And 
the  general  officers  under  whom  I  have  ferved 
will  vouch  thac  while  at  the  army,  I  was  ever 
clofe  to  the  points  of  the  enemy's  bayonets.  As 
a.  proof  of  my  good  conduct,  Sir,  at  a  moment 
when  I  was  without  protection,  and  furrounded 
by  malignant  enemies,  the  firft  Captains  under 
heaven  gave  me  their  confidence,  and  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  as  a  reward  for  my  alacrity 
gave  me  a  Majority  in  the  army  of  the  ftate. 

"  I  rely  on  your  juftice  as  a  minifter,  your  hu- 
manity I  have  already  experienced:  and  have 
the  honor  to  be,  with  all  that  refpect,  to  which 
your  perfonal  merit,  and  high  fituation  intitle 
?ou, 

<f  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble 

"  And  very  devoted  fervantj 

(Signed)  "  I.  G.  Lisle, 

Major.'* 

u  Pleafe,  Sir,  to  obferve  that  I  complain  not  of 
the  magiftrates  of  this  place,  far  from  it;  they1 
are  perfectly  difpofed  to  humanity  and  juftice, 
they  only  comply  with  the  requeft  made  in  the 
name  of  the  King:  was  fuch  a  requeft  made  with 
authority,  I  myfelf  would  bow  with  fubnuifc 
ficn." 

I  w  as 
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I  was  extremely  well  treated  during  my  con- 
finement, an  excellent  tabic  being  kept  for  me  ; 
and  my  fervants  were  boarded  at  a  confiderablc 
cxpence  in  the  town  houfe.  A  table  was  like- 
wife  kept  for  Mrs.  S.  at  our  hotel  in  the  fame 
ftyle  as  we  had  lived  there,  of  which  I  need 
hardly  fay,  that  it  was  not  inelegant.  In 
the  mean  time  (he  had  addreffed  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Walpole,  his  Britannic  Majefty's  minifter 
at  Munich,  in  which  fhe  had  ftated  the  cafe 
fo  far  as  came  to  her  knowledge. 

I  had  remained  in  prifon  about  fix  week? 
from  the  time  I  had  wrote  to  Mr.  Dundas, 
anxioufly  expecting  fome  determination  from 
the  court  of  Great  Britain,  when  Mr.  Walpole 
wrote  to  me,  and  tranfmitted  the  following  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  from  Lord  Grenville  :  "  The 
rf  Britifh  government  has  not  demanded  the 
<{  arrcftation  of  Major  Lifle,  nor  has  his  Bri- 
"  tifh  Majefty  any  caufe  of  complaint  againft 
"  him." 

Baron  D'Ompteda  had  given  orders  that  all 
letters  addreffed  to  me  fhould  be  flopped  at 
the  port-office  ;  but  this  being  directed  to  me 
at  the  town-houfe,  went  to  the  magiftrates, 
who  opened  and  fent  it  to  me  in  that  ftate. 
I  at  firft  refufed  to  receive  it,  and  afked  them 
if  they  did  not  know  that  it  came  officially 
from  a  Britifh  minifter.   They  replied,  that  they 

L  did; 
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did;  but  that  D'Ompteda,  in  the  character  of 
his  Majefty's  Envoy,  had  taken  all  confequen- 
ces  upon  himfelf;  and  thus  was  I  forced  for 
the  time,  to  fubmit  to  the  infults  of  a  man, 
who,  intrenched  deep  in  his  diplomatic  iitua- 
tion,  evaded  the  effects  of  law,  which  juftly 
awaited  the  audacious  impofition  he  had  prac- 
ticed on  the  Senate  of  Augjburg>  by  profaning 
the  name  of  his  royal  mafter. 

The  confequence  of  Lord  Grenville's  decla- 
ration was,  that  I  was  immediately  difcharged 
from  prifon,  and  the  Senate  pronounced  the 
following  decree  : 

(TRANSLATION.) 

(Decree  of  the  Senate  of  Augfburg.) 

Tuesday,  the  nth  of  Marchy  1794. 

"  HIS  ExcellencyBaron  D'Ompteda,  Minifter 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  Eleffor  of  Brunfzvick  Lunc- 
burgy  at  the  diet  of  Ratifbon,  having  requeited 
the  arrefting  of  Major  Lifle,  pretending  he 
was  an  impoftor,  and  having  taken  on  himfelf 
every  confequence  of  this  imprifonment,  and 
making  himfelf  anfwerable  for  it,  his  requeft 
was  granted.  But  as  his  Excellency  has  not 
juftificd    this    imprifonment,     either     by    the 

charges 
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charges   of  which    he  accufed  the  Major,  and 
which  were    partly  of  no  confequence,  partly 
not  verified,    or  having   fhewn  any  authority 
from  the  Britifh  Court,  (which,  as  he  declared, 
was  interefted  in  thefe  charges)  for  making  the 
requeft  of  arrefting  him  in  its  name,   or  having 
juftified   it   on  account  of  the  reclamation  of 
32   Louis,  lent   to   the    Major,    this  imprifon- 
ment  of  which  the  expences  fall  on  his  Excel- 
lency  is  finifhed,  and  the  Major  enlaiged   on 
conditions  of  engaging  himfelf  on  parole  d'bon* 
neur,  not  to  leave  this  town  or  its  territory  with- 
out having   paid    the  32    Louis.     With  regard 
to  further  fatisfadtion,  the  Major,  according  to 
his  own  declaration,  mult  addrefs  himfelf  to  the 
King,  his  matter. 

"  Alfo,  that  the  paper  exhibited  the  20th  of 
January,  cum  adjun5tisy  lhall  be  communicated 
in  copia  to  Dr.  Kaphalides,  his  Excellency's  At- 
torney." 


I  muft  here  intreat  the  reader  to  obferve  the 
different  flyle  in  which  the  Baron  is  defcribed 
in  this,  and  in  the  decree  of  arreftation,  in  which 
he  is  called,  u  Minifter  of  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
u  tain  and  El  eel  or  of  Brunfwic  LuneburgJ*  as  he 

L  2  had 
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had  announced  himfelf:  But  now  the  veil  ofiin- 
pofition  was  removed,  and  they  ftyle  him  what  he 
really  was,  "  Minijlcr  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Elector 
"  of  Brunfwick  Luncburg-"  and  to  the  perfon 
whom  he  appointed  charge  d* affairs,  they  give 
the  title  only  of  Attorney.  The  charges  he  brought 
againft  me  are  fevcrely,  but  juftly  characterized, 
and  his  pretended  authority  declared  not  to 
exift.  But  the  difgrace  of  the  tranfaction  did 
not  perhaps  wound  the  Baron  i'o  deep  as  the 
expenccs;  for  as  he  had  taken  every  confequencc 
upon  himfclf,  he  was  ordered  to  pay  all  that  had 
been  incurred  by  my  arreft,  amounting  to  a 
fum  far  exceeding  my  ideas,  and  far  too  heavy 
for  his  purfe  to  bear  without  much  inconve- 
nience. I  pofitively  refufed  to  fubmit  to  that 
part  of  the  decree,  which  required  me  to  give 
my  word  not  to  leave  the  territories  of  Augf- 
burg,  till  I  had  paid  the  Baron  his  32  Louis- 
d'ors;  for  as  I  could  obtain  no  fatisfaction  for 
my  imprifonment  without  the  tedious,  and  per- 
haps fruitlcfs  mode  of  applying  to  court,  I  was 
refolved  to  detain  the  only  trifling  indemnity  I 
could  hope  for. 

I  was  much  indebted  on  this  difagreeable  oc- 
cafion  to  Mr.  Walpole,  who  fhewed  me  many 
clFentiul  marks  of  friendship.  I  cannot  attri- 
bute thefe  to  any  perfonal  attachment,  as  I  had 
only  fcen   him   in  my  way  to  Auglburg,  as   I 

parted 
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paficd  Munich  ;  but  the  grofs  infult  offered  to 
him  in  his  official  capacity,  by  a  man  who  dared 
to  his  face  ufurp  his  privileges  for  the  worft 
of  purpofes,  to  ferve  which  .he  likcwife  auda- 
cioufly  proftitutcd  the  name  of  his  Sovereign, 
might  induce  him  to  enquire  into  the  affair  ; 
an  enquiry  would  convince  him  of  the  injury  I 
was  fuftaining  by  fuch  clofe  and  unwarrantable 
confinement,  and  this  probably  made  him  con- 
fider  me  as  entitled  to  his  protection. 


CHAP.   XIV. 

More  accounts  of  the  nature  of  the  author's  confine- 
ment.— Finds  means  to  convey  a  letter  to  the  Duke 
Frederick  of  Brunfwick.— Receives  a  letter  from 

that  great  General  in  the  mofl  flattering  terms. 

Receives  indulgences  from  the  magiftrates. — Writes 
a  letter  to  Baron  D'Ompteda. — Copy  of  it. — The 
Baron  rather  chufes  toft  down  difgraced,  than  to 
give  the  fatisfaclion  required. — Goes  to  Manheim. 
— A  droll  manoeuvre  there.* — Receives  a  bayonet 
wound. — Proceeds  to  Cologne  and  Aix-la-Chapelle, 
where  he  finds  Colonel  S.  has  hen  bullying  in  his 
abfence. — Goes  to  Holland,  hears  the  fame  ac- 
ac  counts,  but  cannot  find  the  Colonel. — Arrives  in 
J-  3  England, 
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England,  where  the  Colonel  has  been  more  loud$ 
Jeeks  him  by  every  jl rat agem  and  in \  every  place \ 
but  in  vain, 

1  must  now  return  again  to  what  pafled  du- 
ring my  confinement ;  I  had  one  fervant  afligned 
me  by  the  Senate  to  attend  on  me,  and  to  him 
I  was  obliged  to  fpeak  in  the  language  which 
the  officer  who  was  with  me  underftood.  My 
diet  and  lodging  was  perfectly  good,  and  even 
elegant.  Notwithftanding  all  this  ftrictnefs,  I 
however  found  the  means  of  conveying  a  letter 
to  the  Duke  Frederic  of  Brunfwick,  praying  of 
that  juftly  renowned  General  to  give  me  a  cer- 
tificate offervice.  This  letter  was  forwarded 
through  the  means  of  a  Pruflian  officer  who  was 
there  recruiting  for  the  Duke's  own  regi- 
ment. 

The  brave  Duke  Frederic,  with  that  foldier- 
like  promptnefs  which  diftinguilhes  every  action 
of  his  life,  immediately  fent  me  a  moft  flatter- 
ing certificate,  which  I  likcwife  contrived  to 
receive  privately.  As  foon  as  I  had  read  ir, 
I  fent  it  to  the  Senate,  who  were  aftonifhed  how 
I  could  manage  fuch  a  bufinefs ;  but  though  they 
were  very  defirous  ofknowing/jozent  was  done,  I 
gave  them  no  fatisfa'ction  on  that  fubject. 

About  a  week  before  the  arrival  of  Lord  Gren- 
ville's  letter,  the  burgomafters  plainly  perceiv- 
ing 
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ing  that  D'Ompteda  could  not  bring  forward 
even  the  fhadovv  of  a  charge  againft  me,  and 
fufpecling  from  various  circumftances  that  he 
acted  in  the  name  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  with- 
out authority,  gave  me  the  liberty  of  walking 
about  the  town  with  a  fingle  guard,  more  by  way 
of  form  than  fecurity.  The  firft  ufe  I  made  of 
this  privilege,  was  to  write  to  the  Baron  in  a 
manneY  to  try  whether  he  could  Ihelter  his  want 
of  courage,  as  well  as  his  want  of  honour  behind 
his  diplomatic  character. 

That  letter  having  had  no  effect,  I  fent  him 
another  in  French  which  I  made  public,  and 
of  which  the  following  is  an  exact  tranflation*. 


* '  To  his  Excellency  Baron  D'Ompteda. 
"  Hanoverian  Envoy, 

ff  Ratisbon. 

"  Give  me  leave,  Sir,  to  demand  an  explana- 
tion of  your  conduct  towards  me. 

ft  1  ft.  By  what  title  or  by  what  right  have  you 
had  the  temerity  to  order  me  to  be  arrefted  ?  was 
it  as  Minifter  to  his  Britannic  Majefty  ?  But 
were  you,  Sir,  inverted  with  that  character?  You 
who  are  only  received  at  the  Diet  of  Ratisbon  as 

*  For  the  original,  fee  the  Appendix. 

L  4  Minifter 
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Minifter  of  the  Elector  of  Brunfwick  Luneburg, 
and  in  whom  the  Senate  of  Augfburg  has  only 
acknowledged  that  title  in  its  decree  of  the  nth 
of  March  1794,  which  is  here  fubjoined. 

"  You  have  then  done  wrong  to  afTume  the 
quality  of  Minifter  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  as 
in  the  act  done  at  Augfburg  the  nth  of  Decem- 
ber 1793,  of  which  I  fend  you  a  faithful  extract. 
It  is  not  then  by  this  title  that  you  can  have  any 
authority  over  me. 

"  Was  j£_as  being  authorized  by  his  Britan-. 
nic  Majefty  ?  But  how  could  you  have  the  im- 
pudence to  make  the  aifertion  ?  When  you  know 
that  the  real  Minifter  of  the  Court  of  Great 
Britain,  at  Ratifbon,  has  declared  that  his  Court 
has  not  demanded  my  arreftation,  and  that  the 
King  has  no  fubject  of  complaint  againft  me. 

"  adly.  Suppolingyou  to  have  been  inverted 
with  all  the  titles  which  you  have  had  the  pre- 
emption to  arrogate  to  yourfelf,  did  my  con- 
duct merit  fuch  hard  treatment  on  your  part? 
The  flattering  teftimonials  and  honourable  em- 
ployment which  have  been  beftowed  on  me  by 
the  Princes,  under  whofe  ftandards  I  have  fer- 
ved,  fufhciently  vindicate  my  actions. 

"  I  will  not  here  fpeak  of  my  campaigns  in  the 
fervice  of  Ruftia,  nor  of  thofe  I  made  in  Ame- 
rica, in  the  army  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  my 
Sovereign  ;  but  I  fpeak  of  the  manner  in  which  I 

difplayed 
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difplayed  myfelfin  1793,  when  fighting  under 
the  commands  of  his  Serene  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  Brunfwick  Oels,  and  afterwards  thofe  of  his 
Serene  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Orange.  The 
honourable  rank  which  this  Auguft  Prince 
granted  me  in  the  armies  of  their  High  Mighti- 
nefles,  proves  the  confidence  he  repofed  in  me ; 
and  if  I  have  been  deficient  in  my  duty,  it  is 
for  him,  not  for  yoy  to  complain  of  it. 

"  After  having  made  me  undergo  the  moll 
iinjuft  vexations,  by  condemning  me  for  three 
months  to  the  horrors  of  a  prifon,  where  I,  as 
well  as  my  fervants  were  detained  in  the 
clofeft  cuftody  ;  and  after  I  have  ftaid  another 
month  in  this  city  in  order  to  give,  you  time 
to  prove  the  accufations  you  brought  againft  me, 
of  which  you  were  unable  to  verify  even  one  ; 
there  remains  for  you  now,  Sir,  only  to  give  mc 
an  explanation  of  thefe  iniquitous  proceedings  ; 
you  know  the  kind  of  reparation  I  demand;  you 
wilhed  to  difgrace  me  before  the  face  of  Europe, 
and  it  is  before  the  face  of  Europe  that  I  de- 
mand the  fatisfaction  due  to  me. 

"  I  wait  your  anfwer, 

,c  And  am,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
(Signed)  «  J.   G.   Lisle, 

March  1794.  "  Major." 
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Previous  to  thefe  tranfa&ions  I  had  prevailed 
on  Mrs.  S.  to  leave  Augfburg;  for  as  there 
Teemed  to  me  no  end  to  the  Baron's  fh  filing  and 
chicane,  I  who  was  no  way  verfed  in  fuch  prac- 
tices, was  determined  to  give  him  an  invitation, 
to  finifh  the  affair  a  little  more  in  my  own  way : 
I  was  therefore  anxious  to  remove  her  from  a 
probable  fcene  of  diftrefs.  The  letters  I  fent 
him  certainly  contained  hints  plain  enough  to 
betaken;  as  he,  however,  feemed  very  dull  of 
apprehenlion,  I  determined  to  fpeak  Mill  plain- 
er; but  as  I  found  him  equally  infenfible  to  the 
calls  of  honour,  or  the  flings  of  infult,  and  that 
he  fhrunk  behind  his  diplomacy,  I  left  him,  fully 
fatisfied,  that  his  courage,  his  honefty,  his  ve- 
racity and  his  mpdefty  were  all  upon  a  par. 

As  it  was  evidently  in  vain  to  feek  any  fatis- 
faction  from  fuch  a  character,  beyond  what  I 
had  already  received,  through  the  decree  of  the 
Senate  of  Auglburg,  I  determined  to  give  up 
the  purfuit  ;  I  therefore  fet  out  for  the  Low 
Countries,  leaving  the  Baron,  fufriciently  in- 
cumbered by  the  expences  his  folly  had  incur- 
red, an  object  of  fcorn  and  ridicule  to  all  who 
knew  the  ftory. 

At  Manbeim,  I  found  it  necelfary  to  flop  a 
few  days;  during  which,  as  I  was  not  travelling 
w  ith  my  ufual  fplendor,  I  remained  incog.  On 
my    arrival  in  that  town,  I  was  very  much  fur- 

prifed 
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prifed  to  find  a  guard  placed  upon  me  j  I  natu- 
rally enquired  what  was  thereafon  of  fuch  treat- 
ment, and  was  told  that  it  was  in  confequence  of 
the  conduct  of  the  Dutch  and  Britifh  recruiting 
officers.  Thefe  gentlemen  ufed,  it  feems,  to 
hold  out  fuch  encouragement  to  recruits,  as  the 
Bavarian  troops  could  not  withftand,  but  ufed 
frequently  to  defert  to  enlift  with  them  ;  a  gene- 
ral order  had  therefore  been  given  to  place  a 
guard  on  every  officer  of  either  country  that 
might  arrive  there. 

I  immediately  fent  a  meffage  to  the  Fort 
Major,  to  inform  him,  that  if  he  had  looked  at 
the  report'  I  made  at  the  gate  of  the  town  on 
my  entering,  he  would  have  fcen  that  I  could 
be  by  no  means  looked  upon  as  a  recruiter;  I 
concluded  with  faying,  that  fuch  being  the  cafe, 
I  expected  my  guard  to  be  inftantly  removed. 
As  he  did  not  think  proper  to  fend  me  any  im- 
mediate anfwer,  I  determined  at  once  to  be  re- 
venged on  him,  and  to  remove  this  obnoxious 
attendant;  entering  therefore  into  converfation 
with  my  centinel,  I  prevailed  upon  him  to  de- 
fert, to  which  indeed  he  made  very  little  objec- 
tion, except  the  difficulty  of  getting  away.  This 
was  eafily  obviated,  by  putting  him  into  my 
own  chaife,  in  which  I  fent  him  to  the  adjacent 
town  oiWormS)  where  an  officer  of  my  acquaint- 
ance  lay,  recruiting  for  the  regiment  of  Salm 

then 
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then  in  the  pay  of  Britain.  This  was  a  danger- 
ous bufinefs,  but  the  pleafure  of  outwitting  the 
wife  heads  of  the  place  was  irrefiftible ;  nor  in- 
deed did  any  confiderations  of  danger  ever  pre- 
vent a  plan  I  had  formed. 

In  the  evening,  a  non-commifTioned  officer 
arrived,  with  an  apology  for  not  attending 
earlier  to  my  mefiage,  which  was  owing  to  the 
abfence  of  the  Commandant  of  the  place.  He 
next  enquired  for  the  centinel,  who  was  not  to 
be  found,  and  as  I  could  give  no  account  of 
him,  it  was  immediately  concluded  that  he  had 
defertcd  through  my  pcrfuafions  and  afliftance; 
but  as  the  fecret  lay  between  him  and  me,  it  was 
in  vain  to  make  enquiries. 

J  left  Manbeim  and  patted  through  IVorms, 
where  I  faw  my  deferter  who  had  already  put  on 
the  Britifh  uniform;  but  my  chief  reafon  for 
going  that  way  was  to  folicit  the  protection  of 
that  highly  diftinguifhed  General  Field  Marihal 
MollendorfF,  who  was  in  that  neighbourhood. 
Juft  then  fome  affairs  of  potts  took  place,  not 
far  from  where  I  was;  curiofity  induced  me  to 
become  a  near  fpectator,  in  confequence  of 
which  I  received  a  wound  with  a  bayonet  in  my 
breatt,  which  detained  me  fome  time  at  the 
houfe  of  a  friend  near  Bingen. 

When   I    was  fo  far  recovered  as  to  be  able 

again    to   travel,  I    proceeded    to    Cologne,  and 

thence  to  Aix-Ia-Chapelle. 

At 
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At  Aix-la-Cbapelle,  I  learnt  that  Colonel  S. 
the  hufband  of  the  lady  who  was  with  me  at 
Augfburg,  had  been  vowing  the  direfl:  ven- 
geance againfl  me;  as  foon  as  I  knew  this,  I 
begun  a  very  flricl  fearch  afrer  this  furious  an- 
tagonifl,  but  to  no  purpofe;  the  Colonel  had 
prudence  in  his  anger,  and  very  ftudioufly  avoided 
my  prefence. 

I  then  patted  into  Holland,  where  I  again 
heard  of  this  redoubtable  champion,  who  had 
been  loud  in  his  threats  of  revenge;  but  here  as 
at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  I  could  only  find  the  echot 
for  the  man  was  invifible.  I  had  not  been 
many  days  in  England  before  I  heard  of  the 
fame  threats  of  vengeance;  thus  aggravated  by 
repeated  provocations,  I  determined  to  find 
him  if  poflible,  and  with  this  view  fought  him 
in  every  place  where  he  was  likely  to  be  found; 
I  even  went  to  Meflrs.  Learmonth's  and  Beaz- 
ley's,  in  Parliament-ftreet,  where  he  almofl 
took  up  his  refidence,  and  after  much  conver- 
sation with  thefe  gentlemen,  left  an  open  letter 
for  him,  but  this  was  inefficient  to  bring  him 
forward. 

The  world  will  hereafter  hear  of  this  extra- 
ordinary Colonel  no  more  from  me;  and  if  he 
chufes  to  attack  me  again  with  his  nen,  I  fhall 
refer  them  for  his  veracity  to  Monfteur  de  Calonne, 
and  the  records  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XV. 

The  author's  reafons  for  returning  to  England. — tie 
waits  on  the  Minifiers  with  Jome  propofals  which 
are  rejecled. — Becomes  involved  in  another  mis- 
fortune.— Is  about  to  proceed  to  the  Continent ,  and 
put  back  by  a  form. — Apprehended  and  taken  to 
Bow-ftreet. — Repeated  examinations  there. — Ri- 
diculous charges  made  again  ft  him. — Would  have 
been  dif charged  but  for  Mr.  Flood. — Is  tried 
and  convicledy  but  retains  many  valuable  friends. 
— Mr.  Burke' 's  friendly  interference ,♦  copies  of 
letters  from  him. — Mr.  Bofwellt  with  one  of  his 
letters. — Remarks  of  the  author's  friends. 

A  he  ill  ufage  I  had  received  on  the  lower 
Rhine,  by  the  repetition  of  things,  which  my 
conduct,  during  the  time  I  had  been  with  the 
xirmy,  ought  to  have  cancelled,  had  driven  me 
away;  in  fact,  had  I  been  contented  to  act  lim- 
ply in  the  routine  of  duty,  I  might  have  re- 
mained unnoticed;  but  as  I  had  nothing  to  de- 
pend on  but  my  fword,  and  the  friends  it  might 
gain  me,  I  had  only  to  do  bold  and  daring 
things,  or  to  remain  in  want  and  obfeurity.  I 
had  therefore  on  every  occafion  courted  danger 

and 
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and  exertion;  and  I  had  gained  the  good  opini- 
on of  the  mod  diftinguifhed  Generals,  by 
whofe  friendftiip  (which  I  had  determined  that 
my  conduct  if  poffible  mould  cement,)  I  feem- 
ed  rapidly  mounting  to  honour  and  independ- 
ance.  Then  it  was  that  men  whom  indolence, 
or  fomething  worfe,  prevented  from  following 
my  example,  begun  to  envy  my  fuccefs,  and 
they  determined  by  the  bafeft  arts  to  ruin  the 
man  they  could  not  imitate. 

As  the  Pruflians  had  retired  from  the  field, 
my  hopes  from  that  quarter  were  at  an  end;  but 
as  I  had  received  a  liberal  offer  from  a  Sove- 
reign Prince  of  Germany,  to  raife  men  on  very 
moderate  terms  for  the  Britifh  fervice,  I  found 
it  neceffary  to  repair  to  England  to  , endeavour 
to  conclude  the  bufmefs.  I  laid  my  propofals 
before  the  proper  officer,  but  they  were  not  ac- 
cepted, notwithftanding  I  had  full  *  powers 
(which  are  ftill  in  my  poffeflion,)  to  contract 
for  railing  a  regiment  of  1800  men,  and  my 
zeal  in  a  bufinefs,  which  offered  me  fo  many  ad- 
vantages, could  hardly  be  doubted. 

I  now  come  to  that  part  of  my  hiflory, 
which  has  been  fufficiently  made  the  fubject.  of 
public  (difcuflion,  and  for  which  I  now  am  fuf- 
fering,  how   meritorioufly   let   others   fay.      I 

*  Thofe  papers  are  in  the  hands  of  the  publilher. 
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had  bought  of  a  linen-draper,  near  Welbeck- 
ftreet,  a  quantity  of  cambric  and  other  articles 
for.  which  I  paid  him  ready  money;  on  the 
goods  being  fent  home,  there  appeared  to  be  not 
quite  enough  for  the  purpofe  they  were  intend- 
ed for,  and  I  fome  time  after  went  to  the  fhop 
to  complcat  the  deficiency.  I  had  before  men- 
tioned to  the  (hop-keeper,  that  I  was  about  to 
return  to  the  army,  and  mould  want  fome  linen. 
I  again  mentioned  this  circumftance  to  him,  and 
he  fhewed  me  a  fhirt,  which  he  thought  would 
anfwer  my  purpofe,  but  of  which  fort  he  had 
but  a  very  few  made.  I  propofed  calling  ano- 
ther day,  when  I  mould  .return  to  town  with  a 
perfon  who   was  a  better  judge  than  myfelf  of 

the  value   of  fuch   articles;  but   like   all   other 
♦ 

tradefmen,  anxious  to  fell,  he  requeued  that  I 
mould  take  it  with  me,  and  abfolutely  put  it 
into  my  fervant's  hand  to  carry  home.  If  it 
did  not  meet  with  approbation  I  was  to  return 
it  the  firlt  opportunity,  but  if  it  was  liked  I  was 
to  order  the  quantity  for  which  I  ihould  have 
occafion. 

I  was  taken  ill  very  fhortly  after  this  event, 
and  not  being  able,  on  account  of  various  difap- 
pointments,  to  pay  the  money  for  a  couple 
dozen  fuch  fhirrs,  I  did  not  return;  but  conti- 
nually in  the  hope  that  I  fhould  receive  cafh, 
which  I  had  reafon  to  .expect,   I  delayed    from 

day 
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day  to  day;  but  my  difficulties  encreafed,  and 
amidft  a  multitude  of  troubles,  the  Hurt  was 
totally  forgotten,  and  I  was  again  going  to  join 
the  army  on  the  Upper  Rhine,  once  more  to 
try  my  fortune.  I  had  embarked  on  board  the 
Rheinhaufen,  of  Hamburgh,  in  December  1794; 
but  the  fhip  in  a  tempeft  having  been  drove 
on  more  at  Sheemefs,  and  having  received  much 
damage,   I  came  to  town  till  me  was  repaired. 

On  my  return  to  London,  the  fon  of  an  old 
acquaintance,  who  lent  me  fome  money,  thought 
proper  to  have  me  apprehended;  his  charge 
againfl  me  was  however  laughed  at ;  but  no  fooner 
was  the  matter  known,  than  perfons  who  had 
never  feen  me,  came  to  f wear  to  frauds  commit- 
ted upon  them  by  me.  Among  the  number,  a 
hatter  and  holler,  in  Oxford-Street,  fwore 
pofitively  to  my  having  cheated  him  of  a 
bundle  of  filk  ftockings  and  two  hats.  I  was 
thunder-ftruck  to  hear  fuch  an  accufation,  as  I 
had  never  feen  the  man  before,  and  ftill  more 
when  he  fwore  to  the  14th  of  June.  On  Mr. 
Bond  aiking  him  whether  any  other  perfon  could 
fwear  to  me,  he  produced  his  fhopman  and  an 
apprentice  boy,  both  of  whom  fwore  pofitively 
that  I  was  the  perfon  who  had  defrauded  their 
mafter.  When  I  heard  the  time  alligned  for 
the  tranfadlion,  I  was  perfectly  eafy  as  to  the 
event,,    being   confident   that   I    could   readily 

M  prove 
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prove  my  having  been  upon  the  Rhine  at  that 
time,  and  for  fome  months  after.     Mr.  Bond, 
who  I  believe  was   well   acquainted    with  this 
circumftance,  neverthelefs  ordered    the  people 
of  the  houfe  where  it  was  faid  I  had  lodged,  and 
where  the  goods  had  been  fent,  to  attend ;  they 
did  fo,    together  with  a  hair-dreffer  j  and  all  of 
them  declared  that  I  did  not  in  any  refpect  re- 
ferable the  gentleman  who  had  done  the  bufinefs. 
The  hatter  retired  with  difgrace.  As  I  was  pretty 
warm  with  him,  a  fellow  who  had  come  for  the 
purpofe  of  exhibiting  a  charge  againft  me,  very 
boldly  exclaimed,  "  Don't  be  fo  impudent,  Sir, 
"  you  know  you  robbed  me  the  fame  day!"  but 
no  fooner  did  it  appear,  that  it  was  impolTible  I 
could  have  robbed^  either  of  them,  than  he  alfo, 
hiding  his  head,  fneaked  off. 

Such  tranfactions  ought  to  make  magiftrates 
very  cautious,  how  they  receive  informations 
from  perfons  pretending  to  be  injured;  thepof- 
iibilky  of  miftakes  is  very  great,  and  too  many 
from  an  obftinatc  and  foolifh  pride,  will  fooner 
deprive  their  fellow-creature  of  life  than  acknow- 
ledge an  error.  I  fay  nothing  of  the  vindictive, 
and  cruel,  nor  of  thofe  whofe  trade  is  blood,  and 
who  for  a  little  money,  are  but  too  ready  to  fwear 
what  (though  it  may  be  very  true,)  they  do  not 
know  to  be  fo;  I  fpeak  of  the  good,  and  them  I 
\vifli  to  remember,  that  a  momentary  view  can 

give 
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give  but  a  very  imperfecT  idea  of  a  face,  hardly 
indeed  fo  much  but  that  a  change  of  drefs  will 
efface  it.  In  my  own  cafe,  I  am  convinced  that 
nothing  lefs  than  my  being  able  to  prove  myfelf 
on  the  Continent,  faved  me  from  being  convic- 
ted by  the  hatter;  for  fiich  was  the  power  of 
prejudice  againft  me,  and  fo  positively,  and  fo 
repeatedly  did  he  fwear,  that  a  jury  muft  have 
been  compofed  of  no  ordinary  men  to  have  re- 
filled. 

.  A  thoufand  ridiculous  charges  of  fwindling 
tranfaclions  were  now  brought  forwards  among 
the  moil  laughable  were  the  following: 

Mr.  Strongitbarm,  of  P all-mall y  feal  engraver, 
being  very  fhort,  had  got  himfelf  perched  over 
the  heads  of  the  reft  of  the  affembly,  like  a  cref} 
over  a  coat  of  arms,  and  complained  that  I  had 
defrauded  him.  Mr.  Bond  requefted  to  know 
in  what  manner;  he  faid  I  had  ordered  him  to 
engrave  a  feal,  after  a  drawing  which  I  had  given 
him,  but  had  never  called  for  it,  adding  that  i; 
was  not  quite  finifhed;  Mr.  Bond  advifed  him 
to  go  home  and  finifh  it,  for  that  the  Major 
would  probably  call  for  it.'  A  'Mr.  Warbyrton, 
a  woolen-draper,  in  the  Strand,  likewife 
brought  a  charge  againft  me;  this  heavy  accufa-r 
tion  however  appeared  to  be,  by  his  own  account, 
that  I  had  afked  him  to  give  me  credit,  which 
he  had  refufed ;  but  even  that  was  more  than 
M  2  truth, 
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truth,  .for  I  folcmnly  fwear  I  never  before  faw 
the  man,  nor  ever  was  in  his  houfe. 

But   the  fummit    of  ridicule  was  climbed  by 
Mr.   Clay,    of  Birmingham,    who    bawled    out 
aloud  that  I  had  cheated  him.     Mr.  Bond  im- 
mediately afked  how  I  had  done  it.     Mr.  Clay 
faid  he  held  a  note  of  hand  of  mine,  for,  I  think, 
ten  pounds.     Mr.  Bond  enquired  where  it  was  ? 
At  Birmingham  was  the  reply.     "  What  is  its 
date  ?"     "  About   ten  years."     A  loud  laugh 
immediately  fhook    the   whole   audience,    and 
Mr.    Clay   was  told  that  that  office  was  not  the 
place  to  recover  debts;  befides  that  the  ftatuteof 
limitations  flood  as  an  infuperable  barrier  in  his 
way.     This  was  the  more  malicious  on  the  part 
of  Clay,   owing  to  another   laughable  circum- 
stance.   About  the  time  he  fpoke  to,  I  did  really 
borrow   the  money   of  him,    for  which  I  gave 
him  a  note  payable  at  the  houfe  of  a  very  re- 
sectable gentlemen,  but  whofc  Angularity  of 
name,  gave  rife  to  fufpicions  in  Mr.   Clay's  fa- 
pient  brain.     That  night,  or  the  night  follow- 
ing, there  appeared  in  the  newfpapers,  one  of 
thofc  paragraphs  that  are  calculated  to  fet   the 
world' a  flaring,  (taring  that  a  fraud  on  the  Bank 
to  a  very  large  amount  had    been  committed^ 
and  giving  a  defcription   of  a  perfon,    which, 
nearly' agreed  with   my  own.      Clay   read  this,, 
and  forthwith  went  to  confult  with  a  juftice  of 

the 
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the  peace  in  the  neighbourhood,  by  whofe  ad-' 
vice  and  afliftance  I  was  taken   into  cuftody  at" 
Shrewfbury,  where  they  detained   me  till   they" 
fent  an  exprefs  to  town.     Sir  Sampfon  Wright, 
who  was  then  alive,  on   receipt  of  the  letter  of 
thefe  wife  men,  returned  for  anfuer,    that     ,  x  6  x- 

"   SUCH  CRIME  HAD  BEEN'  COMMITTED,  and  that  " 

"  the  belt  thing  they  could  do  was  to  make  the 
"  matter  up  with  me."  On  account  of  the  civi- 
lities  I  had  received  from  every  rcfpe^lable  in- 
habitant of  Shrewfbury,  I  was  induced  to  drop' 
all  ideas  of  profecuting  Clay  and  the  Juftice,  arid 
contented  myfclf  with  making  them  pay  all  ex~- 
pences  there  and  my  horfes  back  to  town.  I 
further  told  Clay  he  might  burn  my  bill,  for  I 
fhould  never  pay  it;  nor  did  I  hear  of  it  from 
that  day,  until  he  made  as  related  his  fooliih 
harangue  in  Bow-itreet. 

Nothing  of  courfe  could  be  made  of  fuch  fri- 
volous complaints,  and  the  linen-draper,  who  it 
feems  belongs  to  that  mojl  creditable  focietyy  intui- 
tu ted  for  the  profecution  of  /windier s\  (a  term 
unknown  in  the  law  of  England,)  had  applied 
to  the  attorney  of  that  body,  who,  on  thefeventh 
or  eighth '  time  that  I  went  up  to  the  police, 
office,  fent  his  clerk  with  a  letter  to  the  magi- 
strate. This  letter  was  read  and  ftated,  that 
after  the  maturefi:  deliberation,  he  could  not 
make  any  thing  but  a  debt  of  the  tranfaciion, 
M  3  and 
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and  therefore  he  fhould  not  proceed  further, 
nor  would  the  linen-draper  appear  again  at  the 
office. 

I  now  thought  myfclf  on  the  eve  of  liberty, 
when  that  active  magijirate,  Mr.  Flood,  who 
had  no  concern  at  all  in  the  bufinefs,  being 
merely*  fpectator,  infifted  that  I  fhould  be  fully 
committed;  he  maintained  that  if  my  former 
conviction  was  juft,  (a  point  on  which  even  yet 
lawyers  are  by  no  means  unanimous,)  then  the 
prefent  cafe  muft  be  felony  ;  he  further, directed 
that  the  linen-draper  fhould  draw  up  his  cafe, 
and  lay  it  before  Mr.  Sylvefter,  for  his  opinion  j 
in  the  mean  while  I  was  remanded  for  another 
hearing.  The  next  day  Mr.  Bond  fat  at  the 
office;  I  was  brought  up,  and  Mr.  Sylvefter's 
opinion  upon  the  new  ftatement,  which  the 
linen-draper  had  made  out  to  lay  before  him, 
was,  that  the  tranfaftion  was  felonious,  of  courfe 
I  was  fully  committed  for  trial. 

My  trial  is  yet  recent  in  the  memory  of  all 
the  world  ;  how  my  obtaining  the  fhirt  as  rela- 
ted, and  as  it  appeared  in  evidence,  could  be  a 
theft,  I  leave  to  that  world  to  judge  ;  but  fo  it 
was  called,  and  the  jury  by  their  fecond  verdict 
found  me  guilty. 

As  every  one  who  knew  my  cafe,  thought  it 
(to  fay  no  worfe  of  it,'  extremely  hard,  I  with 
the  more  confidence  applied  to  my  friends,  who 

in 
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in  their  turn  left  nothing  undone  to  ferve  me. 
Among  other  diftinguifhed  characters,  the  late 
celebrated  Mr.  Burke  took  amazing  pains  to 
do  away  or  mitigate  my  fentence.  At  firft  in- 
deed, before  he  knew  my  real  conduct,  he  was 
not  totally  free  from  that  univerfal  prejudice 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  minds  of  almoft 
all  the  world  ;  but  his  fentiments  will  be  much 
better  known  from  his  own  words,  than  from 
any  defcripti  :.  of  mine.  In  mort,  Mr.  Burke 
writing  coolly  and  difpaflionately  on  any  fubjeel, 
muft  be  read  with  pleafure  by  all  mankind,  and 
I  therefore  cannot  conceal  this  letter,  though 
not  favourable  to  myfelf,  from  my  readers. 

(COPY.) 

From  the  Ri^ht  Honour  all e  Edm.  Burke, 
'To  I.  E.  Devereux,  Efq. 

3  St  St*  James's- PI  ace,  London. 

41  October  the  iqtb,  1795. 
u  Dear  Sir, 

,f  I  do  full  juftice  to  the  prin- 
r-  ciples  of  humanity,  which  induce  you  to  take 
V  an  intereft  in  the  fate  of  Mr.  Scmple.  There  are 
"  circumftances  of  companion  in  his  hiftory,  that 
•*  would  induce  one  to  wifh  that  the  fe  verity.. 
"  of  the  law  was  not  to  take  place,  with  regard 
M  4  "  tG 
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'*  to  that  unfortunate  gentleman.  Hadthejudg- 
•"  ment  been  capital,  I  mould  take  a  warm  part 
ft  for  its  mitigation.  But  I  have  very  different 
"  fentiments  with  regard  to  tranfportation.  A 
H  perfon  without  fortune  or  profefiion,  and  who 
"  has  the  misfortune,  by  the  fentence  of  a  court 
"  of  juftice,  to  lofe  his  reputation,  cannot  pdfc 
"  fibly  live  but  by  a  repetition  of  the  fame,  or 
"  fimilar  practices  to  thofe,  which  have  firft 
"  brought  him  into  his  difficulties  I  venture  to 
"  fay  that  it  is  nothing  at  all  fhort  of  a  moral  im- 
*f  poffibility  he  fhould.  Now,  I  fubmit  it  to  your 
<f  very  good  CcnCey  whether,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  the 
"  very  worfl:  fort  of  punifhment,  and  that  which 
"  admits  no  hope  on  this  fide  of  the  grave,  does 
"  not  become  an  event  very  much  to  be  appre- 
"  hended;  and  whether  you  or  I  would  like 
<f  hereafter,  to  confider  ourfelves  by  an  ill  under- 
<c  ftood  lenity,  to  be  the  means  of  his  lofing  his 
"  life  with  aggravated  difgrace  to  himfelf  and 
"  to  his  family  ?  For  my  own  part  I  look  upon 
"  tranfportation,  to  be,  without  queftion,  an 
"  unpleafant  remedy;  but  ftill  a  remedy  in  a  def- 
•*  peratedifeafe.  He  goes  to  a  place  where  he  is 
"  notopprefTed  by  the  judgment  he  has  fuffered  ; 
a  and  where  none  but  honeft  ways  of  life  are 
"  open  to  him.  The  climate  is  good,  the  foil  is 
'•  not  unfavourable.  There  is  even  fome  choice 
(t  in  the  fociety.   God  knows  that  they  who  have 

w  fuffered. 
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"  fuflered,  and  even  dcfervcdly  fuftered,  by  the 
"  fentence  of  the  law,  are  very  far  from  the 
<c  worfl:  or  mod  difagrecable  men  in  the  world. 
<c  I  allure  you  that  ir  I  were  to  fall  into  a  mis- 
"  fortune  of  this  fort,  and  to  have  youth  and 
"  vigour  of  body  and  mind  ;  I  lhould  think 
ct  this  change  of  place  to  be  a  thing  to  be  dc- 
€(  fired,  not  munned.  If  I  were  a  friend  of  Mr. 
"  Semple,  I  would  ofcourfe  advife  him,  after 
*'  humbling  himfelf  before  God,  to  look  re fo- 
<f  hit ely  on  all,  in  this  kind,  that  man  can  do  to 
"  him.  He  is  a  military  man.  Let  him  encoun- 
"  ter  his  ill-fortune  bravely,  and  refolve  to  db- 
"  tain  by  his  fortitude  and  future  integrity,  the 
"  eftecm  of  all'thinking  and  worthy  minds.  He 
<f  has  no  lofs  at  all  in  lofing  a  country  where 
Cf  he  has  loft  his  place  in  fociety  ;  and  as  to 
i(  tranfportation  to  any  other  country  in  Europe 
<f  or  America,  the  Englifh  newfpapers,  among 
<c  the  infinite  evils  they  produce,  fpread  fuch 
"  things  as  thofe  that  relate  to  him  into  every 
<c  quarter,  and  never  fuffer  a  man  to  recover 
<(  his  reputation.  If  I  cannot  give  my  aflift- 
cf  ance  to  this  poor  gentleman's  releafc,  it  U 
"  upon  motives  of  good  will  to  him  to  the  bed 
**  of  my  weak  judgment ;  bur  if  his  powerful 
"  relations,  or  others  who  are  his  friends,  and 
"  difpofed  to  companion  towards  him,  will  con- 
"  tribute  to  the  alleviation  of  his   circumftan- 

<r    CCS, 
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**  ces,  you  fhall  command  my  mite  in  the  con- 
•*  tribution ;  and  I  fliall  ufe  my  bed  intereft  with 
•'  Mr.  King,  that  Mr.  Semple  may  be  recom- 
*c  mended  to  the  Governor  of  the  Colony,  for 
"  every  fort  of  attention  to  his  perfon  and  his 
"  eftabliihment.  I  wait  your  commands. 

"  And  am,  &c/» 

After  the  receipt  of  this,  I  laid  my  creden- 
tials of  fervice  before  this  great  and  good  man, 
and  thefe  foon  infpired  him  with  far  other  {cn^ 
timents.  .  He  now  no  longer  confidered  me  as 
the  defperate  depredator,  but  as  (if  I  know  my- 
felf,  I  really  am)  a  man  mifguided  by  violent 
mfTions,  who  had  done  wrong,  but  who  never 
laid  any  premeditated  fchemes  to  deceive. 

ImprefTed  with  thefe  fentiments,  he  wrote  a 
very  warm  letter  to  John  King,  Efq.  one  of  his 
Majefty's  Under  Secretaries  of  State  ;  which  he 
had  the  politenefs  to  fend  to  me  under  a  flying 
feal  to  perufe,  and  to  forward.  I  now  lay  it 
before  my  readers  ;  and  if  the  former  exhibits 
all  the  placed  benevolence,  this  latter  glows 
with  all  the  fire  of  Burke. 


(COPY.) 
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(COPY.) 

From  the  Right  Honouralle  Edmund   Burke, 
To  J  o  h  n  King,  Efq.  Under  Secretary  of  State. 

t{  My  dear  King, 

"  I  send  you  a  letter  I  received  juft 
!f  now,  which  is  written  to  a  very  much  refpedc- 
ef  ed  friend  of  mine,  by  the  unfortunate  Major 
"  Semple  ;  it  is  attended  with  feveral  documents 
tc  tending  to  (hew,  what  I  bdieve  is  extremely 
"  true,  that  this  unhappy  gentleman  fo  conduct- 
"  ed  himfelf  abroad  as  to  obtain  no  fmall  degree 
"  of  confideration.    You   will  be  fo  good  as  to 
"  prefent  thofe  papers  with  my  moft  refpeclful 
"  and  affectionate  compliments  to  the  Duke  of 
"  Portland  ;   and  you  will,  I  am  fure,   yourfelf 
"  warmly  recommend  them  to  his  Grace's  moft 
"  ferious  confideration,  fo  as  to  obtain  a  refpite 
"  of  the  fentence 'till  the  next  embarkation,  and 
"  until  the  full  extent  and  true  nature  of  the  of- 
"  fences  are  afcertained,  and  compared  with  the 
"  rigour  of  the  fentence.     If  one  great  object 
"  of  criminal  juftice,  that  is,  the  removal  of  the 
"  offender  from  the  fphere  of  his  offences,   his 
"  habits,  and  his  temptations,  is  obtained,  every 
94  rational  as  well  as  every  humane  perfon  would 
<c  wifh  him  every  means  of  becoming  of  ufe  in 
M  fome   quarter  of  the  globe,  where,   far  from 

°  being 
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"  being  noxious,  he  might  be  ufefully  and  ho- 
"  nourably  employed. 

"  You  are  yourfclf  a  lawyer;  you  well  remem- 
"  bcr  your  friend,  my  late  brother ;  you  know 
"  that  no  man   had  a  clearer  head,    or  a  more 
rc  upright  heart.  He  had,  as  Recorder  of  Briftol, 
"  a  good  deal  of  experience  in  the  criminal  law  ; 
f<  and  I  verily  believe   a  better  criminal  judge 
<f  never  did  exift.     I  have  often  heard  him  ex- 
<f  patiate  with  no  fmall  indignation  againft  the 
<f  confuiion  which  began   to  prevail  in  the  cri- 
*f  minal  jurifprudencc,  by  which  the  diftinetivc 
rf  lines  of  offences  were  effaced,  or  at  leafr.  rcn- 
"  dered  mifchievoufly  uncertain.  The  confufion 
"  of  fraud  with  felony  (a  new  practice)  he  held 
n  to  be  highly  pernicious  ;  and  for  one  I  look 
"  upon  it  with  horror.    By  this  means  men  are 
<c  entrapped  by  the   law  itfelf.     The  law  ought 
<f  as  religidufly  to  prevent  one  crime  being  pu- 
rt  nifhed  as  another,  as  it   ought  to   fave  inno- 
"  cence  from  being  punifhed  at  all.   The  law 
'f  itfelf  getting  into   this  crookednefs  becomes 
"  the  fwindlcr,  and  gets  the  blood  of  men  under 
*f  falfe  pretences,  much  worfe   is  it  than  under 
"  falfe  pretences  obtaining  their  money. 

"  On  this  head,  I  will  fay  no  more  juft  now 
"  than  this,  that  when  the  law  (if  it  be  law  or 
"  can  be  law)  is  fo  very  vicious;  the  mitigating 
"  power  of  the  Crown,  cannot  be  fo  well  em- 
ff  ployed  as  in  preventing  its  having  its  worft: 
"  effects. 

,f  I  once 
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**  I  once  more  molt  humbly  andearneftly  re- 
"  queft  that  this  matter  may  be  left  open  to  the 
."  matureft  coniideration.  I  fhall  be  muchobli- 
"  ged  to  you  for  your  good  offices  on  the  oc- 
"  cafion,  and  am  always,  with  molt  fincere  re- 
/'  fpect   and  affection, 

"  My  dear  King, 

"  Your  molt  faithful, 

"  And  obedient  humble  Servant, 
Beaconsfield, 
OaobenUb  1795.  "  Edmund  Burke." 

"  You  will  he  pleafcd  to  return  his  papers,  to  the  un- 
"  fortunate  Mr.  Semple  after  you  have  "made,  ufe 
'*  of  them  ;  there  are  eight  pieces." 

Among  the  number  of  thofe  refpectable  per- 
fons,  who  applied  in  my  behalf  to  thofe  in 
power,  I  cannot  but  mentionjames  Bofwell,  Efq. 
the  intimate  friend  of  the  great  Dr.  Johnfton. 
Pie  prefented  a  petition  from  me,  and  not  re- 
ceiving any  anfwer,  he  called  at  the  Secretary 
of  State's  Office,  where  he  left  a  letter,  of  which 
he  inclofed  me  a  copy,   in  thefe  words : 

cf  To  John  King,  Efq.  Under  Secretary  of  State. 

"  Sir, 

M  I  left   at  your  houfe  on  Sun- 
"  day  night  a    Petition   from    Major    Semple 

"  Lille, 
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•r  Lifie,  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  which  you 
rr  had  been  (o  good  as  to  fay  you  would  deliver ; 
,r  and  I  wrote  on  Monday  to  his  Grace  refpect- 
€t  ing  a  fhort  audience,  as  from  my  having  fecn 
""  the  unhappy  man's  papers  while  he  was  laft 
f  upon  the  Continent.  I  could  enforce  his  ap-, 
rc  plication  for  the  royal  mercy,which  he  folicits, 
"  on  condition  of  his  tranfporting  himfelf  for 
€C  ever,  inftead  of  being-  tranfported  for  {even. 
<e  years;  by  which  commutation  the  public 
90  would  be  a  gainer. 

<c  Having  as  yet  heard  nothing  on  the  fubject 
rr  from  his  Grace  or  yourfeif,  Sir,  may  I  beg  to 
<c  be  favoured  with  a  line,  to  inform  me  whether 
<c  hopes  of  fuccefs  may  be  entertained  ;  and  that 
'f  you  will  bepleafed  to  contribute  your  humane 
<e  influence. 

«  I  am,  Sir, 

M  Your  moft  obedient 

"  Humble  fervant.'* 

Secretary  of  State's  OJfice, 
FiUDAY,  Apul  \otb  1795. 

Thefe  letters  I  have  inferted,  not  becaufe 
Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Bofwell  were  the  only  gen- 
tlemen of  diftinction,  who  interefted  themfelvcs 
for  me  ;  but  becaufe  they  are  characters  oflfuch 
celebrity  and  genius,  that  had  my  crimes  been 

fuch 
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fuch  as  the  world  has  been  taught  to  believe, 
they  muft  have  feen  them  and  defpifed  me. 
Their  friendfhip  is  my  greateft  honour,  next 
to  that  of  the  diftinguifhed  Generals,  under 
whom  I  fcrved  on  the  Continent ;  and  I  am 
happy  to  fay,  that  I  have  not  yet  found  one 
enemy  among  thofe  whofe  friendfhip  was  worth 
the  acceptance. 


CHAP.     XVI> 

The  author  remains  two  years  a  prifoner  in  Newgate. 
— Begins  to  entertain  hopes  that  he  will  not  be 
fent  away. — The  Jheriffs  attempt  to  fend  him  away 
in  an  abrupt  manner. — His  defpair  and  its  cmfe- 
quences.— Reflexions  on  this  action,  and  the  con- 
duct of  the  Jheriffs. — Sent  down  to  P or  tf mouth. — 
Receives  the  kindefi  treatment  from  Mr.  Dynet 
contractor  for  tranf ports. — Embarks  on  board  the 
Lady  Shore. — Finds  the  fhip  in  a  fate  of  mutiny. 
. — Different  injiances  of  the  mutinous  behaviour  of 
the  foldiers  of  the  New  S.  Wales  corps.— Pu- 
fdlanimity  of  their  officers. 

1   had  remained   a  prifoner,  in  Newgate,  on 
what  is  called  the  ftate  fide,  where  I  enjoyed  an 

apartment 
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apartment  to  myfelf,  upwards  of  two  years  j 
during  which  time,  many  of  the  mod  diftin- 
guifhed  characters  had,  as  I  have  already  Hated, 
done  every  thing  they  could  to  foften  the  rigour 
of  my  fentence.  Though  I  had  received  many 
afTurances,  that  there  was  no  intention  offend- 
ing me  from  that  jail,  ftill,  whenever  I  heard 
of  the  fheriffs  having  obtained  an  order  for  the 
removal  of  prifoners  to  the  hulks,  1  naturally 
felt  myfelf  uneafy,  and  renewed  my  applications; 
the  anfvvcrs  I  received  were  of  the  fame  tenor, 
till  my  fears  gradually  fubiided,  and  I  conclu- 
ded, that  fhould  his  Majcfty's  minifiers  in  the 
end  determine  to  fend  me  abroad,  they  would 
at  leaft  fuffer  me  to  remain  where  I  was,  until 
the  (hip  in  which  it  was  meant  I  fhould  embark, 
fhould  be  ready  for  fea ;  and  that  after  having 
been  fo  long  detained,  fome  fhort  notice  of  my 
departure  would  be  given  me.  .  How  much  rea- 
fon  I  had  for  my  opinion,  may  be  feen  by  the 
following  extract  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Kirby, 
keeper  of  Newgate,  a  gentleman  to  whofe  huma- 
nity I  have  the  higheft  obligations  : 

"Major  Semple  Lisle," 

**********  Can  you  fuppofe 
<f  any  event  hoftile  to  your  feelings  Ihould  take 
"  place,  after  what  I  have  faid  to  you,  and  I  not 
"  inform  you?  no,  be  allured  you  arefecure — I 

"  need 
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**  heed  fay  no  more,  you  will  reft  fatisfied  till  I 
■  fee  you. 

j.  K." 

Early  in  the  month  of  December,  the  fherifts 
had  obtained  an  order,  fuch  as  is  ordinarily 
given  twice  or  thrice  a  year,  for  the  removal  of 
convicts,  in  which  it  would  appear,  they  were 
determined  to  include  me,  though  they  kept 
their  intentions  a  fecret.  One  evening  as  I  was 
Kitting  in  my  room,  one  of  the  turn-keys  came 
and  told  me  that  a  gentleman  who  did  not  wifh 
to  come  in,  deiired  to  fpeak  to  me  in  the  lodge. 
As  this  had  more  than  once  been  the  cafe,  I 
went  without  delay,  in  my  flippers,  and  without 
a  hat ;  but  immediately  found  myfelf  furrounded 
by  the  officers  of  the  place,  who,  fhewing  me  a 
coach  then  at  the  door,  told  me  I  was  going 
immediately  into  the  country.  I  however  found 
the  way  back  to  my  room;  Mr.  Kirby,  junior, 
and  two  of  the  turn-keys,  who  had  ever  behaved 
to  me  with  the  greateft  kindnefs,  followed  me. 
I  was  now  driven  to  diftradtion,  but  though  en- 
raged to  the  higheft  pitch  of  madnefs,  I  could 
not  raife  my  hand  againft  thofe  from  whom  I 
had  experienced  nothing  but  friendfhip.  I  was 
befides  unarmed ;  but  in  my  frenzy,  I  matched 
up  a  round  pointed  breakfaft  knife,  with  which 
I  made  a  blow  at  my  bread-   I  (truck  too  high, 

N  and 
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and  the  knife  would  not  enter ;  but  I  repeated 
the  ftroke  lower  down,  and  plunged  it  to  the 
handle  in  my  body.  Thofe  about  me  were 
mocked  and  aftonifhed,  and  feemed  incapable 
of  thought  or  action,  till  Mr.  Kirby  drew  the 
knife  from  my  bread,  and  I  deiired  them  to 
help  me  off  with  my  coat,  which  being  done,  I 
calmly  laid  down. 

I  by  no  means  intend  tojuftify  the  violent  act 
I  committed,  but  I  was  driven  to  defpair,  by 
the  unaccountable  conduct  of  the  fhcriffs.  It 
feems  they  have  the  privilege  of  JeleRing  the 
perfons,  who  are  to  compofe  the  number  or- 
dered by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  be  fent  off; 
and  for  reafons  which  are  yet  unknown  to  me, 
they  had  refolved  not  only  to  fend  me  away,  but 
to  take  me  unwares  in  the  lingular  manner  I 
have  already  defcribed.  To  take  me  unawares, 
>vas  the  only  method  in  their  power  to  diftrefs 
me ;  and  of  this  they  determined  to  profit,  well 
knowing  that  from  my  exteniivecorrefpondence 
with  the  moft  diftinguifhed  perfons  at  home, 
and  on  the  Continent,  I  mult,  if  taken  by  fur- 
prife,  leave  many  papers  which  I  highly  efteem- 
ed  at  their  mercy.  I  muft  befides  be  unpro- 
vided with  fo  much  as  a  change  of  linen,  till 
their  great  humanity  might  be  pleafed  to  order 
me  fome  of  my  own  little  (lock.  But  above  all, 
they  well  knew  that  I  mult  leave  thofe  who  are 

dearer" 
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deafer  to  me  than  life  j  and  that  to  be  thus  torn 
from  them, without  even  an  Adieu!  was  the  fe- 
vereft  blow  they  could  inflict. 

The  pretext,  and  it  is  a  mere  pretext,  for  thefe 
fudden  removals,  is,  that  the  convicts  are  riot- 
ous and  diforderly  when  about  to  be  fent  off; 
this  is  true  in  the  crouded  part  of  the  prifon, 
where  the  poor  wretches  are,  zvithout  a  moment's 
warning,  azvaked  out  of  their  Jleep  in  the  dead  of 
nightt  and  hurried  off.  They  then  are  apt  to 
break  the  few  trifling  utenfils  they  have  got,  and 
to  make  much  noife ;  but  when  they  have  had 
previous  notice,  I  have  Ccca  them  go  away 
peaceably  and  quietly,  without  making  any  dif- 
turbance.  But  this  did  not  even  furnifh  a  rea- 
fon  in  my  cafe,  as  I  was  neither  in  a  crouded 
part  of  the  prifon,  nor  had  any  communication 
whatever  with  thofe  under  fuch  fentences  as  my- 
felf.  Belides,  the  iherifFs  ought  to  have  con- 
fidered,  that  though  I  was  all  fubmiftion  to  the 
fentence  of  the  law,  I  was  not  to  be  intimidated, 
and  that  it  was  poflible  to  drive  even  men  of 
the  mildeft  temper  to  acts  of  madnefs  by  unne- 
cessary feverity.  Of  this  rhey  would  have  been 
fatisfied,  had  they  been  prefent  when  their  man- 
date was  announced  to  me. 

I  mould  by  no  means  have  felt  the  leaft  re- 

fentment  againft  the  fheriffs,  for  having  in  my 

turn  fent  me  away,  but  that  turn  had  paffed  for 

N  2  twelve 


l80  THE     LIFE     OF 

twelve  months  and  more;  and  it  may  be  feeil 
from  Mr.  Kirby's  note,  that  I  had  no  reafon  to 
think  that  I  fiiould  be  hurried  off  without  time- 
ly notice.  I  had  even  much  higher  authority, 
which  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  give  up,  for  be~ 
lieving  that  it  was  not  the  intent  of  government 
that  I  mould  go  at  all ;  indeed  his  Majelty's 
Minifters  feemed  inclined  to  take  into  confider- 
ation  the  blood  I  hadfpilt  for  my  country,  and 
make  fome  allowance  on  that  account.  This 
their  liberal  conduct  towards  me,  determined 
mine  in  the  hour  of  danger,  when  the  mutineers 
feized  the  fhip,  and  when  my  refiftance  was 
firm,  but  rendered  ineffectual  by  the  inaftion  of 
the  officers  of  the  troops.  Whether  however 
circumftances  might  afterwards  have  induced 
them  to  fend  me  away,  I  cannot  with  abfolute 
certainty  determine ;  but  I  am  confident  they 
would  have  fent  me  immediately  to  the  fhip, 
and  they  would  have  given  me  fufticient  notice, 
to  make  the  neceffary  preparations  for  fo  long  a 
voyage,  and  this  was  all  I  had  defired !  But 
the  be?ievole?tt  Jbcriffs, 


would  have  fuppofed 

themfelves  degraded  by  a  generous  or  humane 
acT: ;  and,  I  dare  fay,  would  have  thought  it 
rare  fun  to  fend  a  gentleman  to  the  hulks, 

I  remained  without  any  further  interruption, 
till,  I  think,  about  the  end  of  February,  when, 

after 
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after  a  notice  given  me  of  fome  days,  I  was  re- 
moved to  Portfmouth,  after  having  received 
marks  of  the  moft  humane  attention  from  fome 
of  the  firft  perfons  in  the  kingdom.  On  my 
arrival,  I  experienced  the  utmoft  exertions  of 
humanity  from  that  moft  worthy  character, 
Mr.  Dyne,  the  contractor  for  tranfports,  to 
whofecare  I  was  configned;  that  gentleman,  far 
from  wimingto  add  to  my  fufferings,  did  every 
thing  he  could  to  alleviate  them.  Inftead  of 
being  fent  on  board  a  hulk,  I  was  put  on 
board,  what  is  called,  the  hofpital  fhip,  where  I 
had  a  cabin  to  myfelf,  and  every  accommoda- 
tion I  could  wifh;  and  here  I  remained  till  the 
.ady  Shore  came  round  from  the  river. 
When  I  went  on  board  the  Lady  Shore,  I 
found  fome  perfons,  whom  by  their  drefs,  I 
fhould  have  fuppofed  to  be  foldiers ;  but  their 
diforderly  and  mutinous  behaviour  foon  con- 
vinced me,  that  whatever  they  might  be  called, 
they  were  in  fact  moft  daring  mutineers.  I  had 
not  indeed  been  many  hours  on  board,  when  a 
fcene  Jprefented  itfelf,  which  ought  to  have 
warned  any  officer  of  his  danger.  Though  the 
Britifh  fleet  laying  clofe  to  us,  was  then  in  a 
ftate  of  open  rebellion,  the  whole  of  the  officers 
of  the  New  South  Wales  corps  went  on  fhore, 
and  left  the  charge  of  the  detachment,  I  think, 
74  in  number,  to  a  Serjeant  of  the  name  of 
N  3  Hughes; 
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Hughes  ;  in  their  abfence,  Hughes  thought  pro- 
per to  go  on  (hore  too,  and  when  the  officers 
returned,  was  not  come  on  board.  When  they 
came,  which  they  did  all  together,  the  Com- 
mander enquired  for  him,  and  before  an  anfwer 
was  well  given,  he  appeared  along  fide  in  a 
boat.  The  commanding  officer  in  perfon,  or- 
dered him  on  board,  to  which  he  replied,  he 
would  not  come  till  he  hadjeen  his  goods  out  of  the 
boat.  The  officer  repeated  his  commands,  and 
Hughes  replied  in  a  language  which  I  will  not 
repeat ;  ftrange  to  tell,  the  officer  calmly  walk- 
ed into  his  cabin,  without  taking  the  leaf):  no- 
tice of  the  infult. 

The  fame  day,  if  I  recollect  well,  Sir  Jerome 
Fitzpatrick  came  on  board,  and  to  him  I  re- 
lated the  ftory,  as  I  was  even  then  convinced 
that  the  (hip  muft  fall  a  victim  to  mutiny;  it 
was  not  however  iii  Sir  Jerome's  province,  who 
having  introduced  and  recommended  me  to  the 
officers,  took  leave. 

The  mutiny  then  raging  on  board  his  Majes- 
ty's (hips,  by  which  we  were  furrounded,  was, 
I  fuppofe,  the  reafon  why  we  were  ordered  to 
fail  in  an  unufual  hurry,  and  with  the  Weft> 
inftead  of  the  Enft.  India  convoy.  Of  the  mu- 
tinous Mate  of  the  (hip,  let  the  concurrence  of 
Mr.  Black,  our  purler,  bear  teftimony  with 
me;  that  gentleman,  in  a  letter  to  his  father, 

dated 
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dated  May  ift,  1797,  and  which  has  fince  been 
publifhed,  fays, 

,c  I  fmcerely  wifh  (as  do  all  the  fhip's  com- 
"  pany,)  that  we  were  now  laying  at  Port- 
"  Jackfon,  delivering  our  precious  cargo,  inltead 
"  of  Torbay ;  for  the  foldiers  are  the  moft  dif- 
**  agreeable,  mutinous  fet  of  villains  that  ever 
<f  entered  into  a  ihip. — Two  of  the  ftrjeants 
"  behaved  fo  ill,  that  Captain  Willcocks  was 
u  obliged  to  infift  upon  their  commanding  offi- 
cer confining  them  in  irons;  for  they  have 
tc  their  own  officers  on  board,  and  the  Captain 
and  officers  of  the  fhip  have  no  power  over 
them.  Major  Semple  is  a  quiet  kind  of  a  man, 
*'  and  I  have  no  doubt  will  behave  like  a  gen- 
tleman and  give  is  no  trouble. — He  wasfome 
days  fince  applied  to  by  two  of  the  villains, 
to  know  if  he  would  head  them  in  an  attempt 
to  feize  the  fhip  after  they  fhould  get  well  out 
to  fea,  and  had  left  the  convoy;  one  of  them 
"  at  the  fame  time  telling  him,  this  was  the 
"  eighth  time  he  had  embarked  for  Botany  Bay 
"  without  reaching  it ;  and  he  was  determined  he 
"  would  not  this  time;  and  that  he  was  fent  on 
•'  board  by  force  from  a  Police  Office.  This 
"  WM  immediately  reported  to  the  officers  of 
"  the  ihip  by  Semple;  in  confequence  of  which 
"  the  foldiers  vow  vengeance  againft  him, 
N  4  "threatening 
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,c  threatening  to  throw  him  over  board  the'  firft 
"  opportunity." 

In  confequence  of  thefe  riotous  proceedings, 
an  order  was  given  that  none  of  the  foldiers, 
but  thofe  on  duty,  (hould  come  on  the  quarter- 
deck. The  day  following,  Hughes,  the  Ser- 
jeant, attempted  to  violate  this  order,  which  the 
fentry  would  not  permit,  and  told  him  the  rea- 
fon  why  he  could  not ;  with  which  indeed  the 
^Serjeant  mud  neceflarily  have  been  acquainted. 
He  then  requefted  to  pafs  the  deck,  to  go  down 
to  the  commanding  officer's  cabin,  to  have  the 
order  repealed ;  not  being  able  to  obtain  this 
repeal,  he  came  up  again,  threatening  and  ma- 
king his  hand  in  the  firlt.  mate's  face,  who  then, 
in  the  abfence  of  the  Captain,  commanded  th'e; 
fhip.  Continuing  his  infolence,  the  mate  went 
into  his  cabin  and  put  on  a  dirk;  when  Hughes 
faw  this,  he  went  below,  faying,  that  he  had  a 
longer  fword,  and  was  coming  again  upon  deck 
with  it  drawn,  and  had  I  not  guarded  the  hatch- 
way, he  certainly  meant  to  have  attacked  and 
murdered  the  Chief  Mate.  This  as  well  as  the 
former  acts  of  mutiny  patted  unnoticed  by  ths 
officers  of  the  detachment. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XVII. 

Mutinous  proceedings  at  Port/mouth. — The  Chief 
Mate  makes  a  complaint  to  General  Pitt. 
— Sail  for  Torbay. — The  mutineers  dijlurb  the 
Captain  in  muftering  his  men- — Captain  IVilcocks 
complains  to  General  Fox,  who  tranfmits  his  let* 
ter  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. — Lieutenant  Colonel 
Qrofe,  the  Commander  of  the  New  South  Wales 
corps,  fent  to  infpetl  them. — The  Jbips  receive 
damage  from  a  florm,  and  are  obliged  to  go  into 
harbour. — The  Lady  Shore  fails  after  the  Captain 
bad  addtejfed  the  Minijler  on  the  filiation  of  the 
troops,  to  which  the  author  alfo  added  his  tefli- 
mony. — The  troops  increafe  in  mutiny  and  difobc- 
dience, 

1  he  fhort  time  we  remained  at  Portfmouth 
was  fufficient  to  demonftratc,  that  the  officers 
entrufted  with  the  charge  of  the  New  South 
Wales  Corps,  were  inadequate  to  their  duty. 
I  intimated  as  much  before  we  weighed  anchor 
to  feveral  perfons  of  refpectability ;  and  the 
Chief  Mate  of  the  fhip  (who  commanded  in  the 
place  of  Captain  Wilcocks,  thenabfentj  com- 
plained to  General  Pitt,  in  confequence  of  the 
attack  by  Serjeant  Hughes,  which  I  mentioned 

in 
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in  the  Iaft  chapter.  This  complaint  was  ren- 
dered ineffectual,  by  our  being  ordered  to  fail 
in  about  12  hours  after  it  was  lodged  ;  fo  that 
the  General  had  not  time  to  punifh  the  muti- 
neer, cr  enquire  into  the  merits  of  the  cafe. 

We  had  not  many  hours  left  Portfmouth,  till 
our  convoy  made  a  fignal  for  the  fleet  to  difperfe, 
and  to  rendezvous  at  Torbay,  according  to  our 
orders.  While  we  were  fleering  for  that  port, 
Captain  Wilcocks  fufpecting  that  the  reafon  of 
the  iignal  being  made^might  be  the  approach 
of  fome  enemies  fhips,  and  his  men  not  having 
been  appointed  to  their  quarters,  he  ordered 
them  to  be  muttered.  He  was  in  the  act  of  telling 
them  off,  when  a  number  of  foldiers  furround- 
ed  him,  and  drowned  his  voice  by  their  noife  ; 
he  defired  them  to  go  forward,  and  not  difturb 
him  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  on  the  quarter- 
deck ;  but  they  replied  that  they  would  Jtay  where 
they  were.  He  then  made  application  to  Enfign 
Minchin,  who  prevailed  upon  the  foldiers  to 
deiift,  and  fuffer  the  Captain  to  continue  his  bu- 
finefs  for  the  moment  in  peace ;  no  other  pu- 
niihment  however  was  inflicted,  though  we  were 
foon  in  harbour,  than  laying  one  man  under 
arreit  for  the  evening. 

How   far  fuch  conduct  was  likely    to   flifle 
mutiny  I  ihall  not  fay  ;   but  when    I   remark 
that  the  foldiers  on  board  were  a  mixture  of  fo- 
reigners 
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reigners  and  criminals,  enlifted  from  jails,  and 
induced  to  enter  for  fear  of  worfe  confequences, 
the  due  recompenfe  of  their  crimes,  I  think  my 
readers  will  agree  with  me,  that  the  reins  of  disci- 
pline ought  to  have  been  held  with  a  (tronghand. 

A  continuation  of  mutinous  behaviour,  eve- 
ry day  more  daring  and  aggravated,  obliged 
CaptainWilcocks  to  addrefs  Major  General  Fox, 
who  had  fent  the  detachment  on  board. 

As  the  orders  which  the  General  had  fent  on 
board,  were  excellently  well  calculated  for  the 
fafety  of  the  fhip,  and  the  regulation  of  the 
troops  j  thefe  flagrant  acts  of  mutiny  induced 
him  to  acquaint  the  Duke  of  Portland  with 
Captain  Wilcocks's  letter ;  a  written  declaration, 
alluded  to  in  Mr.  Black's  letter  already  quoted, 
which  I  had  made,  was  alfo  transmitted  to  his 
Grace;  and  which  affords  an  honourable  teftimo- 
nial,  that  however  my  character  might  other- 
wife  have  fuffered,  as  a  foldier  it  ftill  remained 
unfpotted. 

The  Duke  immediately  ordered  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Grofe,  the  Commander  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Corps,  to  Torbay,  to  examine  into 
the  nature  and  accuracy  of  the  complaint. 

It  is  not  perhaps  improper  for  the  informa- 
tion of  fuch  of  my  readers  as  are  unacquainted 
with  military  affairs,  to  obferve,  that  it  is  a 
ftanding  order  on  board  tranfports,  that  no 
lights  are  to  be  fuffered,   no   tobacco   to   be 

fmoaked, 
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fmoaked,  nor  cartridges  to  be  allowed  to  remain 
between  decks  ;  all  which  were  grofsly  violated 
by  the  foldiers,  who,  as  mult  already  be  evident, 
had  no  refpect  for  their  officers,  nor  knew  any 
controul  of  difcipline. 

When  the  Lieut.  Col.  came  on  board  heafked 
a  few  queflions  of  the  officers  of  the  mip,  but  ex- 
amined more  fully  fome  of  the  foldiers  who  were 
accufed  of  the  diforders  complained  of,  and 
feemed  to  give  credit  to  their  aftertions. 
•  The  Captain  expecting  that  the  fignal  for 
failing  would  be  made  foon,  and  apprehending 
that  he  might  not  have  time  to  procure  redrefs 
from  another  quarter,  requeued  that  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel would  take  from  the  foldiers,  the 
ball  cartridges  which  Mr.  Minchin  had  left  in 
their  pofTefiion,  as  he  entertained  apprehensions 
for  the  fafety  of  the  fhip ;  not  only  from  the 
difpofition  of  the  foldiers,  but  from  fire  that 
might  be  occafioned  by  their  negligence  and  dis- 
order. This  moft  reafonable  requeft  was  refufed 
by  the  Lieutenant-Colonel.  The  judicious  and 
foldier-Jike  orders  of  that  moft  excellent  officer, 
Major  General  Fox,  which  he  had  fent  on  board 
■ycith  the  detachment,  were  then  called  to  his 
recollection  ;  his  anfwer  was  nearly  to  this  pur- 
pofe,  that  the  men  were  then  under  his  (Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Grofe's)  command,  that  General 
Fox  had  no  orders  to  give  them.  He  then  re- 
turned to  his  boat,  and  as  he  croffed  the  deck, 

told 
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told  the  Captain  that  he  would  return  next 
morning ;  but  we  faw  him  no  more.  The  fol- 
lowing afternoon,  Captain  Wilcocks  was  in- 
formed by  the  keeper  of  the  inn,  at  Brixham, 
"  that  as  Toon  as  the  Lieutenant-Colonel  landed 
"  from  his  vifit  to  the  fhip,  he  took  fome  refrcfh- 
"  ment  and  fet  off  for  London." 

Juft  at  this  time  a  very  fevere  gale  commenced, 
which  did  much  harm  to  the  fleet  in  general, 
difmafted  the  frigate,  under  whofe  convoy  we 
failed,  and  did  us  fome,  though  not  material 
damage;  feveral  mips  belonging  to  Admiral  Sir 
R.  Curtis's  fquadron,  then  laying  near  us,  like- 
wife  loft  their  malls,  and  received  other  in- 
juries. The  temped  having  fomewhat  abated, 
after  raging  two  days,  if  I  recoiled:  right,  the 
frigate  was  obliged  to  put  into  Plymouth  to  re- 
fit, and  we  with  others  of  the  convoy  went  round 
to  Falmouth,  efcorted  by  his  Majefty's  fhip 
Scourge,  to  repair  our  damages. 

The  fituation  of  Captain  Wilcocks  became 
now  truly  diftrefling,  as  he  was  on  every  fide 
furrounded  by  embarraflrnents,  and  uncertain 
how  many  days,  or  even  hours  he  might  have  to 
remain  in  England.  In  hopes  that  the  foldiers 
wrould  at  length  behave  with  more  decency  and 
order,  he  wifhed  to  avoid  further  complaints; 
and  as  the  Lieutenant-Colonel  feemed  to  have 
forgotten  him  and  his  fhip,  he  likewife  forgot 
the  Lieutenant-Colonel.     But  their  mutinous 

difpofition, 
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cVpofindn,  which  could  not  reft  even  for  a  day, 
plunged  us  a^a'n  into  confufion. 

1  he  foldic  rs,  emboldened  by  impunity,  infulted 
equally  their  own  officers,  and  thofe  of  the 
fhip,  till  one  day,  a  Corporal  daring  to  ftrike 
the  Chief  Mate,  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  the 
Captain  found  himfelf  impelled  to  addrefs  the 
Minifter,  and  to  furnifh  him  with  a  detail  of  the 
conduct  of  the  troops,  and  his  apprehenfions  for 
the  fafety  of  the  fhip.  About  the  fame  time, 
my  own  affairs  rendering  it  neceffary  for  me  to 
addrefs  the  Duke  of  Portland  ;  I  took  advantage 
of  the  opportunity,  to  give  my  opinion  of  our 
fkuation.  A  few  days  however  put  an  end  to 
our  hopes,  the  fignal  for  failing  was  fuddenly 
made,  and  we  went  to  fea,  before  any  anfwer 
could  be  received  to  the  Capt  in's  complaints. 

During  our  pafTage,  the  fame  diforder  which 
we  had  fo  fenfibly  felt  in  the  harbour,  prevailed 
and  even  encreafed ;  the  fame  Corporal,  who 
ftruck  the  Chief  Mate  with  impunity,  ftruckand 
kicked  his  officer  (Enfign  Prater,)  at  fea;  who, 
inftead  of  punifhing  him  with  inftant  death, 
tamely  fubmitted  to  the  infult. 

It  is  with  heart-felt  pride,  I  write  the  hatred 
entertained  towards  me,  both  by  the  foldiers 
and  their  officers.  The  former,  thought  to  have 
found  in  me  a  defperate  advocate  for  mutiny, 
ready  as  themfelves  to  any  act  of  villany  or  mur- 
der; 
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der;  whereas  they  found  a  determined  enemy  to 
every  thing  that  tended  to  the  want  of  difcipline, 
and  fubordination ;  while  the  latter  werefecretly 
enraged,  that  I  mould  have  dared  to  write  as  I 
had  done  on  their  fubject  to  his  Majefty's  Mi- 
nifter,  and  to  their  Lieutenant-Colonel,  who 
furnifhed  them  with  copies  of  what  I  had  wrote; 
and  one  of  which  letters,  wherein  I  defcribe  the 
intention  of  thefoldiers,  and  named  thofe  whom 
I  fufpectcd  to  be  the  ringleaders,  Enfign  Min- 
chin  read  to  the  men  on  the  quarter-deck,  while 
we  were  at  fea.  The  foldiers,  however,  though 
they  ftruck  their  own  officers  and  thofe  of  the 
fliip,  only  threatened  me,  nor^id  they  ever  ven- 
ture to  approach  me,  with  the  intention  of  put- 
ting their  threats  in  execution. 

The  Captain's  friendfhip  for  me  merited  the 
mod  grateful  return;  whenever  there  was  any 
difturbance  I  ranged  myfelf  by  his  fide,  a  con- 
duct which  gave  no  fmall  offence  to  the  muti- 
neers; nor  at  laft,  had  not  thofe  whofe  duty 
fhould  have  induced  them  to  acl:  far  otherwife, 
hid  themfelves  in  holes  and  corners,  inftead  of 
offering  a  manly  refinance,  the  mutiny  would 
have  ended  in  the  death  of  the  infurgents. 

During  the  time  we  were  at  fea  and  under  con- 
voy, though  rebellion  appeared  every  day  and 
every  hour,  no  attempt  was  made  at  feizing  the 
Ihip  ;  the   mutineers  well  knew  that  a  fignal 

would 
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would  bring  the  efcort  to  act  againft  them  j  and 
they  equally  knew  that  they  had  arms  and  ammu- 
nition adequate  to  their  purpofe,  whenever  they 
mould  think  proper  to  make  the  attack;  refin- 
ance they  could  expect  but  little  of,  lince  they 
had  fo  many  proofs  of  the  tamenefs  of  their  offi- 
cers ;  they  therefore  fuffered  us  to  proceed  with- 
out interruption  on  our  courfe.  Neverthelefs, 
every  day  was  marked  by  outrages,  that  loudly 
demanded  the  interference  of  authority,  not 
only  to  quiet,  but  to  difarm  the  New  South 
Wales  banditti,  and  inflict  a  fignal  and  exem-» 
plary  punimment  on  their  infamous  ringleaders* 
In  this  ftate  of  continual  apprehenfion,  amidfl 
the  terrors  of  a  mutiny  we  daily  expe&ed  to 
break  out,  and  which  we  were  only  too  confci- 
ous,  (from  the  caufes  already  given,)  we  fhould 
not  be  able  to  refift,  we  proceeded  on  our  voy- 
age, propofing  to  touch  at  Rio  de  Janiero-,  and 
the  convoy  having  left  us  in  the  proper  latitude 
to  proceed  to  their  deflination  in  the  Weft  India 
iflands,  we  were  left  to  our  fate. 


CHAP.     XVIII. 

¥Xy  Lady  Shore  proceeds  in  fafety  almofi  to  Rio  de 
Janeiro. — The  mutiny  commences.     Enjign  Min- 

chin 
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chin  refufes  to  aft. — The  Captain  mortally  wound- 
ed.—-The  author  endeavours  to  perfuade  the  officers 
of  the  troops  to  rally ,  but  in  vain. — He  offers  a 
variety  of  practicable  plans,  but  without  effecJ. — 
At  the  injlance  of  the  Captain  and  Minchin,  the 
author  enters  into  a  treaty  with  the  mutineers. — 
Minchin  makes  hisfubmijjion,  and  thejhip  is  given 
up. — The  officers  who  hid  them/elves,  brought  to 
light. — The  Captain" 's  death. — The  author  wifbes 
to  leave  the  mefs,  but  at  the  folicilation  of  the  offi- 
cers, continues  with  them. — The  officers  endeavour 
to  procure  a  boat  from  the  mutineers  to  carry  them 
to  Rio  Grande. — The  author's  ft rat agon  to  procure 
leave  for  himfelf  and  the  Purfer  to  go  in  the 
boat. 

W  e  proceeded  on  our  voyage  without  any 
event  worth  remarking,  till  we  were  very  near 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  in  the  Brazils.  On  the  ill:  of 
Auguft  1797,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, I  was  awaked  by  the  report  of  fire-arms 
and  the  fcreams  of  women.  I  immediately 
haded  from  my  bed  toward  the  hatchway,  which 
I  found  ftrongly  guarded,  and  near  it  I  met 
John  Curran,  a  failor,  who  had  juft  efcaped 
from  the  fcene  of  bloodmed,  then  patting  upon 
deck;  he  told  me  that  the  foldiers  had  taken  the 
fhip,  and  that  if  I  went  near  the  hatchway,  I 
ihould  be  murdered  by  the  mutineers. 

O  *  Captain 
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Captain  Wilcocks  occupied  the  round-houfe, 
the  Chief  Mate,  Second  Mate,  and  Purfer,  were 
in  three  fmall  cabins  in  the  fore-part  of  it ;  in 
cabins  between  decks  abaft,  and  in  the  fteerage 
were  the  officers  of  the  troops,  Lieutenant 
Drummond,  of  the  Bombay  Marines,  (doing 
duty  as  mate,)  the  petty  officers  of  the  fhip,  the 
feamen,  a  paflenger  with  his  family,  and  my- 
felf. 

It  was  the  Chief  Mate's  watch  upon  deck;  him 
I  had  already  heard  calling  aloud  that  he  was 
murdered,  and  fall  groaning  at  the  feet  of  the 
aflaflins ;  the  Captain,  whom  the  noife  had 
alarmed,  and  who  had  run  upon  deck,  was  im- 
mediately mortally  wounded,  and  in  that  ftate 
threw  himfelf  down  the  hatchway,  but  retained 
ftrength  enough  to  drag  himfelf  into  Enfign 
Minchin's  cabin,  and  into  his  bed,  which  as  he 
afterwards  told  me  he  found  empty,  the  Enfign 
with  his  lady  having  already  crept  underneath 
it. 

At  the  moment,  when  the  Captain  fell  down 
the  hatchway,  in  front  of  the  ladder,  I  was  be- 
hind it,  at  the  cabin  of  Lieutenant  Drummond, 
the  Surgeon  and  the  Steward,  endeavouring  to 
excite  them  to  action,  that  we  might  not  only 
defend  ourfelves,  but  raife  force  enough  to  re- 
tain polTefTion  of  the  fhip.  I  found  the  Steward's 
cabin  empty,  he  having  abandoned  it ;   I  then 

went 
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went  to  Lieutenant  Drummond's  door,  which 
communicated  with  the  Surgeon's  cabin,  and 
which  was  fhut.  After  knocking  and  calling 
repeatedly  on  both  thefe  gentlemen,  without 
obtaining  any  anfwer,  the  door  was  at  length 
opened.  The  Steward,  who  had  gone  there  to 
conceal  himfelf,  was  the  firft  man  I  faw ;  Lieu- 
tenant Drummond  was,  I  blufh  to  fay  it,  under 
the  bed  of  the  Surgeon,  and  politively  refufed 
taking  any  active  part ;  the  Surgeon,  a  very 
good  and  very  young  man,  faid  but  little,  but 
I  am  confident,  that  had  thofe  whofe  duty  it 
was,  made  preparations  for  refiftance,  he  would 
not  have  been  backward. 

Juft  then  I  heard  the  Captain  calling  me  to 
come  to  his  afliftance;  I  went  round  to-him  im- 
mediately, and  found  him  laying  in  Jfclinchin's 
bed,  into  which  he  had  thrown  himfelf.  The 
bed  flood  uncommonly  high,  being  more  than 
three  feet  from  the  deck,  and  under  it  I  difco- 
vered,  by  the  day-light  which  begun  to  appear, 
Ensign  Minchin,  the  Commanding  Offi- 
cer, with  his  wife.  In  fome  fuch  fituation,  in- 
deed, the  knowledge  I  had  of  the  man,  and  the 
clamorous  outcry  of  <c  Give  them  the  ship! 
Give  them  the  ship!"  which  he  had  repeat- 
edly vociferated  at  the  very  beginning  of  the 
conflict,  taught  me  to  look  for  him. 

The  Captain  deli  red  me  to  place  him  in  an 
O  2  eafy 
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eafy  pdfture,  and  then  afked  my  opinion  of  out 
fituation.  I  frankly  told  him,  that  although 
the  prefervation  of  the  (hip  was  no  way  difficult, 
yet  I  had  no  hope  of  it,  as  I  found  no  difpofi- 
tion  in  thofe  who  had  the  power,  to  make  any 
attempt;  neverthelefs,  if  any  active  meafures 
mould  be  determined  upon,  I  was  ready  to  lead 
the  way  to  the  deck.  The  Captain,  the  agony 
of  whofe  wounds  was  encreafed  by  feeing  that 
he  had  nothing  to  hope  for,  feeling  the  approach 
of  death,  was  difpofed  rather  to  expire  in  peace, 
than  fingly,  and  unable  to  ftand,  to  oppofe  the 
fury  of  the  mutineers ;  Mr.  Minchin  likewife, 
who  had  now  fallied  from  his  retreat,  joined  the 
Captain  in  conjuring  me  to  go  to  the  hatchway, 
to  allure  the  mutineers  that  no  refinance  would 
be  made,  and  to  entreat  that,  as  they  had  no  op- 
pofition  to  expect,  no  more  mifchief  might  be 
done.  To  the  Captain  I  anfwered,  that  what- 
ever might,  in  his  own  opinion,  tend  to  his  ad- 
vantage or  convenience,  I  fhould  mod  readily 
do,  but  to  Enfign  Minchin,  I  felt  myfelf,  as  a 
foldier,  obliged  to  fpeak  in  another  tone.  Him 
I  told,  that  he,  and  he  only,  was  the  proper 
pcrfon  to  fpeak  to  the  mutineers ;  that  they  were 
committed  to  his  charge,  and  that  it  was  his 
duty  to  subdue  themor  die!  I  called  to  his 
recollection,  that  he  had  more  than  force  fufficient 
to  infure.fuccefs;  that  all  the  ammunition  of  every 

kindA 
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kind,  except  a  few  muiket-cart ridges,  were  in 
our  pofleflion,  and  that  nothing  was  wanting, 
but  for  him  to  draw  his  fword  and  exert  him- 
felf  i  but  that  if  he  thought  attacking  them  on 
deck  would  be  attended  with  more  danger  than 
he  deemed  prudent  to  encounter,  we  had  ftill 
another  and  a  fafer  refource ;  that,  as  well  as  the 
ammunition,  we  were  matters  of  the  proviiions ; 
that  we  had  only  to  defend  the  hatchways,  and 
keep  the  mutineers  where  they  were ;  and  that, 
having  neither  bread  nor  water  in  their  reach, 
want  of  refrefhment  and  reft  would  foon  reduce 
them  to  fue  for  mercy  on  their  knees  :  I  even  pro- 
pofed  to  him  to  choak  the  rudder,  and  cut  away 
the  mafts  between  decks,  in  which  cafe  the  wreck 
would  have  fallen  on  their  heads,  and  they  had 
not  one  implement  of  any  kind  to  clear  it  with ; 
but  fuch  meafures  he  did  not  chufe  to  adopt, 
and  repeated  his  delire  of  giving  up  the  Ihip; 
the  Captain  likewife  again  folicited  me  to 
communicate  his  and  Enlign  Minchin's  propo- 
rtions to  the  mutineers,  as  the  probable  means 
of  preventing  more  murders. 

I  went  therefore  to  the  hatchway,  where  the 
centinels  prefented  their  pieces  to  my  head; 
but  three  Frenchmen,  a  German,  and  feveral 
Irifh  at  that  moment  appearing,  I  communi- 
cated my  bufinefs.  They  remained  upon  deck, 
and  myfelf  below  j  and  while  we  were  in  that 

O  3  iituation. 
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fituation,  they  allured  me  that  they  wilhed  not  to 
hurt  any  one ;  but  that  they  wanted  their  liber- 
ty, and  would  have  it  or  die:  they  added,  that 
if  the  Captain  and  Mr.  Minchin  would  come  to 
the  hatchway,  and  give  their  word  of  honour 
that  no  refiitance  fhould  at  any  time  be  made, 
all  mould  be  at  peace,  and  we  fhould  be  well 
treated.  I  reprefented  to  them  the  Captain's 
perilous  fituation,  and  that  it  was  impoflible  for 
him  to  be  brought  to  the  hatchway,  without 
encreafing  the  pain  and  danger  in  which  he  al- 
ready was  :  they  then  replied  that  they  would 
be  fatisfied  with  receiving  the  declaration  of 
fubmiflion  from  Minchin,  and  that  they  would 
make  me  anfuerable  for  the  Captain's  future 
conduct. 

Minchin  went  to  the  hatchway,  made  the 
promifes  demanded,  and  delivered  up  his  arms. 
This  point  being  fettled,  thofe  who  had  hither- 
to concealed  themfelves  began  to  appear. 
Anxious  to  know  the  fate  of  the  gentlemen  who 
lodged  in  the  round-houfe,  and  of  the  failors 
of  the  watch  on  deck,  I  enquired  of  the  muti- 
neers whether  many  had  fallen  ?  They  anfwered 
me,  "  But  few."  I"  then  requeued  to  know  if 
Mr.  Murchifon,  the  Second  Mate,  Mr.  Black, 
the  Purfer,  (whofe  piftols  I  faw  in  the  hands  of 
a  mutineer,)  and  Enfign  Prater,  were  alive  ? 
They  told  me  that  Murchifon  was  in  the  cabin, 

Ihut 
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fhut  up  under  a  guard,  and  that  he  mould  remain 
unhurt,  provided  he  was  quiet ;  that  they  fup- 
pofed  Mr.  Black  to  have  been  killed  and  thrown 
over-board,  as  he  was  no  where  to  be  feen ;  that 
his  piftols  were  found  loaded  at  the  head  of  his 
bed,  and  that  there  was  much  blood  in  his  cabin ; 
but  as  to  Prater  they  knew  nothing  about  him. 
The  Chief  Mate  we  already  knew  to  be  dead ;  fo, 
that  in  addition  to  this,  and  the  almoft  hopelefs- 
ftate  of  the  Captain,  we  apprehended  we  had  to 
lament  the  death  of  the  other  two  gentlemen. 
However,  about  nine  in  the  morning,  five  hours 
after  the  affray  was  over,  Enfign  Prater  was 
found  concealed  among  the  women  convids, 
and  about  an  hour  after,  much  to  our  furprife 
and  fa tis faction,  Mr.  Black,  the  Purfer,  was 
handed  down  to  us. 

It  now  appeared  that  when  the  Chief  Mate 
received  his  firit  wound,  he  fled  into  the  cabin 
of  Mr.  Black,  and  threw  himfelf  upon  that 
gentleman  in  his  bed,  the  mutineers  following, 
and  firing  upon  him  till  he  received,  I  think, 
eight  wounds.  Mr.  Black,  who  is  a  very  young 
man,  at  that  time  not  above  nineteen,  and,  as 
might  be  expected,  totally  unufed  to  fcenes  of 
blood  and  horror,  found  himfelf  awoke  from 
his  fleep  by  the  noife  of  fire-arms,  and  the  yells 
of  the  aflafuns,  by  whom  he  was- furrounded; 
from  the  nearnefs  of  the  difcharge,  his  cabin 
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mutt  have  feemed  filled  with  fire,  and  the  weigtit 
of  his  dying  friend  muft  have  effectually  pre- 
vented him  from  ufing  his  arms.  Thus  embar- 
raffed,  furprifed,  and  on  all  fides  furrounded  by 
armed  ruffians,  none  could  have  fuftained  fuch  an 
aflault  but  the  man  who,  long  accuftomed  to  the 
fhock  of  war,  has  learnt  to  defpife  death,  and  who, 
on  all  occafions,  even  when  the  thunder  of  God 
burfts  round  his  head,  claps  his  hand  to  his 
fword,  and  ftands  undaunted.  Who  then  can  be 
aftonifhed  that  a  youth,  who  neither  wearing  a 
fword,  nor  bearing  a  commiflion,  confequently 
had  contracted  no  obligation  to  fight  or  die, 
Ihould  conceal  himfelf  ?  For  him,  therefore,  no 
apology  is  neceflary ;  for  the  officers  of  the 
New  South  Wales  Corps  and  Lieutenant  Drum- 
mond  it  may  be,  perhaps,  difficult  to  find  one. 
Out  of  the  reach  of  the  mutineers,  furnifhed 
with  every  neceffary,  incapable  of  being  at- 
tacked, except  by  the  hatchways,  which  we 
could  eafily  have  blocked,  and  fufficiently  nu- 
merous to  have  acted  upon  the  offenlive,  it  is 
their  province,  not  mine,  to  account  for  their 
extraordinary  conduct. 

Mr.  Murchifon  had  already  obtained  leave  to 
join  us  ;  and  in  fact,  he  and  myfelf  were  the  on- 
ly two  on  board  whom  the  mutineers  treated 
with  confederation ;  him  they  knew  to  polTefs 
courage;  that  he  was  powerful,  and  would  de- 
fend 
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fend  himfelf  with  vigour  ;  and  my  uniform  con- 
dud:  towards  them,  from  the  hour  I  firft  embark- 
ed, told  them  what  they  had  to  expect  from 
me. 

The  former  differences  which  had  fubfifted 
between  the  military  officers  and  me  feemed 
now  buried  in  oblivion,  being  as  it  were  ab- 
forbed  in  our  common  misfortune  j  my  time, 
however,  was  taken  up  in  attending  the  Cap- 
tain, who  was  very  defirous  I  mould  not  leave 
him;  and  who,  after  languiihing  about  forty- 
eight  hours,  expired  in  my  arms.  As  foon  as 
his  body  was  committed  to  the  deep,  not  wifh- 
ing  to  affociate  with  Minchin,  for  reafons  that 
may  be  collected  from  the  foregoing  narrative, 
I  left  that  cabin  and  returned  to  my  own ;  but 
the  fame  day,  at  the  hour  of  dinner,  I  was  fent 
for,  and  folicited  by  all,  but  particularly  by 
Enfigns  Minchin  and  Prater,  not  to  leave  them  ; 
I  complied  with  their  requeft,  and  we  were  no 
more  feparated. 

Some  hours  before  our  unfortunate  Captain 
was  buried,  the  mutineers  did  the  fame  to 
one  of  their  comrades,  named  Delahay,  who 
was  killed  in  the  conflict,  not,  as  was  firft  fup- 
pofed,  by  Mr.  Lambert,  the  Chief  Mate,  but 
by  an  accidental  fhot  from  one  of  their  own 
party ;  on  this  man's  body  they  affixed  the  fol- 
lowing infcription,   "  //  eft  mort  pour  la  liberie." 

Previous 
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Previous  to  the  Captain's  death  he  defired  me 
to  cut  off  fome  of  his  hair,  to  fend  to  his  wife ; 
3,  talk  which  I  carefully  performed. 

The  direction  of  the  fhip  was  now  in  the 
hands  of  a  few  foreigners,  and  the  knowledge 
I  had  of  their  different  languages  often  obliged 
them  to  have  recourfe  to  me  as  their  interpre- 
ter: thefe  fervices  enabled  me  to  obtain  from 
them  fome  indulgence  for  my  friends  and  my- 
felf,  by  way  of  recompenfe.  From  the  moment 
we  were  taken  we  never  ceafed  to  folicit  the 
mutineers  to  give  us  a  b6at,  that  we  might  land 
at  Rio  de  Janiero  ;  but  this  they  refufed,  from  an 
apprehenfion  that  fome  Portuguefe  fhips  of 
war  might  by  laying  there.  As  they  had  de- 
clared their  intention  of  making  for  the  Rio  de 
Plata,  and  landing  at  fome  of  the  Spanifh  fet- 
tlements  in  that  river,  they  thought,  that  if  we 
reached  our  port  foon,  we  might  procure  a 
Portuguefe  fhip  of  war  to  be  fent  after  them, 
which  might  reach  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  de  Plata 
before  the  Lady  Shore,  and  thus  intercept  them. 
On  this  account  they  pofitively  refufed  us  a. 
boa£,  till  we  mould  be  fo  far  to  the  fouthvvard 
as  to  enable  them  to  reach  the  Rio  de  Plata  be- 
fore we  mould  be  able,  in  all  probability,  to 
reach  the  Rio  Grande,  the  fouthernmoft  fettle- 
ment  of  the  Brazils. 

Every  individual  who  formed  our  table  fo- 

licited 
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Incited  leave  to  embark  in  the  boat,  and  all  ob- 
tained a  promife,  except  Mr.  Fyfe,  the  Surgeon, 
and  myfelf  j  and  though  the  moft  active  in  the 
mutiny  were  againft  my  leaving  the  fhip,  as 
being  ufefuj  to  them,  the  majority  of  voices 
were  in  my  favour :  they  alfo  entertained  an 
idea  of  detaining  the  Purfer,  to  furnifh  them 
with  an  account  of  the  quality  and  value  of  the 
cargo. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  unfavourable  appear- 
ances, I  (till  flattered  myfelf  with  expectations 
of  vanquifhing  the  oppofition  that  obftructed 
my  delires.  An  opportunity  foon  offered, 
which  I  feized,  and  found  the  means  of  turning 
to  the  advantage  of  the  Purfer  and  myfelf;  and 
this  we'owed  to  a  report  which  had  reached  the 
ears  of 'the  mutineers,  that  a  chert  of  money  or 
plate,  and  a  box  of  watches  were  fomewhere  in 
the  fhip. 

The  three  Frenchmen,  who  then  governed  the 
Lady  Shore,  were  delirous  that  thefe- fhould  be 
made  their  own  exclulive  property  ;  they  fpoke 
to  me  on  the  fubjecl:,  making  me  very  large  • 
promifes  if  I  would  obtain  them  fuch  informa- 
tion as  might  enable  them  to  come  at  it  without 
the'  knowledge  of  their  companions.  I  com- 
municated this  bulinefs  to  the  Purfer,  telling 
him,  that  if  he  knew  of  any  fuch  thing  in  the 
fhip,  and  would  give  them  directions  where  to 

find 
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find  it,  he  would  procure  his  own  liberty  and 
mine;  for  if  we  were  once  in  a  fecret  of  that 
nature  and  importance,  they  would,  for  their 
own  fecurity,  fend  us  away,  in  preference  to 
any  other  perfons.  The  Purfer  affured  me  that 
there  was  neither  money  nor  plate  in  the  fhip, 
but  that  in  one  of  the  lockers  of  the  cabin  there 
was  a  fmall  cafe  of  watches,  his  property  ;  and 
this  information  we  agreed  to  give  them  the  fame 
evening.  Some  days  p.  jvious  to  that  time  they 
had  been  in  the  cufcom  of  fending  for  the  Purfer 
and  myfelf  every  evening,  to  aftift  them  in  ex- 
amining the  fhip's  papers ;  the  ufual  hour  ar- 
rived, and  we  were  called  for.  We  found  the 
three  chiefs  alone  in  the  cabin :  I  communica- 
ted to  them  what  Mr.  Black  had  told  me,  and 
he  pointed  out  where  the  watches  were.  The 
cafe  contained  fifty-two,  of  different  forts  j 
they  prefented  him  with  fix,  and  me  with  two, 
of  the  beft;  the  reft  they  divided  equally  among 
themfelves. 

This  done,  I  knew  no  more  objections  could 
Jpe  made  to  our  departure,  and,  indeed,  from 
that  moment  they  became  very  indulgent  to- 
wards us.  The  ringleaders,  being  naturally 
afraid  that  if  we  were  offended  we  might  expofe 
their  infidelity  to  their  comrades,  were  extreme- 
ly anxious  to  furnifh  us  with  an  opportunity  of 
leaving  them  :  in  facl:  we  were  now  become  dan- 
gerous 
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gerous  perfons,  and  their  fafe  poffeflion  of  their 
booty  rendered  our  departure  highly  defireable 
to  them  j  nay,  even  their  lives  were  held  by  a 
precarious  tenor  while  we  remained  on  board. 

After  the  fhip  was  given  up  the  mutineers 
never  treated  us  with  cruelty;  though  fenfible 
of  their  fituation,  they  were  very  cautious: 
they  kept  fentries  at  the  cabin  door,  and  they 
would  only  permit  one  or  two  of  us  at  a  time 
to  walk  the  quarter-deck. 

One  day  Enfign  Prater,  having  got  drunk, 
entered  into  converfation  with  one  of  the  failors 
publicly  on  deck,  on  the  facility  of  retaking 
the  fhip  :  he  was  over-heard,  and  the  ring-lead- 
ers, telling  him  he  mould  be  hung  in  the  morn- 
ing, hand-cuffed  him,  and  put  him  to  bed, 
obferving,  that  though  be>  (Prater,)  was  no  way 
formidable,  yet,  by  fpeaking  to  the  failor,  he 
had  incurred  the  penalty  pointed  out  in  the  or- 
ders they  had  publifhed,  which  forbid  any  offi- 
cer to  fpeak  to  a  failor  or  foldier.  This  ha- 
rangue effedlually  fobered  Prater,  and  put  an 
end  to  his  military  prowefs ;  he  lay  howling  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  was  heard  to  the  remoteft 
parts  of  the  fhip  j  and,  as  the  Purfer  has  ob- 
ferved  in  his  narrative,  utterly  prevented  all 
who  lay  near  him  from  fleep. 

On  Sunday,  Augufl  the  14th,  1797,  the  mu- 
tineers told  us  that  they  intended  to  give  us  the 

boat 
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boat  the  next  day;  and  on  Monday  morning,  as 
a  preparative  to  our  departure,  they  brought  us 
fome  papers,  which  we  were  compelled  to  fign. 
One  was  a  certificate,  purporting  that  we  engaged 
not  to  carry  arms  againft  France  for  a  year  and 
a  day  ;  and  there  were  other  certificates  for  the 
petty  officers  and  feamen,  fetting  forth  that  they 
were  detained,  againft  their  confent,  to  carry 
the  fhip  into  the  Rio  de  Plata.  Some  of  our 
?ion-refi fling  officers  pretended  to  have  obferved 
an  unufual  alacrity  in  the  failors  in  obeying  the 
orders  of  the  mutineers,  and  muttered  that  they 
did  not  deferve  fuch  certificates  ;  but  I  folemnly 
declare,  that,  in  my  opinion,  thefe  fufpicions 
were  unfounded ;  and  as  to  the  remonftrances 
faid  to  have  been  made  by  the  officers  of  the 
troops,  their  conduct,  as  already  defcribed,  will 
hardly  give  room  to  fuppofe  them  too  loud. 
Eefides,  we.  were  all  in  bondage,  and  no  one 
durft  rtfufe  any  thing  required  of  us  :  could  we 
then  wonder  at  the  conduct  of  ignorant  failors  ? 
In  return,  the  mutineers  gave  us  a  certificate 
that  their  infurreclion  was  not  owing  to  any  ;11 
treatment  from  the  Captain  or  any  officer  be- 
longing to  the  fhip  ;  but  becaufe  they  had  been 
trepanned  into*  the  Britifh  fervice,  without  any 
means  of  redrefs,  and  had  otherwife  been  ill 
treated  by  their  Commander.  This  certificate, 
which  was  committed  to  my  care,  does  fo  much 

honour 
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honour  to  the  memory  of  Captain  Wilcocks, 
and  compleatly  vindicates  him  from  any  charge 
of  mifconduct  to  the  troops,  that  I  thought  it 
my  duty  to  give  it  to  his  widow. 


CHAP.  XIX. 


The  officers  and  fome  others  arc  allowed  the  boat. — 
'The  author  procures  leave  for  a  boy  committed  to 
the  Captain's  care  to  go  with  them. — Obtains 
a  knowledge  of  the  ffjip's  place  by  a  Jlrafagem. — 
They  embark,  after  being  fe arched  for  money. — 
Enfign  Minchirfs  conducl  and  good  luck. — The 
boat  fets  fail,  and  meets  zvith  a  terrible  gale. — 
She  is  nearly  loft  in  the  breakers  as  Jhe  approaches 
the  coaft. — Thofe  on  board  forced  to  throw  their 
trunks  overboard ;  when,  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs, 
they  fee  a  boat  corning  towards  them. — They  make 
the  harbour,  and  are  hof pit  ably  received. — Min- 
chin  refufes  the  Purfer  and  Mr.  Murchifon  any 
affijlance. — They  fend  a  report  of  their  fituation 
to  the  Governor-General . — Are  fent  for  to  Port 
St.  Pedro,  where  they  are  hofpitably  received. — i 
Their  fplendid  entertainment  by  the  Governor-Ge- 
neral.— A  fecond  report  made,  in  which,  as  well 
as  the  firft,  the  author  did  not  join.-*— Hvf pit  ality 
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of  the  Commandant. — The  author  is  prefented  with 
a  /word  by  the  Governor-General. 

Un  the  morning  of  Monday  Auguft  the  15th; 
1797,  the  intimation  we  had  received  the  day 
before  that  we  mould  leave  the  fhip  was  con-- 
firmed  to  us,  being  then  nearly  in  the  latitude 
of  34  S.  about  60  leagues  from  the  more,  and 
from  80  to  100  from  the  mouth  of  Rio  Grande ; 
the  boat  was  hoifted  out,  and  every  other  ne- 
cefTary  preparation  made.  Juft  then  Michael 
Richards,  a  fine  boy,  about  fourteen  years  of 
age,  and  of  very  refpectable  connections,  who 
was  entrufted  to  the  care  of  Captain  Wilcocks 
before  we  left  Falmouth,  and  who  fince  that 
gentleman's  death  had  been  abandoned  by  every 
body,  folicited  me  to  procure  him  permiflion  to 
accompany  us.  His  helplefs  fituation  deter- 
mined me  to  exert  myfelf  to  procure  him  the 
melancholy  privilege  he  fo  much  wifhed,  and 
which  feemed  entirely  necefTary  for  him :  I  ap- 
plied to  the  mutineers,  and  was  fuccefsful.  I 
took  him  under  my  protection,  which  he  did 
not  leave  till  he  was  reftored  to  his  family. 

In  the  morning  a  lift  of  names,  twenty-nine 
in  number,  was  made  out  of  the  perfons  whom 
it  was  determined  mould  go  in  the  boat ;  this 
was  delivered  to  us,  and  we  were  informed  that 
thofe  who  had  any  property  might  take  each 

one 
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6ric  trunk.  During  the  afternoon  our  baggage 
was  fearched,  when  I  found  means  to  conceal 
in  fome  foap  a  confiderable  fum  in  gold  :  when 
they  had  taken  from  us  every  thing  they  fan- 
cied, they  gave  us  fome  provisions,  and  wc 
were  fuffered  to  embark. 

Previous  to  our  embarkation  I  had  obtained 
a  tolerable  opportunity  of  afcertaining  where 
we  were,  by  the  following  flratagem  :  The  mu- 
tineers, not  fufpecting  that  a  foldier  knew  any 
thing  of  navigation,  had  permitted  me  to  fee 
them  work  their  *  day's  works  for  determining 
the  (hip's  place  ;  but  though  I  knew  fomething 
of  the  fcience,  I  wifhed  to  have  the  opinion  of 
a  better  judge  than  rnyfclf.  Mr.  Black,  being 
an  incomparable  navigator,  was  the  perfon  I 
wifhed  to  confult ;  but  there  arofe  a  confldera- 
ble difficulty  in  accomplishing  nly  defign,  as  the 
mutineers  were  not  very  willing  that  he  mould 
fee  the  (hip's  log-book,  or  the  chart  of  thecoafT, 
on  which  they  had  traced  her  route. 

One  of  the  chief  mutineers,  named  Thomeo, 
who  was  the  bed  navigator  among  them,  (hew- 
ed me  the  chart  as  uiual,  and  pointed  out  to 
me  the  (ituation  of  the  (hip,  in  which  I  pre- 
tended to  differ  from  him,  jocularly  offering  to 

*  A  terra  ufed  for  the  calculations  every  day  made  to  deter- 
e  the  (hip's  place. 

P  back 
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back  my  opinion  with  the  wager  of  a  guinea: 
he  laughed  at  my  feeming  ignorance;  but  he 
was  my  dupe,  and  accepted  my  bet,  propofing 
to  refer  it  to  any  perfon  who  had  competent 
ability  to  decide.     This  was  all  I  wanted,  and, 
apparently  with  the  greateft  indifference,  I  pro- 
pofed   Mr.   Black ;  he  was  accordingly  called 
for,  and  allowed  to  infpect  the  charts  and  books: 
I  payed  the  lofs  of  my  wager;  and   we   thus 
were  enabled  to  determine  our  diftance  from 
Rio  Grande,  and  the  courfe  we  had  to  fleer,  of 
which  the  mutineers  feemed  inclined  to  keep  us 
ignorant.     We  were  compelled  to  get  into  the 
boat  one  by  one,  after  being  previoufly  fearch- 
ed  for  money,  contrary  to  the  promife  of  the 
mutineers ;  none,  however,  was  found;  but  they 
had  previoufly   feized   about  a  hundred  dollars 
which  Minchin    had   to  pay  the  foldiers,  and 
which  was  the  property  of  government ;    for 
this  they  gave  him  a  receipt  for  a  hundred  pound 'st 
with  a  view  of  enabling  him   to  recover  that 
amount  from  the  State.     He  had  fo  little  bag- 
gage that  he  not  only  faved  it  all,  but  fucceeded 
in  getting  fafely  to.  fhore  eighteen  whole  pieces  or 
printed  cotjon,  and  fame  packages   of  jlockings  and 
•women's  Jhoes,    which    Mr.   Black  had  thrown 
down  in  the  cabin  the  day  we  were  preparing  to 
embark. 

About  half-paft  fix  in  the  evening  we  left  the 

{hip, 
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Ihip,  and,  anxious  to  make  land  as  foon 
as  poflible,  fleered  but  little  to  the  north- 
ward of  weft.  At  our  departure  the  weather 
was  tolerably  moderate ;  before  midnight  we 
were  aflailed  by  a  moft  violent  ftorm,  attended  by 
the  heavier!  rains  I  ever  witneffed.  The  tempeft 
fomewhat  fubfided  toward  morning,  but  as  we 
approached  the  land,  blew  with  redoubled  fury; 
fortunately  we  had  fixed  up  fome  ftanchions  on 
the  boat's  gunwale ;  and  nailed  a  breadth  of  can- 
vas, brought  with  us  for  that  purpofe,  fore  and 
alt,  which  we  found  of  great  ufe  in  keeping  off 
the  fpray ;  and  to  this  we  owed  much  of  our 
prefervation. 

Mr.  Black,  Mr.  Murchifon,  the  Second 
Mate,  and  Mr.  Drummund  undertook  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  boat ;  Enfign  Prater,  who,  in 
his  earlier  days,  had  been  fome  voyages  to  the 
Eaft  Indies  and  other  parts,  being  fuppofed 
fomething  of  a  failor,  was  added  to  their  num- 
ber ;  myfelf  and  the  others  were  conftantly  em- 
ployed in  bailing ;  for,  independent  of  the  boat 
being  very  leaky,  the  fea  run  fo  high,  and  the 
rain  fell  fo  heavy,  that  fhe  was  continually 
filling  with  water.  The  quick  and  violent  mo- 
tion made  even  the  befl  feamen  fick *,  poor  Black 
was  rendered  incapable  of  ac~tion,  and  Prater, 
after  all  his  profeflions,  was  in  due  form  pro- 
nounced neither  failor  nor  foldier  ;  he  was  turned 

P  2  fro  ir. 
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from  the  helm,  and  I  took  his  place.  To  de- 
fcribe  our  fituation  is  no  eafy  tafk ;  expecting 
every  inftant  to  perifh,  lumbered  with  baggage, 
with  fick  ufelefs  foldiers,  women,  and  children, 
loaded  almoft  to  the  water's  edge,  and  the 
crowd  fo  great  that  in  going  back  and  forward  to 
work  the  boat  we  were  obliged  to  tread  on  the 
carcafes  of  thofe  whom  ficknefs  or  fear  had 
forced  to  lie  down. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fecond  day  we  had 
foundings,  and  early  in  the  fore-noon  faw  land, 
which  we  knew  to  be  the  flat  fandy  co^ft  which 
runs  from  the  fouthward  of  Rio  Grande  to  Cape 
St.  Mary's  on  the  Rio  de  Plata.  The  extreme 
Iownefs  of  the  coaft  caufes  the  breakers  to  run 
very  high  and  very  far  into  the  fea,  in  fo  much, 
that  had  the  coaft  promifed  food  and  fhelter,  we 
could  not  have  reached  it  alive,  as  the  boat  mud 
have  fwamped  in  the  breakers  ;  we  therefore 
determined  to  fleer  more  to  the  northward,  Hill 
keeping  the  coaft  in  light.  That  day  we  had  an 
imperfect  obfervation,  according  to  which  we 
were  then  above  20  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of 
Rio  Grande  ;  and,  though  the  boat  feemed  almoft 
to  fly  through  the  water,  we  did  not  expect  to 
make  the  wifhed-for  river  that  day.  A  ftrong 
current  that  fet  from  the  fouth  having,  however, 
carried  us  beyond  our  reckoning,  we  were  fur- 
prifed,  about  3    P.   M.,   Do  fee  fomething  re- 
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fembling  the  maft  of  a  fhip  ;  we  Hood  towards 
it,  and  found  it  to  be  a  wreck;  ftill  no  land  was 
to  be  fcen,  but  we  perceived,  more  in  more,  fe- 
verai  mafts  which  we  concluded  were  of  veffels 
laying  at  anchor,  and  though  on  ftanding  yet 
farther  in,  nothing  was  to  be  feen  as  far  as  the 
eye  could  reach  but  fand,  we  were  convinced  it 
muft  be  the  mouth  of  Rio  Grande>  fince  we 
knew  that  the  coaft  from  thence  to  the  Rio  de 
Plata  does  not  afford  a  fingle  harbour. 

The  banks,  which  run  far  into  the  fea,  made 
our  fituation  horrible,  as  we  feemed  to  be  em- 
bayed by  breakers.  There  did  not  appear  any 
retreat  for  us,  nor  any  pofiibility  of  falety,  ex- 
cept ftanding  to  fea,  and  that,  with  the  gale  ftill 
blowing  in  all  its  violence,  and  night  advancing, 
offered  only  a  forlorn  hope.  Befet  with  dangers 
and  threatened  on  all  fides  with  fudden  diffolu- 
tion,one  bold  and  laft  effort  remained;  we  de- 
termined to  ftand  through  the  breakers  and  to 
fteer  a  direct  courfe  for  the  fhips  we  faw  riding 
at  anchor! 

On  approaching  the  fliore  I  had  yielded  the 
helm  to  an  able  pilot,  Lieutenant  Drummond  ; 
confident  in  his  (kill,  forwards  we  went,  while 
all  who  dared  look  up,  fixed  their  eyes  on  the 
tremendous  breakers  we  were  about  to  encoun- 
ter, and  waited  in  filence  that  fate  which  feemed 
inevitable.  In  an  inftant  the  fe*  burft  over  us 
P  3  in 
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in  every  direction,  ourquarter-cloaths  were  tort} 
away,  and  the  boat  was  filling  with  water.  Mr. 
Drummond,  fuppofing  that  nothing  could  fave 
us  but  lightening  her,  called  out  to  throw  the 
trunks  overboard,  and  defired  me  to  drive  thofe 
forward  who  were  abaft.  Mr.  Murchifon  (the 
Mate)  with  that  manly  promptnefs  and  libe- 
rality which  he  never  fails  to  difplay,  fet  the 
example  with  his  own  trunk  ;  the  baggage  was 
thrown  overboard  without  diftinction  till  we 
fufficiently  lightened  our  vefTel,  and  thus  to  his 
and  Mr.  Drummond's  fkili  and  activity  we  are 
indebted  for  our  exigence.  Having  palTed  the 
nrfr  range  of  breakers,  and  finding  ourfelves  in 
much  fmoother  water,  but  ftill  with  breakers 
between  us  and  the  fhore,  we  came  to  an  anchor^ 
and  hoifted  an  Engliib  jack  at  the  maft  head  ; 
but  this  the  violence  of  the  wind  compelled  us 
to  lower  the  moment  it  was  hoifted.  We  were, 
however,  perceived  by  the  fignal-houfe  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  which  anfwered  us  with  a 
Portuguefe  flag,  and  by  the  help  of  a  glafs  we 
could  fee  a  boat  coming  towards  us  ;  but  find- 
ing we  were  fait  driving  to  fome  breakers  which 
lay  between  us  and  a  point  of  land  that  runs  out 
into  the  fea,  we  again  got  under  fail  and  flood 
for  the  river. 

Providence  directed  us  to  the  right  channel^ 
and  we  met  the  boat  very  near 'the  fhore.     The 

Mafter 
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Matter  Pilot,  and  a  Captain  of  militia  were  in 
her,  who  received  us  with  the  utmoft  kindnefs, 
and  conducted  us  to  the  houfe  of  the  former, 
where  nothing  that  could  give  us  comfort  was 
omitted  by  that  good  man  and  his  family.  Mr. 
Black,  Mr.  Murchifon,  and  feveral  others  landed 
with  all  their  poffeflions  on  their  back,  their  trunks 
having  been  thrown  overboard.  The  former  of 
thefe  gentlemen  naturally  applied  to  Eniign 
Minchin,  who  had,  as  before  obferved,  faved 
more  than  his  own  baggage,  but  to  little  purpofe, 
and  he  abfolutely  was  forced  to  alk  me  for  a 
change  of  linen.  This  was  the  more  vexatious, 
as  Mr.  Black  had  a  compleat  claim  on  him  on 
account  of  the  goods  which  Mrs.  Minchin  had 
faved,  and  which  were  the  property  of  Mr. 
Black  ;  however,  as  my  baggage  had  efcaped,  I 
had  the  pfeafure  of  fupplying  both  him  and  Mr. 
Murchifon. 

When  we  had  refled  about  an  hour  the  Pilot 
requefted  that  we  would  inform  him  who  we 
were,  the  better  to  enable  him  to  make  his  re- 
port to  the  Governor-General  of  the  province, 
Lieutenant-General  Sebaftian  Xavier  da  Vega 
Cabral  e  Cemara,  who  then,  on  account  of  the 
probability  of  war  with  Spain,  refided  at  Fort 
St.  Pedro,  above  four  leagues  up  the  river ;  he 
added,  that  we  muft  remain  where  we  were  until 
an  anfwer  came  from  his  Excellency. 

P  4  It 
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It  was  natural  for  me  to  wifh  that  the  difad- 
vantages  under  which  I  laboured  mould  not  be 
unnecefTarily  published  ;  I  well  knew  that  nei7 
ther  Mr.  Black  nor  Mr.  Murchifon,  the  Mate, 
v/ere  capable  of  an  unkind  a&ion,  nor  did  I  enr 
terrain  any  doubts  of  Mr.  Drummond.  I  had 
done  every  thing  for  the  general  good,  and  I  was 
fure,  that  from  them  at  lealt,  I  fhould  meet 
with  a  proper  return ;  but  my  opinion  of  the 
Enfigns  Minchin  and  Prater  was  very  different. 
I  therefore  called  thofe  two  into  another  room, 
and  requeued  them  to  tell  me  what  was  their 
intention  in  regard  to  me.  They  both  anfwered, 
by  all  means  to  conceal  every  thing  difagreeable, 
for  that  it  was  not  their  bulinefs  to  publifh  my 
misfortunes.  I  told  them,  that  though  I  was 
fcnuble  of  their  kindnefs  I  was  indifferent  to 
what  they  might  have  determined ;  but  that  it 
was  neceffary  before  I  faw  the  General,  that  I 
fhould  know  what  their  determination  was.  I 
cautioned  them  at  the  fame  time  not  to  deceive 
me,  but  if  they  thought  it  their  duty,  or  fejt 
difpofed  to  relate  my  circumftances  to  the  Ge- 
neral, to  fay  fo,  and  I  would  do  the  fame,  when 
his  Excellency  would  act  as  he  thought  proper. 
Jf,  however,  they  firft  concealed  and  afterwards 
otpofed  me,  they  would  only  expofe  themfelves, 
and  might  be  aiTured,  that  I  would  not  peace- 
ably fubmit  to  any  thing  fo  mortifying.     They 

then 
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then  repeated,  that  it  could  never  be  their  inten- 
tion in  any  report  they  might  be  required  to 
make,  to  fay  more  on  my  fjbject  than  my  name 
and  military  rank-  On  this  I  left  them,  and  they 
propofed  to  Mr.  Murchifon,  Mr.  Black,  Sec.  to 
do  the  fame,  to  wfiich  they  readily  confented,  and 
the  report  of  the  fhip's  name,  the  place  of  our  des- 
tination, with  thenames  and  rank  of  every  indivi- 
dual was  given  to  the  pilot,  in  which  I  was  ftyled 
Major  Semple  Lifle  (a  Dutch  officer)  a  paffenger. 

The  Pilot  conveyed  this  report  to  the  Go- 
vernor-General, and  the  next  morning  his  Ex- 
cellency fent  a  Non-commi(lioned  Officer  with 
his  instructions.  The  Pilot  was  by  thefe  di- 
rected to  fend  all  who  were  Officers  immediate- 
ly up  the  river  po  him,  for  that  he  would  not 
dine  until  they  arrived,  and  the  foldiers  and 
women  were  ordered  to  follow  in  our  own  boat ; 
Enfign  Minchin,  with  his  Lady,  Prater,  the 
Purfer,  and  myfelf,  accordingly  embarked  in 
the  Pilot's  boat,  while  Mr.  Drummond  and  Mr. 
Murchifon  remained  to  take  charge  of  the 
launch*  and  fuch  bagage  as  we  had  not  been  com- 
pelled to  throw  overboard. 

We  had  not  proceeded  more  than  a  league  up 
the  river,  before  we  met  the  General's  barge, 
with  an  officer,  who  informed  us,  that  he  was 
fent  by  his  Excellency  to  congratulate  us  on  our 
efcapc,  and  to  conduct  us    to   the   town ;  we 

thereupon 
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thereupon  went  into  the  General's  barge,  and 
foon  reached  Fort  St.  Pedro. 

We  found  the  Governor-General  in  a  large 
audience-chamber  at  the  head  of  the  Officers  of 
the  garrifon  all  in  full  uniform.  The  benevo- 
lence apparent  in  his  countenance,  his  manly 
form  and  the  elegance  of  his  manners  filled  me 
with  admiration  and  refpect,  and  infpired  me 
with  ideas  of  the  moil  favourable  kind,  which 
a  further  knowledge  amply  confirmed.  That 
inimitable  General,  having  fpent  the  laft  thirty 
years  of  his  life"  entirely  in  the  Brazils,  would 
not  that  day  venture  to  fpeak  to  us  in  French, 
as  the  few  opportunities  he  had  enjoyed  of  con- 
verting in  that  language,  might,  he  apprehended, 
have  rendered  him  unable  to  exprefs  himfelf  in 
the  manner  he  could  wifh ;  but  a  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  Engineers,  converfant  in  that  lan- 
guage, was  commanded  by  the  General  to  en- 
quire into  our  adventures,  and  to  affure  us  that 
his  Excellency  would  give  us  every  ailiflance  in 
his  power. 

The  Lieutenant-Colonel  immediately  addref- 
fed  himfelf  to  me;  but  anxious  as  I  was  to 
avoid,  as  far  as  might  be,  implicating  myfelf  in 
any  concerns  of  the  officers  or  foldiers,  I  told 
him  that  I  had  not,  as  he  might  perceive  by  the 
report  fent  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  any 
authority  or  connection  either  with  the  fhip  or 

the 
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jhe  troops ;  that  for  information  in  whatever 
regarded  them,  his  beft  way  would  He  to  addrefs 
himfelf  to  the  proper  officers  who  were  no  doubt 
able  to  account  for  the  mutiny,  and  to  explain 
their  own  condud,  fubjedts  upon  which  I  did  not 
wi(h  to  talk  ;  I  then  pointed  out  to  him  Enfign 
prater,  who  I  informed  him  could  fpeak  French, 
and  that  the  Steward,  who  was  1  ike  wife  prefent, 
could  fpeak  both  French  and  Italian. 

The  butinefs  having  been  by  them  explained 
to  his  Excellency,  he  informed  the  officers  of 
the  troops  that  we  mould  experience  the  libera- 
lity due  to  the  fubjedrs  of  an  antient  ally  of  the 
Oueen  his  Sovereign,  and  that  they  and  the  fol- 
diers  mould  be  treated  as  his  Britannic  Majefty's 
troops  were  on  his  own  eftablifhment.  The 
General  then  did  me  the  honour  to  addrefs  a 
few  words  to  me,  and  we  took  leave  till  the  hour 
of  dinner. 

To  amufe  us  till  the  table  was  prepared,  a 
number  of  officers  conducted  us  to  the  houfe  of 
the  Commandant  Colonel  Manuel  Marquez  de 
Lima  de  Sauza.  There  we  found  a  laro;e  com- 
pany,  wfeo  were  afTembled  for  the  purpofe  of 
offering  their  fervices,  and  congratulating  us  on 
our  happy  arrival  in  their  country.  Various 
refrefhments  were  prefented  to  us,  and  among 
the  reft,  fome  extremely  fine  bottled  porter, 
which,  as  that  part  of  Brazil  has  no  traffic  what- 
ever 
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ever  with  any  other  quarter  of  the  world,  is 
eftcemed  more  than  Imperial  Tokai  is  in  Great 
Britain.  Every  individual  of  this  truly  refpec- 
table  alTemblage  loaded  us  with  carefTes,  and 
icemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  acts  of  kind- 
nefs  towards  us. 

We  returned  to  tlae  General's  about  four, 
when  dinner  was  announced,  and  we  were  moft 
fumptuoufly  entertained  ;  we  fat  down,  about 
forty  in  number,  to  a  fplendid  dinner  of  three 
courfes,  and  an  elegant  defert  ;  but  fuch  is  the 
fryle  in  which  his  Excellency  lives. 

In  the  evening  we  were  conducted  to  the 
quarters  which  had  been  provided  for  us.  His 
Excellency  had  already  diftinguiihed  me,  and 
faid,  as  we  took  leave,  that  as  he  was  unable  to 
accommodate  me  in  his  own  houfe,  he  had  di- 
rected half  of  his  Adjutant-General's  to  be  pre- 
pared for  me  ;  Lieutenant  Drummond  expreffed 
a  defire  to  be  lodged  with  me ;  when,  finding 
there  was  fufficient  room,  I  requefted  that  a  bed 
might  be  prepared  for  him  which  was  accord- 
ingly done.  Next  morning  the  Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel of  engineers,  who  had  acted  as  interpreter 
{he  day  before,  came  to  my  quarters  to  require 
that  I  would  accompany  him  to  the  General's. 
In  compliance  with  this  requeft  I  immediately 
went,  when,  after  fome  converfation  on  various 
fubjects,  his  Excellency  told  me,  that  it  would 

be 
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be  necefTary  for  me,  together  with  the  officers 
of  the  fhip  and  troops,  to  make  a  report  of  every 
particular  regarding  our  voyage,  to  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  Viceroy.  I  told  his  Excellency, 
that,  fituated  as  I  was,  1  could  make  no  report, 
as  I  had  not  the  honour  to  ferve  Britain  ;  I  had 
even  left  it  under  unpleafant  c ire um (lances, 
and  had  no  concern  whatever  with  the  fhip  or 
troops,  being  only  a  palTenger,  as  his  Excel- 
lency would  perceive  by  the  report  made  by  his 
Majefty's  officers  and  thofe  of  the  fhip,  on  our 
arrival  in  his  government.  The  General's  re- 
quefl  was  therefore  communicated  to  Enfign 
Minchin,  and  the  other  gentlemen,  who,  in  con- 
fequence,  drew  up  a  report  every  wayfimilar  to 
the  former  one,  but  more  ample  ;  it  was  figned 
by  all,  myfelf  accepted,  and  certified  regularly 
to  be  a  true  report.  In  this  document  Mr. 
Minchin  flyled  himfelf  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant, 
a  title  which  he  had  indeed  afTumed  from  the 
day  we  left  Falmouth,  faying,  that  he  had  that 
day  received  his  promotion. 

The  invitation  to  dine  with  the  General  was 
continued  during  our  flay,  and  it  was  further 
intimated  to  me,  that  his  Excellency  wifhed  to 
fee  me  every  morning  at  eight  o'clock.  On  the 
third  day,  waiting  upon  him  according  to  his 
defire,  he  mofl  politely  addrefTed  me,  telling  me, 
he  was  confident  no  man  deferved  better  to  wear 
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a  fword  than  myfelf,  and  concluded  by  prefenU 
jng  me  with  a  moll  elegant  one. 

Flattering  as  it  was  to  be  thus  diftinguifhed 
by  this  excellent  and  accomplished  General, 
itill  my  pleafure  was  not  totally  unmixed  with 
pain.  I  knew  the  effect  this  diftinction  would 
have  on  the  minds  of  our  military  gentlemen,  and 
apprehended  fome  unpleafing  event  in  confe- 
quence  of  their  envy;  I  however  continued  my 
exertions  to  acquire  and  to  deferve  the  friend- 
ihip  and  protection  of  his  Excellency,  and  the 
efleem  of  the  garrifon. 


CHAP.     XX 

News  comes  of  the  Lady  Shore  being  brought  into 
Monte  Video  on  the  Rio  da  Plata.— Enfign  Min- 
chin  and  the  Purfer  fend  each  a  report  to  the 
Spanifb  Governor.-— Enjign  Praters  behaviour  to 
the  author,  and  the  confequences  of  it. — Prater, 
who  was  in  difgrace,  again  admitted  to  the  Ge- 
neral's table  at  the  author' 's  iniercefion. — De- 
f crip! ion  of  the  province  of  Rio  Grande,  the  man- 
tiers  of  the  inhabitants,  and  their  uncommon  hofpi- 
tality. — Scandalous  behaviour  of  the  Englifb  foU 
dkrs. — A  child  of  one  of  the  Englifb  folditrs 

chrijlened 
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chrijlened  at  Port  St.  Pedro. — %be  Governor  and 
a  Lady  of  diftinftion  fiand  fponfors. — 'The  Author 
and  his  companions  prepare  to  leave  Rio  Grande. 
— Detained  by  contrary  winds* — The  mode  of 
catching  wild  cattle  in  that  country. — 7 he  author 
tefolves  to  go  over  land  to  Rio  Janierot  and  obtains 
the  Governor's  leave  for  that  purpo/e. — The  fame 
favour  refufed  to  Mr.  Minchin. 

About  the  middle  of  September,  the  Gene- 
ral received  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of 
Monte  Video y  a  Spanifh  fettlement  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  Rio  de  Plata,  acquainting  him  that 
an  Englifh  fhip  had  been  brought  in  there  by 
mutineers  ;  that  the  fliip's  name  was  the  Lady 
Shore,  bound  for  Botany  Bay,  with  Britifh  fol- 
diers  and  female  convicts  ;  that  the  Frenchmen 
who  then  commanded  her,  declared  that  they 
had  revolted   in  confequence   of  having   been 

FORCED     INTO      THE      SERVICE      AS      SOLDIERS; 

that  they  had  made  themfelves  matters  of  the 
ihip  near  the  Rio  Grande;  in  doing  which  the 
Captain,  Chief  Mate,  and  a  foldier  were  killed, 
and  that  they  had  given  the  fhip's  launch,  with 
all  things  neceflary,  to  a  Major,  two  officers  of 
the  troops,  two  of  the  fhip,  and  feveral  others, 
at  fome  diftance  from  Rio  Grande.  The  Go- 
vernor of  Monte  Video  exprefTed  the  greateft 
concern  to  know  whether  we  got  fafely  on 

fliore, 
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fhore,  and  folicited  his  Excellency,  in  cafe  w£ 
were  with  him,  to  engage  us  to  fend  him  a  re- 
port of  the  tranfa&ion :  he  added,  that  he  was 
the  more  anxious  for  this,  as  he  could  rely  upon 
our  report,  though  not  upon  that  of  the  muti- 
neers * 

His  Excellency  communicated  the  purport  of 
this  letter  to  me,  and  urged  me  to  make  a  re- 
port, to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  Governor  of 
Monte  Video  \  but  I  returned  the  fame  anfwer 
that  I  had  done  before,  and  excufed  myfelf  to 
him  as  having  no  command  in  the  (hip,  and 
having  left  home  in  difgrace. 

Two  reports  were  then  made,  one  by  Enfigrt 
Minchin,  and  one  by  Mr*  Black,  the  Purfer ; 
the  latter  was  done  with  candour,  good  fenfe, 
and  propriety ;  but  the  former  was  of  a  very 
diiferent  defcription.  Minchin,  whether  he 
really  thought  what  he  wrote,  or  whether  he 
had  private  reafons  for  mifreprefentation,  re- 
peated the  ridiculous  charge  which  has  been  al- 
ready hinted,  of  the  prompt  obedience  of  the 
failors  to  the  mutineers  ;  this  he  reprefented  in 
a  criminal  light,  though  it  was  evident  to  every 
perfon  on  board  that  they  only  obeyed  from  ne- 
eefilty,  and  becaufe  a  refufal  would,  in  all  pro- 
bability, have  been  punifhed  with  death. 

The  Surgeon  of  the  fhip,  a  fpirited,  amiable, 
and  intelligent  young  man,  had,  as  I  before  ob» 

ferved, 
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ferved,  been  forcibly  detained  by. the  muti- 
neers ;  for  him  I  entertained  the  high  regard  he 
fo  well  deferved,  and,  by  the  advice  of  his  Excel- 
lency General  da  Veiga,  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
Governor,  in  which  I  accounted  for  not  making 
a  report,  intreating  him  to  diftinguifn  that  me- 
ritorious young  gentleman,  and  as  an  act  of 
juftice  and  humanity,  to  enable  him  to  return 
to  London  as  foon  as  poflible.  I  addreffed,  at 
the  fame  time,  another  to  the  Surgeon,  both  of 
which  the  General  indulgently  inclofed  in  his 
own  letter  to  the  Governor  of  Monte  Video,  and 
which  he  difpatched  by  a  courier. 

The  effect  which  the  partiality  the  Genera! 
did  me  the  honour  to  bellow  upon  me;  began 
now  to  manifeft  itfelf  in  the  conduct  of  fome  of 
my  companions.  Enfign  Prater,  in  contempt 
and  contradiction  of  the  various  reports  he  had 
iigned;  in  violation  of  every  focial  tic  which 
arofe  from  thofe  habits  of  intimacy  in  which  we 
lived  from  the  day  of  our  arrival  at  Rio  Grande, 
gave  a  loofe  to  that  malice  he  could  no  longer 
contain.  He  not  only  divulged  what,  by  the 
common  confent  of  all  parties,  was  judged  pro- 
per to  be  concealed,  but  uttered  a  number  of 
malicious  flanders  againft  me.  Thefe  his  brother 
Enfign  reported  to  me,  with  many  fevere  ftric- 
tures  onfuch  unwarrantable  conduct;  and  added, 
*har,  as  he  had  put  us  all  in  an  aukward  fitua- 

Q.  tion, 
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tion,  if  I  was  difpofed  to  let  him  pafs   unptr- 
nifhed,  be  wotdd  not. 

In  the  courfe  of  a  few  minutes,  and  while  I 
was  yet  glowing  with  feelings  much  eafier  to  be 
imagined  than  defcribed,  I  faw  Prater  walking 
with  Mr.  Murchifon,  the  Mate,  in  the  ftreet. 
Smitten  with  confeious  guilt,  he  fled,  and  at- 
tempted to  hide  himielf  in  the  houfe  of  a 
burgher;  I  followed,  and,  having  reached  him, 
faid,  that,  though  I  felt  more  afhamed  than 
proud  of  drawing  my  fword  againft  him,  flill 
the  wanton  flanders  he  had  uttered  had  placed 
me  in  fuch  a  fituation,  in  a  ftrange  country,  as 
reduced  me  to  the  neceflity  of  vindicating  my- 
felf  with  the  arms  of  a  foldier;  he  had  there- 
fore no  remedy,  no  hope,  but  in  a  manly  de- 
fence. He  flood  hefitating,  and  I  was  tempted 
to  haften  him  by  a  hearty  kick,  but  in  vain  ;  I 
told  him,  that,  after  having  abufed  me  in  the 
manner  he  had  done,  he  could  not  hope  to 
fcreen  himfelf  behind  his  want  of  courage;  Itill 
he  refufed  to  draw.  My  fword  was  already  in 
my  hand,  and  my  point  directed  to  his  bofom, 
when  Mr.  Murchifon,  the  Mate,  (who,  together 
with  the  Steward,  into  whofe  quarters  he  had 
fled,  and  was  prefent  at  the  whole  affair,)  feized 
my  arm  ;  and,  perhaps,  prevented  me  from  do- 
ing that,  in  a  paroxyfm  of  padion,  which  might 
have  embittered  every  cool  moment  of  my  fu- 
ture 
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ture  life.  I,  however,  made  him  leave  me  his 
fvvord,  and  then  permitted  him  to  fly;  but  un- 
fortunately, Mr.  Murchifon,  whofe  goodnefs  of 
heart  induced  him  to  interfere,  received  a  fevere 
wound  acrofs  his  hand,  when  he  threw  himfelf 
before  me  to  fave  Prater. 

That  night  I  was  put  in  arreft  by  the  Com- 
mandant, who,  early  in  the  morning,  carried 
me  to  the  Governor  ;  by  that  excellent  General 
I  was  treated  with  great  and  even  unufual  kind- 
nefs ;  and  had  the  proud  fatisfaction  to  hear 
from  himfelf  the  warmeit  encomium  on  my 
conducl,  which  he  faid  had  given  me  a  frefh 
claim  to  his  friendfhip.  Mr.  Minchin  likewife 
waited  on  his  Excellency,  to  exprefs  his  difap- 
probation  of  his  brother  officer's  conducl;  and 
faid,  that  though  I  had  fuffered  fome  difficul- 
ties in  my  own  country,  which  it  Was  not  his 
bufinefs  to  explain,  flill  Prater,  as  well  as  him- 
felf, knew  me  to  be  a  gentleman  and  an  old 
officer.  I  then  wifhed  to  relate  to  the  General 
all  the  circumftances  of  my  difgrace;  but  that 
truly  great  man  impofed  lilence  upon  me,  fay- 
ing, "  I  will  not  fuffer  you  to  call  to  your  me- 
"  mory  any  painful  event." 

Prater,  as  well  as  myfelf,  had  been  put  under 
arreft,  and  was  not  yet  enlarged ;  I  folicited 
his  Excellency  to  difcharge  him,  promifing 
upon  my  honour,  that  I  would  no  more  lift  my 

Q  2  hand 
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againft  him  while  in  the  government  of  &i& 
Grande  ;  his  Excellency  replied,  that  after  fuch 
a  promif  e  from  me,  itwas  no  longer  neceffary 
to  keep  Prater  in  confinement,  for  he  was  con- 
fident that  there  was  no  danger  of  that  gentleman'' s 
attacking  me.  He  therefore  ordered  an  Aid-du~ 
Camp  to  announce  to  him  that  he  was  at  liber- 
ty; but  that  his  appearance  at  the  General':* 
table  would  be  difpenfcd  with  for  the  future. 

The  next  morning  Prater  fent  to  me  to  pro- 
pofe  to  make  any  apology  I  might  require ;  I 
anfwered  him,  that  /  could  receive  no  apology 
from  him,  but  I  thought  he  would  do  well  to 
apologize  to  the  Governor  for  the  impropriety 
of  his  conduct.      He  accordingly  fent  to   the 
Colonel  of    engineers,  the  General's  Aid-du- 
Camp,  and  myfelf,   and  addrefling  himfelf  to 
them,  he  begged  of  them  to  allure  his  Excel- 
lency that  he  lamented   his  mifconduct ;   and 
folemnly  declared  that   what  he  had  done  pro- 
ceeded from  the  effects  of  envy   and   wine. 
This  meffage  was  immediately  delivered  to  the 
General,  who  fmiled  and  faid,  ft  Tell  the  poor 
•'  gentleman  to  come  and  dine  at  my  table  when 
"  he  pleafes ;"    and   Prater,    to  the  utter   af- 
tonifhment  of  every  one  who  knew  the  tranfac- 
tion,  never  failed  to  appear  at  dinner  as  if  no- 
thing had  happened. 

The  province  of  Rio  Grande  lies  about  the 

6th 
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6th  degree  of  fouth  latitude,  and  34th  of  well 
longitude;  the  foil  is  extremely  fertile,  pro- 
ducing all  things  in  the  greateft  abundance, 
with  which  the  inhabitants  are  well  fupplied ; 
in  fact,  the  luxury  of  the  firft  clafs  of  the  people 
is  exceilive,  and  fnch  as  one  would  fcarcely  expect 
in  a  place  almoft  fhut  out  from  the  reft  of  the 
world.  The  town  of  Port  St.  Pedro  is  fituated 
about  four  leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
from  which  the  province  takes  its  name ;  it  is 
moftly  of  wood,  ill-built,  and  ftraggling,  with 
very  few  good  houfes ;  nor  did  I  fee  above  two 
or  three  that  confifted  of  more  than  one  floor. 
The  Governor's  houfe  is  fmall,  but  conveni- 
enient  and  laid  out  entirely  on  a  military  plan, 
Itconfifts  of  a  fuite  of  apartments,  all  on  the 
ground  floor.  There  is  a  handfome  cathedral, 
with  very  fuitable  cftablifhments  about  it; 
and  I  mould  fuppofe  that  here,  as  well  as  every 
where,  the  clergy  are  well  taken  care  of. 

The  people,  unlike  thofe  of  the  mother 
country,  are  remarkably  clean,  and  drefs  in  a 
fplcndid  manner;  their  linen,  which  feems  with 
them  a  favourite  article  of  drefs,  is  exceedingly 
fine,  and  is  always  fo  clean  that  it  really  prepof- 
fefles  a  ftranger  in  their  favour;  notwithstanding 
I  have  ever  carried  cleanlinefs  to  a  finical  nice- 
ty, I  made  but  a  fecond  rate  figure  at  Port  St. 
Pedro  ;  for  fuch  is  the  effect  of  the  fun,  and  the 
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pure  water,  that  their  linen  is  white  beyond  all 


imagination. 


The  hofpitality  of  the  Rio-grandians  far  exceeds 
all  I  ever  faw  in  any  other  part  of  the  world; 
they  are  not  contented  with  the  cool  civility 
which  is  dignified  with  the  name  of  hofpitality 
in  other  countries;  they  court  the  fociety  of 
frrangers,  merely  for  the  fake  of  heaping  bene- 
fits upon  them,  and  they  are  ever  upon  the 
watch  for  opportunities  to  do  fervice  to  all  that 
approach  their  dwellings.  I  have  already  faid 
a  few  words  on  the  manner  in  which  the  officers 
were  treated,  but  Brazilian  hofpitality  ftopt  not 
here;  the  inhabitants  followed  the  very  foldiers 
in  the  Itreets,  giving  them"  invitations  to  their 
houfes,  and  prefting  favours  upon  them.  How 
the  foldiers  returned  thefe  ads  of  kindnefs  will 
be  feen  hereafter. 

Befides  the  regular  forces,  the  whole  males 
are  enrolled  in  the  militia,  and  form,  if  not  per- 
haps the  bed  difciplined,  by  far  the  beft  drefTcd 
corps  in  the  world ;  their  waiftcoats  and 
breeches  are  generally  filk,  as  are  the  linings  of 
their  coats  ;  thefe,  with  the  exceflive  whitenefs 
and  cleannefs  of  their  linen,  render  their  ap- 
pearance truly  elegant. 

The  orderly  and  civilized  manners  of  this 
elegant  corps  formed  a  ftriking  contraft  to  the 
behaviour  of  our  Britifh  foldiers  (two  Serjeants^ 
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two  Corporals,   and    two  privates)   who   were 
there.     Thefe  heroes  were  perpetually   quarrel- 
ling, not  only  among  themfelves,  and  with  their 
own  officers,  but  with  their  benefaclors  in  the 
town,  on    whom  they   never   failed   to  beftow 
every  abufive   epithet   their  knowledge  of  the 
Portuguefe  language  afforded  them,  by  way  of 
return  for  the  civilities  they  received.    This  irre- 
gular and  brutal  conducl  occasioned  the  Gene- 
ral, though  the  mildeft  and   moft  humane  man 
living,   to  imprifon  them  in   the  guard-houfe; 
nay,  fuch  was  their  behaviour,  that  during  the 
feven  weeks  we  were  there,  they  were  never  all 
at  liberty.     So  much  was  his  Excellency  dif- 
pleafed  with  them,  that  I  have  heard  him  re- 
peatedly fay,  he  would  rather  fend  them  home 
at  his  own  expence,  than  fjiTer  them  to  remain 
in  the  country  he  governed  ;  and  all  the  officers 
of  the  garrifon  declared  with  one  voice,  that  for 
the  laft  ten  years  fo  many  punifhments  had  not 
been  known  in  that  country.     Sorry  am  I  to 
add,  that  fo  frequent  vifitors  thefe  foldiers  were 
to  the  prifon,  that  the  inhabitants  gave  it  the 
name  of  the  EngliJJj  barracks. 

I  might  fill  a  volume  with  particular  inftances 
of  the  kindnefs  we  experienced,  but  the  follow- 
ing will  certainly  mew  that  the  foldiers  ought 
to  have  at  leaft  comported  themfelve«  with 
decency.     One  of  their  wives  who  came  with 
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u.s  had  been  brought  to  bed  a  few  days  before 
we  left  the  fhip;  the  infant  as  well  as  the  mo- 
ther arrived  fafe,  and  were  by  a  Brigadier-Ge- 
neral's widow,  received  into  her  houfe.  She 
cloathed  the  mother,  and  finding  the  child 
had  not  yet  been  chriftened,  refolved  to  have 
that  ceremony  performed  according  to  the  rites 
of  the  church  of  Rome.  A  chriftening  is  a  very 
important  concern  in  this  country,  and  ma- 
naged with  much  fplendor;  accordingly  the 
foldier's  wife  was  dreffed  very  handfomel.y,  or- 
namented with  diamonds  which  the  lady  lent 
her.  The  Brigadier's  widow  and  the  General 
flood  fponfors  ;  the  ceremony  was  conducted  in 
a  moft  magnificent  ftyle,  and  when  it  was  over, 
the  General  prefented  the  father  with  a  fmalj 
fum,  which  would  probably  afterwards  have 
been  augmented,  had  not  his  mifconduct  pre- 
cluded his  Excellency's  bounty. 

We  had  been  fix  weeks  in  Rio  Grande>  every 
day  experiencing  frefh  marks  of  kindnefs  from 
the  General  and  the  inhabitants  ;  it  may  indeed 
be  truly  faid,  that  his  Excellency  makes  huma- 
nity his  employment,  and  that  thofe  under  him 
ftrive  to  imitate  him.  To  myfelf  he  was  conti- 
nually fhewing  new  proofs  of  friendfbip,  and 
when  I  was  about  to  go,  earneftly  intreated  me 
to  remain  with  him ;  an  invitation  too  ho- 
nourable and  too  flattering  to  have  been  de- 
clined. 


MAJQR    SEMPLE     LISLE.  2%% 

clined,  had  I  not,  for  many  reafons,  thought  my 
prefcnce  in  Britain  abfolutely  neceffary. 

About  the  20th  of  September  we  prepared  to 
go  on  board  fome  coafting  veffels  for  Rio  de 
Janeiro  ;  Enfign  Minchin,  his  Lady,  the  Purfer, 
and  myfelf,  embarked  in  one  veffel,  and  Enfigti 
Prater,  Mr.  Drummond,  the  foldiers'  wives, 
and  the  reft  of  our  company  pn  board  four 
Others.  The  General  made  me  feveral  valuable 
prefents  at  my  departure,  and  befides  filled  our 
fhip  with  abundance  of  ail  kinds  of  provifions 
for  the  pafiage. 

The  wind  proving  unfavourable  we  remained 
three  weeks  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  where 
we  amufed  ourfelves  with  mooting.  We  found 
vaft  numbers  of  a  kind  of  plover,  called  by  the 
Portuguefe  ^uero-^ueroy  from  their  cry  ;  par- 
tridges are  by  no  means  plentiful,  but  there  are- 
abundance  of  fnipes,  ftorjes,  fea  parrots,  &c. 
The  great  number  of  vultures  that  abound  here 
are  a  real  bleffing  to  the  inhabitants,  who  kill 
every  year  vaft  quantities  of  wild  cattle  for  the 
fake  of  the  fkins  ;  the  carcafes  which  they  leave 
in  the  woods  would,  by  their  putrefaction,  occa- 
fion  peftilence,  did  not  they  find  a  ready  fepul- 
chre  in  the  rapacious  maws  of  thefe  voracious 
birds. 

They   take   thefe  cattle   in   a   very  lingular 

manner.     One  of  their  methods  is  by  means  of 
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a  thong  of  plaited  leather,  from  thirty  to  forty 
feet  in  length  ;  a  ring  of  iron  at  one  end  ferves 
to  pafs  the  other  end  through,  and  thus  form  a 
running  noofe.  The  Indian  who  ufes  this,  gets 
within  reach  of  a  horfe  or  bullock,  and  taking  a 
large  coil  of  the  thong  in  his  right  hand,  and 
feveral  others  ready  to  veer  away  in  his  left ;  he 
dexteroufly  throws  it  over  the  animal's  head, 
while  he  is  flying  from  him  full  fpeed,  and  by  a 
fudden  check  brings  him  to  the  ground.  Their 
other  method  is  by  three  balls  connected  by  a 
thong,  two  of  which  are  about  three  inches  in 
diameter,  and  the  third,  which  is  to  be  held  in 
the  hand  about  two  Inches.  The  hunter,  when 
he  wifhes  to  ufe  this,  takes  the  fmall  ball  in  his 
right-hand,  and  fvvings  the  other  two  round  his 
head  till  he  has  got  the  proper  aim  and  velocity; 
he  then  throws  it  at  the  legs  of  the  animal  he  is 
purfuing,  with  fuch  dexterity,  as  either  to  break 
or  entangle  them  as  he  thinks  fit.*  With  thefe 
inftruments,  it  is  computed  that  from  three -to 
four  hundred  thoufand  head  of  cattle  are  annu- 
ally fiaughtcred. 

We  were  feveral  days  detained  by  contrary 
winds,  and  it  being  the  general  opinion  of  all 
who  knew  the  coaft,  that  the  wind  would  not 
Hi i it  till  the  moon  changed,  my  anxiety  to  re- 
turn to  Europe  increafed,  and  my  natural  im 
patience  of  temper  rendered  me  quite  unhappy, 
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I'therefore  refolved  to  folicit  the  Governor  ot 
permit  me  to  go  over  land,  in  fpite  of  the  dan- 
ger and  difficulty  attending  fuch  an  expedition  ; 
but  before  I  applied  to  his  Excellency  I  pre- 
vailed on  Mr.  Black  the  Purfer,  to  promife  to 
accompany  me. 

In  confequence  of  this  refolution  I  difpatched 
a  meffenger  to  his  Excellency  the  General,  who, 
with  his  ufual  kindnefs  and  politenefs,  returned 
me  an  immediate  anfwer,  allowing  me  to  go 
when  I  p leafed,  and  to  take  with  me  whom  I 
might  chufe. 

Next  morning,  at  day-break,  wedifembarked 
to  return  to  town.  When  we  left  the  fhip  the 
wind  was  contrary,  but  juft  as  we  reached  the 
fhore  it  chopped  about  ;  the  pilot  made  the 
fignal  for  the  veffels,  ten  in  all,  to  weigh  ;  we 
flood  on  the  brink  of  the  river,  and,  with  fomc 
regret,  faw  them  ftand  to  fea,  and  every  fhip, 
except  that  which  we  had  juft  left,  pafs  the  bar 
in  fafety.  She  ftruck  upon  a  bank,  and  a  vio- 
lent gale  fpringing  up  at  that  moment,  the  pilot 
went  to  her  aftiftance,  but  thinking  her  loft,  his 
own  boat  and  the  fhip's  launch  took  out  all  the 
perfons  on  board.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Minchin  faved 
all  their  property,  but  Mr.  Black's  trunk  and 
mine  weie  left  on  board,  and  the  ihip  prefently 
after  going  to. pieces,  the  unfortunate  Purfer  was 
again  ftripped  of  almoft  every  thing. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Minchin  landed  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
river,  which  is  very  broad,  and  we  were  on  the 
fouth,  where  no  boat  was  to  be  had  ;  they  there- 
fore went  to  the  pilot's,  and  we  mounted  our 
horfes  to  proceed  to  the  town.  The  General 
had  already  learnt  from  the  fignals,  that  one  of 
the  (hips  had  been  loft  on  the  bank  ;  from  us  he 
learnt  all  the  particulars,  and  next  morning 
fcn-t  his  barge  to  bring  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Minchin  to 
town. 

Mr.  Minchin  requefted  the  General  to  permit 
him  to  proceed  over  land,  but  his  Excellency 
thought  proper  to  refufe,  telling  him,  that  he 
would  provide  him  a  pafTage  in  one  of  the  next 
fhips,  which  would  fail  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
days.  The  General  added,  that  fuch  an  indul- 
gence was  very  unufual,  and  that  his  granting  it 
to  me  was  purely  the  effecT:  of  private  friend- 
Mi  p,  as  he  muft  anfwer  himfelf  for  any  confe- 
quences  that  might  enfue. 


CHAP.  XXI. 

"The  author  prepares  for  his  journey,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Blacky  Richards  a  boyy  a  Brazilian  fervatit  t 
two  dragoons ,  and  two  Indians. — Set  outt  and  lay 
the  firft  night  at  Tropa  Velhay  where  the  country 
legins   to    grow  fertile. — Elegant  entertainment 

there* 
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there. — Dine  at  the  hut  of  a  poor  Farmer. — Sleep 
at  the  houfe  of  an  officer  of  auxiliary  dragoans, 
where  the  entertainment  is  magnificent. — Remark- 
able fitu  at  ion  of  Moiftardio. — Manner  of  marking 
horfes  on  the  royal  farms. — Dexterity  of  the  In- 
dians in  the  ufe  of  two  very  fingular  weapons. — A 
merry  prank  played  on  a  Farmer. — Torres,  a  fort 
en  the  frontiers  of  the  province  of  Rio  Grande,  de- 
fer ipt  ion  of  it  /  vafl  number  of  feals  there. — Bra- 
zilian cavalry. — Charatler  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Rio  Grande. — Farinha,  a  root  rifed  as  afubjlituie 
for  bread. — Difficulty  in  croffing  a  large  river. — 
A  curious  old  Frenchman. — Extraordinary  mode  of 
fjhing. — Mountains  near  Lacuna. — Part  with 
their  former  guides. — From  Laguna  the  road  t&~ 
wards  St. Catharine's  very  bad. — Stop  at  a  whale 
fijhery,  and  next  day  arrive  at  St.  Catharine's. 

VV  e  now  prepared  for  our  journey,  with  the 
fatigues  of  which  we  were  made  fully  acquaint- 
ed, both  by  the  General  and  others,  who  knew 
and  had  experienced  them.  They  reprefented 
to  me  in  very  urgent  terms,  that  none  but  a 
ftrong  man  inured  to  fatigue,  could  fupport 
fuch  an  expedition,  through  a  country  in  many 
places  defolate,  and  in  all  but  thinly  inhabited; 
for  my  fafety  they  exprefTed  no  apprehenlion,  as 
my  habits  had  ever  been  of  the  laborious  and 
cnterprifing  kind  ;  but  they  with  a  well-meant 

earneftnefs- 
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earneftnefs  of  intreaty,  defired  me  by  iio  mean's 
to  think  of  taking  Mr.  Black  or  the  boy  Richards 
•with  me. 

Though  Mr.  Black  was  not  an  expert  horfe- 
man,  and  the  boy  had  never  been  in  the  fuddle ; 
the  former  treated  the  fatigue  and  danger  with 
contempt,  and  I  was  moreover,  befides  the  wifhr 
I  had  for  fuch  a  companion,  bound  to  him  by  a 
promife ;  as  for  the  boy,  his  artlefs  intreaties 
were  irrefiftible  ;  and  he  had  fo  long  been  ufed 
to  look  up  to  me  as  his  only  protector,  that  he 
would  not  be  difTuadcd  j  I  was  therefore  obliged 
to  permit  him  to  join  in  the  expedition. 

The  mode  of  travelling  in  that  country  is 
truly  lingular.  There  are  no  inns  or  any  place 
where  frem  horfes  may  be  regularly  procured, 
the  traveller  therefore  takes  with  him  fromflfty 
to  a  hundred horfes ,  by  far  the  greater  part  of  which 
have  never  been  mounted  j  thefe  are  driven  be- 
fore him  quite  loofe,  by  one  or  two  Indians,  and 
when  the  horfeon  which  he  rides  is  fatigued,  the 
Indian  catches  him  another.  This  would  to  an 
European  be  no  eafy  talk,  but  here  it  is  far 
otherwife ;  for  you  have  only  to  point  out  the 
horfe  you  wifh,  and  the  Indian  makes  directly 
at  him,  throws  his  thong  or  lace,  before  de- 
fcribed,  over  the  animal's  head,  and,  in  fpite  of 
all  his  efforts,  leads  him  to  you. 

His  Excellency  had  given  me  an  old  dragoon, 

who 
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who  knew  the  country,  for  a  guide,  and  a  militia, 
dragoon,  to  add  to  our  force  ;  we  had  alfo  two 
Indians  to  drive  our  horfes.  We  were  furnifh- 
€d  with  leathern  bafkets  for  our  baggage,  which 
are  laid  on  the  backs  of  the  horfes,  fomewhat 
like  panniers  ;  we  had,  however,  not  much  to 
carry,  the  whole  confifling  of  a  few  changes  of 
linen,  and  a  fpare  coat,  our  heavy  articles  hav- 
ing been  left  in  the  fhip  and  loft  by  her  being 
"wrecked. 

We  took  leave  of  our  moil  worthy  friend  and 
benefactor  the  Governor,  who,  together  with, 
moil  of  the  officers  of  the  garrifon  accompanied 
us  to  the  river  fide.  Our  conductor,  who  was 
already  in  the  north  town,  having  prepared 
every  thing  for  our  departure,  we  croffed  that 
evening,  a  diftance  confiderably  above  a  league. 
On  the  fourth  of  October,  about  feven  in  the 
morning,  Black,  myfelf,  little  Richards,  and  a 
fervant  I  had  engaged  at  Rio  Grande,  began  our 
march.  About  eleven  we  reached  the  village  of 
EJireito,  where  we  dined  with  the  curate,  who- 
gave  us  a  very  friendly  reception.  After  dinner 
we  refumed  our  route  on  frefa  horfes,  and  in  the 
evening,  about  fix,  we  arrived  at  the  houfe  of  a 
captain  of  auxiliary  cavalry,  about  eleven  leagues 
diftant  from  the  place  whence  we  i~et  out. 

We  were  elegantly  entertained,  but  fat  down 
'to  fupper  by  ourfelves,  the  whole  family  being 

nder 
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under  the  deepeft  affliction  for  the  lofs  of  a  rieaf 
relation,  who  died  a  few  days  before.  This  re- 
lation had  come  to  a  tragical  end  while  we  werd 
preparing  for  our  journey,  having  been  found 
murdered  upon  the  fhore  near  St.  Pedro.  It 
was  generally  fuppofed  that  he  had  been  detec- 
ted in  an  intrigue,  as  he  had  been  feveral  times 
obferved  by  his  fervants  to  go  out  late  in  the 
evening,  difguifed  and  armed  ;  from  the  mark 
about  his  neck  it  was  evident  that  he  had  been 
fuddenly  caught  by  a  *  lace,  rio  very  unufual 
mode  of  affaflination  in  that  country,  and  having 
been  thus  ftrangled  was  thrown  into  the  water. 

A  little  before  we  reached  this  place,  where 
we  took  up  our  firft  night's  quarters,  the  coun- 
try begun  to  look  more  fertile,  and  cultivation 
to  appear.  This  captain's  houfe  is  one  of  thofe 
appointed  for  the  reception  of  the  Governor,  in 
his  journeys  between  Port  Allegro,  a  town  fitu- 
ated  about  60  leagues  up  the  Rio  Grande,  where 
he  ufually  refides,  and  Port  St.  Pedro,  which  he 
onlyoccafionally  vifits.  Our  fuppcrwas,as  I  have 
before  mentioned,  very  fumptuous,  and  might, 
at  lcaft,  have  handfomely  entertained  forty  per- 
fons  ;  a  vaft  quantity  of  provision  went  away 
untafted,  and  after  a  fine  defert,  and  plenty  of 
excellent  wines,  we  retired  to   reft ;  our  beds 

*  The  natives  give  the  name  of  lace  to  the   plaited  lea- 
ther thong  with  which  they  catch  animals.  ( 

were 
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tore  fuitable  to  our  fupper ;  I  flept  in  that  ap- 
propriated to  the  General,  and  Mr.  Black  in 
that  of  his  Adjutant.  The  whole  of  this  feat 
is  extremely  pleafant,  and  the  gardens  are  laid 
out  with  tafte ;  it  'belongs  to  Captain  Luiz  da 
Souza,  who,  from  his  being  the  oldeft  captain, 
called  it  Tropa  Velhd,  or  the  old  troop; 

After  a  hearty  breakfaft  we  took  leave  of  our 
hofpitable  entertainer,  and  proceeded  on  our 
journey  through  a  fine  romantic  country. 
About  eleven  we  reached  a  hut,  where  we  could 
have  nothing  to  eat  till  they  killed  a  fheep,  upon 
part  of  which  we  dined.  In  this  hut  the  crew 
of  a  fouth-feaman,  wrecked  upon  the  coaft  fome 
years  ago,  lived  a  confiderable  time,  and  one  of 
them  who  embraced  the  Roman  Catholic  faith, 
Hill  remains  a  few  leagues  off.  The  General, 
whofe  humanity  every  ftranger  is  fure  to  expe- 
rience, not  only  flood  fponfor  to  him  at  the  time 
of  his  fecond  baptifm,  but  fhewed  him  many 
marks  of  favour,  which,  fo  far  as  I  could  learn, 
he  very  little  deferved. 

After  a  fhort  repofe  during  the  heat  of  the 
day,  when,  in  fact,  travelling  is  almofl  impof- 
fible,  we  again  proceeded  on  our  journey,  and 
that  night  were  entertained  at  the  houfe  of  a 
Captain  of  dragoons,  named  Joze  Carneiro  Ge- 
raldes.  This  gentleman's  houfe  is  likewife  one 
of  thofe  where  the  General  repofes  in  his  pro- 

R  greffes, 
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greflcs,  and  here  again  we  were  feafted  in  a' 
fumptuous  manner.  Our  beds  were  extremely 
magnificent,  and  here,  as  the  night  before, 
and  I  may  add,  fo  long  as  we  flept  at  his 
Excellency's  houfes  of  reft,  I  was  compli- 
mented with  the  General's  own  bed,  and 
Mr.  Black  with  that  of  his  Adjutant.  Next 
morning  we  were  furni fried  with  provifions  and 
other  neceflarics,  and  after  breakfaft  fet  for- 
ward. 

About  our  ufual  hour  we  reached  the  village 
oiMoijlardio,  where  we  dined  with  the  vicar,  a 
man  of  good  education  and  polite  manners,  who 
gave  us  a  very  kind  reception.  This  village  is 
remarkable  for  its  fituation,  being  in  the  middle 
of  a  fand,  though  furrounded  by  a  very  fine  and 
fertile  country  ;  it  confifts  of  one  large  ftreet  of 
tolerably  well-built  houfes.  After  dinner  we 
continued  our  route  to  Naftantiade  Pavoz,  a  royal 
farm.  Here,  to  the  number  of  horfes  we  had 
already  collected,  and  were  driving  before  us,  we 
added  about  a  dozen  ;  they  are  the  property  of 
the  crown,  and  are  diftinguifhed  by  having  one 
ear  cut. 

The  adjacent  country,  as  far  as  can  be  feen,  is 
covered  with  infinite  numbers  of  wild  horfes, 
fome  few  of  which  may  indeed  have  been  once 
or  twice  mounted,  and  then  again  loft  or  turned 
loofe,  but  by  far  the  greateft  part  are  in  a  ftate 

of 
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of  nature.  The  inhabitants  keep  a  few,  and  but 
a  few  domeftic  ones,  and  when  they  want  any 
ifor  the  King's  fervice,  for  which  demands  are 
frequently  made,  they  catch  the  wild  ones, 
and  among  the  number  thus  collected,  the  tra- 
veller mull  felecl:  thofe  he  means  to  ride.  As 
neither  of  my  Britifh  companions  nor  my  fer- 
vant  were  expert  horfemen,  I  always  defired  that 
they  mould  have  the  tameft  horfes.  Little 
Richards,  on  account  of  his  youth,  I  mounted 
on  the  mod  tradable,  Mr.  Black  claimed  the 
next  preference,  and  then  my  Brazilian  fervant  j 
as  to  myfelf,  the  dragoons,  and  the  Indians,  we 
took  any  that  offered,  if  they  only  appeared  to 
be  able  to  perform  their  work. 

Next  day  we  reached  the  houfe  of  an  auxiliary 
Captain,  where  we  dined,  and  were  entertained 
in  a  plain  hofpitable  manner  j  after  dinner  we 
again  proceeded,  and  I  was  eye-witnefs  to  a 
piece  of  Indian  dexterity  and  addrefs,  which  I 
cannot  forbear  relating  at  full  length,  as  it  will 
more  forcibly  than  any  defcription  exemplify 
the  manner  in  which  they  ufe  their  plaited 
thong,  called  in  that  country  lace,  and  their 
halls. 

Towards  evening  one  of  the  horfes  which  we 

were  driving  before  us,  contrary  to  the  common 

practice  of  thofe  animals,  feemed  determined  to 

efcape  from    his    companions.     After    feveral 
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fruitlefs  attempts,  he  at  length  fucceeded  in 
detaching  himfelf,  and  gallopped  away  at  a  moft 
furious  rate ;  one  of  the  Indians  purfued  him, 
I  accompanied  him  in  the  chace.  After  follow- 
ing him  for  at  leaft  an  hour,  over  every  obftacle, 
during  which  time  the  Indian  made  feveral  vain 
attempts  to  noofe  him  in  his  lace,  no  refource 
was  left,  fince  night  was  coming  on  and  we 
were  drawing  near  a  wood,  but  the  balls.  Thefe 
are  never  unneceflarily  ufed,  as  the  danger  of 
laming  the  animal  is  confiderable;  but  the 
profpecl:  of  Iofing  the  horfe  in  the  thicket,  and 
perhaps  a  little  pique  at  the  trouble  occafioned 
by  the  unruly  beatr,  induced  the  Indian  to 
apply  to  this  lalt  expedient.  He  therefore  took 
his  balls,  as  before  defcribed  ;  holding  the 
fmall  one  in  his  right  hand,  he  followed  the 
object  of  our  purfuit,  whirling  them  round  his 
head  till  he  law  his  opportunity  j  when  (at 
about  forty  yards  diftance)  he  threw  them  with 
great  force  at  the  animal.  The  balls  flew  whirl- 
ing through  the  air,  and  completely  entangled 
the  hind  legs  of  the  horfe,  fo  that  they  were  de- 
prived of  all  motion  unlefs  together.  Thus 
hampered,  the  furious  beaft  dragged  himfelf 
near  a  mile,  until  fatigue  compelled  him  to  flop, 
when  the  Indian,  with  great  dexterity,  threw  the 
lace  over  his  head,  and  hawled  it  tight  round 
his  neck.  Curious  to  know  how  he  would  un- 
fix 
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fix  the  balls,  which  were  twilled  in  a  very  ex- 
traordinary manner  round  the  horfe's  hind  legs, 
I  offered  no  afliftance,  but  fuffered  him  to  ma- 
nage the  bufinefs  entirely  by  himfelf. 

He  begun  by  difmounting,  and  (till  keep- 
ing his  lace  tight,  tied  a  knot  with  the  end 
of  it  round  the  fore  legs  of  the  horfe,  by  the 
means  of  which  he  in  a  moment  threw  him 
upon  his  lide ;  he  then  fet  his  foot  on  the 
horfe's  neck,  but  without  flackening  that  part 
of  the  lace  which  was  round  it,  and  crawled 
down  over  his  body,  till  he  could  reach  the 
hind  legs,  from  which  he  difentangled  the  balls ; 
after  this  he  (lipped  the  knot  which  tied  the 
fore  legs,  and  allowing  him  to  rife,  led  him 
away.  We  then  rejoined  our  companions,  and 
reached  the  houfe  of  a  farmer,  who  was  alfo  an 
auxiliary  Lieutenant,  fituated  in  a  mod  roman^ 
tic  fpot ;  on  one  fide,  the  view  is  bounded  by 
mountains,  and  on  the  other,  it  opens  to  an  ex- 
tenfive  profpect,  where  woods,  lakes,  and  rivers 
afford  a  moft  charming  relief  to  each  other.  The 
country  is  very  fertile,  and  the  uncultivated 
parts  abound  in  game,  and  immenfe  numbers  of 
wild  horfes  and  cattle  j  oftriches  are  alfo  very 
plentiful  here. 

We  were  hofpitably  received,  and  provided 

with  good  accommodations  of  every  fort,  and 

la.  the  morning  purfued  our  journey.     About 

R  3  noon 
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noon  we  arrived  at  a  very  poor  farm,  where 
we  could«procure  no  refrefhment,  except  a  little 
milk :  we  therefore  nad  recourfe  to  rhe  pavi- 
lions we  had  brought  with  us,  and  in  the  even- 
ing found  ourfelves  at  a  farm  not  much  better 
than  that  we  had  lately  left ;  here  we  patted  the 
night. 

Next  morning,  about  ten,  we  came  to  a  river, 
which  we  forded,  and  about  noon  came  to  fome 
flihermen's  huts  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  near 
its  mouth  ;  we  were  again  compelled  to  dine  on 
our  own  provilions,  and  then  forded  the  river  a 
fecond  time.  About  five  we  arrived  at  a  clufter 
of  ruined  huts,  occupied  by  a  few  negroes,  and 
a  new  unfinilhed  houfe  at  a  fmall  diftance. 
Here  we  found  nothing  but  fome  beef,  milk,  and 
eggs,  and  the  negroes  huts  were  fo  ruinous  and 
filthy,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  enter  them 
without  difguft ;  the  new  houfe  was  fhut  up, 
the  windows  were  barred  on  the  infide,  one  door 
was  bolted  within,  the  other  locked,  and  the 
owner,  who  was  gone  to  another  eftate  he  occu- 
pied at  a  confiderable  diftance,  had  the  key  with 
him.  Notwithstanding  I  had  often  lain  in  the 
fields,  I  did  not  feel  myfelf  at  all  difpofed  to 
do  fo  when  a  good  houfe  prefented  itfelf,  but 
the  difficulty  was  now  to  get  in.  We  could  not 
force  the  windows  without  doing  injury,  on  ac- 
count of  the  ftrength  of  the  bars ;  but  an  open- 
ing 
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ing  of  confiderable  fize  over  each  door/  though 
too  fmall  to  creep  through,  gave  us  a  view  of 
the  interior  of  the  houfe.  By  looking  through 
the  hole  over  the  door  which  was  locked,  I  could 
perceive  where  the  bolt  on  the  infide  of  the 
other  was  ;  one  perfon  was  therefore  held  up  by 
the  reft  of  us,  who,  putting  his  arm  and  a  long 
(lick  through  the  aperture  over  the  bolted  door, 
with  much  difficulty,  after  a  number  of  ineffec- 
tual efforts,  withdrew  the  bolt. 

We  found  the  houfe  totally  unfurnifhed,  but 
there  was  a  fide  of  bacon  and  a  cheefe,  with 
which  we  made  free  to  augment  our  fupper ;  we 
then  made  our  beds  of  our  horfe  cloths  and 
went  to  reft.  In  the  morning,  when  ready  to 
depart,  we  refolved  to  play  a  fly  joke  upon  our 
landlord,  and  accordingly  firft  bolted  the  locked 
door,  fo  as  to  render  his  key  ufelefs.  We  then 
all  went  out,  except  the  boy  Richards,  who, 
having  bolted  the  other  door,  built  himfelf  a 
little  ftage,  by  the  help  of  which  he  reached  the 
hole  over  it.  Through  this  we  with  difficulty 
dragged  him,  and  then  having  pufhed  down 
the  ftage  with  a  flick,  and  bribed  the  negroes 
to  fecrecy,  we  departed,  leaving  the  owner  to 
exercife  his  ingenuity  in  contriving  how  he 
might  enter  his  own  houfe. 

The  evening  was  almoftdark  when  we  arrived 

here ;  but  the  beautiful  view  which  opened  upon 

R  4  us 
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us  in  the  morning,  made  me  quit  this  place  with 
regret.  The  country  round  was  aftonifhingly 
fertile,  and  abounded  in  all  forts  of  game  ;  the 
houfe  itfelf  ftood  about  half  a  mile  from  a  noble 
and  extenlive  lake,  bordered  by  a  margin  of 
luxuriant  grafs ;  beyond  this  arofe  a  grove  of 
irately  trees,  which  never  lofe  their  verdure, 
while  the  range  of  mountains,  which  runs  along 
the  coaft,  bounded  the  profpecT,  and  harmo- 
nized in  a  mod  pidlurefque  manner,  with  the 
pure  azure  of  the  Iky.  Having  quitted  this 
beautiful  fcenery,  we  proceeded  on  our  march, 
and  having  refreshed  ourfelves  at  a  farm,  went 
on  to  Torres,  a  fort  fituated  on  an  eminence  by 
the  fea  on  the  frontiers  of  the  province  of  Rio 
Grande. 

About  a  league  before  we  came  to  Torres,  the 
road  led  us  down  to  the  fea  coaft,  where  we 
travelled  along  the  fands,  clofe  to  the  water,  for 
a  confiderable  diftance.  Here  we  had  a  full 
view  of  the  mountain  on  which  the  fort  is  built, 
and  of  another  abreaft  of  it,  each  of  which  pre- 
fents  a  perpendicular  front  of  rocjes,  of  amazing 
height,  to  the  fea  j  thefe  with  fomefmall  craggy 
iflands  very  near  the  fhore  exhibit  a  majeftic 
view,  and  form  a  frriking  contraft  to  the  fcenes 
of  fertility  we  had  juft  left.  The  fort,  though 
it  might  be  rendered  impregnable,  in  its  prefent 
date,  hardly  merits  the  name.     Some  batteries 

arc 
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S»re  indeed  begun,  but  none  are  finifhed;  nor  did 
I  fee  more  than  two  guns  mounted. 

The  dragoon,  who  had  been  our  conductor  on 
our  march,  was  now  fo  fatigued  that  reft  was 
indifpenfibly  neceiTary  for  him.  His  exertions 
had  really  been  furprifing;  for  he  had  the 
charge  of  every  thing,  and  had  rode  at  leaft  three 
miles  where  we  had  rode  one ;  my  fervant  like- 
wife  was  totally  worn  out ;  I  therefore  confented 
to  flop  twenty-four  hours.  To  this  I  was  the 
more  readily  induced  as  the  fociety  we  met  with 
was  highly  amiable;  for  the  Lieutenant  who 
commanded,  had  two  charming  daughters  who 
fung  delightfully,  and  played  with  muchtafte  on 
the  harp  and  other  inftruments. 

The  morning  after  our  arrival  I  explored  the 
mountain  on  which  the  fort  ftands,  as  well  as 
the  adjacent  one,  each  of  which,  efpecially  the 
latter,  is  perpendicular  towards  the  fea.  The 
rock  forms  a  cove,  at  the  bottom  of  which  is  an 
inacceflible  cave ;  into  this,  even  in  the  moll 
moderate  weather,  the  fea  rolls  with  a  mofl  tre- 
mendous noife,  that  may  be  heard  many  leagues, 
and  fometimes,  in  (Irong  eaflerly  gales,  even  , 
rifes  above  its  roof.  From  hence,  as  well  as 
from  the  fort  of  Torres,  we  could  dinflin&ly  fee 
thofe  fmall  rocky  iflands,  which  I  have  before 
mentioned  ;  from  this  place,  they  feemed  alive 
on  account  of  the  great  number  of  feals  with 

which 
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which  they  were  covered.  The  Lieutenant 
{hewed  me  feveral  fkins  offuch  as  he  had  killed, 
many  of  which  were  fully  as  large  and  coarfe  as 
a  bull's  hide. 

This  is  the  northernmoft  frontiers  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Rio  Grande ,and  though  but  thinly  inha- 
bited, the  Lieutenant  aflured  me  he  could,  when~ 
ever  it  might  be  required,  colled:  five  hundred 
men  in  twenty-four  hours,  all  of  them  trained  to 
arms.  I  muft  here  remark  that  this  gentleman 
was  more  than  commonly  intelligent,  and  very 
capable  of  fliining  in  a  much  higher  fphere  than 
that  in  which  he  then  moved. 

The  only  commodities  of  this  fertile  and  beau- 
tiful country  are  corn  and  hides ;  with  the  for- 
mer, they  fupply  the  reft  of  Brazil ,  and  the  lat- 
ter are  exported  to  Rio  Janeiro^  and  thence  to 
Europe.  The  Brazilian  cavalry  might  be  made 
the  belt  in  the  world,  efpecially  for  that  coun- 
try ;  the  horfes  are  excellent,  and  will  live 
where  an  European  horfe  could  not  exift.  The 
men  arerobult  and  hardy,  and  being  accuftomed 
from  their  infancy  to  the  faddle,  fupport  fatigues 
on  horfeback  in  an  aftonifhing  manner.  Every 
dragoon,  befides  the  horfe  on  which  he  rides, 
has  from  two  to  five  fpare  ones,  which  accom- 
pany the  regiment  ;  he  carries,  befides  the  ufual 
arms  of  a  horfeman,  his  lace  and  ballsy  and  when 
he  finds  his  horfe  tired,  he  turns  him  loofe,  and 

catches 
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catches  another,  which  he  immediately  mounts,. 
Their  elegance  is  very  great ;  even  the  privates 
having  their  large  fpurs  and  their  fword  hilts  of 
maflive  filver. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Rio  Grande 
differ  confiderably  from  thofe  of  the  reft  of 
Brazil,  as  well  as  from  thofe  of  Portugal  ;  they 
are  active  and  induftrious ;  remarkably  hofpi- 
table  to  ftrangers,  and  exhibit  ftrong  marks  o€ 
cheerfulnefs  and  good  temper  in  every  look. 

We  refted  at  Torres  one  day  as  had  been 
agreed  upon,  and  our  guide  finding  himfelf  ca- 
pable of  travelling  we  refumed  our  march.  We 
fet  out  at  day-light,  and  immediately  on  quitting 
Torres  entered  the  Captaniha  of  Santa  Catherinha. 
Our  route  lay  along  the  fea  fhore,  and  about 
noon  we  came  to  an  hut  where  we  could  procure 
no  provifions  except  milk  and  a  little  rum,  fo  that 
we  were  compelled  to  dine  upon  this  and  a  little 
farinha  which  we  carried  with  us. 

As  I  may  have  occalion  to  mention  the 
farinha  again,  it  will  not  be,  perhaps,  wandering 
too  far  from  my  line  to  give  fome  account  of 
this  lingular  production.  The  Portuguefe  call 
it  farinha  de  pao,  or  four  of  wood,  and  prepare  it 
from  the  root  of  a  fhrubby  plant,  every  where 
to  be  found  in  Brazil ;  the  root  is  fucculent,  and 
about  an  inch  in  diameter  at  largeft.  When 
parted  it  taftes  very  like  a  potatoe;  but  to  pre- 
pare 
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pare  it  as  a  fubflitutc  for  bread,  they  employ  a 
fort  of  mill,  which  carries  a  large  circular 
grater;  this  machine  reduces  the farinha  rather 
to  little  lumps  than  to  the  ftate  of  flour,  and  it 
is  thus  eaten  by  the  country  people,  either 
alone,  or  mixed  up  with  cold  water  into  a  fort 
of  pafte.  When  the  Portuguese  (hips  of  war  are 
on  the  Brazil  ftation,  it  is  ferved  out  to  the 
people  under  the  name  of  farinha  de  guerra  ; 
they  feem  to  like  it  much,  and  fometimes  eat  it 
baked  with  fugar  or  treacle,  when  it  forms  a 
fort  of  fweetmeat,  far  from  difagreeable.  Fa- 
rinha and  bananas,  which  are  equally  plentiful, 
form  almoft  the  fole  food  of  the  negroes;  and 
all  the  inhabitants,  without  diftinclion,  are  fo 
accuftomed  to  it,  that  very  little  bread  is  made 
life  of. 

Having  waited  to  refrefh  ourfelves  during  the 
heat  of  the  day,  we  proceeded  on  our  route,  and 
in  the  evening  reached  a  river  which  it  was  necef- 
fary  we  mould  crofs,  in  order  that  we  might  pro- 
cure quarters  at  a  guard-houfe  that  has  been 
built  on  the  oppofite  fide.  It  was  fo  dark  that 
we  could  not  be  feen  by  the  guard  on  the  other 
fide,  who  are  placed  there  to  ferry  paflengers 
acrofs  in  canoes,  and  the  river  was  fo  broad  that 
we  could  not  make  ourfelves  heard.  Notwith- 
standing the  rapidity  of  the  ftream  my  fervant 
{tripped  and  fwam  over  ;  he  found  the  foldiers, 

whQ 
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who  inftantly  came  for  us.  Our  horfes,  to  the 
number  of  about  fifty,  we  fwam  acrofs,  and  turn- 
ed them  to  feed,  during  the  night  in  a  meadow 
near  the  banks;  we  ourfelves  were  compelled  to 
fleep  in  a  forry  guard-houfe,  occupied  by  about 
a  dozen  militia  foldiers.  We  could  meet  with 
no  fort  of  provifions,  except  fome  badly  dried 
fifh,  not  even  fo  much  as  farinha ;  fortunately, 
however,  in  the  bottom  of  a  bag,  in  which  we 
had  carried  fome  provifions,  we  found  a  few 
handfuls,  on  which,  and  a  little  rum,  we  had 
brought  from  the  hut  where  we  had  flopped  at 
noon,  we  made  our  fupper.  Our  faddle  cloaths 
were  our  beds  for  the  night,  during  which  a  vaft 
quantity  of  rain  fell  ;  the  roof  was  totally  ina- 
dequate to  keeping  us  dry,  and  we  were  almoft. 
as  completely  drenched  as  if  we  had  remained 
in  the  open  air. 

Early  in  the  morning  we  were  vifited  by  a 
little  old  Frenchman  who  lived  farther  up  the 
river ;  he  had  come  into  that  country  as  a  fol-. 
dier,  and  had  lived  there  twenty-fix  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  had  never  heard  his  own 
language  fpoken.  Through  want  of  practice 
he  had  almoft  forgotten  it,  nor  yet  could  he  ex- 
plain himfelf  in  Portuguefe;  in  fhort,  none  but 
his  own  family  could  comprehend  him.  Not 
being  able  to  make  himfelf  underftood  by 
words,  he  attempted  to  do  it  by  ligns  and  ges- 
tures : 
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tures;  inthefe,  by  long  habit,  he  had  acquired 
a  moft  grotefquc  facility,  and  abfolutely  fome- 
times,  might  have  been  miftaken  for  a  great 
baboon. 

At  feven  next  morning  our  horfes  were  col- 
lected, and  we  prepared  to  continue  our  jour- 
ney. We  found  ourfelves  obliged  to  pafs  ano- 
ther branch  of  the  fame  river,  not  lefs  rapid 
than  the  former ;  the  horfes  were  fent  over  by 
the  dragoons  and  Indians,  and  we  followed  in  a 
canoe. 

Here  we  faw  an  extraordinary  mode  of  fifh- 
Ing,  almoft  incredible  indeed,  and  what  I  mould 
not  perhaps  have  ventured  to  mention,  had  not 
Mr.  Black,  in  his  narrative,  already  publilhed 
it.  The  fifti,  at  the  river's  mouth,  are  fo  very 
plentiful,  that  the  fhoals  feem  to  cover  the  fur- 
face  of  the  water,  and  nothing  more  is  done  than 
to  beat  the  waves  with  the  paddles  of  the  canoes. 
The  fifh,  thus  alarmed,  having  no  room  to  fave 
themfelves  by  fwimming,  leap  out  of  the  water 
in  fuch  numbers,  that  thofe  which  accidentally 
fall  into  the  canoe;  are  fufficient  to  load  it  in  a 
few  minutes. 

When  we  had  crofTed  this  river,  one  of  our 
horfes  took  in  his  head  to  leave  his  companions, 
and  fet  off  as  faft  as  he  could ;  he  was  followed 
by  many  others,  and  we  were  in  danger  of 
lofing  feveral   more.     The  fame.  Indian,   who 

had 
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had  fa  nimbly  purfucd  the  former  fugitive, 
whofe  adventure  I  have  already  related,  imme- 
diately gallopped  after  them,  and  I  thinking  he 
might  be  unable  to  manage  them  all,  joined  the 
chace.  We  followed  them  a  long  time  over  the 
hot  burning  fands,  in  many  places  almoft  up  to 
our  horfes  bellies  ;  but  at  length  we  fucceeded 
in  bringing  them  all  back,  and  about  noon  reft- 
ed  at  fome  huts,  where  we  procured  a  little  rum, 
and  dined  upon  fome  fifh  we  had  bought  from 
the  men  we  faw  catching  them  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river. 

After  dinner,  we  refumed  our  journey,  de- 
pending upon  the  information  of  our  guides, 
that  we  might  reach  the  town  of  Lagtma  that 
night,  which  they  faid  was  only  about  five 
leagues  off.  We  were,  however,  difappointed, 
and  in  the  evening  found  that  we  were  fome 
leagues  from  that  town ;  we  therefore  went  to 
the  houfe  of  a  prieft,  who  was  not  at  home,  but 
having  got  fome  fowls  from  the  ilaves,  who  alfo 
killed  a  fheep  to  accommodate  us,  we  ftaid 
there  that  night,  and  in  the  morning  fet  off  for 
Laguna. 

Here  we  met  with  the  only  mountains  ex- 
cept thofe  at  Torres,  which  we  wereo  bliged  to 
crofs.  We  paifed  feveral  hills  of  fand,  of  great 
magnitude,  and  at  laft  reached  the  top  of  a 
rocky  precipice,  where  we  found  that  our  guides 
*»~  had 
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had  miffed  the  way.  We  were  unwilling  to  re- 
turn the  road  we  came,  and  therefore  endeavour- 
ed to  find  fome  place,  where  the  defcent  might 
be  practicable  ;  we  found  one,  which  we 
thought  tolerably  fafe,  and  having  difmounted, 
drove  our  horfes  down  the  defcent,  following 
them  on  foot. 

As  we  approached  Laguna,  the  country  had 
a  very  romantic,  hilly,  and  wild  appearance. 
We  had  much  difficulty  in  finding  our  way,  we, 
however,  at  length,  after  crofling  an  immenfe 
meadow,  reached  the  river,  at  the  mouth  of 
which,  on  the  north  fide,  the  town  of  Laguna 
lays.  The  horfes  we  had  been  thus  far  fup- 
plied  with  were  to  (top  here;  we  therefore  dref- 
fed  ourfelves  under  a  tree,  while  the  canoe  was 
getting  ready  to  carry  us  to  the  town.  Before 
we  reached  the  river  which  leads  to  the  bar  we 
had  a  lake  to  pafs  which  is  very  broad,  very  ftill, 
and  very  fhallow.  The  river,  on  the  contrary, 
is  very  deep,  and  the  current,  in  fome  places, 
extremely  ftrong.  After  a  paffage  of  about  an 
hour  and  a  half,  we  arrived  in  the  harbour, 
which  we  found  full  of  fmall  vefTels,  remarkably 
well  built,  and  much  appearance  of  commerce 
on  every  hand.  We  were  conducted  immedi- 
ately to  the  Commandant,  by  whom  we  were  ex- 
tremely well  lodged,  and  entertained  in  a  very 
handfome  manner. 

Lagium 
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\Laguna  is  a  fmall  town,  but  well  built,  the 
people  drefs  well,  and  feem  to  live  in  great! 
plenty  ;  the  country  round  it  is  uncommonly 
beautiful,  and  every  thing  Teems  to  confpire  to 
render  the  place  rich  and  rlourifhing. 

At  Laguna  we  difmifTed  our  dragoons  and 
Indians,  by  whom  I  wrote  a  letter  of  thanks  to 
the  Governor  of  Rio  Grande,  acknowledging  all" 
the  favours  we  had  received  from  him  and  his 
garrifon.  At  the  fame  time  I  affured  him  that 
our  journey  had,  inltead  of  abounding  in  hard- 
fhips,  been  exceedingly  pleafant  and  entertain-" 
ing.  Had  I  been  able  to  forefee  the  inconve- 
niences we  were  to  meet  with  the  next  day,  I 
might  not  perhaps  have  wrote  fo  gaily. 

Prom  Lagima  we  took  frefh  guides,  v\ hoy  a? 
well  as  the  former,  were  dragoons  ;  we  alfo  had 
frefh  horfes,  and  on  the  morning  of  Sunday, 
October  i6th,we  refumed  our  journey.  About: 
noon  we  arrived  at  Villa  Nova,  a  village  moll 
beautifully  iituated  on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  where 
we  refted  during  the  heat  of  the  day,  and  then 
again  changing  horfes  and  guides,  we  rufhed 
into  fcenes  new  to  us.  Our  road  lay  through 
immenfe  forcfts,  where  the  path  was  fo  narrow 
as  to  preclude  the  poffibility  of  two  going 
abreafl ;  in  many  places  it  was  indeed  almoft 
teo  narrow  for  one;  and  Mr.  Black  was  once  li- 
terally jammed  between  two  trees,  fo  that  it  re- 

S  quired 
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quired  our  united  efforts  to  difengagc  him*.  Iri 
many  parts  the  road  was  fo  deep  that  I,  though 
vanity  flatters  me  with  being  a  fkilful  horfeman, 
could  with  difficulty  keep  my  feat ;  nor  is  this 
all,  for  the  trees  over-hang  the  way  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  during  many  hours  we  were  forced 
to  crouch  down  upon  our  horfes  necks,  and  in 
that  painful  pofture  we  had  to  afcend  and  de- 
fcend  precipices* 

We  marched  to  a  fpecies  of  mufic  every  way 
adapted  to  the  rugged  fcenes  around  us  ;  the 
roaring  of  different  favage  beafts,  and  the  hi  fling 
of  ferpents  were  heard  every  moment;  but 
though  we  often  judged  from  the  horrid  founds 
that  they  were  very  near  us,  we  faw  none.  After 
a  moil  troublefome  and  fatiguing  march  we 
reached  a  whale  fifhery,  about  eleven  or  twelve 
leagues  from  St.  Catharine's,  a  little  after  fun^ 
fet. 

Here  we  were  kindly  received  by  the  fuper- 
intendant,  apparently  an  intelligent  man  ;  he 
Inhabited  an  excellent  houfe,  the  beft  I  had  till 
then  feen  in  the  country,  and  mewed  us  all  the 
works  and  buildings  belonging  to  the  place. 
From  the  complaints  he  made  againft  the 
Britifh  whale-fimers,  it  mould  feem  that  in  this 
place  they  fenlibly,  and  to  their  iofs,  feel  the 
effects  of  the  induftry  and  activity  of  my  coun- 
trymen. 

Br 
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by  his  advice  we  agreed  to  proceed  from 
hence  to  St.  Catharine's  in  one  of  his  whale* 
boats,  being  quite  difcouraged  by  his  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  road,  which  he  rcprefented  as  even 
worfe  than  that  we  had  palTed.  We  left  the 
filhery  early  in  the  morning,  and  about  two 
o'clock  reached  the  place  of  our  deftination. 

This  pafTage  for  beauty  exceeds  any  thing  I 
have  ever  fctn  or  heard  of,  laying  berween  a 
range  of  mod  fertile  mountains,  diftant  from 
each  other,  in  the  narrowed  places,  about  a 
league.  The  whole  coaft,  on  both  iides,  feems 
an  orangerie i  on  our  pafTage  we  were  induced 
to  (top  at  a  farm-houfe,  in  a  moft  delightful 
fituation,  to  refrefh  ourfelves,  and  there  the 
people  almoft  loaded  our  boat  with  excellent 
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Arrival  at  St.  Catharine's  j  honourably  received 
there. — The  Portuguefe  fleet  from  Rio  de  Janeiro 
laying  in  the  road  of  St.  Catharine's,  the  author's 
arrival  is  announced  to  the  Admiral. — Superb  ce- 
remony at  the  Admiral's  landing. — Ghara&er  of 
the  troops  there* — The  curious  manner  i$  'which 
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the  Indians  ride. — The  author  meets  with  an  old 
•     acquaintance. — Is  vwfl  kindly  treated  by  the  Ad- 
miral.— He  and  Mr.  Black  go  to  dine  with  the 
Admiral,  and  vifit  the  other  Captains. — They  pafs 
their  time  in  every  pleafure. — They  fail  for  Rio 
de  Janeiro. — The   author  is  treated  with  much 
diJlincJion  by  the  Admiral. — He  prefents  his  let- 
ters to- the  Adjutant -General  and  the   Viceroy. — 
The  perfidy  of  Enfgn  Minchin,  who  gets  into  dif- 
gr ace  for  it. — Minchin  and  Prater  make  applica- 
tion to  the  Viceroy  to  be  paid  as  in  England,  which 
is  refufed. — The   author  refufes   to    receive  any 
money. — They  prepare  to  depart,  and  the  author  is 
feni  on  board  the  Ulyffes. — Mr.  Murchifon  and 
Mr.  Black  embark  on  board  two  South-fca  whalers. 
All,  except  the  author,  ordered  on  boatd. — Enfgn 
Minchin' s  humorous  embarkation. 

vJn  our  arrival  at  St.  Catharine's  we  were 
concluded  to  the  Governor,  to  whom  I  pre  Tent- 
ed the  letter  of  recommendation  which  the 
Governor-General  of  Rio  Grande  had  given 
me.  We  were  received  with  much  politenefs, 
and  apartments  in  the  palace  afligned  to  us.  I 
acquainted  the  Governor  with  my  delire  to  con- 
tinue my  journey  to  Rio  de  Janeiro  immediately 
by  land,  if  it  were  poflible,  if  not,  to  be  allowed 
to  embark  in  the  fir  ft  fhip  ;  he  told  me,  that  we 
'were  very  fortunate,  for  that  Admiral  Antonio 

Januario 
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Januario  de  Valle,  had  arrived  from  Rio  de  Ja- 
neiro,  only  two  days  before,  with  a  fquadron  of 
four  fhips  of  the  line,  three  frigates  and  a  brig. 
He  added,  that  the  Admiral  with  his  fleet  lay 
in  the  road,  about  four  miles  below  the  town, 
and  that  he  had  not  yet  been  on  fhore,  but  was 
expected  the  next  day,  and  that,  molt  probably, 
he  would  furnifh  us  with  a  paflage  to  the  port 
we  wiihed  to  reach.  Tne  Governor  the  fame 
night  fent  his  Aid-de-Camp  on  board  the  Admi- 
ral's (hip  to  acquaint  him  with  our  adventure 
and  arrival  at  St.  Catharine's. 

The  fecond  day  after  our  arrival  the  Admiral 
nrae  on  Ihore  with  great  ceremony.  Not  only 
ihegarrifon  of  the  town  and  all  the  militia  of 
the  ifland,  but  a  battalion  of  infantry  then  in 
that  place,  on  its  march  for  Rio  Grande,  were  af- 
fembled,  and  formed  in  two  lines  from  the  pa- 
rade before  the  palace  to  the  landing-pace,  to  re- 
ceive  his  Excellency. 

The  troops  made  a  very  fine  figure,  were  well 
drefled,  and  the  cavalry  particularly  verified 
the  opinion  I  had  formed  of  them  in  Rio 
Grande.  The  militia  uniform  pf  that  ifland, 
both  for  cavalry  and  infantry  is  light  blue  ; 
they  are  ftout,  well  made  men,  and  the  horfes 
are  better  than  in  Rio  Grande.  This  is  owing  to 
their  eating  corn,  which  thofe  of  Rio  Grande,  ex- 
cept fuch  as  are  tamed  and  accuftomed  to  it, 
S  3  will 
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will  not  touch  ;  but  the  great  number  of  them, 
which  are  every  where  to  be  found,  renders  a 
fingle  horfe  of  very  little  importance.  The 
Indians,  who  are  very  dextrous  in  catching 
them,  ride  in  a  very  lingular  manner;  their 
fiddle  is  coarfe,  and  the  girths  are  of  hide  ;  their 
bridles  exactly  refemble  thofe  of  the  Moors^ 
Turks',  and  Tartars,  a  circumitance  which  the 
more  aftonifhes  me  that  there  is  no  connection 
between  the  countries,  but  their  itirrups  are 
widely  different,  and  truly  lingular  in  their  con- 
duction ;  theyconilft  of  a  piece  of  wood  which 
forms  a  fort  of  femicircle,  about  an  inch  diame- 
ter, and  there  is  a  hole  through  each  end  of  this 
to  receive  the  ftirrup  leather.  The  Indian 
fixes  his  great  toe  in  this  curved  piece  of  wood, 
which  is  juft  large  enough  to  receive  it,  nor 
does  he  touch  the  ftirrup  with  any  other  part  of 
his  foot;  in  fact,  they  rvde  (contrary  to  the 
practice  of  the  Moors,  &c.)  with  fuch  long 
fVirrups,  that  it  requires  the  utmoft  extent  of 
:he  leg,  to  reach  them  even  with  the  toe. 

The  Admiral's  departure  from  his  (hip  was 
announced  by  the  ufual  fafute,  and  a  fignal  gun 
was  fired  from  every  fort  on  the  coaft  between, 
the  road  where  the  (hips  lay  and  the  town  ;  thefe 
forts,  as  he  palled' them,  likewife  fired  a  royal 
falute.  This  great  ceremony  was  performed 
becaufe  his  Excellency  had  come  from  Lifbon, 

inverted 
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inverted  by  the  royal  commiflion  with  extraor- 
dinary powers  to  infpect  into  the  affairs  of  Bra- 
zil. He  came  on  fhore  in  a  very  elegant  barge, 
accompanied  by  ail  the  Captains  and  other  fu- 
perior  officers  of  his  fquadron,  whofe  boats  fol- 
lowed his  in  order,  according  to  their  rank  and 
feniority. 

As  he  approached  the  landing-place,  Mr. 
Black  and  myfelf  accompanied  the  Governor 
and  Staff  to  receive  him  ;  we  were  there  pre- 
fented  merely  as  matter  of  form,  but  no  conver- 
fation  took  place  at  that  time.  From  the  land- 
ing-place the  Admiral  went  in  ftate  to  the 
-church,  and  having  heard  rnafs,  he  entered  into 
converfation  ;  for  it  is  the  etiquette  of  Portugal 
never  to  enter  upon  any  bufinefs  till  the  cere- 
monies of  religion  have  been  complied  with. 

Among  the  officers  who  attended  his  Excel- 
lency, was  a  French  nobleman,  who  had  known 
me  on  the  Continent  with  the  army  of  the 
Rhine,  at  a  time  when  I  w  as  honoured  with  the 
friendifiip  and  confidence  of  the  diuinguifhed 
perfonages  whom  I  have  already  mentioned. 
The  Admiral  having  {qcii  the  letter  of  recom- 
mendation which  I  brought,  and  being  himfelf 
a  man  of  amiable  manners,  fpoke  to  me  in  the 
moft  polite  terms,  begging  that  he  might  have 
the  pleafure  of  fupplyingthe  lofs  I  had  lufrained 
by  my  feparation  from  fuch  a  friend  as  General 
S  4  da 
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_.da  Veiga.  He  returned  on  board  very  late  thac 
evening,  and  on  leaving  us,  invited  us  on  board 
his  fhip  the  following  day.  One  of  the  com- 
manders of  a  line-of-battle  {hip  alio  gave  us  an 
invitation  to  fpend  a  day  with  him,  and  told  the 
Admiral  that  he  would  fend  his  barge  for  us  $  this 
gentleman  was  our  countryman  Captain  Thomp- 
fon,  an  officer  whofe  praifes  need  not  my  feeble 
pen  to  enumerate  them. 

Next  day  Captain  Thompfon's  boat  came 
for  us,  and  we  went  immediately  to  the  Admi- 
ral's fhip  ;  he  received  us  with  the  greateft  po- 
litenefs,  and  having  paid  our  refpects  to  him,  we 
;nade  viiits,  in  the  courfe  of  the  forenoon,  to  a'l 
the  other  Captains.  We  returned  to  dine  with  his 
Excellency,  and  when  we  took  leave  in  the  even- 
ing, he  told  us  to  look  upon  his  fhip  as  our  home. 
While  we  remained  there,  he  added,  that  for  the 
voyage  he  would  accommodate  me,  the  boy, 
and  my  fervantj  on  board  his  own  fhip,  and  that 
he  would  provide  a  paflage  for  Mr.  Black  in 
another  of  his  fquadron.  Captain  Thompfon, 
on  learning  this  from  us,  folicited  that  Mr. 
Black  might  go  with  him,  to  which  the  Admi- 
ral gave  his  affent. 

On  board  the  Admiral's  fhip  we  had  the  plea- 
sure to  meet  with  a  countryman,  Phillip  Han- 
corne,  Efq.  equally  diftinguifhed  by  the  ele- 
gance of  his  manners,  his  talents,  and  his  ap- 
pearance ; 
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pearance ;  he  then  held  the  honourable  rank  of 
-Captain  or  the  Fleet,  or  what  they  ceil  Major 
General  da  Efquadra  ;  and  of  this  gentleman,  to 
whom  I  (la.id  infinitely  indebted,  I  mall  have 
to  fay  much  hereafter. 

We  returned  to  the  palace  of  St.  Catharine's, 
and  during  our  flay  there,  which  was  about 
three  weeks,  we  were  treated  with  the  molt,  po- 
lite attention  by  the  Governor  and  principal 
inhabitants  of  the  ifland.  Our  amufcments 
were  various  j  the  Governor,  who  was  very  fond 
of  muiic  and  dancing,  gave  frequent  balls,  at 
which  many  of  the  officers  of  the  Fleet  attended; 
and  the  more  to  encourage  the  Admiral,  who 
would  not  fleep  out  of  his  (hip  to  come  on  more, 
he  left  the  town  of  St.  Catharine's,  and  removed 
to  a  honfc  at  St.  Antonio.  This  is  a  molt  plea- 
fant  fituation,  and  much  nearer  to  where  the 
fleet  lay  at  anchor  than  the  town  of  St.  Catha- 
rine's, where  we  continued  to  refide,  paying  fre- 
quent occahonal  vifits  to  St.  Antonio,  and  paf- 
lingour  time  in  a  moft  pleafant  manner.  I  here 
contracted  an  intimacy  with  Major  Joaquim 
Correa  da  Serra,  Chief  of  Engineers,  a  man  of 
univerfal  knowledge,  whole  profeflional  talents 
intitle  him  to  the  molt  brilliant  fituation;  fuch, 
indeed,  are  his  various  accomplishments,  that  I 
never  think  of  him,  without  lamenting  that  he  is 
not  more  ulefully  employed. 

The 
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The  ifland  of  St.  Catharine's  is  remarkably 
fertile,  and  might,  with  a  little  pains,  be  made 
a  moft  productive  fpot ;  but  fo  great  is  the  la- 
zinefs  of  the  inhabitants,  that  little  or  nothing 
is  done  by  them,  even  the  cattle  for  the  market 
being  brought  from  Rio  Grande. 

On  the  31ft  of  October  1797,  while  we  were 
enjoying  all  the  amufements  of  the  place,  our 
approaching  departure  was  announced  tome  by 
Phillip  Hancorne,  Efq.  in  the  following  polite 
note: 

"  The  Major-General  of  the  Efquadra  prefents 
*'  his  compliments  to  Major  Lille,  has  the' ho- 
"  nour  to  inform  him,  that  the  *  General  would 
*c  wifh  him  to  embark  to-morrow,  and  that  a 
"  boat  fhall  be  at  the  town  of  St.  Antonio, 
<%  agreeable  to  the  wifn  of  Major  Lille.  Cap. 
*f  tain  Thorn  pfon  begged  of  the  General  to  fuf- 
"  fer  Mr.  Black  to  embark  in  his  ihip,  which 
"  he  fuppofes  Major  Lille  to  be  acquainted 
"  with. 

"   31/  OHober,  7797.'* 

Addreflfed  »  Major  LiJIe,  &c.  GV." 
On  the  4th  of  November  the  fleet  failed  for 
Rio  de  Janeiro y  where  we  arrived  on  the   18th. 
During  our  voyage  I   had  a  very  neat  and  com- 
modious cabin  afligncd  to  me,  and  lived  at  the 

*  In  Portugal,  the  Commander,  either  by  land  or  fea,  is 
ftyled  General. 

Admiral's 
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Admiral's  tabic  ;  nor  did  I  ever  meet  with  a 
better  feaman,  a  better  commander,  or  a  more 
accomplifhed  gentleman.  To  him,  in  the  courfe 
of  convcrfation,  I  communicated  my  real  fitua- 
tion,  and  found,  to  my  great  fatis  fact  ion,  that 
he  was.difpofed  to  judge  for  himfelf,  as  he  was 
free  frqm  thofe  narrow  prejudices  which  haunt 
little  minds;  nor  had  the  difcovery  I  made  to 
him  any  other  effect  than  of  making  him,  if 
poilible,  redouble  his  kindnefs  to  me. 

Immediately  after  we  had  come  to  anchor, 
Brigadier  General  Gafpar  Joze,  Adjutant-Ge- 
neral to  the  Viceroy,  came  on  board  from  his 
Excellency,  to  compliment  the  Admiral  on  his 
arrival ;  having  letters  of  recommendation  to 
him,  I  likewife  committed  to  his  charge  thofe  I 
had  to  the  Viceroy.  The  night  we  arrived  fome 
South-fea  whalers  came  into  the  harbour,  and  Mr. 
Black,  by  the  defire  of  Captain  Thompfon,  went 
aboard  one  of  them,  to  purchafe  feme  porter  for 
him ;  oa  board  this  fhip  he  met  with  fome  of 
our  officers,  all  of  whom  had  arrived  before  us, 
and  who  4iad  gone  to  enquire  after  Enghih 
news  ;  by  whom  he  was  told,  that,  fomebow,  my 
real  fituation  had  come  to  the  cars  of  the  Vice- 
roy. This  he  immediately  communicated,  with 
a  very  friendly  folicitude,  and  feemed  alarmed 
at  it ;  when  I  told  him  not  to  fear,  but  to  hold- 
himfelf  in  readinefs  to  go  on  more  at  eight  next 

morning. 
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morning.  Not  chufing,.however,  to  involve  him- 
felfitt  any  difagreeable  affair  that  might  happen 
to  me,  he  avoided  going  under  pretence  of 
flcknefs,  and  thus  miffed  the  honour  of  being 
prcfented.  • 

Next  day  I  went,  accompanied  by  an  officer 
of  the  fleet,  to  the  palace,  where  the  Viceroy 
received  me  with  much  politenefs.     I  requefled 
his  permifiion  to  refide  on  ftjore,  with  which  he 
readily  complied,  and  informed  me,  that  next 
day  be  would  give  directions  for  a  houfe  to  be 
prepared  for  my  accommodation.    Having  like- 
wife  a  recommendation  to  the  Bifhop,   I   paid 
my  refpects  to  him,  and  was   received  by  that 
excellent  Prelate  with  every,  mark  of  kindnefs; 
J  then  went  with  the  officer,  who  came  with  me 
from  the  fhip,  to  the  houfe  of  the  Interpreter, 
where  Minchin   and    his    wife    lodged.      He 
feemed  almoft  petrified  with  furprize  at  feeing 
me,   and  told  me,  it  was  generally  fuppofed, 
from  the  length  of  time  we  had  bee^  on  the 
joad,  we  had  found  fome  fhip  bound  for  Europe 
at  St.  Catharine's,  and  had   embarked  in  her. 
He  complained  in  the  molt  bitter  terms  of  the 
Viceroy,  who  had,  he  faid,   refufed  to  fee  him, 
and  had  only  allowed  .him  and  his   wife  each 
12  vintins  (about  ijd.)  a  day,  to  fubfift  upon.; 
that  the  fame  fum  was  given  to  the  foldiers, 
women,  and  children;  and  that  he  had  beard 

that 
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that  Jome  onc>  Drummond  and  Murchifon,  as  he 
fuppofed,  had  acquainted  the  Viceroy  with  every 
thing  relating  to  me.  1  at  once  faw  fhame  and 
confufion  in  his  face,  and  concluded  very  natu- 
rally that  he  had  done  what  he  attributed  to 
them ;  an  action  which  he  had  fo  much  repro- 
bated in  his  brother  officer  at  Rio  Grande^  and 
for  which  he  dreaded  the  fame  vengeance  I  had 
there  inflicted  on  the  other  delinquent.  I  how- 
ever faid  nothing,  but  immediately  took  my 
leave,  and  a  few  Iteps  from  the  door,  met  the 
two  gentlemen  he  had  fo  flandered.  I  at  once 
put  the  plain  queftion  to  them,  when  both  fb- 
lemnly  declared,  that  nothing  concerning  me 
had  been  afked  of  them,  nor  had  they  uttered 
one  fy liable;  but  they  had  heard  from  the  per- 
fon  who  tranflated  Minchin's  letter,  that  he  had 
wrote  to  the  Viceroy  every  thing  that  I  could 
fuppofe  moft  unplealing. 

Having  obtained  this  information  I  repaired 
immediately  to  the  caftle,  but  the  Viceroy  hav- 
ing retired,  I  could  not  have  an  interview  with 
him  ;  I  therefore  inquired  for  the  Count  Don 
Luiz  his  fon,  who  was  his  Aid-de-Camp.  To  him 
I  acknowledged  what  my  circumftanccs  really 
were;  I  likewife  told  him  that  the  gentlemen 
who  accompanied  me  had,  of their  czvu  accord,  as 
appeared  from  the  reports  previoufly  figned  by 
them>    concealed    the   difagreeable  part  of  my 
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hiftory,  and  I  could  not  therefore,  at  that  time, 
fuffer  them  to  circulate  one  word  that  fhould 
give  me  pain  ;  I  added,  that  from  him,  as  a  man 
of  rank  and  an  officer,  I  could  not  but  expect 
liberality,  and  I  therefore  conjured  him  to  tell 
me,  with  the  franknefsof  a  foldier,  if  any  thing 
had  been  faid,  and  by  whom.  With  open  can- 
dour, he  at  once  acknowledged,  that  the  officer  in 
the  J  carle  t  uniform  who  came  foft,  had  fent  a  letter 
on  the  fubjeel:  to  his  father,  but  that  it  would  do 
me  no  injury  with  him,  as  he  had  that  very 
day  faid,  that  the  recommendations  given  me 
by  General  da  Veiga  and  the  Admiral,  as  well 
as  my  own  appearance,  gave  me  a  claim  to  his 
protection,  and  that  he  would  diftinguifh  me 
from  the  reft.  I  allured  the  Count  Don  Luiz 
of  my  gratitude  for  the  kindnefs  of  the  Viceroy; 
then  taking  leave,  and  it  being  already  late,  I 
Hepped  into  the  Admiral's  barge,  which  was 
waiting  for  me,  and  went  on  board. 

Next  day  I  returned,  and  having  found  a  re- 
treat, I  wrote  to  the  Admiral,  Major-General  d$ 
Efquadra,  and  the  Viceroy,  acknowledging  every 
thing,  but  telling  them,  that  I  trufted  to  their 
liberality,  and  expected  they  would  treat  me  as 
a  gentleman,  whofe  conduct,  when  there  was  no- 
thing but  that  to  /peak  for  him  or  dgainfl  him>  had 
acquired  their  friendlhip  and  efteem.  The 
Viceroy  allured  me,   that  I  (hould   always  be 

well 
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well  received  by  him,  and  fent  me  the  key  of  a 
neat  houfe,  which  I  immediately  occupied  ;  a 
few  days  after  which  I  received  the  key  of  a  loge 
in  the  theatre,  from  the  fame  generous  fource 
of  benevolence. 

The  Admiral,  knowing  how  neeeifary  money 
was  to  a  man  in  my  fituation,  and  fufpeding  I 
could  not  have  much  left,  fent  me  a  handfomc 
fum  by  the  Major-General  da  Efquadra>  who, 
adding  as  much  to  it,  delivered  the  whole  to  me. 
The  Biiliop  was  in  nothing  behind  the  others; 
his  houfe  was  open  to  meat  all  hours,  and  as  it 
was  fome  diftance,  he  furnimed  me  with  acar- 
riage  during  my  flay  at  Rio  Janeiro,  that  I  might, 
to  ufe  his  own  words,  with  the  greater  facility 
come  to  him,  when  my  engagements  would 
permit. 

Thofe  distinctions  could  not  but  be  as  pealing- 
ly  flattering  to  me  as  they  were  mortifying  to- 
the  two  Enfigns,  who  were  by  this  time  fecluded 
from  every  fociety.  Determined  to  give  Min- 
chin  the  chaftifement  he  fo  well  merited  for  his 
duplicity,  I  placed  a  centinel  on  his  door  to  in- 
form me  if  he  mould  go  out ;  but  the  affair  I 
had  with  his  brother  officer,  Prater,  at  Rio  Grande, 
effectually  locked  his  door,  and  he  did  not, 
during  his  abode  in  that  town,  think  proper  to 
flir  from  home.  To  avoid  a  fimilar  difgrace,  he 
complained  to  the  Viceroy,  demanding  protec- 
tion ; 
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tion ;  to  this  demand,  according  to  fome  ac- 
counts, he  received  no  anfvver;  but,  according 
to  others,  the  Viceroy  fent  him  a  brace  of  good, 
fubftantial,  holder  piftols, — a  hint,  one  would 
think,  fufficient  for  afoldier.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  Admiral  became  acquainted  with  the  trans- 
action ;  and  Captain  Thompfon,  one  morning, 
came  to  me,  defiling  me  to  promife,  that  I 
would  not  attack  Mittchin  in  that  country.  As 
my  iituation  was  fuch,  that  it  would  neither  have 
been  pleafmg  nor  prudent  to  quarrel  with  the 
exalted  characters  who  had  fo  nobly  and  gene- 
roully  protected  me,  I  readily  gave  my  word, 
which  fatisfied  them;  but  Minchin  was  not  fo 
caiily  perfuaded  of  his  fafety  ;  he  therefore  kept 
cloie  to  the  houfe,  equally  defpifed  by  the  offi- 
cers of  the  fleet,  of  the  army,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town. 

During  our  abode  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Enfigns 
Minchin  and  Prater  made  various  applications 
to  the  Viceroy,  foliciting  his  Excellency  to  pay 
them,. for  themfclvcs  and  the  foldiers,  their  full 
pay,  according  to  the  Britifh  eftablifliment,  from 
the  day  of  their  arrival  in  that  country.  The 
Viceroy  declined  complying  with  this  requeft, 
alledging  that  he  had  no  authority  to  grant  it; 
that  the  trifle  he  had  ordered  to  be  paid  to 
every  individual,  without  diftinction  of  age,  fex, 
orrank,  was  an  act  of  hofpitaiity,  which  he  had 

taken 
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taken  on  himfelfin  confcquenceof  the  harmony 
which  tor  fo  long  a  time  had  fubfiited  between 
our  countries,  and  which  never  would  be  charg- 
ed to  the  Britifh  Government ;  but  if  thefe 
gentlemen  thought  they  had  a  claim  to  further 
alTiftance,  they  mull  each  of  them  addrefs  a 
petition  to  the  Sovereign,  (rating  their  demand, 
and  lodge  it  at  the  office  of  the  Tribunal,  which 
reprefents  Majefty  in  that  country,  and  of  which 
his  Excellency  the  Viceroy  is  Prelident,  and 
they  would  determine  whether  the  requeft 
fhould  be  refufed  or  granted  j  their  petitions 
were  accordingly  prefented,  Minchin  figning 
himfelf  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant,  and  demand- 
ing to  be  paid  as  fuch.  Some  days  before  the 
meeting  of  the  Tribunal  I  received  a  viilt  from 
the  Secretary,  who  enquired  why  I  had  not  al- 
ready given  in  my  petition;  I  told  him,  that 
having  no  claim  of  any  kind  on  the  Britifh  go- 
vernment, I  could  not,  like  the  others,  petition  ; 
that  his  Excellency  the  Viceroy  knew  every  thing 
concerning  me,  and  that  if  he  or  the  Tribunal, 
in  the  name  of  the  Sovereign,  thought  it  proper 
to  prcfent  me  with  fuch  a  fum  of  money  as 
would  pay  my  palTage  to  Europe,  I  would  ac- 
cept it ;  but  that  the  eighteen  pence  per  day, 
>vhich  the  officers  of  the  New  South  Wales 
Corps,  men,  women,  and  children,  had  received, 
I  neither  yet  had,  or  ever  would  touch  ;  that  the 
Viceroy  having  given  me  a  good  houfe,  and  the 

T  generous 


2ji  THE     LIFE     OF 

generous  Admiral  furnifhing  me,  from  time  tq 
time,  with  the  means  of  fupporting  that  houfe 
handfomely,  I  £ould  difpenfe  with  further  aflift- 
ancc,  and  the  more  fo,   that   I  was  confident  he 
(the   Admiral)  would'  alfo  provide  me  with  a 
pafTage  in  fome  fhip  of  his  fleet  to  Lifbon.     The 
Secretary  defired  me  to  put  that  anfvver  in  writ- 
ing;  I  did  fo,  and  in  a  few  days  it  was  intimat- 
ed to  all  of  us,  that  for  the  time  we  had  been  in 
fhc  country,  the  Tribunal  would  allow  nothing 
more  than  what  the  Viceroy  had  before  ordered 
to  be  paid,  and  which  I  ever  refufed   to  take, 
left  it  fhould  be  charged  to  the  Britifh  Govern- 
ment.    Mr.  Black  likewifc  declined  receiving 
any  allowance  of  this  kind.     It  was  further  in- 
timated,   that    the    mailers    of    the    merchant 
fhips   of  the   convoy,  in   which   we  fhould  be 
fent    to  Europe,    would   be  paid  for  each  offi- 
cer,  in   advance  for    five    months,  at  the  rate 
of  one    cruzade,  about   half-a-crown  per  day  ; 
and    for    the    foldicrs,     women,    and    children, 
half    that   fum.     The   hour   of    cur   departure 
drawing  near,  the  Admiral  was  pleafed  to  order 
a  paffage  for  me,  the  boy  Richards  before-men- 
tioned, whom  I  had  taken  under  my  charge,  and 
my  fervant,on  board  hermoft  Faithful  Majefty's 
frigate,  the  UlyfTcs,  commanded  by  Captain  Joao 
da  Cofla  de  Cakedoy  one  of  the  mofl  active  officers 
in  Europe,  and  who  already  did  me  the  honour 
to  count  me  amongft  the  number  of  his  friends. 

This 
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This  gallant  officer  refufed  pofitively  to  receive 
the  money  allowed  by  the  Tribunal;  but  as  it 
was  a  prefent  made  in  the  name  of  the  Queen, 
and  could  not  be  returned,  he  ordered  it  to  be 
paid  to  me. 

During  our  abode  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  feveral 
Britifh  mips  bound  to  the  South  Seas  came  into 
that  port,  when  leave  having  been  given  to  any 
one  of  us  to  embark  in  any  fhip  in  which  we 
could  obtain  a  paiTage,  Mr.  Murchifon,  the 
Mate,  fufpecting  that  the  convoy  would  be  de- 
cayed long  in  Brazil,  and  have  a  long  pafTage 
when  it  did  fail,  went  on  board  one  of  them  ;  and 
about  a  month  afterwards,  when  we  were  on  the 
point  of  going  to  fea,  the  Purfer  entered  on 
board  another  veffel,  alfo  bound  to  the  South 
Seas.  As  I  had  with  fomc  trouble  prevailed  on 
the  mutineers  to  give  that  gentleman  the  fhip's 
charter,  and  every  other  paper  which  bethought 
could  be  ufeful  to  the  widow  of  the  unfortunate 
Captain,  I  endeavoured  to  perfuade  him  to  re- 
main with  us,  becaufe  I  thought  his  prefence  ii> 
England  would  be  neceflary  ;  and  to  me  it  feem- 
ed  impoflible,  that  a  fhip  bound  to  the  South 
Seas  could  reach  Europe  before  a  convoy  going 
immediately  thither.  A  young  man  (James 
Macleod)  who  left  Britain  as  a  foldier  in  the 
New  South  Wales  Corps,  but  with  hisdifcharge 
in  his  pocket,  a  problem  w^hich  I  cannot  explain, 
and  one  of  the  ladies  bound  to  New  South  Wales, 
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went  on  the  fame  expedition,  fo  that  his  Excel- 
lency, the  Viceroy,  had  four  lefs  to  provide  for. 
About  the  24th  of  January  laft,  the  fleet  being 
ready  to  fail,  all  thofe  belonging  to  the  Lady 
Shore,  myfelf  excepted,  were  ordered  to  em- 
bark; boats  belonging  to  the  C u from- ho ufe  were 
provided  for  them,  and  an  officer  charged  to  con- 
duct them  to  their  refpective  ihips.  The  boats 
were  drawn  up  at  the  land  ng-place  near  the 
Palace,  and  every  one  embarked,  except  Enfign 
Minchin,  who  delayed  it  till  the  lateft  moment. 
I  happened  to  be  walking  on  the  wharf  at  the 
time,  which  he  perceiving  from  the  window  of 
the  room  where  he  had  remained  fhut  up  fo  long, 
and  confeious  that  he  merited  chaftifement  from 
my  hand,  foliated  from  the  Adjutant-General, 
and  obtained  an  efcort  to  conduct  him  to  the 
boat.  Accompanied  by  two  fuzileers  and  a 
non-commiffioned  officer,  he  croflld  the  parade 
amidft  the  burfts  01  laughter  of  all  who  beheld 
this  extraordinary  proccfiion. 


CHAP.   XXIII. 

Defcription  of  the  town  of  Rio  de  Janeiro. — M/7/- 
tary  eftabliflment  there. —  Uncommonly  fine  mulatto 
regiment  of  militia. — Produce  of  the  country. — Ue. 
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fnpt ion  of  the  port. — The  author  Jails  from  thence 
for  Bahia  de  Todos  os  Santos. — Meets  with  an  ho- 
nourable reception  front  the  Governor. — Writes  to 
Enfgn  Minchin. — The  effetl  of  his  letter. — Min- 
chin requefts  to  be  left  behind. — Refcues  Drum- 
mondfrom  an  attack  made  upon  him  by  Prater  and 
fome   of  his    companions. —  Laughable   adventure 
with  a  tayhr. — Has  a  fracas  with  a  Portugucfe 
gentleman. — //  attacked  by  ajjaj/ins  at  night  time* 
— Characler  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bahia  de  Todos  os 
Santos. — Defcriptioit  of  the  place. — The  author 
prevails  with  the  Admiral  to  allow  Minchin  to  re- 
main  behind. — Singular-  theft  on  board  one  of  the 
Jhips  of  war. — The  fleet  fails  for  Europe ,  and  ar-» 
rives  at  Ltjbon. 

Ijefore  I  take  leave  of  Rio  de  Janiero,  it  is 
incumbent  on  me  to  fay  a  few  words  concerning 
the  place,  and  alfo  of  the  Portuguefe  fleet. 
The  town  is  well  built,  bufy,  confiderably 
large,  and  furrounded  by  gentlemen's  feats  and 
gardens.  The  palace  is  large,  commodious, 
and  magnificently  furnifhed ;  the  flreets  are  re- 
markably well  paved,  but  never  lighted ;  the 
houfes  are  generally  good,  but  have,  for  the 
molt  part,  lattice  windows ;  and  there  are  a  pro- 
digious number  of  rich  churches.  The  vaft 
influx  of  trade  renders  fome  of  the  inhabitants 
T  3  extremely 
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extremely  opulent ;  and  an  air  of  plenty  Ap- 
pears throughout  the  whole.  The  amufements 
are  chiefly  confined  to  the  opera,  for  which 
they  have  a  fmall  theatre;  but  private  focieties 
are  very  engaging.  The  people  are  not,  how- 
ever, fo  hofpitable  as  in  fome  other  places,  par- 
ticularly Rio  Grande-,  but  they  are  not  morofe, 
and  treat  their  negroes  remarkably  well,  many 
of  whom  at  an  early  age  are  enabled  to  purchafe 
their  freedom. 

The  women  here  are  by  no  means  patterns  of 
chaftity ;  and  thofe  of  the  clafs  of  courtezans 
are  remarkably  extravagant  in  the  prices  they 
demand  for  their  favours,  twenty  and  even  a 
hundred  half  joes  being  no  uncommon  prefent. 
Among  the  Angularities  of  the  place  we  may 
enumerate  the  frequent,  or  rather  incelTant  ufe 
of  baths  of  tepid  water.  Whether  this  gives 
rife  to  any  peculiar  difeafe  I  leave  to  phyficians 
to  determine,  but  two  pretty  extraordinary  ones 
almoit  univerfally  prevail  here.  Thefe  are 
fvvellings  of  the  legs,  which  fometimes  arrive 
at  vaft  magnitude,  and  hydroceles  of  aftonifhing 
bulk;  both  are  at  times,  but  not  conltantly,  at- 
tended with  violent  pain,  and  the  latter  not  un- 
frequently  defcends  below  the  knee. 

The  military  cftablifhment  of  the  town  of 
Rio  de  Janeiro  confifts  of  two  fquadrons  of  very 
fine  dragoons,  which  ferve  as  a  guard  to  the 
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Viceroy,  two  regiments  of  regulars,  and  a  bat- 
talion of  artillery,  who,  though  far  better  i:i 
appearance  than  thofe  in  Portugal,  are  not  to 
be  compared  to  the  militia.  Thefe  conliit,  be- 
fides  whites,  of  a  black  and  a  mulatto  regiment  ; 
and  the  laft,  in  appearance,  exceeds  any  thing  I 
have  feen.  At  prefent,  however,  they  are  ho- 
liday foldiers,  and  almoft  without  difcipline  , 
but  a  hard  campaign  or  two  would,  in  all  pro- 
bability, make  them  good  troops.  It  mult  be 
remarked,  that  the  mulatto  militia  are  all  men, 
of  fome  property,  and  drefs  at  their  own  ex- 
pence  j  they  wear  light  blue,  with  red  facings, 
and  gay  fpangle  filver  lace,  which  gives  them  a 
remarkable  fhowy  look. 

The  reafort  why  the  regiments  of  colour  are 
fo  much  more  fplendid  than  the  whites  is  owing 
to  this  circumitance ;  the  whites  are  a  promif- 
cuous  aflemblage  of  all  the  males,  poor  and 
rich,  whereas  the  others  confift  only  of  fuch  as 
are  rich  enough  to  have  been  able  to  purchafe 
their  own  freedom  ;  befides,  when  once  free, 
they,  through  fuperior  induitry,  acquire  inde- 
pendance  much  quicker  than  the  others. 

The  principal  produce  of  the  country  is  cot- 
ton, coffee,  dyeing  woods,  fugar,  hides,  gold, 
and  tobacco.  With  thefe  they  load  a  hundred 
and  fifty,  or  two  hundred  (hips,  which  ufed  to 
rendezvous  yearly  at  Bahia  dc  Todo?  os  Santos, 
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and  from  thence  continue  their  voyage  to   Por- 
tugal ;  but   now  they  are  divided  into  feparate 
fquadrons,one  of  which  fails  every  three  months. 
Befides  thefe  articles  of  commerce,  there  are  a 
few  diamonds  ;  but  not  fo  good  as  the  oriental 
ones,  from  which  chemifts  alTert  they  differ,  in  not 
being  inflammable ;   chryftal   is   alfo   produced 
here,  of  very  great  bulk  and   beauty ;  and  fur- 
nifhes  the  optician  with  the  very  beft  lenfes  for 
fpectacles.     There  is  likewife  a  fpecies  of  cot- 
ton, which,  from  its  iilky  appearance,  is  called 
filk  cotton ;  but  its  fcarcity  excludes  it  from  com- 
merce; and,  though  it  might  certainly  be  raifed 
in  any  quantity,  the  lazinefs  of  the  inhabitants 
proves  an   infuperable  bar   to   its  cultivation. 
Fruit  is  remarkably  plentiful  here,  though  not 
at  Rio  Grande  i  but,  in  return,  horfes  are  fcarce 
whereas,  as   has  already  been  feen,  there  they 
abound. 

The  port  lies  a  coniiderable  diftance  inland  ; 
the  channel  is  ftrongly  defended  by  iflands  which 
are  well  fortified,  and  is  in  many  places  fo  nar- 
row that  a  cannon-fhot  will  reach  acrofs ;  in 
fhort,  if  well  defended,  I  deem  it  impoflible  for 
an  enemy  to  enter  it. 

The  harbour  is  large  enough  to  hold  all  the 
mips  in  Europe ;  and  in  it,  oppofite  to  the  town, 
is  a  large  ifland, called  Ilhadelos  Co  bras, which  ferves 
for  a  ftate  prifon  ;  the  fortifications  upon  it  are 
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of  confiderable  ftrength,  and  might  be  made  im- 
pregnable ;  the  paffage  from  hence  to  the  town 
is  allowed  to  one  ferry-boat  only,  and  it  is  be- 
iides  guarded  by  foldiers.  No  accefs  is  allowed 
to  ftrangers,  though  fome  of  our  enterpriiing 
Englifhmen,  with  their  ufuai  ingenuity,  contri- 
ved to  vilit  it  according  to  lav:. 

I  did  not  embark  for  fome  days  atfer  the  reft. 
As  I  had  now  loft  my  friend  Black,  our  compa- 
ny was  reduced  to  myfelf,  the  boy  Richards, 
and  my  fervant.  I  the  more  lamented  his  depar- 
ture fince,  on  account  of  his  fkill  in  navagation, 
he  was  highly  efteemed  by  all  the  Portuguefe 
Officers,  particularly  by  Captain  Thompfon  and 
the  Chevalier  de  Drocourt,  Captain  in  that  navy, 
a  Commander  of  the  order  of  Malta,  and  late 
Aid-de-Camp  to  the  celebrated  Count  d'Eftaing. 
From  what  thefe  gentlemen  faid,  I  am  convin- 
ced that  he  might  have  obtained  very  rapid  pro- 
motion in  the  Portuguefe  fervice,  if  his  incli- 
nation had  led  him  to  ftay  there. 

I  embarked  on  board  her  Majefty's  fliip  the 
UlyfTes,  on  the  firfl:  of  February,  and  failed  the 
fame  day,  with  a  fquardron  of  fhips  of  war, 
commanded  by  Rear  Admiral  Francifco  de 
Paula  Leite,  and  the  convoy,  though  we  did 
not  arrive  at  Bahia  de  Todos  os  Santos,  till  the 
third  of  April.  Notwithstanding  our  tedious 
paffage,  we  reached  our  port  eleven  days  be- 
fore, 
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fore  the  convoy;  this  quicker  difpatch  was 
owing  to  our  having  met  with  the  m  fortune 
of  running  down  one  of  the  merchant  fhips  at 
fea,  which  we  were  obliged  to  fcort  to  the 
place  of  her  destination  without  delay. 

From  the  day  of  my  arrival  the  Gbvenor 
had  given  me  a  houfe,  and  a  general  invitation 
to  his  table;  acts  of  politenefs  which  I  had 
uniformly  received 'during  my  journey.  With 
the  reft  of  the  convoy,  Enfign  Minchin  arri- 
ved, and  as  I  now  confidered  myfelf  abfolved 
from  the  promife  I  had  made  of  not  attacking 
him  in  Rio  de  Janeiro^  I  did  every  thing  in  my 
power  to  induce  him  to  give  me  a  meeting. 
Unwilling  that  he  fhould  difgrace  the  name  of 
a  Britifh  officer,  I  imagined  that  the  readieft 
way  to  induce  him  to  think  of  his  Situation  was. 
to  paint  its  horrors  out  to  him.  I  accordingly 
wrote  him    the  following  letter : 


»Q 


«'  Sir, 

ft  Flattering  myfelf  with  a  hope 
<f  that  the  time  you  have  had  for  reflection, 
*c  and  that  the  forlorn  ftate  into  which  the  black 
"  ingratitude  of  your  conduct  to  me  has  plun- 
"  ged  you,  will  have  convinced  you  of  your 
"  error,  I  again  folicit  you  to  do  away,  in  as 
"  much  as  you  can,  the  injury  which  you  au 
w  tempted  to  do   me  at  the  very  moment  in 

"  which 
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*f  which  I  protected  you  from  infult,  and  ren-* 
cc  dercd  you  various  fer vices.  Wearing,  as  you 
"  do,  the  uniform  of  a  crown  to  which  I  am 
"  and  ever  {hall  be  devoted,  I  could  wifh  at 
"  Ieaft  that  you  would  fupport  the  reputation 
"  of  a  man. 

'*  You  cannot  have  forget,  while  you  lived 
c<  with  me  in  the  habits  of  intimacy,  while  yon 
*'  courted  my  fociety  and  my  advice,  and  while 
cc  you  entrenched  yourfelf  behind  me  from  dan- 
"  ger,  you  dared  fecretly  to  aim  at  my  deftruc- 
cc  tion,  and  to  contradict  papers  which  you  had 
"  before  figned.  The  gallant  officer,  (Philip 
"  Hancorne,  Efq.  Major-General  of  the  £f- 
**  quadra,)  to  whom  you  addreiTed  yourfelf,  as 
*'  well  as  the  Commanding  Adt^ral,  to  whom. 
*c  he  reported  the  tale  you  baiciy  told,  roR. 
**  that  act  held  you  in  deteftation,  and 
"  neither  of  them  would  fee  you  more;  even 
"  the  Viceroy  of  Brazil,  equally  unacquainted 
"  with  yourfelf  or  me,  fo  perfectly  defpifed  the 
*f  treafon  you  committed,  that  he  loaded  me 
tc  with  acts  of  kindnefs  and  diftin&ion,  while 
"  he  left  you  and  Mrs.  Minchin  to  lodge  with 
"  the  interpreter,  and  to  eat  at  the  fame  table 
"  with  a  woman  common  to  the  whole  race  of 
"*  man. 

"  Let  me  call  to  your  recollection,  Sir,  that 
*'  you  are  of  a  nation,  (Ireland,)   whofe  fons 

Cf  are 
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"  arc  diftinguifhed  for  courage;  draw  not  oh 
"  them  a  difgrace  to  which  they  will  be  very 
fr  fenfible,  and  which  will  make  them  execrate 
"  all  who  bear  your  name:  be  gallant  then  for 
"  once,  and  give  me  the  meeting  to  which  I 
"  have  fo  juft  a  claim.  The  more  to  induce 
"  you  to  comply  with  my  requefl,  I  promife, 
"  by  every  thing  facred,  that  if  you  give  me 
"  a  rendezvous,  from  that  moment,  on  my 
"  part,  all  animofity  iriall  ceafe;  but  if  you 
u  continue  to  refufe  to  fee  me,  and  to  fcreen 
**  yourfelf  from  my  jult  vengeance,  by  fhutting 
"  yourfelf  up  as  you  did  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  I 
"  will  expofe  you  by  every  poflible  means  on 
<f  your  return  to  Europe.  If„it  is  the  fear  of 
"  offending  tiv}*  laws  of  the  country,  or  any 
"  other  etiqiiette,  that  prevents  you  from  ac- 
"  cepting  the  arrangement,  ftill  the  bufinefs 
<c  may  be  done,  and  the  guilt,  (if  there  is  any,) 
€i  attach  to  me  alone  ;  you  have  only  to  ap- 
"  pear  publicly ;  I  will  attack  wherever  I  fee 
"  you,  were  it  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God  ! 
*'  Surely  you  may  defend  yourfelf. 

"  I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  obedient  humble  fervant, 

«  J.  G.  S.  Lisle." 

'•  St.  Salvador  Loiiiera  de  Mifericorde, 
yb  April,   1798. 

"  Enjign  Minchin%  on  board  the  Invincible." 

The 
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The  receipt  of  this  epiftle,  far  from  roufing 
him  to  vindicate  his  honour,  only  induced  him 
to  confine  himfclf  as  clofely  to  his  fhip,  as  he 
had  done  to  his  lodgings  at  Rio  de  Janeiro ;  nor 
did  I  ever  fee  him  till  we  were  on  the  point  of 
failing.  He  then  fent  the  Matter  of  the  veffel, 
in  which  he  was,  to  our  Rear-Admiral  Francifco 
de  Paula  Leite,  to  folicit  his  leave  to  remain  be- 
hind ;  his  pretence  being  that  he  was  fo  afflicted 
with  the  fcurvy  that  his  life  would  be  endanger- 
ed by  purfuing  his  voyage. 

During  our  flay  at  Bahia  I  principally  fpent 
my  time  with  the  military,  or  at  the  houfe  of  an 
eminent  merchant  named  Lifboa,  a  gentleman 
vhofe  doors  are  open  to  every  ftranger  of  de- 
cent appearance ;  and  where  there  is  at  all  times 
a  large  and  good  fociety.  I  Hkewife  frequently 
faw  the  Count  Barbafini,  Governor  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Minas,  fo  called  from  the  mines  there, 
who,  with  his  lady  and  family,  had  come  in 
the  Admiral's  ffiip  from  Rio  de  Janeiro.  To 
this  nobleman  the  Governor  gave  frequent  fetes, 
to  all  which  I  had  the  honour  of  being  invited  ; 
in  fhort,  the  utmoft  harmony  fubfiited  between 
them,  for  both  were  accomplifhed  literary  cha- 
racters. With  them  I  too  affifted  at  a  very 
grand  ceremony  performed  annually  here,  upon 
a  holiday  whofe  name  I  have  forgotten.  On 
that   day  ■  the  Governor,    attended  by  all   the 

principal 
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principal  nobility,  vifitsall  the  churches;  when 
fuch  was  the  profufion  of  riches  I  faw,  that  even 
in  a  country  where  gold  and  diamonds  are  the 
natural  produce  of  the  foil,  I  fhould  hardly  have 
thought  fuch  quantities  could  have  been  col- 
lected in  one  place,  and  for  one  purpofe,  that 
of  adorning  the  images  in  the  churches. 

£vcry  where  as  I  walked  through  the  ftreets 
the  ftrong  and  Itifly  appearance  of  the  negroes 
forcibly  ftruck  me.  I  learnt  that  they  came 
from  a  part  of  Africa  different  from  thofe  ufual- 
iy  imported  ;  and  that  their  treatment  far  ex- 
ceeded even  what  they  received  at  Rio  de  Ja- 
neiro. 

Mr.  Drummondhad  taken  hispafTagcinoneof 
the  merchant  vefTels  of  the  convoy  ;  and  on  his 
arrival  I  found  that  he  was  very  indifferently  fi- 
tuatcd  both  in  point  of  accommodations  and  pro- 
viiions.  I  therefore,  having  obtained  the  Gover- 
nor's permrflion  forhimtoremain  on  fhore,invited 
'him  to  my  houfe,  and  he  reiided  with  me  during 
my  fray.  Having  a  fpare  apartment,  I  gave  it  to  a 
foldier,  whofe  conduct  had  been  more  to  my 
fatisfaction  than  any  of  his  comrades,  and  whofe 
wife,  a  decent  woman,  and  whofe  infant  child 
fecmed  almoft  worn  out  with  remaining  fo  long 
on  board. 

While  we  were  here,  Prater  prevailed  on  fome 
perfon  to  advance  him  about  twenty  pounds. 

Drummond 
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Drummond,    hearing  this,  thought  it  the  bed 
.time  to  recover  a  trifling  debt  the  other  owed 
him ;  he  accordingly  went  to  a  billiard-room, 
where  he  was,  with  fome  mailers  of  merchant- 
men,  to  demand    the  money,  and  a  fquabble 
enfued.     It  was  about  funfer,  and  I  was  taking 
my  evening's  walk,  when  palling  the  door  of 
the  houfe,  I  heard  a  noife,  and  could  eaiily  dif- 
tinguifh  the  voices  of  Drummond  and  Prater. 
I  looked  in,  and   faw  Prater,  with  a  rabble  of 
his  companions,  all  beating  Drummond  with 
queues  and  other  weapons,  and  endeavouring  to 
drive  him  down  flairs ;  while  the  mailer  of  the 
houfe,  a  little   dwarfifh   fellow,   attacked    him 
with  a  fword.     I  immediately  affailed  this  bur- 
lefque   imitation  of  man,   and   giving   him    a 
hearty  kick  in  the  belly,  difarmed  him;  I  then 
attacked  the  other  combatants,  and  without  lofs 
of  time,  or  diftindtion  of  perfons,  cleared  the 
place  of  them,    and  refcued   Mr.  Drummond. 
The  guard  having  been  called  upon  by  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  houfe,  I  told  them  to  return,  and 
to  inform  their  Captain  that  I  mould  myfelf  call 
upon  him,  and  explain  the  bufinefs ;  I  went  in 
a  little  time,  and  was  thanked  for  my  pains. 

Another  laughable  adventure  befel  me  here  ; 
a  taylor  whom  I  had  employed  to  do  fome  work 
for  me,  had  delayed  fo  long,  that  I  was  appre- 
hensive left  we  might  be  called  upon  to  embark 

before 
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before  he  had  done.  I  in  vain  fpokc  to  him  5 
till  at  length  I  fent  tne  boy  Richards  to  bring 
the  cloth,  finiflicd  or  not,  which  he  did,  with- 
out delay,  to  the  great  difpleafure  of  the  taylor. 
Next  morning  early,  before  I  was  out  of  bed, 
the  taylor  came  to  defire  I  would  Jet  him  finifh 
the  things;  and,  as  I  fpoke  to  him  rather  fharp- 
2y  about  his  negleit,  he  took  upon  hjmfelf  to 
give  me  a  great  deal  of  abufe.  Enraged  at  be- 
ing difturbed  by  fuch  language  from  fuch  a  vi- 
sitant, I  jumped  out  of  bed,  feized  a  cane,  and 
made  after  the  offender,  who  fled  with  great 
nim blends  inio  the  ftreet,  whither,  with  no- 
thing on.  but  a  pair  of  flippers,  I  purfued  himf 
The  chace  was  long  ;  for  though  he  was  never 
quite  out  pf  my  reach,  I  was  not  able  to  get  a 
blow  at  him  -,  at  length  he  found  fhelter,  and  I, 
for  the  fir  Pi  time  during  the  purfuit,  recollected 
that  I  was  naked.  I  nped  hardly  add  that  my 
retreat  was  as  fpeedy  as  I  could  make  it. 

Thefe  trifling  adventures  I  ihould  not  have 
thought  worth  relating,  were  it  nor,  as  will 
hereafter  be  fecn,  that  they  led  to  ferious  confe- 
quences,  though  I  may  chiefly  attribute  many 
unpleafant  things  to  an  affair  which  I  yet  know 
not  how  I  could  have  avoided.  It  was  as 
follows : 

At  a   route   given  at   a   gentleman's  houfe, 
^here  were  nrefent  all  the  officer^  and  inhabi- 
tants 
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tants  of  diftincliion,  a  converfation  was  intro- 
duced about  the  invafion  of  England  then 
threatened  by  the  French.  A  Colonel  of  in- 
fantry enquired  of  the  Chevalier  de  Drocourt  what 
was  his  opinion  of  the  probable  fuccefs  of  fuch 
a  plan,  fuppofing  the  attempt  to  be  made ;  the 
Chevalier  replied,  that  the  fuperiority  of  the 
Britim  fleet  would  baffle  any  attempt  of  that 
nature;  befides,  fhould  any  accident  enable 
them  to  land,  they  would  find  a  very  warm  re- 
ception, for  that,  independent  of  the  troops  of 
the  line,  there  was  an  immenfe  body  of  militia, 
fencibles,  and  volunteers,  which  altogether 
formed  one  of  the  fined  armies  in  the  world. 
A  gentleman  who  flood  near  us,  and  whom  I 
had  never  {een  before,  immediately  faid,  in  Por- 
tuguefe,  "  The  Englifh  troops  are  worth  no- 
cc  thing!  nothing!! !" 

Such  a  declaration  in  the  prefence  of  a  man 
whom  he  knew  to  be  a  Briton,  was,  to  fay  no 
worfe  of  it,  indecent,  and  fuch  as  I  could  not 
pafs  without  notice  ;  but  there  being  not  only  a 
great  number  of  ladies  in  the  room,  but  the 
Admiral  under  whom  I  failed,  befides  fome 
other  General  Officers,  I  was  obliged  to  fufpend 
my  vengeance  for  a  few  moments.  Had  I  taken 
the  advice  of  fome  of  my  friends  I  had  let  the 
affront  pafs  with  impunity,  as  the  gentleman 
was  the  protege*  of  one  of  the  M milters  at  Lifbon. 

U  I  very 
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I  very  foon,  however,  found  an  opportunity  to 
give  him  all  the  mortification  fuch  infolence  de- 
fended ;  but,  though  my.  conduct  on  this  occa- 
fion  was  generally  applauded,  fome  of  thofe 
liigheft  in  rank  felt  themfelves  difpleafed.  They 
were  hurt  that  I  mould  dare  to  reduce  a  Por- 
tugueze  gentleman  to  fuch  a  ftate  of  humility ; 
and  though  the  Rear-Admiral  ncer  noticed 
the  bufinefs  to  me,  I  learnt  that  he  was  highly 
difpleafed.  He  even  took  the  advantage  of  his 
privileged  iituation,  and  behaved  on  another 
occafion  with  a  rudenefs  that  mould  not  long 
have  gone  without  the  chaftifement  it  merited, 
had  not  prudence  prevented  me.  I  however 
hinted  to  him  that  on  our  arrival  in  the  Tagus, 
where  we  mould  once  more  be  upon  an  equal 
footing,  I  would  fpeak  to  him  in  a  plain  and 
effectual  language. 

The  iirft  ferious  inconvenience  my  impru- 
dence brought  upon  me,  was  an  attack  with  an 
intention  to  murder.  The  plan  was  not  fo  pri- 
vately laid  but  that  it  came  to  the  knowledge  of 
Mr.  Drummond  and  my  fervant ;  by  him  it 
was  communicated  to  me.  At  iirft  I  treated  it 
as  a  trifle ;  but  one  night  Drummond  having 
been  followed  by  miftake  for  me,  I  looked  upon 
it  in  another  light.  In  this  country  the  negroes 
are  the  aiTaflins,  and  in  the  execution  of  their 
h'elliili   bufinefs    they   ftrip   themfelves  naked, 

they 
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they  then  furround  their  victim,  and  from  fome 
of  them  he  feldom  fails  to  receive  a  mortal 
wound.  The  villains  are  fure  to  efcape,  for 
fuch  is  their  activity  and  the  lubricity  of  their 
fkins  from  the  oil  with  which  they  befmear1 
themfelves,  that  it  is  next  to  impoflible  to  lay 
hold  of  them. 

It  happened  one  evening  after  the  intimation 
had  been  given  me  of  their  defign,  that  I  was- 
going  to  vifit  a  lady,  and  that  I  might  at  leaft 
have  one  afMant  at  hand,  Mr.  Drummond  ac- 
companied me.  When  I  arrived  at  her  door 
he  left  me,  and'I  went  in.  In  a  moment  the 
lady,  with  the  uimoft  earneftnefs,  intreated  me 
to  be  going,  as  her  houfe  was  befet  by  aiTaflins, 
whom  {he  fufpected  were  looking  for  me.  I 
run  to  the  balcony,  hoping  that  Drummond 
might  not  be  gone  very  far;  I  called  to  him, 
but  in  vain ;  I  therefore  immediately  departed 
with  my  fvvord  under  my  left  arm,  but  not 
drawn.  I  walked  for  fafety  in  the  middle  of 
the  ftreet,  and  was  within  a  few  yards  of  home 
when  juft  as  I  was  entering  the  ftreet  where  1 
lived,  called  The  Ladeira  de  Mefericorde,  on  a 
fudden  I  beheld  fome  negroes  gathering  round 
me.  I  put  myfelf  in  a  pofture  of  defence,  and 
endeavoured  to  gain  a  wall,  but  before  I  could 
effect  my  purpofe,  a  negroe  came  behind  and 
gave  me  a  flight  wound.  Mr.  Drummond, 
U  2  who 
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who  had  not  yet  got  home,  hearing  the  noife, 
came  to  my  affiftance,  but  I  had  already  dif- 
perfed  the  aflaflins.  Fortunately  my  wound  was 
fo  (light  as  not  even  to  confine  me  to  my  houfe, 
nor  had  my  enemies  the  pleafure  of  knowing 
that  I  was  hurt. 

Here  among  other  advantages  I  met  with 
the  Governor  General  of  Angola,  a  man  beloved 
wherever  he  is  known  j  he  was  on  his  return 
from  Africa  to  Lifbon,  and  had  come  to  Bahia 
de  Todos  os  Santos,  that  he  might  be  under  the 
protection  of  the  convoy.  This  amiable  Gene- 
ral had  in  his  fuite  Dr.  Azeredo,  a  native  of  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  who,  with  his  brother,  had  fome 
few  years  before  ftudied  phytic  at  Edinburgh  ; 
the  firft  two  Brazilians  who  have  ever  been  edu- 
cated at  a  college  in  Scotland. 

The  inhabitants  of  Bahia  are  exceedingly  hof- 
pitable,  remarkably  gay,  and  paffionately  ad- 
dicted to  gambling ;  they  drefs  with  more  tafte 
and  richnefs  than  in  any  town  I  had  {ecn ;  their 
linen  is,  as  I  have  obferved  of  Rio  Grande,  pe- 
culiarly fine  and  white.  They  live  in  a  moft 
fociable  and  pleafant  manner,  but  whenever 
they  meet,  cards  are  introduced  as  a  matter  in- 
difpenfable.  Some  very  fumptuous  dinners  are 
given,  and  at  every  table  the  greateft  variety  of 
fweetmeats  are  ferved  ;  this  is  the  more  eaflly 
done,  as  there  fugar  is  equally  cheap  and  good, 

and 
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and  their  fruits  not  lefs  abundant  than  deli- 
cious. 

The  town  ftands  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill  fo 
fteep  that  the  communication  between  the  upper 
and  lower  part  is  difficult.  The  lower  part  is 
bufy,  full  of  warehoufes  and  fhops  ;  it  is  reck- 
oned very  unhealthy,  and  therefore  the  elegance 
of  the  place  is  chiefly  to  be  feen'in  the  upper 
part.  There  is  a  neat  but  fmall  dock-yard> 
where  mips  of  every  fort  are  excellently  well 
built;  in  particular  moft  of  the  (hips  employed 
in  the  Brazil  trade  are  built  here  or  at  Rio  de 
Janeiro.  The  view  of  the  bay  from  the  town  is 
beautiful,  and  at  the  back  upon  the  height  is 
an  indifFerent  fort,  once  taken  by  the  Dutch, 
and  kept  by  them  for  fome  fhort  time.  The 
adjacent  country  is  charmingly  laid  out  in  cul- 
tivation and  gardens,  among  which  a  great 
number  of  elegant  country-feats  arife,  and  give 
an  air  of  gaiety  and  population  to  the  fcene. 

Minchin,  notwithstanding  his  prudence,  one 
day  fell  in  my  way,  and  had  certainly  no  great 
reafon  to  boaft  of  his  good  fortune;  notwith- 
standing, when  the  Rear-Admiral  refufed  to 
liften  to  his  requeft  of  flaying  behind,  he  made 
application  to  me.  I  took  Dr.  Azeredo  to  vifit 
him,  and  though  he  declared  that  his  cafe  was 
no  way  dangerous,  I  prevailed  with  the  Admi- 
ral to  grant  him  permiffion  to  flay. 

U  3  The 
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The  Princejfa  da  Beira,  a  line-of-baltle  fhip, 
commanded  by  Commodore  Diego  da  Piva,  and 
belonging  to  our  fquadron,  fprung  a  leak,  when 
we  were  about  to  put  to  fea,  this  circumftance 
delayed  us  a  confiderable  time,  for  the  leak 
being  near  her  keel,  every  thing  was  obliged  to 
be  taken  out,  an  event  fortunate  for  the  Court 
of  Portugal  amd  our  Commodore.  On  moving  a 
chelt  of  gold,  of  which  there  were  three  on  board 
of  immenfe  value,  it  was  difcovered  to  have 
been  broke  into,  and  on  examining,  fome  in- 
confiderable  part  was  miffing.  Had  it  not  been 
for  the  circumftance  of  the  leak,  this  cheft,  in 
all  probability,  would  have  arrived  at  Lifbon 
empty. 

Some  little  time  before  our  departure  from 
Bahia  de  Todos  os  Santos>  while  I  was  confined  to 
my  houfe  by  indifpofition,  a  Portuguefe  fliip 
from  Bengal  bound  to  Lifbon  arrived  in  that 
harbour,  on  board  of  which  came  a  palfenger, 
Mr.  Stewart.  The  officers  of  the  fleet  who  went 
on  board  that  fhip  as  fhe  came  into  port,  men- 
tioned my  name  to  him,  and  that  I  was  in 
town;  they,  as  himfelf  told  me,  fpoke  fo  hand- 
fomely  of  me  that  he  felt  a  defire  to  fee  me. 
He  landed  the  fame  day,  and  went  to  the  houfe 
of  an  eminent  merchant  (Mr.  Lifboa,)  where 
I  was  particularly  intimate  ;  he  enquired  after 
me  in  that  houfe,  and  every  individual  of  the 

familv 
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family  faid  fo  much  in  my  favour,  that  his  wifli 
to  fee  me  encreafed.  It  happened  that  while 
they  were  talking  on  my  fubject  1  fent  a  meffen- 
ger  there  on  fome  bufmefs,  and  Mr.  Stewart 
being  informed  of  it,  directed  my  meffenger  to 
tell  me,  that  if  I  was  able  to  come  out  he  would 
be  glad  that  I  would  dine  at  Mr.  Lifboa's  ;  that 
it  would  give  him  pleafure  to  be  of  fervice  to 
me,  and  he  would  furnifh  me  with  any  money  I 
might  have  occaflon  for.  I  fent  a  fervant  back 
to  tell  him,  that  I  would  certainly  dine  where 
he  wa«,  and  that  had  I  been  drcffed  I  would 
then  have  paid  him  a  viiit ;  upon  this  he 
came  with  my  fervant  to  me,  and  in  perfon 
repeated  the  meffage  he  had  before  fent.  As 
I  was  no  more  within  the  reach  of  the  good 
Admiral  Antonio  Januario  de  Valle,  and  hav- 
ing, on  account  of  my  long  and  unexpected  de- 
tention here  occalion  for  a  few  guineas,  I  ac- 
cepted from  Mr.  Stewart  the  loan  of  about 
twenty  pounds.  This  money  he  lent  me,  and 
would  have  lent  me  as  much  more,  merely  from 
the  reputation  which  my  conduct,  during  the 
eight  months  which  I  had  been  in  Brazil,  had 
acquired  me. 

In  the  mean  time  a  packet  arrived  from  Rio 

de  Janeiro  on  her  way  to  Europe,  and  by  her  I 

wrote  a  detailed  account  of  the  mutiny  on  board 

the  Lady  Shore  to  his  Grace  of  Portland,  pro- 

U  4  mifing 
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miring  to  attend  his  commands  at  Lifbon.  The 
letter  was  enclofed  to  his  Excellency  the  Britifh 
Envoy  at  that  place,  to  whom  I  propofed  to 
furrender,  and  was  by  him  forwarded  to  the 
Duke. 

Mr.  Stewart  had  been  introduced  by  me  to 
the  Governor-General,  from  whom  I  now  foli- 
cited  a  paffage  for  him  and  myfelf  in  the 
packet,  which  we  both  much  wifhed  for,  to 
avoid  the  delays  naturally  incident  to  a  convoy. 
But  owing  to  fome  vague  reports  brought  from 
India  by  the  {hip  in  which  Mr.  Stewart  came, 
refpecting  a  probability  of  hoftilities  between 
Britain  and  Portugal,  our  requeft  was  refufed. 
His  Excellency  having  been  much  irritated  by 
fome  vexatious  cireumftances  which  had  juffc  oc- 
curred, exprefled  his  difapprobation  of  my  re- 
queft in  fomewhat  violent  terms;  fhefe  I  was 
rafji  cnoi'gh  to  refent  in  a  manner  that  might 
have  oecalione.d  an  irreparable  breach  with  a 
lefs  amiable  character ;  but  that  excellent  no- 
bleman, vvhofe  refentment  never  extended  be- 
yond the  moment  of  heat,  not  onjy  forgave  me, 
t>ut  that  very  evening  invited  me  to  his  box  in 
the  theatre. 

After  Mr.  Stewart's  apparently  generous  con- 
duit, I  naturally  held  him  in  fome  eftimation, 
thinking  that  I  alfo  pofTefTed  his  good  opinion, 
but  fome  one,    I   know  not  who,  having  ac- 
quainted 
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quainted  him  with  my  difgrace  in  England,  he 
id  conduced  himfelf,  that  if  we  had  not  imme- 
diately failed  he  would  have  had  fome  caufe  to 
repent  his  illiberality. 

Such  was  the  return  he  made  for  my  having 
embroiled  myfelf  with  my  belt  friend,  the  Go- 
vernor General !  This  was  the  man,  my  com- 
plaifance  for  whom  tempted  me  to  throw  my- 
felf into  a  pofition  of  refiftance  againft  the  re- 
prefentative,  the  kinfman  of  Majefty  !  and  when 
anger,  at  the  indignities  offered  me  by  this 
oriental  mufhroom,  extorted  from  me  a  letter 
the  di&ates  of  paflion !  this  was  the  man  who 
could  cooly  fend  it  to  the  Intendant  of  Police 
in  Portugal,  from  whom  I  afterwards  received 
it  among  other  papers. 

If  it  may  be  allowed  a  man  who  has  feen  al- 
moft  all  the  world,  and  been  an  attentive  ob- 
ferver  of  what  he  has  feen,  to  judge,  Brazil  is 
the  richeft  country  in  the  world  ;  for  though 
fome  may  more  abound  in  particular  commo- 
dities, none  produces  in  fuch  plenty  every  thing 
neceflary  for  life.  Of  the  articles  ufually  ex- 
ported I  have  already  fpoken ;  but  in  my  excur- 
fions  into  the  country  (and  the  Portuguefe  al- 
low that  no  European  ever  faw  fo  much  of  it,) 
I  found  it  vaftly  richer  than  I  expected.  The 
beft  and  molt  various  kinds  of  timber  abound 
here,  and  of  thefe  I  carefully  collected  and  pre- 

ferved 
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ferved  famples.  Thofe  ufed  for  furniture  and 
fhip-building  are  very  hard  and  durable?  and 
the  opinion  of  the  beft  informed  Portngu'cfe  is, 
that  without  arrogating  any  fuperiority  of  va- 
lour and  feamanfhip  to  their  failors,  no  Britifh 
ihip  could  cope  with  one  of  theirs  of  equal 
force,  owing  to  the  fuperior  ftrength  of  the 
timber;  in  this  opinion  I.  however,  do  not 
coincide  with  them. 

On  or  about  the  ift  of  June  we  failed  from 
Brazil  with  a  convoy  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
fail,  moft  of  them  very  large  fhips  ;  and  after  a 
tedious  pafTage,  during  which  nothing  material 
occurred,  we  reached  the  river  Tagus  on  the 
9th  September,  1798.  On  entering  the  har- 
bour, and  before  I  difembarked,  an  opportu- 
nity offering,  I  difpatched  a  fecond  letter  to 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  recapitulating  what  I 
had  before  written,  concerning  the  mutiny,  and 
mentioning  my  intention  of  awaiting  his  Grace's 
commands  at  Lilbon. 


=r 


CHAP.  XXIV. 


'the  author  arrives  at  TJfbon,  zirites  to  the  Minijlers, 
and  cjf'nr  tofnrrenderhimfelf. — Is  atrejled. — Ap- 
plies to  the  Co  nful -General  for  Madeira ,  who  can 
ol'tain  no  f'tisfa-Ffavy  anfzrrr  frovi  ihe  Intendani  of 

Police 
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Police. — He  learns  at  length  that  his  confine*, 
ment    is    owing  to    the    quarrels   in  Brazil — Is 

Juddenly  removed  at  midnight  to  a  houfe  at 
Belem. — Is  Jent  on  board  a  Jhip. — Some  ac- 
count of  the  city  of  Li/bon,  and  of  the  manners 
fif   the  Portuguefe. — 'The  Portuguefe  army    mi- 

ferably  bad. — The  author  fails  for  Gibraltar. — 
Unable  to  reach  that  port,  they  make  Tangier. — - 
With  a  Lieutenant  and  fome  of  the  people  of  the 
Dorothea ,  the  author  gains  Gibraltar. — The  nar- 
row efcape  of  Captain  Grey  and  his  lady. 

JL  h  e  moment  I  arrived  in  the  Tagusy  I  wrote 
to  the  Britifh  Minifter  at  Lifbon,  apprifing  him 
of  my  arrival,  and  that  I  was  come  with  the  in- 
tention of  furrendering  myfelf  to  him,  begging 
him,  at  the  fame  time,  to  appoint  an  hour  when  I 
might  have  the  honour  of  waiting  upon  him. 
He  returned  me  a  polite  anfwer,  and  purfuant 
to  my  requeft  fixed  an  hour  for  my  vifit.  He 
received  me  with  much  civility,  and  on  my  re- 
peating my  offer  to  furrender,  declined  taking 
charge  of  me  ;  he  told  me,  that  he  had  received 
my  difpatch,  which  he  had  forwarded,  but  had 
not  yet  been  informed  of  any  determination  of 
his  Court  on  my  fubjeel:,  and  that  this  was  an 
affair  too  delicate  for  him  to  interfere  in  with- 
out pofitive  inftructions. 

I  now 
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I  now  felt  the  ill  effects  of  the  broils  I  had 
imprudently  engaged  in  before  I  left  Brazil ; 
though  I  could  hardly  have  imagined  that^«- 
tlemen  would  have  taken  vengeance  in  fuch  a 
manner.  When  I  parted  from  the  Britifh 
Envoy  I  went  and  prefented  my  letters  of  re- 
commendation to  fuch  of  the  Portuguefe  Mi- 
nisters as  they  were  addrefled  ;  I  then  went  to  a 
hotel,  to  which  I  had  been  recommended,  in- 
tending to  take  up  my  refidence  there  till  the 
determination  of  the  Britim  Court  fhould  be 
known.  I  had  been  in  Lifbon  only  a  few  days 
when  I  was  deiired  to  go  to  the  dock-yard, 
where  I  was  told  that  the  Commiflioner  (a 
Rear- Admiral)  wanted  me.  I  attended  as  I  was 
directed,  and  to  my  great  furprife  was  told, 
that  at  the  inftance  of  the  Minifter  of  Marine 
and  the  Britifh  Envoy  1  was  to  be  fent  to  the 
Cafiello  de  St.  Jorge,  where,  however,  I  was 
to  be  treated  in  every  refpect,  as  a  gentleman. 

This  intelligence  could  not  but  excite  my 
furprife ;  I  had  not  long  left  Mr.  Walpole,  who 
feemed  very  differently  difpofed,  and  I  was  not 
lefs  confcious  of  having  done  nothing  that  could 
merit  fuch  treatment  from  the  Government  of 
Portugal ;  I  neverthelefs  obeyed  the  order, 
though  I  could  not  reconcile  the  idea  that  Mr. 
Walpole,  after  what  he  had  faid  to  me,  fhould 
have  demanded  my  arreftation.     In  this  flate 

of 
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of  uneaiinefs  and  fufpenfe  1  addreffed  myfelf  to 
Charles  Murray,  Efq.  Conful-General  from  his 
Britannic  Majefty  at.the  Madeiras,  a  man  whofc 
reputation  for  benevolence,  and  whofe  confe- 
quence  in  the  world  pointed  him  out  to  me  as 
the  moft  likely  perfon  to  obtain  an  account  of 
the  true  caufe  of  my  imprifonment. 

In  the  mean  time  my  fervant  and  little  Rich- 
ards learnt  my  lituation,  when  the  former  fled 
for  fear  ;  but  the  latter,  though  in  a  flrange 
country,  and  under  fifteen  years  of  age,  deli- 
vered himfelf  up,  and  delired  to  mare  my  con- 
finement. He  was  accordingly  fent  to  the 
Cafiello  de  St.  Jorge t  but  with  a  pofitive  injunc- 
tion to  be  kept  apart  from  me,  and  orders  were 
at  the  fame  time  given,  that  I  mould  not  be  in- 
formed of  his  imprifonment.  I,  however,  im- 
mediately became  acquainted  with  it,  and  fent 
for  the  Governor,  who,  at  my  earneft  requeft, 
allowed  him  the  range  of  the  caflle,  on  my  pro- 
mife  to  hold  no  communication  with  him. 

A  fufficiently  plentiful  table  was  found  for 
me,  and  my  lodgings  were  extremely  good,  but 
for  above  a  week  I  could  not  obtain  my  bag- 
gage. At  length  my  trunks  were  fent  to  me, 
and,  to  my  great  furprife,  without  having 
palTed  any  examination  though  they  con- 
tained many  papers,  yet  a  few  immaterial  ones 

which 
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which  laid  loofe  in  a  bureau  belonging  to  the 
hotel  where  I  lodged  were  eagerly  feized  and 
tranfmitted  to  Manique,  the  Intendant-General 
of  the  Police.  I  applied  to  every  one  I  could 
think  of  to  learn  what  was  the  caufe  of  my  im- 
prifonment,  and  was  told  by  all  that  it  was  at 
the  requeft  of  Mr.  Walpole  and  the  Minifter  of 
the  Maiine  of  Portugal ;  in  a  few  days,  however, 
I  received  from  the  humane  Mr.  Murray  a  let- 
ter in  anfwer  to  that  I  have  already  mentioned 
to  have  fent  him,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
extrad : 

Lisbon,  September  18th,  1798. 
As  it  appeared  to  me  that 


"  at  prefent,  you  are  hardly,  nay  unjuftly  dealt 
"  by,  being  imprifoned  here,  without  having 
"  committed  any  crime  againft  the  laws  of  this 
*f  country,  and  without  even  being  told  the 
"  reafon  of  your  commitment,  I  refolved  to 
"  comply  with  your  requeft,  I  endeavoured  to 
"  find  out  the  caufe  of  that  extraordinary  pro- 
"  ceeding,  for  your  information. 

"  To  this  purpofe  I  called  firft  on  Mr.  Wal- 
ft  pole,  his  Majefty's  Envoy  at  this  court,  and 
"  had  I  found  that  it  was  at  his  defire,  Ifhould 
<c  have  afked  no  further  queftions  j  but  his 
"  Secretary    allured    me,    (for    Mr.    Walpole 

"  was 
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'*■  was  in  the  country,)  that  it  was  not;  that 
**  you  had  been  with  Mr.  Walpoie  foon  after 
"  your  arrival  from  Brazil,  offering  to  deliver 
'*  yourfelf  up  to  him  to  be  lent  home  to  Eng- 
'*  land,  but  that  he,  having  no  orders  from. 
"  home  concerning  you,  had  declined  taking 
*'  charge  of  you ;  all.  which  the  Envoy  himfelf 
u  has  fince   confirmed  to  me. 

'*  I  next  went  to  the  Conful-General's  office, 
"  and  fpoke  to  the  Secretary  there  ;  Mr.  God- 
<r  dard  the  Conful,  being  at  prefent  in  England, 
f<  who  alfo  allured  me  that  nothing  had  ema- 
'*  nated  from  that  office  tending  to  induce  your 
"  imprifonment ;  judging  therefore  that  it  muft 
*'  have  proceeded  from  the  Government  of 
tf  this  country,  and  having  fome  bufmefs  with 
"  his  Excellency,  Don  Rodrigo  de  Souxa  Coutinbe^ 
**  Secretary  of  State  for  the  marine,  and  fo- 
"  reign  dominions,  in  v/hofe  department  cog- 
ct  nizance  is  taken  of  ail  transactions  from  the 
"  Brazils,  I  called  upon  him  the  next  raor^ 
*'  ning,  and  took  occaiion  to  mention  your  fi- 
"  tuacion  to  him.  He  allured  me  that  her 
"  Majefty  had  given  no  order  whatever  con- 
"  cerning  you  ;  that  no  complaint  had  come 
"  from  the  Brazils  to  this  government  againft 
*?  you,  fo  that  he  fuppofed  your  confinement 
"  muft  proceed  from  fome  infinuation  of  the 
u  Britifh   Miniftex ;  I  allured  him  that  was  not 

the 
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••  the  cafe  j  then,  faid  he,  it  muft  be  merely  an 
"  official  affair  of  the  Intcndant  of  the  Police, 
"  in  which  the  Government  takes  no  part. 
"  Being  acquainted  with  Mr.  Manique,  the 
"  Intendant,  I  fpoke  to  him  on  the  fubject,  but 
?•  could  get  no  fatisfactory  anfwer  as  to  the 
"  immediate  caufe  of  your  imprifonment.  " 

This  letter  at  once  opened  my  eyes,  and  as  I 
had  been  fent  to  the  Caftello  by  the  Commif- 
fioner  of  the  dock-yard,  I  entertained  very 
little  doubt  but  that  the  whole  had  been  a  ma- 
noeuvre of  the  gallant  Rear-Admiral  Francifco 
de  Paula  Leitei  to  prevent  me  from  calling  him 
to  account  for  his  conduct  at  Bahia  de  Todoi  os 
Santos,  which  he  perfectly  well  knew  to  be  my 
intention.  Among  others,  I  applied  to  Major 
General  Gomez  Frere  d*Andrade%  a  very  diftin- 
guifhed  foldier,  who  had  ferved  in  Ruflia  with 
much  reputation,  and  is  of  one  of  the  moft 
noble  families  in  Portugal ;  he  reprefented  my 
cafe  to  the  Intendant,  and  folicited  my  dif- 
charge. 

His  Majefty's  Envoy,  •  Mr.  Murray,  Mr. 
Crifpin,  the  Pro-Conful,  alfo  ufed  their  utmoft 
exertions  to  afcertain  the  caufe  of  my  arreft, 
but  they  were  not  able  to  learn  any  thing  po- 
fitive:  however,  after  much  folicitation,  the  In- 
tendant, afhamed  I  fuppofe  of  his  conduct,  con- 
fented  that  little  Richards  fhould  be  lodged  in 

the 
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the  fame  apartments  which  were  allotted  to  me. 
About  the  fame  time  he  likcwife  gave  me  up 
my  papers,  and  among  them,  by  miftake,  as  I 
imagine,  the  individual  letter  I  had  wrote  to 
Mr.  Stewart  in  Bahia  de  Todos  os  Santos. 

At  length,  after  much  folicitation,  he  avowed 
that  the  caufe  of  my  confinement  was  the  vio- 
lence of  my  behaviour  in  Brazil,  and  recapi- 
tulated, with  great  accuracy,  the  actions  I  have 
already  related  ;  he  further  declared,  that  it 
was  to  prevent  my  doing  mifchief  that  he  could  not 
confent  to  my  being  at  liberty  ;  but  that  I 
fhould  have  no  reafon  to  complain  of  my  treat- 
ment, and  whenever  Mr.  Walpole  chofe  to  fend 
me  away,  that  I  mould  have  immediate  permif- 
fion  to  depart. 

During  my  imprifonment  I  had  reprefented 
my  cafe  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  and  delired 
of  him  that  I  might  be  claimed :  I  likewife 
mould  imagine  that  Mr.  Walpole  did  the  fame ; 
but  before  an  anfwer  could  be  received,  Ma- 
nique%  the  Intendant  of  Police,  prevented  my  re- 
ceiving any  benefit  from  the  Court  of  London. 
Perceiving,  as  he  might  eafily  do,  that  the 
number  of  my  friends  increafed,  and  that  it 
was  probable  my  cafe  might  be  properly  repre- 
fented to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Brazil,  with  the  fupport  of  a  very  powerful  in- 
tereft,  he  thought  proper,  without  a  moment's 
2£  notice. 
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notice,  to  remove  me  from  the  Caflello  de  St. 
Jorge. 

On  the  5th  of  November,  about  twelve  at 
night,  as  I  was  undreffing,  I  was  waited  upon 
by  two  perfons  belonging  to  Manique's  office  j 
they  told  me  they  were  going  to  conduct  me,  at 
Mr.  Walpole's  requeft,  on  board  a  fhip  which 
was  already  down  the  river,  and  would  fail  with 
the  morning's  tide  for  a  Brkifh  port.  I  re- 
ceived this  intimation  with  the  greateft  plea- 
fure>  I  harried  on  my  cloths,  and  in  a  moment 
was  ready  to  attend  them.  Two  of  the  chaifes 
of  the  country  were  at  the  door,  my  baggage 
was  fixed;  Manique' secretary  got  into  the  car- 
riage with  me,  one  of  his  domeftics  into  the 
chaife  with  Richards,  and  we  fet  out.  We 
were  conducted  to  the  lower  end  of  Bclem>  about 
two  leagues  diftant  from-  the  Caftle,  and  ar- 
rived there  about  three  in  the  morning  j  I  was 
carried  to  the  houfe  of  ^Afjoaquim  Jozl*  de  Abreu, 
Surveyor  of  the  Cuftoms,  who  received  me  with 
great  civility.  Pie  told  me  at  firft,  that  in  the 
courfe  of  an  hour  or  two  the  fleet  with  which  I 
was  to  fail  would  drop  down  the  river ;  but 
after  I  had  waited  with  him  till  day-light,  he 
altered  his  tone,  and  told  me  that  the  fleet 
-would  not  probably  fail  for  a  day  or  two;  but 
rather  than  I   fhould  return,  he  would  accom- 

^  late  me  for  that  time  with  apartments  in  hi« 

houfe> 
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houfe,  provided  I  would  promife  to  take  no  ad- 
vantage of  his  confidence,  but  remain  quietly 
in  the  rooms  he  mould  aflign  me.  In  reply  I 
aflured  him,  that  he  had  nothing  to  apprehend 
from  me,  as  no  event  could  give  me  fo  much 
pleafure  as  leaving  a  country  where  a  wretch 
like  Matiique  was  an  abfolute  fovereign,  and 
fuffered  to  exercife  his  tyranny  on  any  one  who 
had  not  the  good  fortune  to  pleafe  him  in  all  his 
caprices ;  it  was  not,  therefore,  into  fuch  a 
country,  but  out  of  it,  that  I  might  be  expected 
to  fly. 

I  was  immediately  fnewn  into  a  fuite  of 
apartments,  fmall,  but  very  handfome ;  thefe 
were,  for  the  prefent,  to  be  my  prifon,  and  I 
was  ferved  in  a  ftyle  of  elegance  which  aftonifh- 
cd  me.  I  defired  leave  to  write  his  Britannic 
Majefty's  Envoy^  in  whofe  poffeflion  I  had  left 
fome  papers  abfolutely  neceflary ;  for  the  fame 
reafon  I  defired  likewife  to  write  to  Mr.  Mur- 
ray, his  Majefty's  Conful-General  for  Madeira, 
of  whofe  kindnefs  to  me  I  have  before  made 
mention.  Paper,  pens,  and  ink,  being  brought 
to  me,  I  wrote  the  letters,  and  committed  them 
to  the  care  of  my  entertainer  ;  he  told  me  he 
muft  fend  them  to  Manique,  who,  he  made  no 
doubt,  would  forward  them  according  to  my 
defire. 

X  a  I  had 
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I  had  paffed  about  eight  days  under  this  gen- 
tleman's hofpitable  roof,  receiving  every  day 
marks  of  politenefs  and  attention,  which  ren- 
dered my  abode  very  pleafant,  but  without 
hearing  from  Mr.  Walpole  or  Mr.  Murray. 
That  they  had  been  fent  to  Manique,  the  per- 
petual good  offices  I  was  daily  experiencing 
left  me  no  room  to  doubt  ;  but  the  Intendanr 
I  knew  to  be  capable  of  any  act  of  cruelty  or 
meannefs ;  I  therefore  concluded  that  he  had 
fuppreffed  them,  and  that  Mr.  Walpole  was  as 
unacquainted  with  my  removal  as  he  had  been 
with  my  arreft,  to  which  they  had  proftituted 
his  name;  nor  was  I  without  fufpicions  that 
they  had  now  recurred  to  the  fame  impudent 
project. 

While  thefe  reflections  occupied  my  mind  I 
was  fuddenly  informed  that  the  fleet  was  drop- 
ping down,  and  that  I  mud  prepare  to  embark  ; 
I  needed  very  little  preparation,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  was  ready.  My  kind  landlord  gave 
me  a  lift  of  the  flores  he  had  laid  in  for  me, 
which  were  more  than  fufficient  for  a  much 
longer  voyage  than  that  I  was  about  to  rake  ; 
then  putting  a  paffport  into  my  hand,  he  in- 
formed me,  that  as  there  was  no  mips  going  to 
England  for  fome  time,  Manique  had  directed 
him  to  put  me  on  board  one  of  the  convoy  go- 
ing to  Gibraltar.     He  afTured  me,    as  was  the 

fad, 
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fact,  that  the  accommodation  provided  for  me 
was  extremely  good  ;  that  the  paflage  was  paid, 
and  that  the  matter  of  the  fhip  was  directed  to 
put  me  on  board  any  vefTel  we  might  meet  at 
fea  bound  for  the  Britifh  Channel.  This  ex- 
cellent man  added,  "  As  you  have  neither  heard 
tf  from  Mr.  Walpole  nor  Mr.  Murray  during 
ct  the  time  you  were  at  my  houfe,  it  is  poflible 
(r  you  may  be  unprovided  with  money  fufficient 
■"  for  your  prefent  ufe,  I  will  therefore  advance 
?•  you  any  fum  I  can  afford."  I  took  a  few 
pounds,  and  gave  him  a  line  to  Mr.  Murray, 
who,  with  his  ufual  goodnefs,  immediately  re- 
paid M.  De  Abreu. 

I  now  went  on  board.  The  convoy  was  under 
fail,  and  I  never  in  my  life  felt  more  happinefs 
than  at  quitting  a  country  where  men  may  be 
deprived  of  liberty  without  being  told  why, 
without  having  committed  any  crime,  and 
without  being  permitted  to  vindicate  them- 
felves.  My  difputes  in  Brazil  came  not  within 
the  cognizance  of  an  Intendant  of  Police  of 
Lifbon;  the  government  of  that  country  admi- 
nifters  the  juftice  of  it,  and  to  the  Governor  be- 
longed the  power  of  punifhing  me  if  I  had  me- 
rited punimment ;  but  that  he  had  made  no 
complaint  is  evident  from  the  declaration  of  the 
Minifter  of  the  Marine  and  Tranfmarine  Dew 
partment  to  Mr.  Murray,   an  extract  of  whofe 

X  3  letter 
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letter  to  me  has  been  already  given.  As  Ma- 
nique  knew  nothing  of  me,  it  fhould  feem  that 
fomc  weighty  arguments  had  been  made  ufe  of 
to  him  by  fome  of  thofe  gentlemen  I  had  offended 
in  Brazil,  and  who  there  made  an  attempt  to 
aflailinate  me.  Whether  he  who  had  the  po- 
litenefs  to  declare  to  my  face  that  "  the  Englifh 
*c  troops  were  good  for  nothing!"  and  had 
learnt  that  I  did  not  fuffer  fuch  infolence  to 
pafs  with  impunity,  joined  his  mite  of  influence 
to  injure  me,  he  muft  determine. 

The  air  and  climate  of  Portugal  are  well 
known  for  their  falubrity  and  pleafantnefs,  the 
weather  being  feldom  inconveniently  hot  in 
fummer,  nor  is  the  winter  ever  fo  cold  as  to 
require  the  ufe  of  fires,  fo  that  hardly  fuch  a 
thing  as  a  fire-place  is  feen.  The  inhabitants 
are  fo  intolerably  lazy,  that  it  is  no  unufual 
matter  to  fee  a  parcel  of  lufty  fellows  fitting  on 
the  ground  picking  the  vermin  off  each  other; 
and  their  fuperftition  furpaffes  all  imagination. 
The  churches  here  are  numerous  and  fine;  in 
that  of  St.  Antonio  they  fhew  a  ftone  in  which 
the  holy  man,  as  they  believe,  made  the  figure 
of  the  crofs  with  his  finger:  the  marks  of  the 
chizzel  are  not,  however,  fo  totally  obliterated 
but  that  the  impofture  firikes  the  molt  fuperfi- 
cial  obferver. 

Portugal 
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Portugal  formerly  was  famous  for  its  enter- 
prifing  navigators,  but  of  late  their  fpirit  feems 
nearly  extinct.  Literature  never  was  at  a  high 
pitch  in  this  country;  a  few  poets  were  for- 
merly found  here,  among  whom  Camoens  bears 
the  greateft  reputation ;  but  for  works  of  wit 
and  humour  we  may  in  vain  look  among  the  li- 
terary archives  of  Portugal.  This  feems  to  be 
principally  owing  to  the  bufy  interference  of 
the  church,  which  eternally  is  endeavouring  to 
fmell  out  herefy  or  impiety ;  and  as  few  pueils 
can  take  a  jeft,  a  writer  who  dared  to  make  the 
world  laugh,  would  ftand  in  an  awkward  predi- 
cament. The  fame  confeioufnefs  of  importance 
tempts  them  to  intrude  fpies  into  every  private 
family,  a  practice  that  has  not  a  little  contributed 
to  the  referve  and  gloom  that  feems  to  pervade 
every  houfe.  Their  habitual  lazinefs  is  alfo 
another  caufe  of  their  jealoufy,  for  many  of  the 
ancient  nobility  being  extremely  poor,  were 
out-done  in  point  of  appearance  by  the  mer- 
chants, whofe  origin  nobody  knew ;  they  af- 
fected referve,  and  pretended  to  defpife  thofe 
whom  they  had  not  the  energy  to  imitate.  The 
peafantry,  too,  are  fuch  fervile  dependants  on 
the  will  of  the  lords,  that  their  daughters,  if 
handfome,  were  al  mo  ft  fure  to  fall  victims  to 
the  luft  of  the  young  nobility ;  and  I  mould 
fuppofe  that  thefe  youthful  debauchees,  not 
X  4  flopping 
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Hopping  at  thefe  low  intrigues,  would  foon  in- 
vade the  females  of  fuperior  rank,  which  would 
be  a  fufficient  caution  to  fathers  and  hufbands, 
whofe  youth  had  been  fpent  in  fimilar  exploits, 
to  truft  more  to  locks  and  bolts  than  to  male 
continence  and  female  chaftity. 

There  are  fcveral  theatres  in  Lifbon,  one  of 
which  is  very  fine,  but  no  women  are  allowed 
to  perform  on  the  ftage;  to  fupply  their  want 
they  employ  the  molt  delicate  boys  and  young 
men,  who,  at  the  diflance  of  the  boxes,  are  not 
to  be  diftinguimed  from  women.  This  cuftom 
may  pofiibly  have  given  rife  to  an  abominable 
vice,  which  is  mockingly  frequent  here. 

There  is  a  dock-yard  which  is  faid  to  be  very 
good,  but  I  never  faw  it,  except  when  I  was 
weak  enough  to  go  there  through  the  contri- 
vance of  Manicjue ;  but  certainly  the  fhips  built 
there  are  extremely  handfome  while  new.  When 
they  have  been  at  fea  a  few  years  they,  however, 
lofe  their  Ihape,  and  become  what  the  failors 
call  bogged,  that  is,  inflead  of  formirig  a  beau- 
tiful curve,  loweft  in  the  middle  and  higher  at 
the  Item  and  ftern ;  the  ends  fall  and  the  mid- 
dle rifes,  fo  as  to  refemble,  in  fome  degree, 
the  back  of  a  hog.  This  defect  I  have  heard 
attributed,  with  what  juftice  I  know  not,  to  the 
enormous  weight  of  their  guns  j  for  though 
their  iron  is  fo  much  better  than  ours,  that, 

from 
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from  the  hammer  marks  I  have  feen  upon  new 
guns,  I  have  reafon  to  believe  that  they  are 
hammered  after  they  are  call,  and  they  far  fur- 
pafs  in  weight  Britifh  pieces  of  equal  calibre  ; 
I  think  I  do  not  exceed  the  truth  when  I  efti- 
mate  the  difference  of  weight  at  one  fourth. 

The  Portuguefe  failors  are  by  all  nations  al- 
lowed to  be  expert  in   their  occupation ;  thofe 
that  I  faw  in  the  whole  fquadron,  and  particu- 
larly aboard  her  moft  Faithful  Majefty's  fhip 
the   Ulyffes,    were  fine  flout  young   men,    re- 
markably quiet   and    orderly.      Their   pay   is 
good,  and  they  are  perfectly  happy  in  their  fitu- 
ation,  to  which  the  greateft  attention  is  paid  by 
their  officers,   feveral  of  whom  are  every  way 
qualified  for  fupporting  their  rank  with  mild- 
nefs,  firmnefs,   judgment,    and   dignity.      Far 
different  is  the  condition  of  their  land   forces. 
The  only  regiments  I  faw  that  were  at  all  fit  for 
fervice  were  two    of    infantry  ;    one  was   that 
which  (till  bears  the  name  of  La  Lippe,  the  ce- 
lebrated Field-Marfhal  and  Captain-General  of 
Portugal  ;    the  other  was  that  of  Gomez  Frere 
d'Andrade,  which  is  (till  better,  and  of  its  com- 
mander I  may  with  propriety  fay,  that  no  fer- 
vice can  boaft  of  a  more  able  officer.    The  other 
regiments  of  infantry  that  I  faw  were  miferable 
in  every  refpecl,  and  only  exceeded  in  point  of 
wretchednefs  by  the  cavalry,  whofe  appearance, 

in 
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in  fact,  would  rather  require  Hogarth's  pencil 
than  my  pen  to  convey  an  adequate  idea  of 
them.  The  enormous  long  fwords  of  this  gro- 
tefque  cavalry  add  not  a  little  to  the  general 
oddity  of  their  look ;  fuch  is  the  length  of  thefe 
monftrous  weapons,  that  they  cannot  be  drawn 
at  one  motion  by  men  of  fmall  or  even  mode- 
rate feature.  The  (trait  fword  is  certainly  far 
preferable  to  the  crooked  one  on  every  account. 
The  crooked  fword  being  only  fit  for  cutting, 
deprives  the  wearer  of  his  bell  mode  of  alfault, 
and  is,  to  fay  no  worfe  of  it,  a  very  ineffectual 
weapon.  The  ftrait  blade,  in  order  to  give  it 
all  the  advantage  of  which  it  is  capable,  ought 
to  be  (harp  at  the  point  as  well  as  the  edge,  of 
fufficient  ftrength,  and  long;  ftillitmuft  be  pro- 
portioned to  the  ftature  of  the  man  who  is  to 
wield  it,  and  not  like  thofe  of  Portugal,  fo  long 
that  the  Cavalier  can  neither  draw  nor  return  it 
with  cafe. 

As  we  paffed  the  bar  of  Lifborj  I  perceived 
that  we  were  under  the  convoy  of  his  Majefty's 
fhip  Dorothea,  and  I  feized  the  opportunity 
which  offered  of  addrefling  a  few  lines  to  her 
Commander  to  acquaint  him  in  what  manner 
I  had  been  placed  in  one  of  the  mips  under 
his  command.  In  fad,  my  arreft  at  Lifbon  had 
become  a  common  fubject  of  converfation  there; 
and  many  very  refpectable  characters  had  be- 
come 
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come  friends,  becaufe  I  had  forced  pride  to  re- 
train itfelf  within  the  bounds  of  good  manners  ; 
rny  letter  to  the  Captain   of  the  Dorothea  was 
therefore  a  kind  of  a  marine  gazette  extraordi- 
nary.   Our  paffage  was  tedious,  and  the  weather 
unpleafant ;  our  fhip   fprung  the  head  of  her 
main-malt,  which  difabled  her  from  carrying 
fail,  and -this  occafioned  us  to  fall  far  aftern  of 
the  reft  of  the  fleet.     When  we  made  the  mouth 
of  the  Gut  of  Gibraltar,  we  were  unable  to  fol- 
low   the    convoy    through,    and    confequently 
fleered  for  Tangier  Bay,  which  we  reached  in 
the  middle  of  the  night.     Soon  after  day-break, 
I  was  aftonilhed  to  fee  the  Dorothea's  boat  with 
the  Lieutenant  and  the  Purfer  come  along-fide; 
they  informed  us  that  when  the  frigate  firft  made 
that  land,  they  had  gone  on  ihore  to  buy  ftock  ; 
but  the  wind  becoming  more  favourable,    the 
frigate  and  convoy  proceeded  up  "the  Gut  and 
left  them  behind.     They  were  in  hopes  that  wc 
were  in  a  condition  to  venture  the  paffage  with- 
out convoy,  as  the  wind  was  fair,  and  the  wea- 
ther too  boifterous  to  fuffer  either  gun-boats  or 
the  fmall  privateers,  which  fwarm  there,  to  at- 
tack us:  but  feeing  our  difabled  ftate,  and  that 
the  Matter  durft  not  venture  to  fail  without  an 
cfcort,  they   re'turned   to  the  town  of  Tangier, 
and  I  accompanied  them.     I  •  there  found  that 
smiabje  and   hofpitable  character,  Mr.  Ivlatra, 

his 
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his  Majcfty's  Conful-General  for  Morocco,  and 
w>th  him  we  fpent  that  day. 

Lieutenant  Down,  being  very  appreheniive 
that  the  Dorothea  might  fail  from  Gibraltar 
up  the  Mediterranean,  determined,  (for  what 
will  not  Britifh  feamen  do?J  to  leave  the  ftock 
he  had  purchafed,  and  proceed  next  morning 
at  day-break  in  his  yawl  for  Gibraltar.  I  fo- 
licited  his  leave  to  accompany  him,  which  he 
granted ;  but  as  we  were  preparing  to  depart, 
we  perceived  his  Majefty's  fliip  El  Corfo,  with  a 
French  privateer,  her  prize,  which  had  arrived 
duri  g  the  night.  I  immediatly  fuggefted  to 
Lieutenant  Down,  that  it  might  accommodate 
the  Commander  of  El  Corfo,  and  perfectly 
anfvrer  our  purpofe,  fhould  we  offer  to  take 
charge  of  the  prize  and  carry  her  to  Gibraltar. 
The  Lieutenant  approved  my  plan,  and  inftant- 
]y  propofed  it  to  the  Commander  of  El  Cor- 
joy  who  was  much  pleafed  to  have  the  means 
of  fending  his  prize  into  port  without  weak- 
ening his  fhip,  nnd  readily  complied  with  our 
requett.  She  was  therefore  delivered  over  to 
Lieutenant  Down,  with  only  four  men  be- 
longing to  El  Corfo.  Thcfe,  with  the  Purfer,  the 
nephew  of  the  Vice-Conful,  the  boat's  crew, 
and  myfeJf,  made  up  the  whole  of  his  ftrength  ; 
we  failed  with  a  brifk.  weMerly  breeze,  and  in 
a   very  few  hours  we  reached  the  Rock,  juft  as 

the 
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the  Dorothea  and  her  convoy  got  in.  All  the 
Spanifh  gun-boats  had  come  out  to  attack 
them ;  the  Dorothea  had  been  vigouroufiy  af- 
failed,  and  Captain  Grey,  who,  with  his  Lady, 
came  paffengers  in  that  fhip  from  Lifbon,  had 
nearly  loft  their  lives. 

The  Dorothea  came  to  an  anchor  within 
Europa  Point,  while  the  gun-boats  kept  a  hea^ 
vy  and  well-directed  fire  upon  her.  Captain 
and  Mrs.  Grey  went  into  one  of  the  barges  to 
land,  and  juft  as  they  pufhed  off  from  the  fhip, 
one  of  the  top-mafts  was  fhot  away  and  fell 
fo  near  the  boat  that  it  almoft  funk  her;  they 
however  reached  the  more  in  fafety,  though 
compleatly   drenched. 


CHAP.  XXV. 

The  author  arrives  Jafe  at  Gibraltar. — Is  arrefted 
on  account  of  the  difcovery  of  a  confpiracy  there. — * 
D  if  charged  from  confinement. — Extraordinary  ex- 
ertions of  Earl  St.  Vincent. — The  author  arrives 
at  Tangier,  where  he  is  moji  kindly  treated  by  the 
Conful-General. — Refolves  to  wait  there  for  the 
Duke  of  Portland's  orders. — Defcription  of  Tan- 
gier.— Manner  of  building   houfes  there. — The 
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gaiety  occafioned  by  the  prefence  of  the  Confits.*^ 
Mofques. — Gates  of  the  town. — Abjecl  Jlate  of  the 
fews. — Character  of  the  Moors. — Their  funerals. 
■ — Moorijh  troops. — Their  arms. — Their  horfes. — - 
Their  cavalry. — Remark  on  horfes*  bits. — Their 
evolutions. — Surprifed  that  any  one  could  perform 
their  manoeuvres  on  a  plain  f addle.'— -The  Moorifk 
mode  of  fhocing  horfes. — The  author  procures  a 
korfe  to  be  fboed  in  the  European  fafhion. — Barba- 
rous manner  of  fajlening  horfes  in  the  (table . — - 
Manner  of  travelling  in  Barbary. 

W  e  brought  El  Corfo's  prize  fafe  into  Gib- 
raltar;   and  as  Lieutenant  Down  went   afhore 
before  we  came  to  anchor,  I  fent  a  letter  by 
riinvto  General  O'Hara,  Governor  of  that  gar- 
rifon.     In  this  letter,  which  I  had  prepared  at 
Tangier,  when  I  did  not  expect  fo  foon  to  reach 
Gibraltar,  I  had  explained  my  fituation  to  that 
General ;  I  had  in  fact  given  him  a  brief  recital 
of  the  mod  material  events  in  which  I  had  been 
involved  fmc-e   I  left  England;  and  this  I  in- 
tended to  have  fent  by  the  earlier!  opportunity. 
I  reached  the  Rock  however  in  a  very  unlucky 
moment ;  for  juft  before  our  arrival  a  plot  had 
been  difcovered,  which  was  faid  to  have  for  its 
object  the   burning  of  the  arfenal :  this  ocea- 
fioned a  general  alarm;  and  an  order  to  appre- 
hend all  Grangers  and  foreigners;  the  latter  of 
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whom  were  fent  out  of  the  garrifon,  arid  fuch 
as  were  able,  were  compelled  to  ferve  on  board 
the  fleet.  By  this  judicious  manoeuvre,  the 
gallant  Earl  St.  Vincent  converted  the  very 
fcum  of  the  earth  into  ufeful  fubjedls  ;  proving 
clearly,  that,  with  a  good  commander,  the 
worft  of  materials  will  make  excellent  foldiers 
or  failors,  provided  difcipline  and  fubordina- 
tion  be  duly  kept  up.  It  is  by  no  means  my 
intention  to  derogate  from  the  bravery  of  our 
Britilh  feamen,  whofe  excellent  conduct  has  at 
all  times  been  a  pattern  to  the  world;  yet 
thefe  ruffians,  ihatched  from  fhops,  from  ftalls, 
and  from  futtling-houfes,  were  made  their  com- 
panions in  glory ;  and  proved  themfelves  wor- 
thy the  honour  of  fighting  by  their  fides. 
What  they  might  have  done  under  an  officer 
of  a  lefs  decided  character  than  Earl  St.  Vin- 
cent is  hard  to  fay ;  but  they  knew  him  to  be 
brave,  and  that  to  difobey  was  to  die ;  to  his 
firmnefs  alone,  therefore,  his  country  owes 
thofe  acts  of  valour  performed  by  this  motley 
afTemblage  of  outcalts. 

I  fhared  the  fate  of  other  fufferers,  and  was 
arretted  along  with  the  nephew  of  the  Britifh 
Vice-Conful,  and  feveral  others,  who  like  us 
were  about  to  land.  As  I  had  already  fent  my 
letter  to  General  O'Hara,  I  intended  to  have 
waited  patiently  his  anfwer,  as  in  fad:  the  ordi- 
nary 
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nary  Ceremony  of  obtaining  permifllon  to  pro- 
ceed to  land,  takes  up,  even  in  peaceable 
times,  fome  hours  ;  but  the  officers  of  the  navy 
whom  I  faw  there,  informed  me  that  as  I  was 
on  board  one  of  his  Majefty's  (hips,  I  was  at 
the  difpofal  of  Earl  St.  Vincent,  who  mult  do 
with  me  as  he  mould  think  fit.  By  them  I  was 
told  that  it  was  believed  that  I  belonged  to  the 
privateer,  as  I  mould  naturally  fuppofe,  from 
the  circumitance  of  my  having  been  feen  upon 
her  deck  in  an  uniform  which  they  did  not 
know  ;  in  fhort,  I  linderftand  my  perfon  was 
recognized  by  fome  one  who  knew  me,  but  who 
never  dreamt  of  my  being  there  as  one  of  the 
perfons  employed  in  bringing  the  prize  into 
port,  imagining,  on  the  contrary,  that  I  had 
joined  the  enemies  of  my  country. 

This  news,  I  was  told,  had  been  carried  to 
Earl  St.  Vincent,  who,  taking  it  to  be  true, 
was  very  juftly  enraged  at  my  fuppofed  treafon, 
and  ordered  me  immediately  to  be  fent  in  arreft 
on  board  his  Majefty's  fhip  the  Aurora.  I  was 
carried  thither  with  the  nephew  of  the  Vice- 
Conful,  who,  as  I  before  obferved,  had  been 
arretted  in  the  general  confufion ;  this  circum- 
(lance  afforded  me  fome  confolation,  for  if  a 
man  known,  provided  with  every  neceffary  pafT- 
port,  and  bearing  even  letters  of  recommenda- 
tion to  the  Governor,  could  be  arretted,  it  was 

no 
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tto  way  aftonilhing  that  I  mould  be  detained; 
I  therefore  maintained  my  tranquillity  pretty 
well,  and  was,  I  muft  own,  not  a  little  diverted 
at  the  difmay  and  confirmation  of  my  fellow- 
prifoner,  who,  being  unpractifed  in  alarms, 
feemed  fufficiently  uneafy  under  this  temporary 
reftraint. 

When  I  learnt  that  it  was  fuppofed  by  all, 
even  by  Lord  St.  Vincent,  that  I  belonged  to 
the  privateer,  I  immediately  took  the  proper 
Heps  to  clear  myfelf  from  fuch  a  fufpicion. 
Early  next  morning,  Captains  Lord  William 
Stewart  and  Newhoufe,  of  the  royal  navy,  called 
upon  me  by  the  Admiral's  command,  to  en- 
quire how  I  came  there,  and  what  my  purpofe 
was ;  a  very  fhort  explanation  alone  was  necef- 
fary,  and  all  reftraint  was  immediately  taken 
off.  Nothing  then  remained  for  me  but  to  fo. 
licit  to  be  fent  to  Tangier;  this  adventure, 
however,  I  hold  to  be  fortunate,  as  it  afforded 
me  an  opportunity  of  explaining  myfelf  to  men 
fo  juftly  the  object  of  public  admiration  as  the 
Governor  and  Admiral. 

The  day  following,  Earl  St.  Vincent  directed 
Captain  Selby,  of  his  Majefty's  Ihip  Mondovi, 
to  land  me  at  Tangier.  This  direction  was  in- 
timated to  me  in  the  morning,  at  which  time 
the  fhip  was  laying  with  her  main-mad  out, 
and  ajl  her  rigging  down ;  I  was  ordered  to  em- 
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bark  at  eleven  ;  and  fuch  was  the  difpatch  ufed  to 
prepare  her  for  fea,  that  by  one  o'clock,  not 
more  than  five  hours  from  the  ifTuing  of  the 
orders,  we  were  under  way.  This  was,  however, 
but  a  trifle,  compared  with  the  active  exertion* 
of  Earl  St.  Vincent ;  for  more  than  once,  when 
a'  crippled  prize  has  been  brought  in  one  tide, 
the  very  next  tide  fhe  has  been  fent  out  com- 
pletely refitted,  armed,  and  manned,  a  cruizer 
in  the  Britifh  fervice. 

The  attention  paid  by  this  great  Admiral, 
and  the  fatigues  he  mult  have  neceflarily  under- 
gone, are  aftonifhing ;  at  the  earlier!  dawn  of 
morning  he  was  feen  attending  to  the  bufinefs 
of  the  dock-yard,  where  the  fmalleft  minutia 
did  not  efcape  his  eye;  and  in  the  evening,  till 
the  utmoft  glimpfe  of  twilight  was  obfcured,  he 
never  quitted  the  work  carrying  on  there,  unlefs 
other  parts  of  the  fervice  required  his  prefence. 
He  did  away  the  ceremonious  formality  of  going 
on  board  and  on  more  praclifed  by  comman- 
ders of  fhips  of  war ;  the  fplendid  barge,  with 
its  fmart  crew,  were  no  more  feen ;  a  boat  of 
any  fort  that  could  be  procured,  with  perhaps 
a  couple  of  boys  to  work  it,  ferved  not  only  the 
Captains  but  the  Admiral  himfelf,  who  found 
fufricient  employ  for  every  hand,  without  fuf- 
fering  them  to  throw  away  their  time  in  empty 
parade. 

The 
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The  manner  of  his  watering  and  refitting  the 
mips  that  for  fo  long  a  time  blocked  up  Cadiz, 
deferves  notice.  The  fleet  was  at  firft  totally 
fupplied  with  water  brought  by  tranfports  from 
Lifbon ;  this  was  a  tedious  and  expenfive  bufi- 
nefs,  but  he  found  the  way  to  diminifh  it,  by 
fending  the  mips  of  war  to  Gibraltar  for  a  fup- 
ply.  One  fhip  only  at  a  time  ufed  to  leave  the 
fleet,  and  proceed  for  the  garrifon,  where  fhe 
took  in  not  her  own  complement  of  water  alone, 
but  as  much  more  as  fhe  could ;  the  firft 
fair  wind  was  her  fignal  for  failing,  nor  would 
the  Admiral  admit  any  excufe  for  even  a  mo- 
ment's delay.  On  her  return,  the  inftant  fhe 
hove  in  fight  of  the  fleet,  the  next  in  rotation 
failed,  and  the  fuperfluous  water  was  forthwith 
diftributed  among  thofethat  mod  wanted  a  fup- 
ply.  The  fame  ftriclnefs  and  regularity  was 
obferved  reflecting  fhips  that  wanted  repairs, 
nor  was  every  trifling  deficiency  allowed  to  be  v 
an  excufe  for  coming  into  port ;  when  there, 
no  delay  Mas  admitted,  the  repairs  were  con- 
dueled  with  furprifing  rapidity,  and  the  fhips. 
quickly  refumed  their  ftation. 

This  unufual  alertnefs  was  extremely  harraf- 
ing  to  the  officers,  yet  they  all  admired  their 
indefatigable  chieftain,  who,  like  the  Great 
Frederick  of  Pruflia,  had  the  Angular  fortune 
to  be  beloved  in  proportion  to  the  feverity  of 
Y  2  the 
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the  duty  he  impofed.  Neverthelefs,  a  thoufand 
attempts  were  made  to  evade  fervices  which 
they  thought  troublefome,  and  to  elude  the  vi- 
gilance of  the  Admiral,  and  a  thoufand  droll 
adventures  were  the  refult ;  but  though  they 
were  fometimes  fuccefsful,  he  was  generally  an 
over-match  for  them. 

On  my  arrival  at  Tangier,  Mr.  Matra,  the 
Conful-General,  received  me  with  his  ufual  be- 
nevolent kindnefs,  and  did  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  make  me  forget  my  diftreffing  cir- 
cumftances.  My  earneft  wifh  was  to  have 
reached  Germany,  but  the  journey  was  difficult,, 
and  my  finances  required  that  I  mould  do  fome- 
thing  to  avoid  the  preflure  of  want.  Morocco 
did  not  promife  any  thing  very  advantageous, 
and  was,  beiides,  a  country  where  a  man,  accuf- 
tomed  to  the  elegance  of  fociety,  could  hardly 
think  of  an  eitablifhment ;  but  excepting  thatt 
no  other  country  unlefs  Spain,  was  within  my 
reach  ;  and  to  ferve  in  a  country  at  war  with 
my  own,  was  to  me  infupportable.  Neceffity, 
therefore,  determined  my  choice  ;  and  notwiths- 
tanding the  ample  and  honourable  provifion 
which  Spain  would  have  afforded  me,  I  prefer- 
red, without  much  hesitation,  the  forlorn  hope 
which  Barbary  held  out.  I  therefore  candidly 
laid  my  whole  hiftory  before  the  Conful-Gene- 
ral, and  explained  to  him  the  neceflity  under 

which 
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which  I  lay  of  looking  out  for  employment 
fomewhere.  He,  I  may  venture  to  fay,  in 
common  with  every  one  who  really  knows  my 
cafe,  thought  me  hardly  dealt  by,  and  with  a 
franknefs  which  I  very  gratefully  remember, 
humanely  offered  me  his  good  offices. 

I  determined  to  write  again  to  his  Grace  of 
Portland,  before  I  refolved  to  fix  myfelf  in  any 
fituation  whatever,  making  another  offer  to 
come  forward,  not  only  to  clear  up  the  honour 
and  propriety  of  my  own  conduct,  but  to  fub- 
ftantiate  thofe  charges  of  fcandalous  negligence 
and  imbecile  want  of  fortitude  in  others,  which 
occafioned  the  unfortunate  lofs  of  the  Lady 
Shore.  This  I  conceived  to  be  no  more  than 
my  duty,  fince  his  Majefty's  Minifters  had  al- 
ready heard  from  me  in  the  fame  ftyle,  and  it 
was  therefore  my  endeavour  to  place  the  mutiny, 
and  the  caufe  of  its  fuccefs,  in  the  cleareft  point 
of  view,  in  order  that  they  might  not  only  bring 
the  guilty  to  condign  punifhment,  but  by  point- 
ing out  where  the  error  had  been,  enable  others 
to  proceed  with  more  fafety  in  future. 

In  this  letter  I  allured  his  Grace  that  I  would 
endeavour  to  exift  where  I  was,  without  con- 
trading  any  obligation  ;  that,  in  hopes  of  re- 
ceiving his  commands,  I  would  wait  a  reafon- 
able  time  ;  but  if  I  heard  nothing  from  his  Ma- 
jefty's Minifters,  I  muft,   from  dire  neceffity, 
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accept  the  firft  employment  that  offered,  and 
could  no  more  engage  myfelf  to  anfwer  their 
call. 

The  town  of  Tangier  lays  in  a  bay  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Gut  oiQibraltaVy  in  lat  350  43'  N.  long. 
50  18'  W.  about  fourteen  leagues  W.  S.  W. 
from  that  garrifon.  It  is  (hekered  on  the  north 
behind  that  ridge  of  hills  called  Cape  Sparte/, 
which  forms  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  entrance 
into  the  Gut.  The  entrance  of  the  bay  is  com- 
manded by  very  high  land  on  both  fides,  and 
might,  with  no  great  labour,  be  made  extremely 
ftrong  ;  at  prefent  there  are  no  works  near  it, 
except  a  few  fmall  batteries,  and  thofe  only  the 
fide  next  the  town.  The  bay  is  expofed  to  dif- 
ferent winds,  which,  befides  the  badnefs  of  the 
anchorage,  render  it  an  unfafe  harbour  at  all 
times. 

The  town  does  not  lay  at  the  bottom  of  the 
bay,  but  on  the  weflern  fide  of  it ;  it  is  not  very 
conliderable,  and  is  furrounded  by  a  high  wall 
hardly  mufket-proof.  The  ftreets  are  all,  ex- 
cept one,  fo  narrow,  that  two  people  can  hardly 
pafs  each  other;  and  fo  dirty,  that  no  place  I 
have  ever  feen,  except  Lifbon,  can  bear  the  lead 
companion  with  them  ;  the  town  is  no  where  re- 
gularly paved  ;  but  in  fome  places  a  few  ftones 
are  laid,  as  if  dropped  there  by  chance.  The 
houfes  are,   for  the  mod  part,  only  one  ftory 
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high,  with  no  windows  towards  the  ftreet,  and 
very  few  any  where  elfe  ;  they  are  all  flat  roofed, 
and,  from  the  badnefs  of  the  workmanmip,  the 
roof  is  fure  to  fink  in  the  middle,  thereby  form- 
ing a  fort  of  refervoir  for  the  rain-water,  which 
drops    plentifully    through,    and    renders    the 
apartments  very  damp  and  difagreeable.     Every 
houfe,    great  or  fmall,    enclofes   a  quadrangle, 
where  the  gloomy  mailer  can  fit,  (tupined  with 
opium,  fmoaking  his  pipe,  afraid  left  any  ftran- 
ger  mould  get  a  peep  at  his  women,  who,  though 
perhaps  objeds  of  jealoufy  to  their  hufbands, 
are  certainly  not  objects  of  temptation   to  any 
one  who  has  ever  beheld  the  blaze  of  Britiih 
beauty.     The  entrance  into  their  houfes  is  by  a 
winding  paflage,  which  leads  into  the  quadran- 
gle, from  whence  are  the  entrances  into  all  the 
apartments,  and  I  no  where  faw  the  door  of  one 
room  lead  into  another;  thefe  doors  are  large, 
with  two  folding  flaps,    like   thofe  of  a  coach 
gateway,  and  in  them  is  a  little  wicket,  fcarce 
big  enough  for  a  man  to  pafs  in  a  (looping  pof- 
ture.     The  apartments  are  fmall,  and  very  nar- 
row in  proportion  to  their  lengths,  being  like 
partitioned  fpaces  taken  out  of  a   gallery,  and 
have  feldom  any  light  but  what  they  receive  from 
the  wicket. 

This  town  is,    however,  rendered  very  plea- 

iant,  as  it  is  the  refidence  of  all  the  Confuls- 
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General,  whofe  gay  mode  of  living  forms  a  very 
ftriking  contra  ft  with  that  of  their  gloomy  neigh- 
bours. Their  houfes  are  built  and  furnifhed  in 
the  European  tafte,  and  Mr.  Matra's  in  particu- 
lar, fo  very  neat  and  elegant,  that  I  feemed  to  be 
in  England  whenever  I  entered  it.  The  Con- 
fuls  live  in  great  fplendour,  and  inftead  of  prac- 
tifing  that  ceconomy  which  in  that  place  they 
might  readily  do,  they  feem  to  vie  with  each 
other  in  fumptuous  elegance  at  their  dinners, 
balls,  and  concerts;  this  fociety  is  further  im- 
proved by  the  addition  of  fome  French  families, 
who,  on  account  of  the  war,  have  removed 
from  Gibraltar  to  fettle  here. 

Some  of  the  Confuls  have  country-feats  and 
gardens  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town;  the  Britifh 
and  the  American  Conful,  Mr.  Simpfon,  have 
each  of  them  a  retreat  of  this  kind,  beautifully 
iituated,  on  the  face  of  the  mountain,  which 
forms  the  entrance  of  the  Gut.  The  gardens 
of  both,  but  particularly  Mr.  Simpfon's,  who 
principally  refides  there,  are  very  well  laid  out, 
but  the  way*to  them  is  infamoufly  bad.  None 
but  the  horfes  of  that  country  would  be  able  to 
afcend  the  mountains  ;  the  road  requires  almoft 
climbing,  and  the  path  (efpecially  that  which 
leads  to  Mr.  Simpfon's,)  is  nothing  but  a  chan- 
nel, worn  through  the  foil  of  the  mountain 
down  to  the  rock  by  the  winter  rains ;  it  is  fo 
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rough,  deep,  and  Honey,  that  it  is  not  lefs  dan- 
gerous to  defcend  to  the  bottom  than  difficult 
to  afcend  to  the  top. 

In  Tangier  are  feveral  mofques,  but  of  their 
interior  I  can  give  no  defcrip  ion,  it  being  for- 
bidden to  Chriftians  to  enter  them;  and  if  any 
one  fhould  accidentally  dray  within  their  gates, 
which  are  always  open,  he  muft  either  inftantly 
fubmit  tocircumcifion,  and  become  a  Mahome- 
tan, or  his  life  muft  pay  the  forfeit.  Some 
mofques  have  fmall  courts  before  them,  paved 
with  tiles  of  different  colours,  and  in  the  mid- 
dle is  a  fountain  for  the  ablutions  practifed  ac- 
cording to  the  Mahometan  ritual.  In  the  in- 
terior parts  of  the  country  all  Chriftians  who 
pafs  muft  take  off"  their  hats  and  fhoes,  but  this 
being  the  feat  of  the  Confuls,  they  are  excufed 
the  filly  ceremony  ;  the  Jews  are,  however, 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  it  in  the  fulleft  extent. 

The  gates  of  Tangier,  and  indeed  of  every 
other  town  in  Barbary,  are  fhut  at  fun-fet  and 
opened  at  fun-rife  ;  no  intereft,  no  perfuafion, 
can  prevail  upon  them  to  keep  thofe  towards 
the  fea  open  after  the  time  allotted,  or  to  unbar 
them  a  moment  earlier. 

The  Jews  are  very  numerous  here,  as 
well  as  in  every  other  part  of  Barbary  ;  by 
them,  and  through  their  means,  all  the  trade 
-of  the  country  is  carried  on  i  neverthelefs  they 
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are  treated  in  the  moft  barbarous  manner. 
They  are  the  moft  abject  of  (laves  ;  any  Moor, 
even  a  child,  will  abufc  and  flrike  them  when- 
ever he  thinks  proper;  complaint  at  beft  would 
avail  nothing,  but  probably  would  draw  down 
upon  them  new  and  aggravated  infults.  Their 
houfes  mull  at  all  times  be  open,  and  the  Moors 
go  in  when  they  pleafe.  It  could  not  be  fup- 
pofed  that  thefe  vifits  were  of  the  moft  polite 
kind;  but  Britifh  urbanity  can  with  difficulty 
form  an  idea  of  the  brutalities  practifed  by 
thofe  favage  intruders. 

The  induftry  of  thefe  oppreffed  Ifraelites  is 
aftoniftiing ;  patient,  perfevering,  and  dexte- 
rous, they  accumulate  fortunes;  and,  amidft  ail 
their  fufferings,  they  never  ceafe  to  have  in 
view  their  fole  object,  intereft  ;  yet  they  are  for 
the  mod  part  fair  traders,  and  contented  with 
moderate  profits.  Such  is  their  humiliating 
ftate,  that  even  the  richeft  of  them'  are  glad  to 
be  ranked  among  the  fervants  of  any  Chriftian, 
whofe  official  fituation  can  afford  them  protec- 
tion againft  the  oppreflions  under  which  they 
groan. 

They  are  allowed  to  have  their  fynagogue  ; 
but  whenever  the  Emperor  wants  money,  he 
lays  them  under  contribution,  fometimes  by 
feizing  their  place  of  worfhip,  under  pretence 
that  the  ground  it  ftands  upon  is  wanted  for  his 

fervice. 
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fervice.  The  late  Emperor,  who  hated  the 
Jews,  found  another,  and  a  very  ingenious  way 
of  extorting  money  from  them.  The  Jewifh 
women,  from  fome  motives,  probably  of  reli- 
gion, wear  no  colour  in  their  petticoats  except 
green  :  and,  as  the  fureft  way  of  diftreffing 
them,  this  enlightened  Prince  iffued  a  prohibition 
againft  that  article  of  drefs.  His  edicts  waited  no 
formality ;  the  poor  JewefTes  muft  either  ftrip, 
and  the  dealers  lofe  the  fale  of  all  the  flock 
they  had,  or  make  the  belt  terms  they  could. 
A  fum  of  money  was  propofed  and  accepted  ; 
the  edict  was  repealed,  and  the  petticoat  again 
difplayed  its  verdant  hue. 

The  Moors,  from  their  education,  and  their 
want  of  intercourfe  with  ftrangers,  are  rude  and 
uncouth  in  their  manners  ;  of  fociety  they  have 
no  idea ;  what  little  converfation  they  hold  with 
each  other  is  in  the  open  air;  and  I  cannot 
think  that  their  difcourfe  will  abound  with  wit 
or  erudition.  Brutally  ignorant,  they  look 
upon  the  Jews  and  Chriftians  wich  ineffable 
contempt ;  fo  far  indeed  do  they  carry  their  ar- 
rogance, that  a  Moor,  rather  than  tell  either  to 
go  out  of  his  way,  will  ride,  or  drive  his  cattle 
over  him.  They  have,  however,  fome  idea  of 
police,  for  guards  are  placed  in  the  flreets,  and 
every  perfon  who  walks  out  after  fun-fet  muft 
have  a  lantern  carried  before  him.     Whenever, 

likewife, 
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likewife,  a  Chriftian  goes  into  the  country  to 
any  diftance  from  the  gates  of  the  town,  the 
Governor  will  not  be  anfwerable  for  any  confe- 
rences, unlefs  he  takes  a  Moor  with  him,  one 
of  whom  he  will  order  to  attend  the  traveller  on 
application  being  made.  I,  however,  difpenfed 
with  this  ceremony,  and  when  the  Governor 
fent  to  tell  me  that  I  mould  take  a  Moor  foldier 
with  me  when  I  went  any  diftance,  to  prevent 
infuk  or  ill  treatment,  I  anfwered,  that  Britifh 
dragoons  were  accuftomed  to  guard  others,  and 
not  to  be  guarded  themfelves,  and  that  I  wore 
a  fword,  to  which  I  could  perfectly  truft  my 
own  fafety. 

The  funerals  of  the  Moors  are  conducted  in 
a  way  fufficiently  ftriking  to  a  flranger ;  they 
are  followed  by  a  numerous  croud,  iinging  in 
the  country  fafhion  ;  the  body  is  depofited  in  a 
fort  of  bier,  and  covered  over,  if  a  male,  w  ith 
a  woollen  cloth,  called  there  al  haik  j  and  the 
whole  machine  completely  rolled  up  in  it,  if  a 
female. 

The  troops  of  this  country,  in  their  prefent 
ftate,  are  by  no  means  fit  to  be  oppofed  to  Eu- 
ropean forces  of  any  defcription ;  they  have  no 
idea  of  difcipline,  and  their  arms  and  drefs  are 
extremely  ill  calculated  for  the  purpofes  of  war. 
Their  cavalry  is  the  moft  numerous  and  beft 
part  of  their  forces ;    their  horfes  are  excellent 

and 


MAJOR    SEMPLE     LISLE.  333 

and  abundant  every  where,  though  for  the  road 
and  for  carriage  of  merchandize,  the  mule  and 
the  camel  are  molt  ufed.  The  Moors  are  ex- 
cellent horfemen,  and  their  cavalry,  with  very 
little  trouble,  might  be  made  the  fined  in  the 
world.  The  men  in  general  are  handfome,  of 
a  good  fize,  ftout,  active,  and  can  endure  fa- 
tigue and  hunger  furprifingly  well  j  their  horfes 
too,  have  every  quality  defirable,  fo  that  no- 
thing is  wanting  but  proper  arms,  harnaffing, 
and  training.  At  prefent,  they  wear  a  fort  of 
loofe  pantaloon,  no  ftockings,  a  loofe  robe, 
flippers,  and  fpurs  with  one  prodigious  long 
iron  fpike,  which  ferves  at  once  for  neck  and 
for  rowel ;  fuch  indeed  is  the  drefs  of  the  whole 
country.  Their  arms  coniift  of  a  very  long 
mufket,  and  a  very  bad  fhort  fword  ;  their  fad- 
die  has  a  rifing  behind,  which  reaches  a  confi- 
derable  height  up  the  back,  and  another  before, 
but  the  thigh  is  no  way  confined.  The  ftirrup 
is  in  the  Tartar  fafhion,  as  long  and  as  broad  as 
the  foot,  and  the  form  of  the  faddle  neceflarily 
obliges  them  to  ride  with  very  fhort  ftirrups ; 
for  if  they  could  not  raife  themfelves  much 
above  the  feat  of  the  faddle,  it  would  be  impof- 
fible  for  them  to  feat  themfelves  in  it. 

The  bridle  is  the  fame  as  that  ufed  by  the 
Tartars  in  general,  and  which  I  have  already 
marked   to  have  excited  my  aflonifhment,    at 

finding 
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finding  among  the  inhabitants  of  Brazil.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark,  that  the  horfcs  in  Barbary,  as 
well  as  Brazil,  are  remarkably  tender  mouthed, 
contrary  to  what  my  Englim  readers  would  ex- 
pect ;  but  thefe  powerful  bridles  keep  a  horfe 
in  awe,  and  the  fmallefT  touch  makes  him  obey, 
fo  that  there  needs  not  that  conftant  pulling 
which  my  countrymen  are  fo  fond  of.  I  am  aware 
of  the  force  of  prejudice,  and  that  I  fhall  be 
laughed  at  by  many,  when  I  afTert,  that  a  fnaffle 
bit  and  a  tight  rein  are  good  for  nothing  but  to 
fpoil  a  horfe;  let,  however,  any  one  for  a  mo- 
ment conlider  whether  any  animal  can  move  fo 
brifkly  when  rcftrained  as  when  all  its  limbs 
have  their  free  motion,  and  then  let  them  fay, 
what  will  be  the  erTedl  of  the  perpetual  pulling 
and  fawing  of  a  fnaffle  bit.  Beiides,  the  horfe 
by  degrees  gets  accuftomed  to  this  teafing  but 
infignihxant  bit ;  a  ftrong  pull  becomes  necef- 
fary  to  check  him,  and  the  rider,  as  is  too  often 
the  cafe  with  Englilhmen,  confiders  his  bridle 
as  a  kind  of  fupport  to  himfelf.  In  a  word, 
wherever  a  powerful  bit  is  ufed,  I  haveobferved 
the  horfcs  to  be  tender  mouthed,  and  the  re- 
verfe  in  thofe  where  the  fnaffle  is  employed. 
The  only  evolution  they  praclife  is  to  form  in  line 
of  battle,  then  in  fubdivifions  to  advance,  with 
aftonifhing  rapidity,  fome  diftance  in  front  of  the 
line;  when  they  have  made  their  career,  in  fi'll 

fpeed, 
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fpeed,  they  in  an  inftant  throw  their  horfes  on 
their  haunches,  and  ftop  as  if  nailed  to  the 
ground;  they  then  fire,  and  return  to  the  pofi- 
tion  they  left,  and  this  manoeuvre  they  practife 
fo  often,  that  their  horfes  are  very  foon  ruined. 
They  feemed  to  have  no  idea  that  an  European 
could  ride  with  dexterity,  unlefs  taught  by  them 
and  were  much  aftonifhed  at  feeing  me,  on  a 
fmooth  faddle,  behind  them  in  no  feat  of  horfe- 
manihip.  They  fire  with  great  exactnefs,  but 
the  fire  of  cavalry  never  can  be  made  redoub- 
able;  to  give,  therefore,  to  a  horfeman,  more 
than  one  piftol,  is,  as  I  have  elfewhere  obferv- 
ed,  only  to  encumber  hiro,  and  to  take  from  his 
activity. 

Their  manner  of  fhoeing  horfes  is  awkward 
in  the  extreme  ;  inftead  of  forming  the  fhoe  in 
the  European  manner,  they  make  the  two  heels 
crofs  each  other,  leaving  an  opening  fomething 
like  a  loop  before,  They  cut  away  the  fore  part 
of  the  hoof  as  much  as  they  well  can,  but  allow 
it  to  fpread  on  the  fides,  by  which  means  the 
foot  not  only  becomes  unfhapely,  but  it  occa- 
fions  the  horfe  to  cut.  The  fhoe  is  only  fixed 
on  with  three  or  four  nails  on  each  fide  of  the 
loops,  and  the  croiTes  behind  are  bent  up  and 
hammered  into  the  heel. 

On  my  arrival  at  Tangier,  Mr.  Matra  had 
given  me  the  privilege  of  ufing  his  horfes  when 

I  pleafed  ; 
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I  pleafecf ;  I  therefore  took  upon  me  to  put  af 
lead  one  into  decent  trim.  ri  he  fhoe  was  the 
firft  point  that  I  proceeded  to  reform;  for  which 
purpofe  having  myfelf  made  a  proper  model,  I 
took  it  to  a  Moorifh  blackfmith  for  his  imita- 
tion. It  is  but  juflice  to  thofe  artifts  to  fay, 
that  they  are  ingenious;  for  the  man  after  a 
few  trials,  compleated  afet  of  very  decent  Ihoes, 
which  I  then  nailed  on  to  fhew  him  the  method 
of  doing  it.  He  feemed  furprifed  at  my  mode 
of  trimming  the  hoof;  however,  he  foon  ac- 
quirer a  competent  knowledge,  though  I  had 
much  difficulty  in  prevailing  upon  him  to  fix 
the  fhoes  fufficiently  forward.  I  fitted  up  an 
old  faddle  of  Mr.  Matra's,  in  the  huzar  ftyle, 
but  the  ftirrups  were  loft,  nor  could  I  get  a  pair 
in  all  Tangier;  I  had,  therefore,  recourfe  to 
my  ingeniqus  fmith,  who,  by  the  help  of  a 
model,  made  a  pair  that  would  not  have  difgraced 
a  Birmingham  artift.  My  thus  being  my  own 
blackfmith,  fadler,  and  farrier,  gave  the  Moors 
a  ftrange  idea  of  me,  as  they  had  hitherto  ima- 
gined themfelves  to  be  the  only  perfons  in  the 
world  that  were  capable  of  managing  a  horfe. 

Their  ftables  are  likewife  a  fcene  of  abfurdity 
and  cruelty;  they  do  not  faften  their,horfes  by 
the  head,  but  by  the  fore-legs,  with  flraps,  to 
a  chain,  which  is  ftretched  the  whole  length 
©f  the  manger,  fo  that  the  poor  animals  cannot 

lay 
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lay  down;  if  the  horfe  be  unruly,  he  is  alfo 
fattened  by  the  hinder  legs,  and  I  have  actually 
{ccn  a  mettlcfome  Itallion  (for  fuch  are  all  the 
horfes  here)  not  only  fattened  by  the  fore-legs 
in  the  ufual  way,  but  with  one  hind-leg  fatten- 
ed, fo  as  to  be  capable  only  of  moving  forward, 
and  the  other  capable  only  of  moving  backward. 
I  have  jutt:  faid  that  the  horfes  are  fo  fattened 
that  they  cannot  lay  down,  but  this  the  Moors 
confider  as  no  hardttiip;  for  they  endeavour 
to  prevent  them  from  it,  under  the  notion 
that  a  horfe  that  lays  down  isfick.  Of  their  horfes, 
however,  they  are  very  fond,  and  none  are  per- 
mitted to  be  exported,  except  fuch  as  are  pre- 
fents  from  the  Emperor. 

Travelling  is  very  inconvenient  in  Barbary ; 
every  perfon  mutt  have  a  pafs,  and  to  make  the 
road  any  way  comfortable,  an  efcort  is  neceflary 
both  for  protection  and  to  procure  provifions ; 
beiides,  there  are  only  two  fhort  feafons,  one  in 
fpring,  and  one  in  autumn,  when  travelling  is 
decently  practicable ;  for  in  winter,  the  whole 
country  is  deluged  with  rain,  and  in  fummer, 
the  ground  cracks  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  a 
horfe  is  in  danger  of  breaking  his  legs  by  ftep- 
ping  into  the  chinks. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XXVI. 

Treatment  of  Chriftian  Jlaves  in  Barbary. — The  au- 
thor receives  notice  of  the  demand  of  the  Britifh 
Court  for  his  furrender, — Complies  with  it,  and 
fails  for  Gibraltar. — His  letter  to  the  Governor^ 
and  the  anfwer. — Sails  for  Lijbon. — Politely  re- 
ceived by  the  Britifh  officers  there. — Writes  to 
the  Brit  if  j  Envoy  and  Mr.  Murray t  with  their 
anfwer s. — Sails  for  P or tf mouth. — His  letter  to 
the  Duke  of  Portland. — Sent  for  to  town. 

1  remained  fome  time  at  Tangier,  enjoying 
every  amufement  that  place  could  afford ;  I  vi- 
fited  the  feveral  Confuls,  who,  notwithftanding 
any  war,  always  live  upon  friendly  terms,  much 
to  the  benefit  of  their  feveral  fovereigns,  whofe 
affairs  would  be  materially  injured  by  any  dif- 
agreement,  as  the  Moors  would  not  fail  to  turn 
it  to  their  difadvantage.  I  likewife  amufed  my- 
felf  with  excurfions  into  the  country,  but  thefe 
the  rain  often  rendered  unpleafant ;  however,  as 
I  wiflied  to  fee  all  I  could,  I  difregarded  petty 
inconveniences.  One  of  my  principal  amufe- 
^nents  was  the  improving  of  my  friend  and  be- 
nefactor, Mr.  Matra's  horfes ;  and  to  this  I  fo 
far  devoted  myfelf,  that  when  (as  will  hereafter 
be  related,)    Earl  St.  Vincent  difpatched  an 

officer 
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officer  for  me,  I  was  found  in  the  act  of  (hoeing 
one  of  them. 

I  had  one  day  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the 
treatment  of  the  European  flaves  from  their  own 
mouths.  Walking  on  the  beach  with  an  officer 
of  the  navy,  we  faw  fome  of  thefe  captives,  one 
of  whom  addrelTed  himfelf  to  me  in  German ; 
he  informed  me  that  they  were  Lubekers  and  Ham- 
lurghefe,  and  had  been  fome  time  in  flavery. 
Their  treatment  does  not,  however,  feem  at  all 
bad ;  their  allowance  is  about  fix-pence  a  day, 
at  leaft  equal  to  one  milling  and  fix-pence  here; 
they  are  not  compelled  to  work,  and  fome  of 
them  who  had  acknowledged  themfelves  to  be 
boat-builders,  having  been  employed  at  their 
trade,  received  additional  wages  in  confequence 
Of  the  reprefentation  of  the  Confuls,  who  in- 
filled that  they  fhould  not  wTork  without  being 
paid. 

In  the  month  of  December  a  letter  came  from 
General  O'Hara  to  Mr.  Marra,  acquainting  him 
that  I  was  ordered  home  in  cufiody ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  Captain  Newhoufe,  of  his  Majefty's 
fhip  Peterell,  was  directed  to  receive  me,  if  I 
chofe  to  go.  I  readily  confented  to  obey  the  or- 
der, but  wrote  to  General  O'Hara,  that  it  would 
be  impoffible  for  me  to  comply  with  it  fo  foon 
as  twenty-four  hours,  which  was  all.  the  time 
Captain  Newhoufe  could  allow  me,-  if,  how- 
Z  2  ever, 
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ever,  any  other  fhip  came  in  a  few  days,  or  if 
the  Petterell  would  look  in  on  her  return  from 
the  expedition  on  which  (he  was  going,  I  would 
not  require  her  to  come  to  anchor,  as  upon 
hoifting  red  at  the  main  I  would  inftantly  re- 
pair on  board. 

On  the  Sth  of  January,  1799,  fourteen  days 
after,  the  Petterell  hove  in  light,  and  having 
made  the  fignal  previoufly  agreed  upon,  I  re- 
paired on  board  ;  a  few  hours  conveyed  us  to 
Gibraltar,  where  I  no  fooner  arrived  than  I 
fent  the  following  letter  to  General  O'Hara  : 

"  Sir, 

"In  obedience  to  your  Excellency's 
"  commands,  and  the  directions  of  thebenevo- 
fC  lent  Mr.  Matra,  whofe  lingular  bounties  to  me 
"  have  given  him  the  privilege  of  difpofing  of 
"  me  as  be  pleafes,  I  yefterday  embarked  on 
•*  board  his  Majefty's  fhip  Petterell,  and  now 
"  furrender  myfelf  to  your  Excellencies  difpo- 
"  fition.  From  you,  Sir,  I  am  affured  of  liberal 
"  treatment,  therefore  I  have  only  to  folicit  the 
"  honour  of  an  early  audience.  Confident  in 
"  the  rectitude  of  my  own  conduct,  and  the 
0  juftice  of  my  country,  I  can  entertain  no  ap- 
"  prehenfion;  but  did  there  even  exift  a  pom- 
'*  bility  of  converting  any  act  of  mine  into  a 

**  crime; 
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u  crime,   long  accuftomed  to  adverfity,  I  have 
'*  learnt  to  meet  with  firmnefs  all  man  can  do. 
M   1  am, 
"  Molt  perfectly  and  refpeclfully, 
"  Sir, 
"  Your  Excellency's 

f'  Very  devoted  fervant. 

«  J.  G.  S.  LISLE." 

"  Gibraltar  Bay, 
"  On  board  bis  M.  S.  Pettetell, 
"  %thjan.  1799." 

The  General,  probably  feeling  himfelf  a  lit- 
awkward  at  the  profpecl:  of  being  drawn  into 
converfation  upon  an  affair  of  fome  delicacy, 
thought  proper  to  decline  complying  with  my 
requeft,  and  returned  me  the  following  anfwer : 

M  Gibraltar,  the  9th  Jan.  1799. 
"  Sir, 

"In  confequence  of  orders  from  Go- 

"  vernment,    through  his   Majefty's    Principal 

(•  Secretary  of  State,    you  are  to  be  fent  to 

"  England  in  cuftody,  and  having  no  will  of 

"  my  own  upon  this  occafion,  I  cannot  but  de- 

"  cline  an  interview,    which,  without  ferving 

"  you,  could  only  give  pain  to 

"  Sir, 

"  Your  obedient  fervant, 

"  CHA.  O'HARA." 
i«  To  Major  Lijle," 

z  3  Notwith, 
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Notwithftanding  this  refufal  I,  .however,  re- 
ceived marks  of  polite  and  kind  attention  from 
that  excellent  General. 

It  was  the  province  of  Earl  St.  Vincent  to 
difpofeof  me  as  he  pleafed;  and  as  his  Majefty's 
fhip  Mondovi  hove  in  figl't  the  day  alter  my 
arrival,  I  intreated  his  Lordfhip,  that  as  fhe 
would,  in  all  probability,  foon  return  to  Lif- 
bon,  I  might  be  permitted  to  go  in  her;  I  par- 
ticularly afked  this,  as  I  had  fome  knowledge 
of  Captain  Selby,  who  commanded  her,  and 
who  had  before  taken  me  to  Tangier.  I  was 
honoured  by  his  Lordfhip's  confent,  and  he 
gave  immediate  orders  to  the  Mondovi  to  pre- 
pare for  her  return  as  foon  as  fhe  had  delivered 
her  difpatches  and  received  thofe  from  the  Gar- 
rifon. 

Next  morning  Captain  Grey,  whom  I  have 
before  mentioned,  came  to  me,  and  acquainted 
me,  that  the  Mondovi  was  on  the  point  of  fail- 
ing ;  1  therefore  immediately  repaired  on  board, 
and  after  a  fhort  voyage,  during  which  I  was 
treated  with  the  utmoft  kindnefs  and  attention, 
arrived  at  Lifbon. 

At  Lifbon  I  was  fent  on  board  the  Brilliant, 
commanded  by  that  excellent  officer  and  ac- 
complifhed  gentleman,  Captain  Blackwood. 
Here  I  enjoyed  every  pleafure  the  place  would 
admit;  and  it  is  but  juftice  to  the  feveral  Bri- 

tifh 
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tifh  Commanders  then  in  the  Tagus,  to  declare, 
that  I  never,  in  the  moft  aufpicious  fituation  of 
my  life,  was  treated  with  more  kindnefs  and 
politenefs.  As  foon  as  I  arrived  at  Liibon,  I 
wrote  to  the  Britifh  Envoy,  Mr.  Walpole,  to 
whofe  humanity  I  had  been  fo  much  indebted 
at  my  former  vifit  to  this  place.  To  this  he  re- 
turned the  following  anfwer : 

Liibon,  18th  January,  1799, 
"  Sir, 

"  I  have  been  favoured  with  your 
"  letter  of  yefterday's  date,  and  I  take  this  op- 
"  portunity  of  confirming  to  you  the  orders 
r<  which  I  have  received  from  his  Majefty  to 
ft  fend  you  home  in  cuftody ;  and  I  have,  in 
M  obedience  to  his  Majefty's  commands,  de- 
,c  fired  Captain  Selby  to  convey  you  on  board 
"  his  Majefty's  fhip  Brilliant,  commanded  by 
ft  Captain  Blackwood,  and  I  am  perfuaded  that 
**  you  will  receive  every  attention  poflible  from 
ff  Captain  Blackwood. 

<c  Under  thefe  circumftances  you  will  per- 
*'  ceivc  the  impoffibility  of  my  acquiefcing  in 
w  your  wifhes  to  come  on  more. 
"   I  am,  Sir, 
"  Your  moft  obedient, 

"  humble  Servant, 
<f  ROB.  WALPOLE.'' 
?  Major  7.  G.  Stmple  Lijle." 

Z  4  I  like* 
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I  likewife  wrote  to  Mr.  Murray,  the  Conful- 
General,  who  had  fo  kindly  interfered  for  my 
liberation ;  and  his  anfwer,  as  explaining  not 
only  fome  parts  of  Mr.  Walpole's,  but  feveral 
other  circumftances,  much  better  than  I  am 
^ble,   Ifubjoin: 

"  Sir, 

"  I  received  yefterday  evening  a  let— 
"  letter  from  you  wjthout  a  date,  and  this 
"  morning,  at  11  o'clock,  one  dated  this 
"  uorning.  Before  I  fay  any  thing  on  your 
"  prefent  fituation,  let  me  acquaint  you  that 
"  I  received  a  letter  from  you,  from  on  board 
<f  the  vefTel  in  which  you  left  this  river, 
ft  after  flue  was  under  weigh,  fo  could  not 
"  anfwer  it  to  you  then.  I  afterwards  re- 
"  ceive.d  that  you  left  with  the  Portuguefe  gen- 
f*  tleman  at  Belem,  and  paid  him  the  two 
f':  pieces  you  requefted  of  me ;  the  other  two 
*c  which  you  mention  to  have  been  put  into  the 
fl  hands  of  the  Intendant  of  Police  I  have  never 
"  feen,  nor  ever  will ;  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  it. 
H  All  your  papers  left  in  my  hands,  with  the 
if  certificate  you  defired  from  me,  I  fent  Mr. 
"  J.  Fox,  at  Falmouth,  to  lie  till  called  for, 
f*  as  you  defired,  and  I  know  they  have  got  to 
'<  hand. 

"  I  obferve  what  has  pafTed  with  you  fince 
i(  you  left  this.     I  went  laft  night  po  the  rooms 

«  ex- 
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cc  expecting  to  meet  Mr.  Walpole ;  he  did  not 
,f  come  there;  and  I  am  fo  much  and  fo  jn- 
'-'  difpenfibly  employed  at  prefent,   writing  to 
"  Madeira  and  England,  by  veiTcls  ready  to  fail, 
fr  that  it  is  impoflible  for  me  to  go  to  his  houfe, 
"  which  is  at  a  diflance  from  mine ;  befides,  it 
<f  appears  to  me,  that  it  could  be  of  no  fervice 
"  to  you,  not  only  becaufe  his  conference  with 
"  Captain  Selby  muft  have  been  over  this  morn- 
"  ing  before  I  got  your  letter  j  but  ftill  more, 
f<  becaufe,  as  he  now  acts   under  orders  from 
u  home,  he  cannot  give  fcope  to  his  own  incli- 
,f  nations  towards  indigencies  to  you,  if  con- 
"  trary  to  thofe  orders ;    and  for  that  reafon  I 
u  dare  fay  he  will  decline  giving  you  a,  meet- 
f  ing.     But  there  is  Hill  a   further  and  more 
"  powerful  reafon ;  after  you  went  away,  fomc 
"  difagreeable   circumftances    took    place    be- 
"  tween  him  and  the  Intendant  j  on   that  ac- 
*'  count  an  application  to  Court  became  necef- 
■€  fary,  which  the  Intendant  refented  fo  much, 
f€  and  laid  before  her  Majefty  the  contents  of 
"  your,  what  he  ftyled,  petulent  and  infulting 
"  letter  to  him,  after  your  return  from  on  board 
,c  the  packet,  that  I  am  certain  he  would  ckp 
"  you  again  into  confinement  the  moment  you 
"  put  your  foot  on   fhore  here ;  and  from  the 
*'  nature  of  his  office,  he  can  do  fo,  in  fpite  of 
*  all  Mr.  Walpole's    endeavour   to   prevent  it. 
W  Nothing  but  the  Queen  turning  the  Intend- 

"  ant 
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"  ant  out  of  office  could  prevent  it,  and  that 
"  you  may  believe  is  totally  out  of  the  queftion. 
"  All  that  Mr.  Walpole  could  do,  would  be  to 

*  infift  on  your  being  delivered  up  whenever 
"  he  pointed  out  the  velfel  in  which  he  wanted 

•  to  fend  you  to  England  ;  and  even  then  the 
fr  Intendant  would  have  it  in  his  power  to  fend 
"  you  on  board  a  prifoner,  and  with  what  dif- 
"  agreeable  marks  he  might  chufe  to  call  ne- 
ft  ceffary,  on  the  fcore  of  fecurity  for  your  not 
**  being  one  inftant  at  liberty  in  this  city :  all 
<f  this  he  can  do,  and  I  dare  fay,  would  not 
M  bate  one  difagreeable  item.  As  for  me,  I 
"  cannot  fpeak  to  the  Intendant,  having  been 
•'  implicated  in  the  bufinefs  between  him  and 
"  the  Envoy,  in  fo  much,  that  we  have  had  no, 
"  communication  fince. 

"  From  all  this  you  will  gather  that  it  is  my 
"  opinion  that  you  have  nothing  for  it  but  pa- 
"  tience,  and  to  make  the  bed  of  it  you  can; 
**  and  when  you  arrive  in  England,  I  doubt  not 
"  your  readinefs  to  furrender  yourfelf  to  your 
"  country  will  have  full  weight,  and  be  of  that 
"  fervice  to  you  there,  which  it  cannot  poflibly 
u  be  here.  I  return  you  Governor  O'Hara** 
"  letter. 

"  I  am,   Sir, 
"  Your  obedient  Servant, 
(Signed)        «  CHAS.  MURRAY." 

44  Li/bon,  Jan,  18,  1 799." 

Nou 
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Notwithftanding  thefe  friendly  cautions,  as 
there  wereno  apprehenfions  entertained  of  my 
deferting,  I  frequently  went  on  fhore  in  the 
moft  perfect  contempt  of  Manique  and  his  au- 
thority. 

About  the  ioth  of  February  we  failed  for 
England,  and  after  a  pleafant  paflage,  ar- 
rived at  Portfmouth  on  the  2 id  of  the  fame 
month.  Immediately  on  my  arrival  1  an- 
nounced myfelf  to  his  Grace  of  Portland  in  the 
following  letter : 

11  On  board hisM.  Ship  Brilliant,  zid  Feb.  1799. 
"  My  Lord, 

"  I  had  the  honour  to  inform  your 
"  Grace  from  Tangiers,  that  in  confequence  of 
<c  the  extraordinary  events  with  which  you  are 
"  acquainted,  I  had  found  myfelf  reduced  to 
"  the  neceflity  of  looking  for  hofpitality  on  the 
c<  mores  of  Barbary,  where  I  engaged  myfelf  to 
cr  remain  inactive,  a  time  more  than  fufficient 
u  for  your  Grace  to  convey  to  me  your  com- 
"  mands,  which  \  bound  myfelf  to  obey.  About 
"  fix  weeks  after  my  arrival  in  that  country  it 
"  was  intimated  by  General  O'Hara  to  Mr. 
"  Matra,  his  Majefty's  Conful-General,  (whofe 
"  bounties  to  me  had  given  him  a  right  to  dif- 
"  pofe  of  me  as  he  pleafedj  that  the  Britifh 

Envoy 
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*i  Envoy  at  the  Court  of  Lilbon  had  received 
*f  an  order  to  fend  me  home  in  cuftody,  and 
"  that  fuch  an  order  had  been  communicated 
"  to  his  Excellency-  Having  furnifhed  your 
u  Grace  with  every  information,  having  furren- 
<f  dered  myfelf  to  the  Britifh  Envoy  at  Portu- 
*'  gal,  according  to  the  prormTe  I  made  your 
"  Grace  in  my  letter  from  Brazil,  having  fo 
Cf  repeatedly  folicited  you  to  permit  that  I 
V  {hould  come  to  London  j  in  fhort,  after  hav- 
"  ing  done  every  thing  honourable,  and  every 
"  thing  that  it  is  poflible  for  a  man,  well  dif- 
**  pofed  to  do,  I  felt  myfelf  mortified  to  learn, 
"  that  it  had  been  found  neceffary  to  order, 
"  that  I  fhould  be  fent  home  in  cuftody ;  ne- 
"  verthelefs,  though,  when  fuch  intelligence 
41  reached  me,  I  was  no  longer  in  the  power  of 
*  the  Britifh  Government,  though  I  was  in  a 
"  pofition  from  whence  neither  force  or  inge- 
ct  nuity  could  have  taken  me,  I  inftantly  pre- 
*r  pared  to  obey  the  fummons  of  the  Crown. 
f<  I  wrote  General  O'Hara,  alluring  him  that  I 
*f  would  furrender  myfelf  in  his  garrifon  in  the 
"  courfe  of  a  fortnight ;  and  farther  told  his 
<c  Excellency,  that  the  better  to  enable  me  to 
"  accomplifh  that  purpofe,  I  had  already  foll- 
u  cited  the  Commander  of  his  Majelty's  fhip 
*c  Petterell,  who  was  then  leaving  Tangiers, 
w  bound  on  an  expedition  of  a  few  days  to  the 

"  South, 
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*r  Southward,     to  call  for  me   on    his   return. 
"  Such  a  delay  was  the  more  necefiary  for  me, 
"  that  when   I   eftablifhed  myfelf  at  Tangiers, 
kc  fuppofmg  I  mould  find  myfelf  obliged  to  re- 
**  main  there  at  leaft  for  fome  months,   I  had 
*'  contracted  fome  fmall  obligations  in  fitting 
"  up  a  houfe,  which  I   was  not  able  immedi- 
"  ately  to  difcharge.     His  Excellency  removed 
"  thefe  obftacles  ;   his  Majefty's  fhip   Petterell 
"  foon  afterwards  appeared  in  the  bay,    made 
'"  the  fignal  agreed  on  between  her  Commander 
f<  and  myfelf,    and  I  embarked  for  Gibraltar, 
"  where  I  had  the  fatisfacftion  to  find  that  my 
"  conduct  met  the  approbation  of  the  Governor 
"  and  Admiral.      To   the  humanity  and  libc- 
*f  rality  of  Earl  St.  Vincent,  and  thofe  invin- 
'*  cible  heroes  by  whom  he  is  furrounded,  I 
<c  am  indebted  for  an  inexhauftible  fund  of con- 
"  folation. 

*c  Committed  to  the  charge  of  Captain  Black- 
w  wood,  by  his  Majefty's  Envoy  at  Lifbon,  I 
"  have  at  length  reached  this  port ;  and  after 
"  having  well  weighed  every  a<5r.  of  mine  fince 
"  I  left  thefe  mores  ;  after  calling  to  my  recol- 
<f  lection  that  it  mult  be  known  to  your  Grace 
<(  that  my  conduct  has  been  approved  of  by 
"  every  refpectable  character  in  the  fervice 
"  of  the  Britifh  crown,  in  whofe  way  dame 
"  "Fortune  has  tofTed  me.    After  its  being  efta- 

"  blifhcd 
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"  blifhed  beyond  all  poflibility  of  doubt,  that 
•*  I  have  furrendered  myfelf  a  volunteer  to  the 
cc  order  of  Government,  and  lince  that  period 
"  I  have  in  nothing  felt  myfelf  in  cuftody,  I 
*'  venture  to  pray,  that  I  may  be  permitted  to 
*'  prefent  myfelf  wherever  his  Majefly  may  be 
€(  pleafed  to  command  ;  but  fhould  there,  in 
"  your  Grace's  opinion,  exift  reafons  to  confti- 
"  tute  me,  for  a  time,  a  prifoner,  confident  in 
,c  the  rectitude  of  my  own  conduct,  and  the 
•'  juftice  of  my  country,  I  molt  cheerfully  fub- 
"  mit  to  fuch  a  decilion ;  but  humbly  intreat, 
•'  that  the  place  of  my  confinement  may  be 
.'*  where  it  was  when  I  was  lefs  intitled  to  in- 
*c  dulgence — the  ftate  fide  of  Newgate — This  re- 
ft  queft  will,  I  hope,  appear  the  more  reafon- 
<c  able  to  your  Grace,  that  the  accufer  as  I  am 
•c  of  the  mutineers^  and  others  more  guilty 
"  than  they  are,  I  mould,  were  I  to  mingle  with 
•'  the  crowd,  be  treated  by  them  as  it  is  ufual 
*c  to  treat  a  King's  evidence,  a  character  which, 
cc  if  to  fhare  in  the  guilt  be  a  neceflary  qualifi- 
"  cation,  I  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  exhibit. 
f '  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
<c  With  the  higheft  refpecT:, 
"  My  Lord  Duke,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

"  J.  G.  S.  LISLE." 

I  wrote 
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I  wrote  likewife  to  Earl  Spencer,  fending 
him  the  famples  of  wood  I  had  collected  at 
Brazil,  of  which,  though  I  had  loft  fome  few 
during  my  arreft  at  Lifbon,  I  had  preferved  the 
moft  valuable. 

During  my  ftayat  Portfmouth,  Enlign  Prater, 
whofe  officioufnefs  I  have  before  had  occafion  to 
mention,  thought  proper  to  publifh  a  detail  of 
the  mutiny  on  board  the  Lady  Shore.  In  this 
curious  production  (which  appeared  in  the  Star 
of  the  2d  of  April,  1799,)  he  fays,  "  On  our 
f  firft  arrival  at  Port  Saint  Pedroes,  Adjutant 
'*  Minchin,  of  his  own  accord,  allowed  James 
ct  George  Semple  Lifle,  who  was  a  convict:  on 
"  board,  to  make  out  a  Report  to  the  Governor, 
<c  that  he  the  faid  Semple  was  a  Major  in  the 
"  Dutch  Cavalry;  and  Adjutant  Minchin  fanc- 
"  tioned  it."  To  this  I  fhall  only  reply,  that 
I  made  no  report  as  has  been  already  feen,  and 
that  it  was  not  Minchin  alone  that  figned  it, 
but,  as  his  Majefty's  Minifters  know,  every  offi- 
cer of  the  Ihip  and  troops.  He  goes  on,  f<  the 
w  officer  in  whofe  houfe  I  was  quartered,  afked 
"  me  why  the  faid  Major  had  not  his  uniform, 
c<  belt,  breaft-plate,  fafh,  &c.  as  Adjutant  M. 
"  and  myfelf?  I  not  wiihing  to  deceive  the 
"  officer,  informed  him,  that  he  never  had  any." 
If  by  the  good-natured  and  perfpicuous  reply 
Mr.   Prater  ftates  himfelf  to   have    given  to 

the 
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the  officer  lie  meant,  that  1  never  had  any  iim-i 
form,  he  was  furely  miftaken ;  and  in  fact  I 
never  wore  any  other  drefs  during  my  flay  in 
Brazil;  if  he  alluded  to  the  breaft-platc,  (mean- 
ing, I  fuppofej  the  gorget,  he  is  perfectly  cor- 
rect, for,  as  an  officer  of  dragoons,  it  was  not  a 
part  of  my  uniform;  in  fact,. he  wifhed  to  injure 
me,  and  threw  himfelf  into  the  fituation  of 
Pope's  dunce,   who, 

"  Means  nott  but  blunders  round  about  a  meaning  J* 

As  to  fwords,  we  were  all  alike,  for 
thanks  to  him  and  his  Commander  Minchin, 
who  prudently  declined  drawing  upon  the  mu- 
tineers, they  had  been  all  taken  away,  as  being 
what/cw^  of  us  had  no  occafion  for.  He  like- 
wife  infinuates,  that  Minchin  and  myfelf  had 
confpired  againft  him  ;  whether  I  confpired  or 
bore  him  any  malice,  nay,  whether  I  had  not 
been  his  friend  and  benefactor,  let  the  following 
elegant  letter  fliew : 

*'  Bahai,  May  2d,  1797. 
"  To 

"  Major  J.  G.  S.  Lifle 
«  Sir, 

<c  I  return  your  Trowfers  with  many 
cr  thanks.  Should  have  returned  before  but 
"  the  Taylor  difappointed  me  in  getting  mine 
"  done  untill  this  day 

fc  I  defircd 
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"  I  deiired  Welfh  to  get  a  Bundle  contain- 
,c  ing  four  Muflinet  waifcoats  &  a  Regtlc.  Coat. 
"  in  your  Poffeflion  but  he  told  me  you  had 
(t  detaind  them  till  I  paid  you  what  you  paid 
<c  the  Surgeon  at  Rio  de  Janeiro;  the  fmall 
"  pittance  I  received  the  other  day  was  Bearly 
"  fufficient  to  pay  for  what  Clothes  &c.  I  was 
*f  in  want  of;  you  Certainly  cannot  be  igno- 
"  rant  of  my  diftrefs  in  Refpect  of  thofe  necef- 
"  fary  article,  &  the  dearnefs  of  this  Country 
"  now  I  have  nothing  to  get  a  fmall  fea  ftock. 
"  for  the  reft  of  the  Voyage;  but  you  mail  be 
€f  pay'd  at  Lifbon  on  our  arrival  at  that  port, 
"  &  you  will  oblige  me  in  giving  the  Articles 
"  to  Welfh  not  that  they  worth  your  keeping 
*',  as  the  waiftcoats  too  fmall  for  you  and  the 
"  Coat  not  worth  your  ufe  ; 

Mam  Sir 

<f  Yours  obediently 

"  Wm.  PRATER 

"  Enfign  N.  S.  Wales  Corp'g 
"  of  Foot." 

I  only  remark,  that  I  knew  nothing  about 
his  cloaths,  which  it  feems  he  had  left  in  the 
care  of  my  fervant,  and  which  I  ordered  to  be 
given  him  as  foon  as  I  knew  of  his  demand ; 
he  forgot  to  pay  me  the  money  he  mentions, 
either  at  Lifbon  or  any  where  elfe.  The  pan- 
A  a  taloons 
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taloons  and  fhirt  I  never  meant  to  receive,  as 
they  were  not  lent  but  given  ;  for  feeing  him 
come  along  the  front  of  a  regiment  drawn  up  to 
receive  the  Governor  of  Minas  as  he  landed  at 
Bahia,  with  fafh,  gorget,  and  uniform,  in  a 
dirty  fhirt,  and  a  pair  of  white  pantaloons 
mended  acrofs  the  fore-part  with  brown  thread, 
I  told  him  to  difappear  from  where  he  then 
was,  and  to  go  to  my  fervant,  who  would  fup- 
ply  him  with  pantaloons  and  a  fhirt. 

As  foon  as  his  account  of  the  mutiny  appear- 
ed, I  replied  to  his  fcurrility  in  the  fame  paper 
of  the  8th  April.  My  anfwer  I  here  fubjoin; 
and  have  only  to  add,  that  he  had  treated  the 
great  and  dignified  characters  I  mention,  with 
an  indecency  not  fit  for  a  gentlemen  even  to 
repeat. 

Extratl  of  a  Letter  from  the  Star. 

April  8,  1 799. 

"It  was  my  wifh  to  have  avoided  every  pub- 
"  lie  difcuflion  on  the  fubjecl  of  the  mutiny  on 
<c  board  the  Lady  Shore,  until  a  court  of  juftice 
?  had  given  their  opinion.  The  trial  is  not 
"  delayed  by  any  fault  of  mine.  I  left  a  date 
*'  of  happinefs  in  Barbary.  I  came  forward  the 
H  moment  I  was  called  upon  by  my  country, 
*'•  and  have  been  in  perfect  readinefs  to  meet  in- 
...  ,  "  vefligation 
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v  veftigation  thefe  fix  weeks  ;  nor  have  I  ceafed 
"  fubmiflively,  to  folicit  that  it  may  be  brought 
"  on.  But  fince  Enfign  Prater  has  publiihed, 
"  through  the  channel  of  your  paper,  a  ftate- 
"  ment  prejudicial  to  me,  and  fince  you  cannot. 
cc  publifh  the  relation  of  facts,  to  which  I  fur- 
"  nifh  vouchers*,  do  me  the  favour  to  afk  that 
"  gentleman  (who  feems  fo  well  acquainted 
"  with  the  particulars  of  the  mutiny,)  who  it 
"  was  that,  abfent  from  his  cabin  in  the  mo- 
t(  ment  of  the  mutiny,  and  miffing  for  feveral 
cc  hours  after  the  affray  was  over,  was  found 
"  concealed  in  the  fore-part  of  the  fhip,  where 
*  the  women  convicts  were  confined  ?  and,  who 
*c  fought  for  fhelter  underneath  the  bed  of  the 
"  furgeon  ? 

"  Mr.  Prater,  on  the  fcore  of  Commodore 
"  Hancorne,  is  fo  far  correct,  that  that  truly 
*'  refpectable  and  amiable  character  did  render 
*r  me  many  fervices  in  Brazil,  and  did  refufe  to 
*'  receive  his  virus :   it  is  true  the  Commodore 

*  "  The  relation  of  falls  here  referred  to  was  refufed  infer- 

*4  tion,  not  from  any  doubt  of  its  correclnefs;  for  in  fupport 

*'  of  it  we  were  referred  to  gentlemen  whofe  reputations  are 

«•  unfullied,  viz.  Mr.  Black,  the  Purfer,  Mr.  Fyft,  the  Sur- 

44  geon,  Mr.  Murchifon,  the  Second  Mate,  and  Mr.  Lewes, 

*'  the  Steward  ;  but  becaufe  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  bufi- 

«4  nefs  we  thought  forae  parts  of  it  unfeafonable,  and  there- 

"  fore  likely  to  be  deemed  libellous. 

"  Edit." 

A  a  3  had 
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"  had  once  the  honour  of  being  a  Lieutenant  in 
"  the  moft.  glorious  navy  under  heaven ;  he  is 
<c  proud  to  fay  fo,  nor  did  he,  at  once,  jump 
*'  into  the  diftinguifhed  fituation  he  now  occu- 
<r  pies  with  fo  much  reputation,  he  obtained  it 
<f  by  length  of  fervice  and  by  dint  of  merit! 
"  But  Mr.  Prater  fhould  have  accufed  the  Com- 
"  manding  Admiral  of  the  fleet,  Antonio  Ja- 
"  nuario  de  Valle,  and'  not  Commodore  Han- 
"  corne,  of  having  fupplied  my  wants,  and  his 
"  Excellency  the  Vice-Roy,  of  having  given 
■  me  a  handfome  houfe,  while  he  lodged  Pra- 
"  ter,   Drummond,    the  loldiers,  women,   &c. 

*  without  diftinction,  in  an  hofpital ;  thefe 
"  great  men  knew  every  thing  unfavourable  to 
"  me,  but  they  had  alfo  the  means  of  learning 
"  how  I  behaved  in  the  moment  of  the  mutiny : 
"  and  how  fome  others.  My  difpute  with  Mr. 
u  Prater  differs  in  fomething  from  his  account 
*r  of  it.  Reafons,  more  than  fufficient,  induced 
"  me  (while  at  Rio  Grande)  to  put  my  fword 
"  in  my  hand  againft  him,  but  he  was  refcued 
"  from  the  danger  into  which  he  had  drawn 
"  himfelf,  by  the  interference  of  Mr.  Murchi- 
"  fon,   who  himfelf  received  what  was  meant 

*  for  Prater. 

"  I  am,  Sip, 

c<  Your  moft  obedient  Servant, 

«  J.  G.  i.  LISLE." 

"  Pertfmutb)  Jfyril$,   1759." 

During 
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During  my  flay  at  Portfmouth  I  received 
the  fame  attention  and  politenefs  I  had  met 
with  at  Lifbon.  As  no  doubts  "were  entertained 
concerning  my  fafety,  I  was  permitted  toamufe 
myfelfas  I  pleafed;  but  as  a  life  of  indolence 
never  fuited  my  difpofition,  I  again  and  again 
made  application  to  his  Majefty's  Minifters  to 
fend  for  me  to  town.  I  could  not  indeed  fup- 
pofe  that  they  would  order  me  to  be  brought  to 
England  without  fome  reafon,  and  I  naturally 
concluded,  that  they  had  for  their  object  the  in- 
veftigation  of  the  mutiny  on  board  the  Lady 
Shore ;  two  months  and  upwards,  however, 
elapfed  before  I  was  fent  for. 

At  length,  either  in  confequence  of  my  ap- 
plications, or  from  fome  other  motive,  Mr. 
Townfhend  was  fent  for  me.  He  found  me 
early  in  the  morning  on  board  the  Brilliant ; 
and  after  acquainting  me  with  his  million,  he 
left  me,  and  returned  to  his  inn,  where  I  en- 
gaged to- join  him  before  eleven  o'clock;  this 
engagement  I  fulfilled,  and  we  immediately  fet 
off  to  town.  From  him  I  received  the  raoft 
polite  treatment ;  I  was  laid  under  no  reftraint 
whatever,  and  fo  far  from  being  difarmed,  I 
not  only  travelled  with  my  fide-arms,  but  Mr. 
Townfhend,  who  knew  my  difpofition,  fur- 
nifhed  me  with  a  brace  of  piftols  for  our  mutual* 
A  a  3  defence 
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defence  on  the  road  ;  in  fhort,  his  humanity 
and  politenefs  made  me  forget  that  I  was  a 
prifoner. 


CHAP.     XXVII. 

The  author  arrives  in  town,  is  Jent  to  Totbil-Fields 
Bridewell. — Charatter  of  that  prifon.—The  au- 
thor'* exploits  with  bailiffs. — Conclufwn, 

At  my  arrival  in  town  I  was  depofited  in  Toe- 
hil— Fields  Bridewell,  where  I  have  ever  iince 
remained,  to  ufe  the  phrafeology  of  the  place, 
like  a  parcel  left  at  an  inn  till  called  for.  Here 
I  have  received  the  utmoft  politenefs,  and  the 
moft  humane  attention,  from  Mr.  Fenwick,  the 
Governor,  and  his  family,  who  feem,  in  (hort, 
to  be  formed  by  nature  for  foftening  the  rigours 
of  captivity ;  fuch,  too,  is  the  force  of  example, 
that  the  fame  humanity  pervades  all  his  fervants, 
and  guilt,  though  nothing  human  can  divert  it 
of  its  horrors  and  remorfe,  feels  them  as  its 
worft  evils,  without  the  aggravation  of  tortures, 
equally  cruel,  unnecefTary,  and  impolitic. 

Thus  far  has  been,   what  we  may  call,    the 
more  ferious  part  of  my  hiflory  j  and  many  of 

W 
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cny  readers  will,  perhaps,  be  much  furprifed  at 
not  finding  it  a  counter-part  to  that  of  Jona- 
than Wild ;  but,  in  truth,  my  life  has  rather 
confifted  of  ferious,  than  of  comic  fcenes,  and 
my  adventures,  befide  thofe  already  enume- 
rated, are  not,  I  hope,  of  a  yery  criminal  dye. 
I  have,  it  is  true,  had  a  thoufand  hair-breadth 
efcapes  from  bailiffs,  and  among  the  reft,  one 
or  two  laughable  ones,  which  I  (hall  relate ;  but 
as  to  the  trafh  fold  by  Kearfley  as  my  hiftory,  I 
know  nothing  of  it,  farther,  than  that  it  is,  with 
the  exception  of  a  very  few  inftances,  totally 
falfe,  and  where  true,  fhamefully  diftorted.  For 
inftance,  I  was  by  him  accufed  of  having  de- 
frauded Lord  Eardley,  Lord  Salifbury,  and 
MefTrs.  Grimwood,  Hudfon,  and  Barret,  all  of 
whom  lived  in  the  fame  ftreet ;  I  fent  to  them 
to  know  if  they  had  any  charge  againft  me,  and 
received  from  each  a  certificate,  acknowledge 
ing,  that  I  never  had  cheated  them,  and  that 
they  had  nothing  to  lay  to  my  charge.  I  mean, 
not,  however,  to  deny  that  I  have  neglected 
punctuality  in  my  payments,  and  that  when  I 
wanted  money,  I  have,  without  thinking  how 
it  would  be  paid,  accepted  the  loan  of  a  few 
guineas  from  any  friend  ;  taylors  have,  likewife, 
found  me  not  fo  ready  to  pay  as  to  order ;  ancl 

thus  I  became  acquainted  with  bailiffs, 

> 

A  a  4  One 
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One  of  my  beft  manoeuvres  to  avoid  them 
was,  before  my  perfon  was  known  to  them,  to 
pretend  bufinefs  in  all  the  different  fpunging- 
houfes :    I   thus  knew  their  faces,  and  by  the 
help  of  a  good  look-out,  for  a  long  time  avoid- 
ed them.      One  day,   however,  -near  Charing- 
crofs,    I  was  met  in  a  hackney-coach  by  two 
bailiffs,  who  had  a  writ  againft  me;  as  foon  as 
I  perceived  them,    I  ordered  the  coachman  to 
drive  as  fart  as  he  poffibly  could  into  the  Horfe 
Guards,    promifing   to   take   all   confequences 
upon  myfelf,  and  to  give  him  a  guinea  for  his 
trouble.     The  defcendant  of  Jehu   exerted  his 
utmoft  fkill,  but  without  being  able  to  prevent 
one  from  attempting  to  feize  the  horfes,  while 
the  other  attempted  to  ftorm  the  door;  a  dex- 
terous application  of  the  whip,  however,  made 
the  poft  the  former  had  taken  very  uneafy,  and 
I   repelled,   as  well  as   I  could,  the  attacks  of 
the  other  invader.     Both  clung,  however,  to  the 
fides  of  the  coach,  till  we  drove  altogether  into 
the  Horfe  Guards ;  there  I  leaped  out,  and  hav- 
ins  explained  the  matter  to  the  officer  then  on 
duty,  made  a  bow  to  the   bailiffs,    and  walked 
through  the  Park,    while  they  returned  by  the 
gate  they  had  entered,  amidft  the  laughter  of 
all  who  beheld  the  fcene. 

Another  time,  fitting  at  breakfaft,  I  was  at- 
tacked by  three  of  them,  and  got  off  by  the  fol- 
lowing 
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lowing  ftratagem :     I  then   lived  in  Oxendon-* 
ftreen ;  and  almoft  oppofue  to  me  lodged  Lord 
(then  the  honourable  Mr.)  Semple,  who  bore 
a  commiflion  in  the  Guards  ;  the  fimilarity   of 
names,    as  both   were   called   Captain  Semple, 
had  occasioned  many  miftakes  ;  but  though  our 
names  -were  alike,    our  circumftances   differed 
widely  ;  for  he  owed  nobody  a  farthing,  and  I 
owed  every  body   who  would  give  me  credit. 
As  foon  as  thefe  vultures  of  the  law  entered  the 
room,  they,  with  the  ufual  etiquette,  made  me 
acquainted  with  the  purport  of  their  vifit,  and 
concluded,  by  giving  me  a  very  prefling  invi- 
tation to  a  houfe   kept  by  one  of  them.     As  I 
wifhed  to  decline  this  honour,  I  arfecled  much 
furprize,    and   told   them  they  muft  needs    be 
miftaken,    as  I  was  in  debt  to  nobody  ;  they 
alked  me  if  I  was  not  Captain  Semple?  "  Then, 
"  gentlemen,"    faid   I,    "  the  whole  is  cleared 
"  up,  there  is  another  Captain  Semple  lives  in 
"  this  flreet,  I  fee  him  now,"  pointing  at  his 
lodgings,  "  locking  through  the  window  ;  and 
"  this  is  not  the  firft,   nor  hardly  the  twentieth 
%<  time,  that  I  have  been  arrefted  for  him;  in 
"  fhort,  his  attornies,  his  duns,  and  his  bailiffs, 
"  will  force   me  to  quit  this   ftreet."      I  then 
profeffed  myfelf  perfectly  ready  to  go  with  them, 
jf  they  infilled  upon  it  j    but  that  I  was  quite 
wearied  withfuch  incelfant  vifits  of  that  nature; 

and 
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and  muft,  for  my  own  fake,  bring  any  illegal 
atl  before  a  Court  of  Juftice,  that  I  might  be 
rid  of  fuch  plagues  for  the  future.  This  puz- 
zled the  bailiffs,  who,  with  fome  reluctance, 
went  down  flairs,  and,  at  the  door,  enquired  of 
the  fervant  of  the  houfe,  if  there  was  any  other 
Captain  Semple  in  that  ftrcet ;  me  told  him  there 
was,  and  opening  the  door,  pointed  out  to  them 
the  fame  houfe  that  I  had  done.  This  fatisfied 
them,  and  I  profited  by  the  diverfion  thus  made 
in  my  favour  to  efcape,  leaving  my  honourable 
namefake  to  fettle  the  affair  with  them  as  he 
could.  In  a  word,  he  was  taken  to  a  fpunging- 
houfe,  in  fpite  of  all  his  remonftrances,  till  the 
agent  of  the  regiment  releafed  him  ;  I  have  been 
told,  he  afterwards  attempted  a  profecution 
againft  the  bailiff,  but  it  appearing  that  no 
wanton  ufe  had  been  made  of  the  writ,  and  that 
the  miftake  was  almoft  unavoidable,  he  obtained 
no  fatisfaclion. 

Another  time  Colonel had  the  mif- 

fortune  to  be  arretted,  and  two  good  furettes  be- 
ing demanded,  I  undertook  to  procure  them  for 
my  old  friend  and  companion.  Two  were  ac- 
cordingly found  ;  but,  alas!  notwithftanding 
they  fwore  poiitively,  they  were  not  credited, 
and  we  were  forced  to  come  again  into  court 
next  day ;  then,  however,  we  fucceeded,  for 
having  procured  a  new  face,  I  drefTed  one  of  the 

former 
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former  (a  Jew,  who  fold  flippers  about  the 
itreets)  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  was  no  longer 
recognized  by  the  Court,  and  we  came  off  tri- 
umphant. 

This  dexterity  in  avoiding  the  common  courfc 
of  law,  however,  eventually  coft  me  dear;  I 
was  fo  well  known  for  out-witting  bailiffs,  that 
there  was  hardly  one  who  would  undertake  to 
arrefl  me;  and  this  it  was,  as  I  am  well  con- 
vinced, that  induced  Mr.  Lycett  to  proceed 
againft  me  criminally.  In  confequence  of  this 
ambiguity  thruft  into  the  law,  nobody  know* 
how,  men  are  intrapped  ;  and,  if  carried  to  its 
extent,  there  may  foon  be  no  impoflibility  in 
taking  an  infolvent  merchant  from  the  Royal 
Exchange,  and  fending  him  to  New  South 
Wales. 

I  now  return  to  the  fubjecT:  of  my  more  fe- 
rious  bufinefs;  and  here  I  muft  beg  my  readers* 
patience  till  I  lay  before  them  a  concife  view  of 
my  viciffitudes.  Born  of  an  antient  and  noble 
race,  but  not  pofleffed  of  riches  equal  to  their 
rank,  I  naturally  imbibed  ideas  of  a  too  lofty 
kind ;  flattered  in  my  youth  by  my  rich  and 
powerful  friends,  I  formed  to  myfelf  plans  of 
future  grandeur ;  plans,  which  my  impetuofity 
of  difpofition  prevented  me  from  realizing. 
With  abundance  of  fire,  and  not  a  fingle  atom 
pf  prudence,    I  launched  into  the  world ;  my 

friends 


364  THE     LIFE    Of 

friends  fupplicd  me  with  money  even  to  profu- 
iion  ;  and  as  I  got  it  without  trouble,  I  fpent  it 
without  reluctance.  Liberal  as  they  were,  my 
extravagance  outftripped  their  bounty,  and  I 
was  repeatedly  involved  in  debt ;  ftili  their 
purfes  were  not  fhut  ;  they  fatisfied  my  credit 
tors,  and,  with  fhame  I  relate,  their  generofity 
only  impelled  me  to  new  expences ! 

Accuitomed,  from  my  earlieir  infancy,  to  the 
molt  elevated  fociety,  my  ideas  imperceptibly 
affimilated  themfelves  to  theirs.  I  entertained 
views  of  grandeur  while  yet  a  child  j  I  felt  my- 
felf  born  a  foldier,  and  implicitly  trufted  to  my 
fword  for  opening  to  pie  the  way  to  the  Temple 
of  Glory.  When  little  beyond  the  age  of  a 
fchool-boy,  I  was  diftinguiihed  by  the  moft  re- 
nowned generals ;  I  had  feen  the  immenfe  ar- 
mies of  Ruflia  cloathed  in  an  uniform  ol  my  own 
contriving,  and  the  celebrated  Prince  Potemkin 
had,  as  is  well  known,  honoured  me  with  par-* 
ticular  marks  of  his  approbation.  Flattering, 
as  are  the  diftin&ions  I  received,  I  will  not  re- 
late them  all ;  but  my  reception  by  the  Prince 
de  Ligne  was  in  a  fry le  of  compliment  too  lingular 
to  be  omitted. 

Coming  to  Brabant,  on  my  return  from  the 
Black  Sea,  I  had  the  honour  of  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  that  great  and  moft  amiable 
Prince.     To  the  utmoft  politenefs,  he  fuper- 

added 
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added  an  invitation,  in  confequence  of  which  I 
went  to  Antwerp,  where  his  Highnefs  then  lay 
with  a  corps  of  army,    as   tlie  Emperor,    Jo- 
feph    II.   then  threatend    to    attack    Holland. 
Such  was  the  opinion  of  my  military  talents, 
which  this  veteran  foldier  entertained,   that  in 
compliment,    he  ordered  his  regiment,    which 
was  certainly  one  of  the  fineft  in  the  world,  to 
parade  before  the  hotel  where  I  lodged  :  not  fa- 
tisfied  with  this,    though  he  was  an  old  Impe- 
rial General,  and  I  was  a  very  young  Major,  he 
placed  me  at  his  right-hand,  and  went  with  me 
along  the  front.    The  very  inftant  too  that  I  was 
receiving    this    molt   honourable    and    pleafing 
compliment,  as  if  every  thing  meant  to  confpire 
to  inflate  my  vanity,    Earl  Cholmondely,   with 
another  gentleman  and  a  lady,  arrived  at  the 
Grande  Laboureur,  the  hotel  where  I  was. 

A  conftant  repetition  of  thofe  praifes  might 
have  intoxicated  a  much  cooler  head  than  mine; 
my  pride  had  now  its  full  fcopej  I  was  already 
in  idea  a  General  in  Chief;  my  brain  teemed 
with  improvements  in  tactics  and  evolutions, 
till. my  expences  fo  far  out- grew  my  income, 
that  I  was  involved  in  debt  and  difficulties. 

Even  when  I  was  difgraced  at  home,  I  was 
admitted  to  the  favour  and  familiarity  of  the 
firft  generals  upon  the  Continent :   what   their 

opinion 
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opinion  of  me  was,  the  following  anecdote  wilt 
fhew.  Juft  after  I  had  joined  the  allied  army 
in  the  Low  Countries,  a  Britifh  General  who 
knew  me  and  my  whole  hiftory,  one  day  afked 
the  Duke  F.  of  Brunfwick,  how  he,  knowing 
my  difgrace,  and  that  I  had  juft  come  from 
France,  could  put  fuch  confidence  in  me? 
"  Were  I  a  taylor,  or  a  boot-maker,"  replied 
the  Duke,  '*  I  certainly  fhould  be  fomewhat 
<c  cautious  in  giving  him  credit ',  but  as  a  foldier, 
"  I  know  that  I  might  fafely  truft  him  with  the 
**  Whole  Pruflian  army." 

Of  my  fufferings  firice  I  left  the  allies  t 
need  not  fay  another  word;  my  readers  are  fully 
acquainted  with  them,  and  1  cannot  fubmit  to 
the  whining  tone  of  complaint,  I  have,  I  truft, 
amidft.  them  all,  acted  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
give  my  friends  no  reafon  to  blufh  for  me ;  my 
actions  were  fuch  as  I  thought  my  duty  re- 
quired, though  I  cannot  help  thinking  myfelf 
fomewhat  hardly  treated,  at  being  left  for  near 
fix  months  in  a  prifon,  without  even  the  fmallefl 
allowance  for  fubfiftence. 

I  have  now  performed  what  I  promifed,  by 
giving  my  own  hiftory,  fuch  as  it  has  really 
been ;  and  the  reader  has,  I  hope,  feen,  amidft 
all  my  errors,  fomethingthat  may  be  commend- 
ed, much  that  may  be  pardoned,  and  ftill  more 

that 
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that  muft  be  pitied.  That  I  meant  to  vindicate 
every  part  of  my  conduct  could  not  be  fup- 
pofed ;  but,  alas !  man  is  the  creature  of  circum- 
(tances,  and  let  him  not  prefume  to  expect, 
that  no  preflure  is  heavy  enough  to  drive  him  to 
a  wrong  action.  Violent  paffions,  the  almoft 
infeparable  companions  of  a  vigorous  conftitu- 
tion,  call  upon  youth,  with  an  importunity 
nearly  uncealing ;  experience,  the  fureft  guide, 
is  inevitably  wanting;  example  invites,  fplen- 
dour  difplays  its  allurements,  fafhion  leads  the 
way,  and  ruin  too  often  follows.  Gay,  honeft, 
unfufpecting,  and  generous,  the  young  man 
rulhes  on  to  pleafure,  and  confidering  intereft 
as  trafh,  is  apt  to  weigh  the  property  of  others 
as  lightly  as  he  does  his  own ;  amufements  incur 
expence,  and  expence  degenerates  into  prodi- 
gality. To  fupply  thofe  pleafiires  now  become 
almoft  necefTary  to  his  exiftence ;  he  contracts 
debts,  which  he  cannot  pay  j  he  (hifts  from  his 
creditors ;  his  gay  companions  forfake  him,  as 
an  incumbrance  on  their  joyous  moments;  po- 
verty Mares  him  in  the  face,  and  a&ions,  at 
which  his  foul  recoils,  become  the  only  poffible 
means  of  fubfifting.  If  an  accidental  fupply 
falls  in  his  way,  his  relim  for  pleafure  returns; 
he  embraces  it  with  an  appetite  fharpened  by 
abftinence;  he  is  again  involved,  and  difgrace 
fucceeds  to  ruin. 

Once 
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Once  difgraced,  thofe  prudent  friends,  whom 
the  law  alone  reftrains  from  open  plunder,  aban- 
don him ;  they  do  worfe,  they  fhut  the  door  of 
fociety  againft  him  by  their  calumnies;  his 
faults  are  the  theme  of  their  converfation,  and 
they  fhelter  their  own  want  of  honefty  behind 
his  lofs  of  fame  ;  they  hunt  him  down  with  un- 
eeafing  clamour,  till  it  needs  more  than  com- 
mon difcernment  and  common  firmnefs  even  to 
dare  to  befriend  him ;  his  timid  well-wilhers 
will  not  venture  to  give  their  countenance  to 
him  ;  and  he  is  left  to  perifh  ! 

Did  it  always  happen  that  men  of  warm 
paflions,  hurried  away  by  pleafures,  were  vil- 
lains ;  or  did  it  always  happen  that  the  cold, 
the  folemn,  the  plegmatic,  were  honeft  ;  fame 
excufe  might  be  found  for  fuch  perfecutions. 
But  as  it  happens  on  the  contrary,  that  the  man 
who  is  without  vices  is  alfo,  for  the  moft  part, 
without  virtues;  and  that  prudence  is  very  often 
nothing  better  than  low  felfifhnefs  in  difguife,  lit- 
tle can  be  faid  for  fuch  gratuitous  feverity;  be- 
fides,  if  one  good  action  is  not  fufficient  to  con- 
flitute  the  man  of  worth,  why  mould  one  bad 
one  be  allowed  to  conftitute  the  villain?  A  fe- 
rious  turn,  the  effect:  of  experience,  may  reclaim 
the  libertine,  his  unruly  paflions  may  fubfide, 
and  he  may,  if  the  gate  of  fociety  be  left  open 
to  him,  fome  time  or  other,  re-enter  it ;  but,  if 

hunted 


MAJOR     SEiMPLE     LISLE.  369 

hunted  into  villainy,  by  the  clamours  of  hypo- 
crify,  the  die  is  caft,  and  his  perdition  is  inevi- 
table. 

Too  often  do  talents  and  accomplifhments 
prove  the  ruin  of  the  owner ;  he  is  befct  by  the 
envy  of  little  minds,  they  endeavour  to  reduce 
him  to  their  own  level,  by  draw:  og  him  into  de- 
bauches ;  they  flatter  him  while  in  his  prefence, 
but  no  fooner  is  he  gone  than  they  revile  him ; 
if  his  intimacy  with  them  can  give  probability 
to  their  tales,  they  fabricate  calumnies  which 
pafs  for  truths  ,-  if  he  makes  one  falfe  ftep,  he 
falls  unpitied,  and  they  are  the  firft  to  trample 
upon  him. 

It  is  a  trite  obfervation,  that  men  of  talent 
are  generally  poor,  and  feldom  rife  to  any  high 
preferment ;  it  is  true !  for  if  they  depend  folely 
on  their  merit,  no  fooner  does  that  begin  to 
difplay  itfelf,  than  it  is  inverted  on  all  fides  by 
an  army  of  blockheads,  who,  having  no  merit 
of  their  own,  cannot  bear  it  in  others.  But 
•where  a  youth  fets  out  with  high  fpirits,  con- 
fpicuous  talents,  indulgent  friends,  and  a  fmall 
fortune,  his  ruin  is  next  to  inevitable;  life  is 
to  him  a  perpetual  ambufcade,  with  a  thoufand 
mafked  batteries  ready  to  play  upon  him  at 
every  turn  ;  his  vanity  is  flattered,  his  fenfes 
gmufed,  his  companions  prefs  him  to  become 
B  b  the 
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the  partaker  of  their  pleafures,  his  enemies  en- 
deavour to  entice  him  to  deftruction;  he  yields 
himfelf  up  to  gaiety  and  expence,  till  at  length 
he  falls,  and  dunces  rife  on  his  ruin. 


APPENDIX- 
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APPENDIX. 

It  was  not  my  intention  to  have  added  another 
word  to  the  preceding  meets ;  but,  on  looking 
over  Mr.  Prater's  account  of  the  mutiny,  I 
thought  it  a  pity  that  fuch  a  beau  morceau  mould 
be  entrufted  to  the  perifhable  archives  of  a  newf- 
paper.  It  is  in  fact  an  unique ',  and  will,  nd 
doubt,  recommend  him  to  promotion,  as  it  is 
plain  that  no  fuch  petty  impediments  as  fogs  or 
mifts  can  obftruel  the  lyncean  eye  of  one  that 
(according  to  his  own  account)  can  fee  through 
an  oak  plank  ;  befides,  as  he  can  defcribe  affairs 
which  he  never  faw,  with  all  the  precilion  of  an 
eye-witnefs,  his  talents,  at  making  official  re- 
ports, muft  be  truly  wonderful.  In  order  to 
do  him  juftice,  I  cannot  forbear  giving  his 
own  words ;  and  \  doubt  not  that  my  readers 
will,  with  me,  pronounce  him 

Tam  Marti  quam  Mercurio. 

B  b  a  ExtraB 
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Extraft  from  the  Star,  of  Enfign  Prater's 
Natrative  of  the  Mutiny  on  board  the  Lady 
Shore. 

"  On  the  i ft  day  of  Auguft,  1797,  about 
"  four  o'clock  A.  M.  the  French  emigrants, 
'"  and  a  number  of  deferters  (fent  on  board  the 
"  Lady  Shore)  bound  to  New  Holland,  af- 
"  lifted  by  the  feamen,*  revolted,  and  took  pof- 
*  feffion  of  the  (hip,  guns,  fmall  arms,  and  the 
ff  arm-cheft.  Mr.  Lambert,  Chief  Mate,  whofe 
"  watch  it  was  upon  deck,  having  obferved 
"  them  for  fome  time  loading  their  mufkets  at 
"  the  main  hatchway,  without  alarming  the 
"  Captain  or  Officers  commanding  the  troops, 
"  imprudently  went  into  the  cabin,  loaded  his 
"  piflols,  and  difcharging  one  of  them,  {hot  a 
cc  Frenchman,  named  de  la  Hay;  the  muti- 
<r  neers  immediately  fhot  Mr.  Lambert  dead 
tf  on  the  fpot.  As  Captain  Wilcox,  hearing 
fC  a  noife,  was  coming  out  of  his  cabin,  he  was 
"  ftabbed  in  the  right  fide  of  his  neck,  and  in 
"  his  left  breaft,  which  occaiioned  him  to  fall 
'*  down  the  companion  ladder  into  the  great  ca- 
"  bin, which  was  our  apartment.  By  thistimethe 

*  The  feamen  evidently  lent  no  affiftance  in  the  time  of  the 
mutiny,  they  afterwards  were  compelled  to  affift.  in  working 
the  fhip.    (P.  206.) 

"  revolters 
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**  revolters  had  entire  pofleffion  of  the  fhip,  fta- 
"  tioning  fentries  at  every  hatchway,  with  their 
'*  arms  loaded,  pointing  two  guns  down  the 
*c  main  hatchway,  loaded  with  grape-mot  and 
"  broken  bottles ;  alfo  two  guns  on  the  fore- 
"  caftle,  pointed  aft,  loaded  in  the  like  man- 
<c  ner ;  laying  on  the  gratings  at  every  hatch- 
"  way,  to  Hop  any  one  from  coming  upon 
"  deck. 

"  About  eight  o'clock  A.  M.*  the  chiefs  and 
"  feveral  others  came  down  below  into  the 
"  great  cabin,  and  demanded  our  arms,  which 
Cf  were  given  them  ;  at  the  fame  time  Adjutant 
cc  Minchin  gave  orders  to  the  ferjeants  to  deli— 
<f  ver  up  what  arms  and  what  ammunition  they 
<c  had  amongft  them,  and  defired  them  not  to 
"  make  any  refiftance.  Adjutant  M.  gave  his 
c<  word  and  honour  that  no  refiftance  fhould  be 
<f  made  on  his  part,  or  any  of  his  people,  againft 
"  them.  Serjeant  Hughes  informed  Adjutant 
"  M.  he  had  about  twenty-eight  ftand  of  arms, 
<f  and  about  thirty  or  forty  rounds  of  ball  car- 
"  tridges,  which  Adjutant  M.  ordered  him  to 
u  deliver  up. 

*  Mr.  Prater  muft  either  poffefs  the  faculty  of  feeing 
through  three  bulk-heads  of  flout  oak  plank,  or  elfe  he  muft 
relate  this  from  hearfay,  as  he  was,  at  the  time  he  mentions^ 
concealed  among  the  women  convicts.     (P.  199.) 

B  b  3  "  They 
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"  They  informed  us,  that  in  a  few  days  they 
"  intended  to  give  us  the  long-boat,  and  fend 
"  us  away,    which  they  performed  on  the  15th 
"  day,   at  eight  o'clock  P.  M.  diftance  about 
"100  leagues  off  land,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
•*  river  de  la  Plata,  in  the  latitude  of  Cape  St. 
*i  Mary;  fending  in  the  long-boat  twenty-nine 
u  perfons,    men,    women,    and  children,    the 
"  youngeft  child  not  five  weeks  old.      After 
"  meeting  with  very  tempeftuous  weather  and 
"  heavy  feas,  in  forty-eight  hours  we  arrived  at 
"  a   Portuguefe  fettlement,   called   Port    Saint 
"  Pedroes,  Rio  Grande,  where  we  were  received 
"  by  the  Governor  and  inhabitants  in  a  very^ 
"  humane  manner.     On  our  firft  arrival  at  Port 
"  Saint  Pedroes,  Adjutant  Minchin,  of  his  own 
"  accord,*  allowed  James  George  Semple  Lifle, 
"  who  was  a  convict  on  board,   to  make  out  a 
*'  Report  to   the  Governor,  that  he   the   faid 
"  Semple  was  a  Major  in  the  Dutch  cavalry, 
"  and  Adjutant   M.    fanctioned    him    in    it. 
*f  Some  few  days  after,  the  officer,   at  whofe 
<c  houfe  I  was  quartered,  afked  me  the  reafon 
"  why  the  faid  Major  had  not  his  uniform,  belt, 
"  breaft-plate,  fafh,  &c.  as   well  as  Adjutant 

*  I  have  elfewhere  remarked  the  grofs  fatfehood  of  this  re- 
lation, for  further  fatisfadion,  the  reader  may,  however,  re-« 
fer  to  P.  215 — 217. 

*  M.  and 
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"  M.  and  felf  ?  I,  not  wifhing  to  deceive  the 
*c  officer,  informed  him  he  never  had  any ;  and 
"  that  he  was  nothing  but  a  convict,  and  was 
Cf  fent  out  for  feven  years  tranfportation.  The 
**  Governor  was  informed  what  I  had  re- 
<f  ported,  and  acquainted  Semple  with  it,  who 
*c  went  to  Minchin's  quarters,  and  afked  his 
"  advice  what  he  mould  do  in  the  bulinefs? 
"  Minchin  advifed  him  to  feek  and  run  mc 
*'  through,  and  there  would  be  nothing  more 
"  faid  about  his  character.  Minchin  being 
"  very  intimate  with  Semple,  went  next  morn- 
"  ing,  in  company  with  him,  to  the  Governor's, 
u  carrying  a  parcel  of  papers  belonging  to  him, 
*'  one  of  them  faid  to  be  a  Dutch  Commiflion 
<c  in  the  cavalry  * :  and  Minchin  told  the  Go- 
°  vernor  the  faid  Semple  was  a  gentleman  of 
"  rank  and  fortune,  a  paflenger  on  board  the 
*'  Lady  Shore  ;  and  that  he  knew  him  to  be  an 

*  I  am*more  afhamed,  if  poflible,  of  Prater's  folly  and 
bafenefs,  than  of  the  trouble  I  give  my  readers  in  remarking 
it.  There  was,  it  feems,  a  paper  which  he  could  not  read, 
and  this  I  called,  what  it  really  was,  a  Dutch  Commirlion  ; 
but  furely  his  own  ignorance  was  no  fufficient  reafon  for  his 
afTertion.  By  the  fame  rule  he  might  deny  any  other  paper 
to  be  authentic  ;  he  wiflied  to  vilify  me  in  the  eyes  of  all 
mankind,  and  therefore  finding  his  ftory  difregarded  by  the 
diftinguifhed  perfonages  of  Rio  Grande%  he  attempted  to  cir- 
culate it  in  England,  where,  to  his  difgrace,  the  falfehood  of 
his  affertion  is  univerfally  known. 

B  b  4  "  officer 
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•*  officer  in  Dutch  cavalry,  and  what  I  had 
u  reported  was  an  infamous  lie ;  and  he  the  faid 
"  Minchin  hoped  the  Governor  would  chaftife 
"  me*  Minchin  took  Semple's  advice  in  every 
u  thing,*  and  always  kept  him  company. 

"  On  the  23d  September,  1797,  we  were 
u  embarked  on  board  fmall  craft  for  Rio  de  Ja- 
c<  neiro.  Semple,  Mr.  Black,  and  Michael 
"  Richards,  a  boy,  made  interefl  to  goby  land 
"  to  St.  Catharine's.  We  arrived  at  Rio  dc 
"  Janeiro  on  the  23d  of  October,  fome  time 
cc  after  the  above-mentioned  people  had  reached 
"  thatfettlement  from  St.  Catharine's,  on  board 
"  the  Portuguefe  men  of  war.  Semple  was  on 
"  board  the  Admiral's  fhip,  Signior  Antoine 
"  Janeiro's;  Mr.  Black  on  board  a  64  gun  fhip, 
"  commanded  by  one  Thompfon,t  an  Englifh- 
cc  man.  On  board  the  Admiral's  fhip  was  an- 
"  other  Engliihman  (named  Philip  Anvorn,    a 

*  Neither  Minchin  nor  Prater  were  hy  companionrt  and  had 
either  of  them  taken  my  advice  during  the  mutiny,  I  have  little 
doubt  of  having  faved  the  fliip  ;  and  had  they  taken  it  when 
they  were  in  Brazil,  they  would  have  met  with  more  refpect 
than  they  received. 

+  Since  the  time  of  one  Arnold,  I  have  not  heard  of  even  an 
enemy  being  treated  with  fuch  indecency.  But  to  the  truth 
of  the  next  obfervation  I  readily  and  heartily  fubfcribe  ;  Mr. 
Prater  was  -fincerely  forry  ihat  I  was  treated  with  refpe&by  the 
inoft  diftinguifhed  officers  in  the  Portuguefe  fervice. 

"  Lieutenant 


MAJOR    SEMPLE     LISLE.  377 

tf  Lieutenant  in  our  fervice,  but  rank  of  Major" 
"  General  in  the  Portuguefe  fervice)  who,  I 
€f  am  forry  to  fay,  paid  every  attention  to 
"  Semple,  fupplying  him  with  cafh,  and  in- 
"  troducing  him  to  the  firft  company  in  Rio 
"  de  Janeiro.  Although  I  had  applied  to  him 
"  in  perfon  for  afliftance,  and  to  ufe  his  intereft 
ft  for  us  to  be  better  treated  than  what  we  were, 
•"  he,  knowing  our  fituation,  many  days  with- 
w  out  fubliftence,  actually  in  a  ftate  of  ftarva- 
ft  tion,  the  allowance  from  the  Viceroy  being 
"  only  twelve  venteens,  fterling  about  13-Jd. 
"  per  day,  for  fifty  days  ;  and  that  was  actually 
"  flopped  from  all  of  us  for  four  or  five  days, 
"  except  Drummond,  without  our  having  a 
cc  morfel  of  bread  to  eat. 

"  On  the  23d  of  January,  179?,  we  were  em- 
u  barked  on  board  the  different  Brazil  mer- 
"  chantmen,  for  St.  Salvadore's  and  Lifbon, 
c<  and  arrived  at  St.  Salvadore's  the  5th  of 
<f  April ;  being  very  ill  treated  on  board  the 
"  merchantmen,  having  nothing  to  eat  but 
**  ftinking  fait  beef,  cafade  root,  and  horfe 
"  beans.  We  reprefented  our  ill  treatment  to 
c<  Francifco  Paulo  de  Lait,  Admiral,  and  com- 
**  manding  our  convoy,  who  took  no  notice  of 
"  it.  We  ftaid  at  St.  Salvadore's  two  months, 
"  receiving  no  fubfiftence  either  from  the  Go- 
M  vernor  or  Commodore.     On  board  the  (hip 

"  with 
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"  with  myfelf  was  Lieutenant  Drummond.  Cjii 
ct  our  coming  out  of  the  Bay  of  All-Saints,  wef 
a  unfortunately  carried  away  our  rudder,  and 
"  were  obliged  to  return  to  refit,  when,  on  ap- 
,f  plying  to  the  Governor  for  a  pafTage  in  the 
,c  fecond  convoy,  he  kindly  ordered  us  on  board 
"  the  frigate  Carlotta,the  Commodore  of  the  con- 
<f  voy  where  we  cannot  fay,  with  truth,  we  were 
"  treated  like  gentlemen.  On  our  going  into 
"  the  Tagus,  we  got  aground  on  the  Bar  of 
,c  Lifbon,  but  in  twenty-four  hours  we  happily 
*  got  off,  by  the  affiftance  of  the  Almighty, 
*c  and  not  by  the  good  management  of  the  Por- 
Cf  tuguefe.*  Witnefs  my  hand  this  lft  Septem- 
"  ber,  1798. 

"  Wm.  PRATER,  Enfign, 
"  N.  S.  W.  Corps  of  Foot." 

•  Mr. Prater  grows  wondrous  pious  towards  hrs  conclufion  •' 
and  indeed  if  his  piety  there  arofe  from  repentance  for  the 
falfehoods  that  he  had  uttered,  it  might  be,  perhaps,  a  con- 
folation  to  the  godly  part  of  his  friends.  Without,  however, 
the  leaft  intention  of  under-rating  the  mercies  of  God,  or  over- 
rating the  fcamanfhip  of  the  Portuguefe  failors,  had  they  not 
been  on  board,  the  (hip  had,  I  doubt,  remained  on  the  Bar 
of  Lifton  till  this  day. 

"  Copy 
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"  Copy  of   Lieutenant  Gerard    Drummond's 
Certificate. 

<c  Enfign  Prater  having  defired  me  to  look 
"  into  the  above  Report  of  the  feizure,  &c.  of 
Cf  the  fhip  Lady  Shore,  on  the  ift  day  of  Au- 
"  guft,  1797  ;  I  do  hereby  declare  the  above  re- 
f(  port  to  be  true,  as  I  was  on  board  the  fhip  at 
**  the  time,  and  have  been  with  Mr.  Prater 
"  fince  leaving  the  fhip,  in  the  long  boat,  to 
*  our  arrival  at  this  place. 

(Signed)  "  GERARD  DRUMMOND, 
"  Lieutenant  Bombay  Marines  Hon. 
w  Eaft-India  Company's  Service."* 

*  This  was  a  moft  convenient  certificate ;  it  was,  without 
a  date,  tacked,  like  an  epaulet  on  a  military  co3t,  to  any  thing 
that  required  it,  and  fluffed  as  occafion  offered.  Mr.  Drum- 
mond  is  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  or  I  might  anfwer  his  certificate  by 
asking,  who  it  was  that  hid  himfelf  under  the  furgeon's  bed  ? 


.(COPIE.) 


380  THE     LIFE    OV 

(COP  IE.) 

A  Monfieur, 

Monfieur  le  Baron  D'Ompteda, 
Envoy  i  ^'Hanovre, 

a  Ratisbonne. 

"  Souffrez,  Monfieur,  queje  vous 
"  demande  raifon  de  votre  conduite  a  mon 
*'  egard. 

•'  En  i°.  A  quel  titre,  et  de  quel  droit  avez 
"  vous  en  la  temerite,  de  me  faire  arretter? 
"  Etoit-ce  comme  Miniftre  de  fa  Majefte  Bri- 
rt  tanniquc  ?  Mais,  Monfieur,  etiez  vous  revetu 
€<  de  ce  caradtere  ?  Vous  qui  n'etes  recu  a  la 
M  Diette  de  Ratifbonne  que  comme  le  Miniftre 
"  de  l'Elecleur  de  Brunfwic  Lunebourg,  et  en 
V  qui  le  Senat  d'Auglburg  n'a  reconnu  que  ce 
"  titre*  dans  fon  decret  ci  joint,  du  11  Mars, 

"  Vous  avez  done  eu  tort  de  vous  qualifier  de 
"  Miniftre  de  fa  M.  Britannique  comme  vous 
"  1'avez  fait  aAuglburg  le  11  Decembre,  1793; 
"  et  dont  je  vous  envoye  un  fidele  extrait.  Ce 
"  n'eft  done  point  a  ce  titre  que  vous  avez  pu 
•*  avoir  authorite  fur  moi 

(<  Mais  encore,  etoit-ce  en  qualite  d'autho- 
*c  rife  de  fa  M.  B.  ?  Mais  comment  auriez  vous 

l'impudence 
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*t  l'impudence  de  le  dire  ?  Vous  qui  fcavez  que 
f  le  veritable  Miniftre  de  la  Cour  Britannique 
Cf  a  Ratifbonne,  a  declare  qu'  elle  n'avoit  pas 
"  demande  mon  arreitation,  et  que  le  Roi  n'a- 
"  voit  aucun  fujet  de  plainte  contre  moi. 

"  Vous  n'aviez  done,  Moniieur,  aucune  au- 
*'  thorite  fur  moi,  ni  comme  Miniftre,  ni  comme 
*'  authorife  de  fa  Majefte  Britannique,  vous 
c<  avez  done  outre  paffe  les  pouvoirs  qui  vous 
c<  ont  ete  confies  par  votre  Souverain,  et  par 
"  confequent  compromis  le  caraflere  dont  il 
"  vous  avoit  revetu, 

"  Mais  2°.  Ouand  vous  auriez  ete  revetu  de 
?'  tous  les  titres  que  vous  avez  eu  la  prefomp- 
Cf  tion  d'emprunter,  ma  conduite  meritoit-elle 
"  de  fi  mauvais  traitements  de  votre  part?  les 
cc  temoignages  flatteurs  et  les  grades  honnora- 
f<  bles  que  m'ont  accorde  les  Princes  fous  les 
f  drapeaux  defquels  j'ai  fervir  ne  la  juftifient- 
tc  ils  pas  fuffifamment  ? 

"  Je  ne  parlerai  point  ici  de  mes  campagnes 
"  au  fervice  de  la  Ruflle,  ni  de  celles  que  j'ai 
"  fait  en  Amerique  dans  les  armees  de  S.  M.  B. 
"  mon  Souverain,  mais  je  parle  de  la  manit.re 
l<  dont  je  me  fuis  montre  en  1793  en  cornbat- 
<(  tant  fous  les  ordres  de  S.  A.  S.  Monfeigneur 
"  le  Due  de  Brunfwic  Oels,  et  en  fuite  fons 
*'  ceux  de  S.  A.  S.  Monfeigneur  le  Prince  d' 
f  Orange,  le  grade  honorable  que  cet  augufle 

"  Prince 
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